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NORM/.MDY BASE SICTION

(Chapter VI)

r@ministration and Personnel

Normaqdy Base Section (NBS) was established in Norm

. andy, France, on 16
LHugust 1944 with the issuing of General Order No.36, Eeadquarters Communication

Zone, ‘Buropean Theqtér off Operations, under the command of Colonel THEODORE
YYMUN, Jr., The section had previously been designated Base Section 3, under -
the same command, and at the time Base Section 3 was organized, 7 .lugust 1944,
the Transportation Section staff consisted of only two officers, Major FRIANCIS !
LLDYIG and Captain (later Major) CHESTIR 4. ROSE, who served as Motor Transport
Officer and .cting Transportation Cfficer, respectively. "There were four other
Transportation Corps officers in the section at that time, engaged in field -
activities; these were: Major "WILLIAM R, IMULVIHILL, Captain /RTHUR D. IMeCLZ'N,
l1st 1Lt. TRINCIS N, SFURLCCK, =and 2nd Lt, GEORGE G. 1cCLERY. '

On 17 fugust 1944, Li. Colonel LABRIE'M J. RCSENBLUM, who had previously
served as Officer in Charge, Oversess Stazing /rea, Tort Slocum, N.Y,, arrived
from the United Kingdom with 14 officers, assigned to thc Transportation
Section, and the following day, Colonel JOHW C.T. HANLEY arrived st Cherbours,
havine been appointed Transportation Officer of Normandy Basc Section. Lt.
Colonel ROSENBLUM became his Deputy, and the task of organizing the Normandy

Base Section Transportation Section was begun. By 18 lLugust there were s

totdl of 22 officers in thc section and by 23 J.ugust, an additional 15 had becn
assigned.

The first enlisted personnel for the Transportation Section reached Cher-
bourg on 20 ‘ugust 1944 and consisted of 70 e¢nlisted men from the lst and 5th
Group Regulating Stations. .. few days later, the 3rd Croup Regulating Station,
" consistin- of. 81 officers nad 322 enlisted men, under thc eommand of Lt. Col-
onel HINRY M, T/YLOR, formerly assigned to ..dvance Section, and later to
Cherbourg Command and Base Scetion 3, became available to the Transportation
Section.” On 25 Lugust, 5 officers of the 10th Traffic Regulation Group were
assigned, and during October, 21 officers and 152 enlisted men from the 8th
Traffic Regulation Group in Brittany Basc Section were placed on Detached
Service with Normandy Fase Section. In November, thc use of the ports to the
east of Cherbourg relieved some of thc pressure for additional ‘Transportation
Corps personnel in Normandy Base Scctibn, and at thc same time, closing of the
Red Ball Route and the beaches had their effect on the situation. On 28 Nov-
ember, the 8th Traffic Regulation Group returned to Brittany Base Section.

Organization and Function of Section Transportation Office

On 30 October 1944, Izjor General LUCIUS B. CL.Y assumed command of Nor-
mandy Base Section on the authority of verbal orders of the Theater Commanding
General: These orders were confirmed on 2 Vovember. During the early part of
Oetober, Normandy Base’'Section had bezen divided into four Districts, namely, the
Cherbourg, Utah, Omeha, and Granville Districts. Effectivec at 0001 hours, 1
December, Wormandy Base Section was repartitioned into two Districts, Omaha and
Utah. The former included all territory previously designated thc Granville

s
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District in addition %o that already under Omah- District, nnd Ut-h added
Cherbourg to its original arean., !injor Gencrnl CL'Y was succecded by Major
eral HENRY S, LUR/ND on 17 December 19:i4,

Gco-

Within Normandy Base Scetion, the chain of command wss from the Commanding
General to the Distriet Commanding Officers from whom the comm~and chnnnel
extended to all troops within their respective Districts. Txecptions to this
were: Hezdquarters Company and Headguartcrs Deot-chment, WES, and the "..C Det-
achment, NBS, which were geomrasphic~lly loc-tzd in Ut-h District, but camc
directly under the Commandino Gencrnl of NRS,

On tht staff:of the Pase Section Commsnding Gencrol were: ~ the Chief of
Staff, the Ceneral Staff (G-1, G-2, 03, G-4 2nd G-5) and the Specirl Staff
which ineluded the‘'Chiefs of Sérvieccs, the I.Gs, A:C., T, A.G., FoO., FeMy, ..
Chaplein, Hq Omdt., Claims, CG.F.A., A.Z.,3., nnd Special . ppointmcnts. On thi
basls, the Section Transportation Officer wos on thc staff of the Bosc Scetion
Bommanding General and had 1o unite pndcr its control. Howcver, as Trsnsport-
ation Corps specialists and technienl representrtives of the Chief of Trans-
portation in Normandy Base Szction, certrsin orders were issucd by the Section
Trans_po_rtatibn Officer to District Commanders. in the nanc of thc Base Section
Conmanding fcneral, when the ‘occasion demanded such action, Opcrational control
gf the Transportation Corps units within the vzrious Districts of Yormendy Base

ection was normally cxercised throush the Distriect Commrndcr who also had 2

:Z;fg orgatiized similorly to that of the Pago Sootisn Commandine Gencral. Thus
";‘1str;??;iiiipg;iigfgnogf;?z?c?.ls‘trict received stoaff assistance from 2 T.Ce
g g . : e, %
Conti;tigigdgiuﬁil; TransportqtiOn_gOr;S units hod becn ~rrivinz on the
became Normandy hass o crq L0lf 2981gn0d dutics in the rroac thst subsequently
Major Ports, the- ong ;ﬁi‘m he majority of thesc units opcrntcd under the
Special Brlé;:ades' e ithl- ﬂI:.Y_Railway Service, or wcre attachcd to the Englncer
Tronsportitiog O‘E'ficc Wat'g;:ri‘oimznco of their dutics. Thus, when the, Sect;;ﬁ?
there we_r‘e_éc?l Trﬂﬂsport;tiogag ZS?‘. in Normand;,r.BasG Scetion on 17 _'-_ugus'bfl Lz
approximately 50,000, Towsrds the cny oo ool LinS @ personel stronsth o it
dropped to. 181 with a personnel stpo o OV DT, the number of these units
BT anel, strength of approximatcly 32,0003 by 1 Janusry
erc on 8 : ;

; ’di g wer ly 125 Transportation Corps units in Vormandy Tnsc Sectlon;
éifgn ét l~§£l Shgw_s the Transportation Corps 3Station Li ct cffuc‘t:ivc ns of th~t
tho I:Tormlfu;dx n‘% "o h?\_fe ports ot Le I~evrc, Roucn, ang _ntwecrp, ~nd the closing of

hanay beaches and sub-ports accountcd for the mnjorit f the tronsfcrs
bhab oceurtd, " By typc,. the Tronsportation | g inprre Mt . Scetion
as of 1 ‘Sepbember, 1 Deccmbs porvatlon Corps units in Normondy Basc Soc

N s v = USeenber 1944 ond 1 January. 1945 were as Tollows:

4 .

Type of Unit T - 1 Y 1 Dce, '41 1 Jan. (29
- Quartermoster Group (Tc) ) 1 1
Quartermaster Batt~lion i |
(Mobile) {mc)- ~ . - - 13 10 >
Truck Companies-QM,ci(Tc), 7¢ - 61 \ 17 31
Enginecr Truck Companios . e 0 _{z‘ 0
T3 Truck Companies - 0 :; 4
Amphiblous Truck Battalions - 3 1 0
3

/mphibious Truck Componiecs 19 s
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Type of Unit 1 Sept.‘'44 1l Dec.'44 1 Tan.'4
Harbor Craft Companies 8 7 4
Port Marine Maintenzonee Cos. 4 2 3
Port Service Sig.Companies 3 0 0
Tort Battalions 27 ) B 11
Port Compeanies 317 62 5%
Major Port Heandquarters 3 9 2
Group Regulating Stations 1 1 3
Traffic Regulation Group 1 0 0
Military Ry.Serv.(Hg & Hg Det) i 0 0
Militory Railway Grand Div. 2 1 0
Railwny Operating Battalion 4 5 2
Railway Shop Battslion 1 2 1
Base Depot Companics 2 3 3
Quartermaster Service Cos. 12 0 0
TOT:LS 284 182 x 125

*(Notc: See ppendix No,1l for names of units)

Under the original plan, the Transportation Section of Normandy Pasc
Section was composed of the following divisions: /dministrative, Marine, Motor
Operations, and Movemehts. The latter was subdivided into branches, designated
as: Administrative, Rail Xovements, and Motor and Highway Control. On the
basis of this organization, the various Transportotion Corps pcrsonnel assigned
to the Transportation Section were given appropriatc dutics accordingly.

Ls the work of the Trrnsportation Section progressed, minor modifications
and changes were made in its organizetion, and a Standard Opcrating Procedure
was issued during the latter part of Scptember. *(See Volume IV, History of
the Transportation Corps in the Battlc of France, for a true copy of this SOP),
The organization of the Transportation Section established at that time, and
which remained essentially the same until the end of Decembor 1944 (with minor
changes), was as follows:

TR.NSTORTATION OFFICER

Colonel JOHN C, P, H/NLEY

DECUTY TRANSPORTATION OFFICER

L¥. Colonel APRAFAM J. ROSENBLUM

CHIFF ADLINISTRATION

lst Lt. RAYMOND D. VALL (latcr Captain)
branches

1. Tersonnel

Supply
3, Tubile Relations snd Higtsricul
4, MNessage Center
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CHIEF MOVEMENTS

Lt. Colonel EERRY M. T, YILOR

1. Highway Control:
2. Traffic Engincoring ‘
b. Convoys: Stabling, Routing, Timing
2. Motor:
a. ‘vailability
(1) Depot Operntions
(2) TFreight
(3) Fersonnel
Rall:
2. TFYreight
b. Personnel
Field Opecrations
a., Distriet Transportation Officer
(LY rTC, (2) RTO {3) RTO

CHIEF TLLNNING &ND CONTROL

lst Lt. /RTHUR K. MIXYERS
Branches
1, Reports and Statistics
2. Staff Planning
3. Training

CHIEF MOTOR OPERLTIONS

1t. Colonel THIODORE {., R.THIE
Bronches

1. Dispatch and /ivailability

2+ Reports, Statistics and ‘llocations
3« Tersonnel and Supply

4, TInspection

5. QM Truck

6. [mphibian Truck

TROO: MOVEMENTS

Captain Temple J. Swetman

CHIEF MLRINE OrER.LTIONS

Major FRANCIS C, LIWIS
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Branches

l. Tort Tlanning
a, Requisitions and llocations
(1) Floating Fquipment
(2). Maintenance Liaison
(3) Skhore Equipment
2. Vessel lllocations, Diversion, and Navyal Liaison
2. QOcean Vessecl
b. Coastal Vessel
c. Freight and Tersonnel.

In the sections that follow, the three basic utility fﬁcilitics - for

movecment® by watcr, rail, and road -- provided by the Transportation Corps in
Normandy Base Section, from 18 lfugust through 31 December l@&é, are briefly
described. Tor‘'details of port rehnbilitotion, construction, ond operations
see¢ Chapter III, under 4th Major Fort.

Marine Operations

When‘Normandy .Base Scetion was organized, cargo was being dischorged at
Cherbourg, across the Omaha and Utah’beaches; and at the sub-ports of Grand-
camp, Isigny, St. Vaast and Berfleur, at a rate of approximately 38,000 tons
per day. KXeeping informed of the situations and problems of the prts, and at
the beaches, and offering the necessary technical advice in connection with
operations and planning in order-to. assure the movement of maximun tonnages
under the existing -eircumstances, were the major taerks confronting the larine
Operations Division, under Major FRANCIS C. LEWIS. The actual operations at
the ports were conducted by the Transportation Corps personnel attached to the
Mejor Forts, while opcrotions’at the beaches were the direct responsibility of
the Engineer Speclal Brigades, which by thot time had hed their unit attach-
ments changed to such an extent that they were composed of o larger percentage -
of Transportation Corps personnel than Engineers, For example, on_18 Scptember,
the lst Engineer Speciesl Brigade, opesrating Utah beach had 4l.4 percent Trans-
portation Corps personnel, 25.7 pertcnt from the Quartecrmaster Corps, 21.4
percent from the'Corps,of ‘Engincers, and 11,5 percent from other branches of
the Service, such as Signal, Ordnance, Chemical Varfore, and Medicnl. ‘For a
period of five months, each of thesc beaches operatecd 24 hours per day, seven
days a week; the night portion of this operating timc was done under blackout
conditions, until the latter part of ‘ugust, and' frequently strong winds made

operation” on the water impossible. The ports also opcrated on a 24-hour
7-day week basis.

Ls o statistical summery of port operations in Normandy Base Section, the

following fisurcs represent the amount of army cergo dischorged on the Contin-
ent, by port arca, in long tons during the periods indicated:

(1) From July through Deccmber 1944, the port of Cherbourg discharged a
totel of 1,661,749 long tons.

(2) Trom June through November 1944
1,264, 999 long tons,
(Beach closed 15 November)

, Omaha Beoeh discharged a total of
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(5) TFrom Tune through November 1944, Gsah Beach distherged a total of
726,014 lonz tons
(Beach closed 15 November)

(4) TFrom Tuly throagh December 1944, the Normandy minoT ports discharged

a total of 424,042 long tons.

~wn of these figures by months,

(See Chapter #IT, Table 8., for a breckd
s in FTO).

- and others showing ecomparisons with other port

The types of ships unloaded through the port of Cherbourz nnd unloading
facilitiés at the beaches included’larze carzo vesscls, Libe rty 3h11313,'0095t0rst
1ST's, ICT's, crane ships, tankcrs, troop transports, MT vesscle nnd lightors.
In most cases IST's and LCT's were unlonded directly on tho benchcs, wiid Lo "
other types of vessels discharged dircctly to the quays of t2 DUKY's, lanhding
craft or barges. 4 T

Excepting during adverse weather conditions, DVKY operntions B
Base Section were on a 24-hour basis. On the be;ch,;zs-,. they begnn their opor-
ations on D-Day and were in scrvice until 15 MNoveomber whon the besches closad.
/% Cherbourg, the first DUKW eame eshorec on 16 -Tuly a2t 1738 hours, and o
the remainder of the month of July, 79.9 p‘erccn-t. of the total cATED vl
was to barges and other eraft; 12.7 percent was discharced to DUIKS i
remainder was unloaded ship-to-shore. During /.ugust tho pereantase Sl
uwnloaded st Cherbourg by DUKY amounted to approximatély 20. PCI'CEBITC , which was
the highest percentage reached at that port. The last DUKY unloading ob i
bourg was on 15 December 1944, The use of DUEWs in carge unlonding e
i: i‘:.lexible, depending upon the operation as a whole. The cxtont of- their us‘c
thraue beaches, as compared to the service they performed .ot Chigrbouts, vari:ﬂl'
use iih:,ﬁt the variods stages of operations at each locality. In general, SHELE
o e discharge of cargo ot the benches was of major concorit ¥9 e ol

°n while at Cherbourg it was supplemontory. '

from ZUIE::: :?; ECtually amphibian trucks and their use in the unloadingﬁf caj:‘GO

S uE i) shore wz-as a development of World War IXI. They wcro opernt ccl.bj
nsportation Corps ‘mphibian Truck Companies Essentially, their operation

in NBS consisted of pulling- 2y e e e A . wGuest Warp"
rigged = 3 g-up alongside vessels and tying-up o 2 Gue

gged around the ship and equipped with hooks placed opposite £h6 ghip's hatches
én such sﬁmimler that_they‘i_lelrl the DUKWs in place alongside the'ship, while
hr:ngpor apon j0aTpEgort Company personnel opersated the winehes, workced the
atches, and gave each DUKY its load whieh, in ease Je wilnading pack ged goods,
wag ncirrfally two cargo nets full. These m;lphibian vehlalse were bhen navigatcd
?s ore and driven over land to a Transfer Foint whore their loads were transS-
erred by crane $o trucks and from there their londs were houled BY trucks €O
classified dumps., Fork 1ifts werc nlso set up on trucks or platforms, and
hezivy iron arms with a hook on the end were used to remove sling londs from
DUI\_JIS.- During the early stages of unloading, immedintely. aftcr seizing and
establishing the beachhend, DURVs traveled over roads to the dumps.before un-
loading. This featurc of operntingz the amphiblan truck was uscd t9 Sl St
where necessary or where considercd ndvisable in the situation, Maintcnance
and the replacement of damaged or worn parts beeame a serious problem during
ppetayions 8o that an abnormel number of DUKWs was deadlined ond this hampered
operations considerably, The following figures show the pcrecntages of nssigned
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DUKWs operating at Cherbourg and Omaha bench from June through Wovember 1944

CHERBOURG ~ OMAEA
June - 76 percent
July - 71 »nercent
fugust 66 perccnt 62 percent
September 54 percent 76 percent
October 3% pcrecent 57 percent
Novamber 32 percent 38 percent,

For ships with cargo requiring unlo~ding offshore and that could  not be
handled by DUIWs because of its bulk or xuight landing er-~ft, barzes, and
lighters were used extcnsively. hcir operation was nwore FLPOEn nt upon clem-
ent  weather than the DURY, due to thﬁ fact that in a }equ sea the larzer craft
would swing out ond crash into the side of the ship's hull.

The Harbor Craft
Companies under Transportetion Cori:s control oper-ted the barges znd lighters
D P

by means of tugs. They experienced the same difficultics with maintenance and
the lack of spare parts for their towinz equipment ns did the DUK™ companies.
Most of theée tug boats sre powered by Diesel enzines and piston parts failed
frequently, resulting in inoperative eraft. In December,
average of 38 percent of all harbor craft, that is, tugs,
boats, was dendlined.

gt Cherbourg, an
barges and disyatch

s the reconstruction work by the Ensineers progressed at Cherbourg

g (Seé
also Chapter III, under 4th Iajor Fort), quaysides were repaired and opcned to

the discharge of large ocean-3oing "ossels ns well as coasters; the quayside
capacities were thus increased considerably. The repair of railway trackage
made direct ship-to-train unloaling pOSSiblo. Concrete runways for entering
and leaving the water, =nd = large paved area adjoining these runways, were
constructed and resulted in improved facilities for the use of DUKVWs qt Cher-
bourg. The paved are2 elimlnated the mud conditions that were developing else-

where in Normendy Basc Section during October and November. The hard standings

ponstructed at the seaplane base proved valuable for landing craft and DUKWs.

Barges and tugs operated throuzhout the port and were dischrrged alongside the
basin, usually directly to rail cars. The DUKYWs normally worked in the inner
harbor and the barges in the outer harbor. ITisted

1 below arec the capacities of
the port of Cherbourg on 12 Jwgust and again on 31 Dccember:

12 sugust 3l December
Liberty Berths 2 2R
Consters 6 13
Lighters 47 80
1sT's 8 14
Train Ferries 0 )
. Tonnege Capacity 9,050 24,800

(Fxcluding vessels at anchornge being unloaded by DUKVWs, barges, landing
craft and lichters).
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= - srcrations
idverse weather conditions had their hampering cffcet on port o)
at Cherbourz ns well ns at the beachces.

Cftcn stevedore :;'vn;:s‘bf“‘f'iﬂ}d :‘v;ﬁip
~nd before the first draft was lowered over the side, ‘Fi\r::_ ”'lyqrer 722055"‘335
élashiné‘, rain necessitated o suspending of” Op_‘“rfltions' . ‘:jrw" on 1l2-houTr
were alsd serious, Tt was necessary to worlk "‘Grt.; i ad trof;:m- the‘ir work
shifts, exclusive of the two or throe hours FREAAT el tonmov:’i -\ri”cr:m'; OpETA—
to bivouae areas, Skilled 1nbor was scarcc beeause more tri-"ric.nt qﬁg:flc.i1lc
tors, slgnolmen and wineh drivers werec requircd f?l" the equlpme .
than was provided for by unit Tables of Organization.

. 3 4 a amp. were

The small sub-ports of Isigny, Barfleur, St. Vaast rL:Q Grufiid 15-'.mcnscly
capable of handling only consters ~nd herbor craft, yct they fi\,}’,vu_ngnt of
valuable, Thejpr quayside facilitics wecre used frcauently in > é;ir'llb’ ritted
perishables ang refrigerated corgo brousht to the Continent onbosz 11;; vicw of
coasters. The use of these minor ports beceame a sreatcr nc;co?;i ie-"’ and when
the-fact $hat tho larker Brittany ports werc not copturcd os f 'oF thi Loege
the advance of the ;';rrﬁie:é became so rapid that the const.ru.ction ° Tbg‘ cub-ports
suprly boses in Brittony were scen ns an economic imDOSSlblliEbj't ‘Hor;evurr
in Normandy Base Section were intt¥inlly &ssigned to the 1llth Tort. Hor
Grandeamp closeq

_ osed on 17
on 16 September; Isigny, St. Vanst ~nd Barfleur closcd
October. Grnnville'cantinued

- for
operation after the departure of 1llth Tort
Rouen on 24 October,  beeomingy

. Sece
g o sub-port of thec 4th Iort at Cherbourg. (S
Chapter ITT, unger 4th Port and 11th Tort).

the U3,

1
The British aputhoriti b; T‘ir;::f;chcs
Forces the useiof their "Mulberrics" or ortifict n1 port?_‘g among those
late in October, The tonnages unlonded nt Arromanches nre included n
shown above. for the total tonnnge handled at Om~nha beach. .
-ust, 1944

. fugust,
"hen Normondy Base' Section begnn operrtion under thnt Anme on 16
the port of

— was nverasing
Cherbourg was operated by the 4th ~nd 12th Tort, ~nd .fm;t s
10,000 tons pop day nnloading ana clearing that tonnoze from the po
twa—thirds-by .truck a1d

= ail nnd
one-third by rail, - By 1 September the ﬂri}iii: the
motor clearsncos were nbout the same, with minor fluctuations indics =
availabllity- 5

M ~ :.'J-lovfn
I more rail facilitics. By November, the ratio Or{gtnmiigl.
was reversed, two-thirds of alj port clearnnce at that time belng by e

it erra Oof
4n accomplishment of major impertence at Cherbourg was the disch ZJ;f
rollins etock, This railway equipment was moved into the horbor on C‘n?ﬁr'
three different types of vossels: the sea-train, ‘formerly on the Prﬁ:}"spec_
Mobilc-Havanna run; the cross-channel train ferry, which was.mnade u? ; Sl s
ially £i%ted coasters; and‘LST's in which tracks had been 1loid. The firs

+tead ot the
types unlonded of quayside, and the third ot the rail ramp constructed
secplone base,

Rolling stoek ai

sch-rge figures as of 30 November and 31 Dec—
ember are as follows:
30 Wov. '44 31 Dec.'d
(»]

Diesel Locomotives 123 1312
Steom Locomotives 207 7095
Gondolas 7086 85650
Box Cars i 1843
¥lat Cars 1820 6;)’7
Tank Cors e
Reefer Cars

169 169

Tl
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| 30 Nov.'44 ' 31 Dec, '44
Wrecking Units (Including 11 Mobile ork S : =
vl A Shop Tnits)
.Cabooses ‘ i 210 a0l
Hospital Units (14-15 cars per unit)

34 36

It was necessary for the NBS Transportation Scetion to maintain full
information on oll of the numerous activities within the Base Seetion relating
to Transportation  Corps facilities and to become fully acquainted with the
problems involved, and that its Marine Oper~tions Division devise, where prac-
tical, means of improving the use of men and meterinl ~veilable in order to
obtain grester efficleney ond economy in marine oper~tions. The Marine Opera-
tions Division was elso chorged with the responsibility for collectins and dis-
seminating informetion from ond to the Normandy ports ~nd beaches, and the
Transportation Corps Headquartors in Paris nnd-London. Daily situation reports
covering every phnse of port and beach activity, and reports on incoming and
outgoing vessels were prepored and forwarded to tho various officers or indivia-
ucls concerned. The orrival of build-up units for movement throuch the ports
or over the beaches brought on unanticipated problems, among which were the
frequent occurrence of a unit becoming separated from its organizational
equipment due to n change 1n movement plens. The handling of such matters was

a port of the work required of the Marinc Division of the Section Transportatior
Officc. )

During‘ December, in accordance with vessel diversion plans and tonnage
allocations, the tonnago dischorze figures were lower than for previous months
at the ports in Normandy Rasc Scction. The demand on Cherbourg and Granville
was noticeably less, o§ unloadings at Le Havre, Rouen and Antwerp incrensed.
The total number of‘tons of enrgd discharged at Cherbourg ond Granville combin-
ed, amounted to 301,647 tons, 75 percent of which was unlonded from l-rsc ocenn-
going vessels, 24 pcrcent from consters and the balance from other types of

craft. Cranville's nll-coaster operations neceounted for 50,749 tons of the
total.

There was some activity in the beach sreas during December, but it was
concerned mostly with the clearance of such mrrine equipment as floating cranes,
barges, tugs and other Transportation Corps cquipment from these ore-s. 1In
somc instances, certaln units of this equipment were moved over land on trucks
or trallers to Cherbourg or to Channel Base Section ports. The remaining items
were moved by water to these or other destinations., Included in the activity
involving the movement of edquipment; was the'moving of FEngineer port reconstruc
tion equipment to Le Havre. During December, the Coaster "Barons Court" emb-
arked carrying 683 tons of tentage and asphalt., It was planned thet additional

equipment would be loaded during January on the Liberty Ship *Schoarie" upon
the return of this vessel from Le Havre.

Outloading operations from Cherbourg showed a gradual increase during
December. A total of 8,484 tons‘were shipped to the United Kingdom and to

Channel Base Section. ' Casualty evacuations amounted to-23,445 an¢ a total of
1,382 POW's were evacuated. oy '

During December, G-4 of Normandy Base Section conducted an' inquiry into
the practicability of moving 312,000 tons of supples from the various NBS
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depots into Cherbourg and outloading them for Antwerp. The various staff
sections of NES were requested to make recommendations. After investigating
and considering the proposal, the Transportation Seetion reported that the plan
would be costly. Substantiating its findings, the fact was particularly pointed
out that the facilities of the port, reconstructed primarily for off-loading,
would not.allow for the outloading of more than S000 tons of cargo per day, -
regardless of the number  of ships made available for the opcration. IHowever,
the matter was not acted upon or brousht to = econclusion bcfore the cnd of
December, and under directives from higher headquarters, the investigation was
carried on into January 1945. . ¢

Several marine casualties, due to enemy action, occurrcd during-;.DeCGﬂ‘lb'Gr-
The incident which brought about the greatest loss occurrcd on Christmas Eve
when the LSI "I,eopoldville" was torpedoed about 4000 yaids from the outer broak-
water at Cherbourg. There were 2,455 troops‘ aboard, membcrs of the 66th Infantry
Division., The known casuzlties exceeded 800, with scveral hundred missing.
The day before the "Leopoldville" disaster, the Coaster #Slcmish”, with a cargo
of coal far Cherbourg, was torpedocd in the En-lish Chenncl. ‘There were three

other casualties on the water near Cherbourz during thc month, but these did not
affect NBS operations. '

Motor Transport

There were many motor transportation problems in Normandy Basc Section,

in addition to those presented by establishment and operation of the Red Ball
EXpress.

Most of the priority trains thet were outloaded involved truck hauls
over various distances from dumps to the railheads. Beach and port clearance
was a major problem requiring ebout. 30 percent of the available truck companies.

As fall and winter approached, the frequent reins and heavy wheels of
army trucks and trailers soon made auagmires of the¢ Normandy pastures and .OI‘Ch-
ards which throughout the summer had served as bivouso areas, motor pools,
dumps and military rail sidings. Continusl usage developed small patches of
mud into deep ruts which soon made ploughs of vchicle axles, and necessitated
the constant use of front wheel drive and the auxiliar:} I‘an,::e. These trucks,
moving from a heavily mudded area, casrried large quantites. of mud on the chassis
and tines. As they traveled over the paved roads., the mud wes joltcd or washed
from the truck and consequently it became so deep in many placcs thot it was
Lmpossible to recognize the road as pavemcnt. A couple of days without rsin
caused o semi-dry econdition which changed the mud into = pasty sticky mass.
This gave a "taffy pulling”" reaction between the pavement and truck tires thob
was g0 violent in some places that huge pieces of pavement were pulled from the

road surface and made it useless indefinitely because of a shortage of Ingineers
for making road repairs in such instances.

Operating motor vehicles 'under these circumstences, and in defiance of the
inereasing quantites of mud throughout the area; helped to bring on the scrious
motor maintenance problem that developed. Thus, the number of flat tircs inc-
reased; and mud-ground brake bands, burncd out ¥alves and overheated engines
were among the other major difficultics that followed. The Group, Battalion
and Companhy headquarters under the Transportation Officc wore meking urgent
lemands for assistance. Waintenance required cxtcensive coordination with the
Jrdnance Section. Together, the latter with the Transportation Corps, '

-
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established a system of "De ILuxe" service stations loecated at critical points
throughout Normandy Basc Section. Each of these stations was capzble Of coOomp-
letely serviecing 20 vchicles per hour.

*hen the Normandy Base Section was organized, ther: were two Quartcrmaster
Groups, cight Cuartormaster Battalions, Mobile (TC) and 84 Truck Companies
assigned for duty within its limits in -~ddition to thOSu assigned to Red Eall.

The 1323rd and 388th Engineer Genersl Scrvice Regiments, while in the United

Kingdom, formed seven truck companies cach, within thglr respective organiza-
tions and in NBS thcse were under Transportation Corps control. Fach Regiment

was divided into two battalions. Another battalion was addced when the 25th
Chemical Smoke CGenerating Battalion was‘rcorganized into =2 truck battalion,
while mqlntﬁlninn 1ts original identity, and its four companice were equipped -
with 2] -ton Standard 6 x 6 trucks. “Yhen the Red Ball program was established

" the lattcr part of August, many truck compenies wore t&ken away from other Base
Section operetions. In order to help offset the shortoge thus created, ten
truck companies were organized from Lnti-Aircraft Dattalions in the Normandy
Base Scction area and these were assizned to NRS., f4dditions]l vehicles were
Turnished 10 September when 1750 men from Replaccment Pools werc organized into
provisional uvnits and given 2 pool of 1000 trucks. Thesec trucks were divided
into five groups or units and distributed to Utah and Omaha Districts, =nd to
the 4th and 1lth Ports, in proportion to the work requir.d.

One of the zreatest difficultics cxperienced in NBS in using thesec prov-
1sional companies . was the lack of tools for proper vehicle maintcnanca.

Those
tools alrcady in use by regular trucking units hed to meet this need. In add-
ition to this drawback, the personnel drawn from Replaccment Pools were not

accompanied by officers and this rcsulted in =n extreme shortagce of supervisory
personnel.

Thesc two factors contributed gre~tly to the high mortality rate
among the vchicles.

Near the end of November, the number of truck companiecs in NBS amounted to
64, but the number of deadlined vehicles within these units reduced their
effectiveness in somc instances more than 50 percent. Between 35 =nd 50 percent
more transportotion was needed in dump and railhead operations due to mud.

Brief History of the Red Ball Route in NRS

Late in ZAugust, the Army dumps at Dreux and Chartres issued an urgent call
for supplies in order o maintein the might of the Armies' offensive against the
enemy moving south and to the east. Their rcquirements were for 72,000 tons to

be delivered within 10 days, from 25 August to 5 September. To meest this dem-
and, plans were dcveloped by the hcidqu;rtars staff of Normandy Base Section for
the Red Ball Exprcss operation, using 2:-ton 6 x 6 CGIC trucks. This cxpedient
was devised becesuse the roilroads were still being repaired ond the rolling stoc!
available ot that time was insufficient to handle the demands of thc Armies.

"One-way routes over Class 70 ronds, leading to and from the Army depots and
NRS dumps, were designated and the highways were marked "Red Ball Trucks Onlyw,
Truck convoy rcgulating points wer: established on cach of the routes; TCP No.l
was sct up near Torigny and TCF No,2 near gy St. Io. All inbound Red Ball con--
voys pulled into TCP No.2 and, whilec the drivers obtoined coffce and sandwiches,
the Convoy Commanders were given instructions as to depot destinations and the
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supplies that were to be picked up. All ocutbound Red Ball convoys funneled
through TCP No.l where drivers reccived coffee, while TCP personnel checked Tor
overloads, proper waybilling and entered the convoy iaformation on their convoy
ledger.  From there to destination, the way wes scheduled "non-stop’. See
Chart I, Chapter V, for layout of Red Ball route as of 15 October 1944).

During the period of operations indicsted above, which wes later referred
to as Phase I, a total of 74,585 tons were moved forward. The trucks averaged
a threc-day turn-around. Truck Company bivouac rreas were set up along the
return route so that driver or trueck chanzes could be made with the minimum loss
of time. Full headlights were permitted on vehicles. Only lst echelon mainten~
ance was practical, but Ordnance maintenancc units, consisting of mobilc work
shops, patrolled the highways as "aid men" for emercency repairs.

Phase IT operations on the Red Ball Exprcss began on 5 Septembor and cont-
inued until 13 November-1944, when the oporation ended as o large scalc commi b~
ment. During that time, as the tnctical situation developed, the Red Ball route
had been extended to Paris and beyond to Soissons, Chateau-Thierry and Sommesous,
Although the routes remained practically the s-me ~g originally establisghecd, or
as extended during the development of the tacticol situation, minor changes were
made ab various times and places beceause of cxtensive damage to the ropds under
heavy reins and the traffic involved in their use for these convoys.

During:the entire time the Red Ball route was in oporation, approximately
7000 trucks,” averaging from 10 to 12 round tripe each, carrica 355,519 tons of
supplies forward, often making deliveries dircetly to the requisitioning unit.
The maximum nimber of trueck companies assigned to the Red Ball route was 1403
shortly before closing, this number dropped to 19. On 29 September, 2 a
peak-operation day, 1,318 loaded trucks passed through TCP No.l, carrying app-
roximately 8000 tong of. supplies. Charts show a stendy decline in movenment of
tonnage following the high record made during the latter part of Septoember. The
roads were becoming roughcr; vehiclcs were beginning to feel the strain of steady
use and limiteq maintenance, ocnd more of them were becoming deandlincd cach day;
constant rains created mud conditions which gradually made it oclmost impossible
to move vehicles at the depots and this condition spread to thc roads; in many
instances, loaded trucks hed to be pulled from depot arcas by bulldozcr. Added
to these local operational difficulties was the fact that the length of the haul
from NBS to the front had beeome too great for efficient operation of the route
as a major supply line, Appendix No.2, this chapter; swamarizes the major con-.
ditions which interfered with truck movements in NBS, shows action taken 10
alleviate the situation arising, - apd recommendations.

Other difficulties were encountered during the operation of the Red Ball
route, in add!tion to mechanical failurcs, road disintegration, end mud condi-
tions! The "One Way" and the "Red Ball ' Only" signs were ignored at places
where, because of the distance involved, it was impossible to maintailn adcquate
Military Police coverage. Often single vehicles would travel the Poutes, pass
convoys; and ovcasionally cause the last few vehicles to lose the convoy. Some
drivers, it was found, purposely beeame lost in or ncar larec towns, returning
severdl days later; some were found to have g5ld their entire load, or part of
it, %o willing French buyers. On other occasions, French bandits "hi-jacked™
trucks on lonely lengthy climbs, a situstion which was creatly relicved ofter 8
guard sustem had been initiated.



Normandy Basc Seetion
[}

S
Page 15
Although the truck®companies were undcr the administrative
Mobor Transport Brigade, which later beectme the Motor Transport
the Office Chief of Transportation after 31 October, the ac%ual
trucks for picking up and delivering Red Ball cargo was done by the Vovements
Division of the NBS Tronsportation Section. The daily commitments of thc Suppl
Serviccs were given to the Transportation Officer and through him to the Move-
ments Division. This information was then rcleyed to TCP No.2 and on the basls
of this information, truck sllocatiosns were made as convoys arrived. The dis-
pateching of convoys was made in accordance with priorities furnished by G4,
NBS, who in turn was acting in accordnnce with instructions from G-4, Com 7,

control of the
Division of
alloeation of

On 10th Octobor, NBS was ossizned the Green Diamdnd mission, requiring the
utilization of 40 truck companies to haul 4,800 tons of supplies dally from
ports and beach dumps to the Granville-Dol area railhecds. The plon was similar
to that used for the Red Ball express, with special routes estaoblished and
operating in conjunction with Traffic Control Points. {Sce Chart I, Chapter
V). The truck companies were to be primarily trnctor-trailer units. Only 24
truck companies were available in NBS for the Green Di=mond operation; however,
on 14 October: the operation began. The mud conditions became -n immediate and
serious problem, defying oll efforts t0 meet the requirements as stipulcted.
With few exceptions, the lrrge vehieles could not navigate in the depots and
consequently, in orcder to load them, 25-ton truck compnnics were often assigned
to pick up loads from the stock piles and take them o the tractor-trailer
units parked outside the depot on the hard surfaced rosd. During its first
days of operation, the trucks used were employed to deplete the dumps at Vire
and Villedieu. ™hen this wes accomplished, nnd no commitments had been rec-
cived from Com Z, the Green Diamond operation was terminated on 1 November 1944

Port clenrsncc and dump-railhead hauls drovided the bull of the work for
truck units within NBS during the month of December. The total tonnoge lifted
amounted to 187,535 tons; the number of personnel moved by motor tronspord,
including troop movements and normal administrative moves, totsled 338,114,

For the purpose of ‘hrndling cmergency shipments of speeinl cargo to Paris, Motor
Trangport Division, OCOT, established a commitment calling for 100 tons of
supplies to bc moved daily from NBS over a routc known as Energency Shipment
Txpress or Miniatare Red Ball. The operations bezan on 13 December. Route
N-13 wag followed, from the truckhcad at Carcntan to Peris; the round trip
required 20 hours. The 3582nd QuartermasterTruck Company (TC) with 35 tractors
and 96 10-ton trailcrs, was the only unit assignecd to the move. There woere no
men route" scrvieing arrangements and no traffie control points were establish-
od. Tonnage allocations wcre mnrde daily by G-4, Com 7, to G=4, NES; no Serviec
was alloted morc than 200 tons at one time.

The number of truck companics operating within NBS deereased from S1 to 35
during the month of December. The transfer of the two Engincer General Service
Regiments, from Omaha District £o Rouen, accounted for most of this change. A%
the cnd of the month, five truck companies were working in Uteh District, 11
in Omaha and 19 at Cherbourg and Granville on port operations. During Docembor
the percentage dendlined vehicles dronped from 44 porecnt on 5 December to
less thon 10 percent on Bl December. The groatest decrense was ab Omnha where,
fyom o top figure of 70 percent, the dron was to below 10 percent. The total-
number of vehicles available nmounted to 34,023, for a dnily average of 1,807,

LUy
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and an average tonnage lift pcr truek per Ao amoun
weather ond the damaging mud conditiosns thf-ut the -
unloading operations. The average loadin~ and unlo-
Quently increased. T¥ollowing are comporativc fizurcs

~nd '

November
LovempLr

55 min 2 hrs;07 min

Average Loading Time 1 hr;
Averege Unloading Time 2 hrs; 35 =in 2 hrs; 55 min

Highway Control and Troop Movement

Control of the tremendous volume of traff
Section came under thc Movements Division »f ¢ il
supply =2né personnel convoys of more than ten vehie
definite instructions as to when they shoudd mosvz on

ic on the roads in YWormandy Base
he ns»ortrtizn Scetion. All
were clearc? and given

recific routes.

11 route or over rords not included in
11 route werc h~ndled by the Traffic
nd

Suprlies were moved over ‘the Rcd Ba
TCP No,2. Due to the feet thot the

this circuit. -Movements over the Rud
Control Points, designetcd as TCP No,1 o
arrival time for convoys at the TCP was indctermineble, the units clearcd from
the roa@ on to lanes lald out in fields. There, thor w.re time-spaccd before
being permitted to travel on the route, This systcom usunlly succecded in
breventing convoys from crowding upon-caeh other. ™on-Recd P=21) shipments by
road were cleared through local RTO's, DTO's ~n@ the Trensporb~tion Geetion at
Cherbourg. This rcquired the centralizea recording ~nd eontrol provided by the
Transportation Seetion for all l-rze rona movements within “BT. “hen ele ronce
was impossible on a selected route $hrough Amerier~n op British & ctors, -~ new
routing was planned and followed.

_ Late in November, a system wns devised in which units were assigned, in
advonce, to bivouac areas along the route. The Trans-~rt~tion Corrns, through
NBS Transportation Seetion,: coordinoting with G-4, NBS and Com 7, TTOUSR, arr-
anged £0 supply POL 2t & certoin time to these sreas. Usually these bivouace
areas were'loeated, figuring on cn average movc of 400 to 600 miles per aay,
depending upofi‘the size of the vehicles ~hd weight of their loads. “hen.a
convoy sterted, the Transportation Scetion notificd MP ana RTO installations
along the routs. As soon as the time or departure wes dctormined, a T7K was
dispatched to the ?hlef of Transportation, Com 7, ETOUSA. _

During August, much of the traffic for combrt personncl was under control
of the Armies and subsequently Advancec Section wns éhargm with the econtrol of
personnel movements. Late in August, the NBS Transportati-n Scetion took over
these rcsponsibilities =nd immedistcly began arrqnging ro~d elcarasnecc for ~ll
units. The following figures indiccte the number of ;ertf”in ;l:ypcs of units which
were staged in NBS during the period 1 September through 30 Movember 1944:

8 Infantry Divisiosns 2 Arnmored Divisiosis

]E?OCTor?us Eeadquarters S5 Armored Infantry Brttalions
46 AAA p{q;:tiflions 12 Tank Destroyer Battzlions
5 L) ’ 6 Engincer Regiments
26 Ingineer Battalionsg BE Trsinewr Gunpanfos
[=3 %t =

3l Fileld Artillery Bettalions 46 Ordnance Companies
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40 Quartermaster Companies

13 Transportation Corps Companies
17 General =nd Station EHospitals

Over 100 other miscellaneous units

£11 of the units listed above received road clesrance through the NBS
Transportation Section. In many instances their organic transportation was
insufficient to move the entire unit with its equipment. To meet this shortage
Transportation Corps vehicles were furnished. %¥here practicel, pcrsonnel
trains were m=ade up, usually the "40 and 8" type.

The arrival of cesuals presented additionsal problems because ndo provisions
could be made for the transportation of such personnel by sepsrate vehicle., In
some instances, it was possible to add extra box cars to trains for transport-
ation of such personnel. To keep the situstion from mounting to serious prop-
ortions, it-became necessary to be'on e continual search for vehicles with

extra spacc or empty railroad cars, in order to move men arriving without trans-
portation.

During December, troop movements through WRBS from the United States and
United Kingdom dropped as Le Havre became a larger personnel port and the
Channel Base Scction Staging Area became operative. However, some personnel .

movement continued to flow through NBS, as indicated by the following, covering
tho month of December:

Number of Personnel Personnel

Units Vehicles Moved by Road Moved by Rail
1 Armored Division ' 12679 8892 0
1 Infantry Division 1,056 4,953 7,703
6 Groups (Hagrs) 158 ‘475 Lo
8 Tngineer Regiments ‘648 4;443 2,985
34 Battalions 15720 11,435 2,218
72 Companies and Detachments 2,039 7,370 1,659
3 Hospitals Z4 77 -0
Replacements @ Y 3,379

| 7,534 27,645 17,944

Total FPersonnel lloved 45,589

Railroads

Prior to the Allied invasion of Western Furope through Normandy, France,
the railroads were subjected to heavy and repeated aerial bombardments. The
resulting destruction, and the damage done during the movement of the invading
forces, left many mlles of tracks and roadbeds’ practically useless. Rails,
ties, engines, cars, watering points, stations, and the signsl system were
seriously affected. Details of the work done to rehabilitate these railroad
facilities from July through September 1944 are covered in Section IV, Volume
IV of the Transportation Corps Fistory in the ITC, which covers the months of
July, Ausust and September 1944. The work of the 2nd Military Railway Service
in the’ ETC during the last three months of the year 1944 is discussed in Chap-
ter IV, this volume of the Transportation Corps History.. The paragraphs
immediately following summarize the railroad activities in Normandy Base
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Sczetion since the Transnortatlon Section wes organized in fugust 1944.

By September, the rehabilitatlon and reconstruction of the railrcads and
auxiliary facilities.in NPS, and the development of the tactical situation, hag
made it possible to move approxima’cely 150,000 tons of .supplics by rail bef‘ore
the close of the month; this figure compere;c‘:‘. as about .equal with the number of
tons handled by truck. Ixn October the total tonnare moved by truck declined,
while the movement by rail had increasczd to approximately 335,000 ton 2nd
in November, approximately 400,000 tons were moved by rail.

707th Railway Zrsand
the 728th and 729th
viorking on

"ren the NBS Transportation Section was organized, the
Division was assigned t0 the Base “cction znd under it were
Railway Operating Battalions. The 757th Railway Shop 2attalion was
a 24-hour basis repairing French enzines and servicing thosc brought over by

the Lmericans.

At that time there were no departure schedules for trains; instead, as
= of 20 400-

loaded, they were moved forward. On 15 September a deily schedule
ton priority trains was established. Cradually the¢ number increased until by

18 November, 48 trains carrying approx 1~1ate1y 20,000 tons of su oplies left NBS
in a 24-hour period, 39 of which moved from Che I’bourp‘ Mud conditions preventeq
the loading and movinv of a planned schedulc of 54 trains per davy.

. Besides Cherbourg, there were fow loading points in operation during’
August, hm: by 15 September, 26 were available, among which wcre Sottevast,
Barfleur, ‘St. Vaast, Couville, Coutances, Ia fajc du Puits, Dol, Pontarson,
Granmlle Le f,*eauffe Airel, Lison, I.eIo_L r*(military and civ:LlJ.:m sidings),
Isizny, Carc.ntan Vlllediell St. Lo, *Olllp‘ry Vire, Vélognes, Montcbours,
Bricquebec, Caen and Chef du Pont.

"

The Movements Division of the Transportation Section was charged with

the responsibility for scheduling the movement of trains. Priorities and
tonnages were stipulsted by G-4. For the fulfilling of the-;sc recuirement s,
liaison was required between and among the Military Railway Scrvice, the
Commodity Services and the Movements Division of the Seetion Trensportation
Office. The RTO's in the field were organized and set up by the latter, to
perform their prescribed duties at the various railheads and depots. s soon
as the train schedules were composgd, Movements Division notified the RTO's at
the railheads involved, and gave them information on the commitments. The RTO
contacted the Reilway Operatine Battalion (ROB) and ordered the crrs =nd indic-
ated where they should be spotted. The RTO and ROB endeavored to have them
spotted 24 hours in advance of the scheduled time for departure, in order to
allow maximum loading time for the Service conecerned. After the cars had been
sp;;tted, the RTO notified the Services and checked with them in order to make
certain that the procedure for making out the documentations was understood.

During loading, RTO personnel remsined in the yard, checking t9° make
certain that the loading was carried out properly and that rated loading cap-
acities were not exceeded. If 2 shortage of trucks appeared likely to prevent
meeting the scheduled time for dcparture of the train, the RTC requested add-
itional trucks throuzh the District Transportation Officer.

Excepting at Cherbourg, where hard standing and quayside loading were

\
i i
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possible, mud conditions at the depots hamperecd outlonding at =2n inecreasing
rate during October snd November. In some fields, which constitutcd the dopot
areas, conditions were worse than in others. Conscquently, if the Distribution
Directive (DD or Shipping Order) called for = tommodity in a field that vas not
normeally muddy or had gravel or planking roads, the loading deadline was met;
but loading in a badly mired field often resulted in a 24-hour delzay

; 7 in meeting
the schedule for movement. On some oeccasions the commodity called for in the

DD was unavailable at a given depot, in the quantity required, but was obtain-
able at one of the beach dumps; aceordingly, trucks were dispatched to complete
the loading requirements. However, unpredictable declays caused from bad rosd
conditions and traffic resulted in trains losding behind scheduls.

Another delaying factor entered into the matter of meeting train loading
schedules nt Le '.olay where the siding tracks failed duc to the fact that they
had been laid without ballast. There were seven of these trocks and it was
Planned to bellast them two at a time while the others were in use. The rains
came, however, after the outloading begnn, and before long the tracks were sett-
ling into the soft earth. Recause draincge facilitics had not been completed,
Mmost of the water remained in the yard, resulting in covering the tracks with
water and sections of them were under mud. "Consequently, derailments were fre-
Quent end in one &-hour period perticwlarly, the lattor part of September, therc
were 21 derailments. By the ond of November, drainage =nd ballasting were com-
Pleted and the yards were comparatively us¢able. FEowever, by that time, comm-
itments h~d decreased and the dumps were in such badly mired fields that loading
Operations were long and costly. Too many trucks =znd too much manpower were
heeded to make its use practicable when considering the tonnaze results.

In addition to Le Molay, other militery sidings were constructed near *
Sottevast and Couville. Sottevast was a marshalling yard for the loasding of
cars in Cherbourg. There the empty cars were brought in anéd classified’ zccord-
ing to type s0 that when the RT0 requested a certeoin number of box cars, gondo-
las, or tankers, they were readily sveilsble. At Sottevast there was sufficient
trackage to accomodate 2,430 cars with adequate spacc left for switching.
Couville was a mrrshalling yard for eastbound loaded trains from Cherbourg. In

effect, it was a raollroad traffic control point where trains were pulled L

classificd and moved out when track clearance wes received. Normally, trains
were pulled in pairs by "double-header" engines. The crew of the leading eng-

ine wos of military personnel, while the second engine was onurated by a French
civilian crew.

There were difficulties on the Main lines rs well as in the loading vards.
Through to the end of Movember, the following ocecurred:

1. Dereailments--29, due to wvarious causes, among them soft treck from
settling of filled-in bomb croters, switch points not completely
closed, 7nd incxperience of personnel with Trench type switches.

2. Rear-cnd collisions--29, due mninly to in-dequatc protection of

recr of trein by trainmen, and ergincers not hoving train under
control in occupied blocks.

3. “lde-swipe collisions--7, due to vorious cruses, mainly man
failures.
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Accidents not involving troins but personsl injuries, totalled

4.
eight militsary and onc civilisn; duc to low henginc wires
knocking crew mcmbers from treins, sudden stope ~nd st rts of
trains, crawling under trains, =nd detrsining from one into path
of another.

5. Miscellaneous--13, including trucks struck at crossines, fircs

breaking out in overloaded ccrs, cte.

Pilferage of trains also became a problem during opcration of the railroads
in NBS, so that special arrangements were necesssry in order to provide for a
sufficient number of guards to cope with the situation. 4 battalion of Infantry.
men from the 104th Division was given thc task of providing guards for eech
ration train. TFour gusrds vere placed nboard cschk doubl:i-hender to protect the

load.

On 19 September, the 720th Railway Operating Battalion wns assigned to the

707th Railway Grand Division. At 0001 hours on 23 October 1944, thc 720th ROB
assumed the duties of maintenance -nd operation of the lincs from Lison to
Ligsieux and Caen to Courseulles. Proeviously thesc lines had been under British
jurisdiction; in November, the first Lmerican trains werc lozded ~t Caen. Dur-
ing October and November, five additional opersting batt- ions, fivc mobile work<
shops and two hospital maintcnance platoons were aésigm.d to the 707th Reilwe)

Grand Division.

Passenger service, which h#d be~un in Avgust, operstine from Cherbourg o

Lison, carried spproximately 70,000 civilien, military ~nd Prisoner of ¥ar pass-
engers during the first six weeks of railrosd operation. By'thc end of November
the total number of passengers amountced to appr\:)xims.tely 260,000. Fasscnger
trains did not move on schedule but as proctical

Hospital trains, elaborately equipped (Sce Chaptcer IV for description), and
in many ways equnl to the most exccllent Pullmen in thc United Stotes, were in
operation in July. They were moving into Cherbourg =t a rate of thrse to four
daily by the end of November. Tracks on the quayside pernitt.d casualty cvec-
uation directly from train'to ship with little exposurc. £11 hospitol trains

moved with a "elear the track™ priority.
During December, priority’trains aversging 27 per day moved from MBS

carrying a daily averesge of 10,518 tons, thc bulk of which wns ammunition
totaling 105,173 tons. Other clesses of supplics shipped forward during Dec-

ember by rail wecre as follows.

oM cl I 59884 Sig g1 TT & TV 11,529
Qu C1 III 15,104 Tng C1L IT & IV 52,393
QM Cl IT & IV 29,7453 Med Gl TT & IV 3,956
Ord ¢l IT & IV 26,517 5 & T e i .

S ol II 7 IV 6904

The total of all ¢lasscs of supplies moved during the'nonth of December
In addition to above to..:n ~cs, this figure includes

Over railroads was 326,075.
hon-priority shipments, such 2s mail, MRS'conl; it also includes passenger and

hospitsl treins, figurcd ot 400 tons each, since they cach usc an engine ond
;
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rail path for that amount of freight, There were also 95 hospitsl trains and
48 personnel trains moving to the front from Cherbours dquring Decamber; 86
returned through NBS. The personncl trains carried approximately 18,000 troops.
of which 3,379 were replaccments. A total of 71,000 tons of supplies were ship-
ped to Advance Section =nd 48,000 tons went %o Seine Section. During the month
3,623 tons of mail were sent forward through NBS.

Effective 7 December, the daily commitment was 8,400 tons of supplies;
this daily avernge was excceded during December ond many orders wore filled

that had been back-logged during the two previdus months due to the mud condit-
ions at the depdots.

Railrond operstions in NBS entered what is roferred to as Stage III (or

Phase III) operations during December (Sce Chapter IV). According to the SHAET
plan, this mecant essentially thet exccutive control ¢f the railroads was assum-
ed by French Railway authorities. Actually, however, control over the two main
routes used by thc U.S. Torces remeined with the 2nd Military Railway Service.
The Cherbourg-Paris lines through Caen and Argentan were still TU.S. operated.
In general, all other lines within NBS reverted to French control. TUnder this -
arrangement, the RTC placed his demands for service with the local Chef de Gare,
in a menncr similar to operations in the United Kingdom.
werc established at Caen, Folligny, Vire and Lison.

Trench control offices

The 707th Railway Grand Division, which had controlled rail operctions in
Normandy since the allies began operations in connection with rehabilitating
and utilizing the railroads in France on 19 July 1944, departed during the
month ofDecember. Their control was taken over by the 710th Railway Grend
Division, operating from Seine Section. As the yenr 1944 ended, most of the
U.S., operated rail lines in Normendy were under the 728th FEailway Operating
Battalion. ‘In the Allied-controlled area east of Normandy and west of the
Seine River, the 720th Railway Oper~ting Battalion worked the lincs. Proposed

ndditional developments in the roil facilities in NBS worc discussed but unfav-
purably congsidered by G-4 at that time.

-



«+s« Normandy Base Sectio:
APPENDIX NO,1

(Chapter VI)

LIST O¥ TRANSPORTATION CORPS UNITS IWN
NORMANDY BASE SECTION AS OF 1 JANUARY 1945

UNIT

474th Q¥ Grp
&th Bn (M)

LOCATION

Cherboursg
St. Nere Fzlise

25th Cml Sm Gen Bn (M) Le Molay

151st GM Bn (M)
513th QM Rn (M)
521st QY Bn (M)

7280 Base Depot Co

784th Base Depot Co
785th Base Depot Co

483rd Fort Bn
498th Port Bn
499th Port Bn
500th Port In
511th Port Bn
513th Port Bn
51l4th Port Bn
516th Port Bn
518th Port Bn

3rd Grp R 3Sta

4th Port Haq
12th Port Hg

85th Cml Sm Gen
86th Cml Gen Co

13%rd QM Trk Co

165th Cml Sm Gen
171st Cml Sm Gen

%91st QM Trk Co
3383rd QM Trk Co
B3440th QM Trk Co
3459th QM Trk Co
3560th QM Trk Co
3575th QM Trk Co
3595th QM Trk Co
3599th QM Trk Co
3600th QM Trk Co
3620th QM Trk Co
3629th QM Trk Co
3660th QM Trk Co
2674th QM Trk Co
%690th QM Trk Co
3692nd QM Trk Co

Co

Co
Co

Cherbourg
St. Pierrec Eglise
Formigny

Cherbourg
Pricquebec
ricguebec

Cherboureg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Rouge Terre
Cherbourg
Granville
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Le Nolay
Le Molay
St. Vaast
Le Molay
Le Molay
Formigny
Reville
Delasse
Delasse
Le Nolay
“Chorbourg
Cherbourg
Formicny
Chierboure
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
St. Vaast
St. Pierre Fglise
Donville
St. Maric
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UNIT

UNITS coNT 'D)

3700th QM Trk Co
3737th QM Trk Co
3738th QM Trk Co

3863rd QM Trk Co

3889¢h-QM Trk Co
3870th QM Trk Co

- 388lst Qu Trk Co

4002nd Q- Trk Co
4026th QM Trk Co

4027th QM Trk Co

4028th QM Trk Co

254th Port
255th Port

356th Port

257th Port
258th Port

 259h Port

260th Port
261st Port
262nd Port
: 3551’(; Port

A 264th Port
~ 265th Port
~ 278th Port

298th Port

~ 299th Port

300th Port
301st Eort
3221:16. Port
,523rﬁ Port

¥ . 324th Port

32E5h Port
526th Pory
- 527th Port
528th Port

533¥d Port
- 534th Port

. 535th Port
" 536th Port

537th Pom

- 548th Port

549th Port

553rd Port

555th Port

| 420Blst Q¥ Trk Co

Co
Co
Co
Co
Co
(0fe)
Co
Co
Co
(610}
(655}
Co
Co
Co
Co
Gols
Co
Co
Co
Co
Co
Co
Co

' Co
- 529th Port-co

¢o
Co
Co
Co
Co
Co
Co
Co
Co
S

LOCATION

Alir Strip T-2-A22c
St. Plerre ¥glise
St. lere Eglise
Hav Gros

St. Pierre Eglise
Bandicaville
Cherbourg

St. Mere Eglise
Formigny

Le Molay

5t. Mere Eglise
St. Pierre Eglisc

Cherboursg
Cherboug
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Quelvillon
Quelvillon

"Quelvillon

Quelvillon
St. Saveur le Vicomto
Cherbourg
Colombe
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherboursg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Granville
Barfleur |
Campeux

St. Vaast
Equerdville

- Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

- Rouge Terre

Rougze Terre
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Rouge Terre
Rouge Terre

b JL;.Cherbaurg

T ks 3Ly
™A
.'_‘rr_\:';_ Y )




(LIST OF TC UNITS CONT'D)

UNIT

594tk Port Co
630th Port Co
645th Port Co
646th Fort Co
647th Port Co
656th Port Co
657th Port Co
658th Port Co
659th Port Co

328th Harbor Craft Co
335th Harbor Craft Co
337th Harbor Craft Co-

821 st Amphibious Trk Co
822nd Amphibious Trk Co

720th Rallway Oper En
728th Railway Cper Bn
757th Railway Shop Bn

101lst Port Marine.liaint
102nd Port Marine Maint
107th Port Marine lMaint

Co
Co

Co

LOCATION

Rouge Terre

Granville
Cherbourg

DOecteville

Octeville
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Octeville
Octeville

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Caen

Cherbourg-

Cherbourg

Cherboursg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

veoos Normandy Base Section
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APPENDIYX WO.2

(chapter V1)

CONDITIONS INTERFFEING WITH TRUCK MOVIMENT

A. Mud in Depots
1. Effects:

8. Ruins brake linings and systems.
b. Overheats engines trying to pull c_)ut c?f mud.
¢. Causes extra work for cleaning and maintenance:

r a. i over, resulting
d. Makes it necessary to handle cargo several times < A

in increased loading time.
2. Action taken:

int n ainage.
a. Mud constantly being fought by road ::ﬂ.alr-.tenal.?fe inioiia i
b. Supplies, except for extra heavy equipment, being o0 .

surfaced roads for loeding into trucks.
5. Improvements reconmend . d:

More and better mesns of fighting mud.

hard

B. Shortage of critical supplies and parts.

1. Effeets:

Tles up trucks which would ordinarily be in use.

2. Action taken: ’ 15 0 r extensive
Tire and tube problem still remains acute but bo:ecr_me,t?1 Oiigﬂ by Ordnance,
emphasis on proper tire meintenance and better dj;stf‘l;gn-bh '(T\"ovamber) .
the tire situabion is not so serious as the provious month OVTC ooy
A% the eng of this month (December) only one vehicle was
lack of tires. 4 \

3. Improvements recommended: »
& Solving the tire shortage problem. arts to various Ordnan
b. Better-planning for allocation of spare parts

shops, . cvaprs to glve
C. Con’kcinuous inspection and prfas:ure 02 units and drive
wehdellssfand tires proper meintenancc. ', s turnecd in 4
d. That vehiix]ies be avgilable so that g_-lll‘lib Whl(}h,hm replacement
vehicle to an Ordnance shop for repairs can draw a m 221 and the
immediately without having to be content with a fsr s
Z ; o L
additional red tape necessary to get a r?plff?{ﬂ-%wediat ely upon
¢. That trucks sent to forward areas be relcased imm
completion of their original missionS-_
Ce ?horta%e of Man Power:
« “ffects: o » drivers.
8 Tull uge of yehicles not utilized because O lack of
D. Same thing applice for maintenance.

2. Action taken: ; ) o n load toO
Army truck companies, a majority of-which arc colox Ld;—, Zi‘ Bt puinles:
Com Z, have only 76 (_:irivers for each (horoizheny GllOtmcﬂ . of the trucks
There are not enough drivers to Qe iusdnl gl Dour u;;t écnters to
and colored drivers are not obtainable from roplaccm
augment these units.

D

Improvements recommended:

: S 3 ~mam usc of
a, That enongh drivers be suppliecd these units for max
viehicles, or

| e "
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b. That a system of loaning drivers from one unit to another be
followed if the case permits.

c. That a pool of drivers be provided from which a unit can draw
in case of temporary shortage within its own organization.
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BRITTANY BASH SECTIOW

(CHAPTER VI)

The organization which became Brittany Base ooctlon (BBD) on tbe
Continent was orizinally established iy the Buropean Theater of Operations in
the United hlﬂddo" as Bastern Base Section under the command of Colonel (later
Brigadier General) EWART G. PIANK. On 28 April 1944, under the command of
Colonel (later Brigadier Genearal) ROY /. GROWIR, this organization became Base
Section No. 1, by authority of General Order Mo. 37, Headauarters, Buropean
Theater of Operations. For Continental operations, Base Section No. 1 was
redesignated nand established in Frrnce ns 3rittany Base Section, by authority
of General Order Mo. Z6, Headyuarters, Commmnications Zone, ETOUSA, dated 16
Aumust 1944. At the clovs of the year 1944, Brigadier General GROVER was still
in command of Brittany Base Section.

The Transportation Section was or1 1na1]J nlanned and came into existence
with the appointment of Colonel LYLE . SEIELDS as Section Traffic Officer (STO
on 17 May 1944. On 27 Ausust, Lt. COlonel «“. BEUGENZ SiITH, was appointed STO
for B35S and on 1 December 1944 Colonel EUGENE A. EVERSBERG received the
anmointment and occupied.this position at the close of the year 1944,

The Transnortation Olficer of Brittany 3ase Section was charzed with the
technical operation of all ports, inland waterways and water transportation:
the oneration of the railroads in conjunction with the French officials who
actually operated the lines: ang operational control of all Quartermaster Truck
Companies in BBS. Originally, the STO was in command of all TC troops and
units in 3BS but later was charged with their tachnical and operational control
only, in which the STO was responsible for carrying out the obligations of the
Transportation Corps to G-4 for the movement of supplies in B3S. The orsaniza-
tional chart for B3S indicates that the Transportation Officer was one of 19
officers on the Special Staff of the Base Section Commanding General.. In this
position his duties were in line with ngrmal staff responsibilities, that is,
for ad¥ice, information, coordination, cooperation, and planning within the
BBS headquarters organization. el :

When Lt. Colonel W. EBUGENE SMITH was appointed B3S Transportation Officer
on 27 Ausust 1944, the various activities .of the Transportation Séction were
orzanized under his direction. The divisions and branches vhich were formed
remained practically the same through- the end of the year, with a few chances
in personnel. As of 31 December 1944, the organization of the EBS Transpor:a-
tion Office was as follows:

Transportation Officer: Colonel LUGENE A. EV“TSB&?G
Deputy Transmortation Officer: Lt. Colonel J. R. KRIECHBAUM
hief, Movements Division: Major A. A. WILSOW
Cklcf Freight Branch: Captain EDMUND F. KIRK
hief, Passenger Branch: Captain JERRY L. DICKSON
Chief, liotor Transwort Branch: Cantain T. 4. SABATELLI
Chief, RWail Allocations 3ranch; Captain H. P. CLARK
Chief, Eishway Traffic Division: Cantain KENNETH T. WILSON
Chief, Administrative & Supply Division: Captain M. R. MANDEBERG
Chief, liarine Operations Division: Captain VANURL O. LEWIS
Chief, Statistical & Control Section: Captain C. G. TURNER
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Movements Division

The responsibility of Movements Division was the COOI‘(‘.lnﬂtionﬁ.‘ln(’ —

L 5 s 3+ 3 i thi > Base oe
control of the various Transportation Corps facilities 11.3-»151 the o -r““?cir\:;?;n
and the assurance that supplies were moved by the mOSt‘SI}ltach nn: o‘:;ﬂi;t
method. Under the direct supervision of Movements Division were: hiffltlf"“ -

o s 2 Brs h ; > A R =
Passennger, iotor Transport, and Rail Allocations Branches, whose AC -

for the period 1 October through 31 December are indicated Dbelow:

Freight Branch

AT wit? ssion o
The Freight Branch of liovements Division was charged with the_mic;‘mtop : ¢
. : : - - . my wing 1S C A
moving supplies, especially those handled by rail. The folloming

,. . : 1 gn 3
from the Freight Branch Eistorical Report for the period 1 October Earou -
December 1944:

/™. The most acute problem at the end of 1944 was that of cgggi:ﬁzion
of French Railway Officials and worlkers. Due to the 'q'cu)f'e Sy .'Ji‘w e I
in Paris and to the east of Paris, the French "ere incj%n?d Lo J%fic
priority to civilian freizht traffic, thereby delaying military trr';.’ 71'-1—-
Thi® difficulty has not been overcome commletely but by close.coor ir ‘th
tion of rail facilities »nd constant follow-un of military shlpm’i‘-nt? t ©
general overall picture has been improved from the military stsndﬂ?igr;qsn
Other factors contributing to the solution of the problenm are T’hnqi T
of rolling stock due to repairs, ithe location and use of r-l,ddltlor:- S
wagons, and the decreasing'military requirements in Brittany Base >CT1lon,

"2. The only other major nroblems are the continued ghol‘tage,Of The
specialized equipment and the shortage of locomotives of all tIfPe:;.#}:t '
best use of locomotives is made by dispatching trains of maximum Welll
and reducing switching to a minimum.

"3. During August and September, therc were many problems of oTEEh=
ization &nd operation. The organizational problems were solved by the
addition of porsonnel and the added experience of the staff; the pr?blems
of overation vere reduced By repait of trackage, Wagons and locomotives,
and the increase in the supply of coal.

"4. With the chenge in the tactical situation and the movement of
.gorces from the Brest area, the problem of supply was considerably Te-
uced, f
s,

Following is a summary of freight hauled from the beginning of
opsrations on 18 August 1944: :

AMMO RATIONS POL OTHER TOTAL

Auzust 11839 2846 6055 4786 23526
September 52194 69899 37238 40656 199987
October 41249 100213 12024 32574 193060
Vovember 20975 46631 10604 15451 1026861
December 19222 26725 19645 30073 94665

Total 154479 245314 92566 . ‘121540, 613899 "
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Passenser Branch

The Passenger Branch of lovements Division was cbarpmd 7ith the mission

handling.tho movement of all pers onnﬂl by rail or motor transport, civilisans
well as militayy-personnel and POV

of
as

This branch remained under the direction of antaln JERRY L. DICKSON, Chief
of Branch, during the last auarter of the vear 1944. A summary of the total

personnel moved by road andé rail for the monthe indicated follows:

Y

OCTOBER - 1944
=il
; Fatl, Motoxr- Total

§o2r Txaops : .58 1,704 11,654
£1lied Troops Z 659 389 3,048
S ofiaine B1,063 1,982 33,905 -+ -
Pationts -(*To hastiinl Trains originated in B3S durins:

TOTAL - 44,552 AVGE5.0Y. 48,607 Ce b r)

WOVZELEBER - 1944

B fotor - Total 1+

Rai R
U. S. Troops 3,582 667 - 4,249 X
A-Lli"‘,ﬂ_ T]‘O.bjjs 2,:‘ L B - 2 914 SRS
PO g - 10,971 % 10,971 -~
Pationts (Mo hospital trains originated in I BBS during Jovpmber)
TOTAL 17,467 667 18,134
HCINBER - 1944
i Rail Motor ZQLLL
U. S. Troops s 14,379 744 15,123
Allied Troovs 1,340 268 1,608
POT's “ 18,334 244 18,578
Patients i 1,888 ¥ 1, BB
f TOTAL £b,876 1. 266 Bty LB2
During December, 11 hospital trains detrained 4. 107 porsonn «:5 hospital trains

Oﬁtrnlnpd 1,828 personnel in B35.

As a temporary means of ass’sting “rench OIflCl%lS during October in hand-
ling the movement of French civilians, :their-omm limited number of asscngzer
trains having been heltad due to sho; ago of ceal, action was tqkon in ‘B3S for
the movement .of such pas sengers, in limited numbors on regularly scheduled supnly
trains. A detailed plan vas devised and issuod as Operations Memorandum -Ho. 3,
Transnortation Section, BBS, dated 28 October 1944: - This plan was effective as
of 0001 hours, 29 October 1944 for persomnel traveling between the points of
Morlaix, St. Brieuc, L'Hermitnge, Remnes, Dol, Le Mans, and Paris. The plan

called for the addition of one empty box car to aach synbol train originating
in Brittany Base Sectlon, and Thers suthorized travael requirements were justi=x®
find, one empty.car vas attachad to local supply trains. The number of person=
nel on eanch train was not tn excead 39. ¥arrents were to be issued to o NBRITh
orized personnel as s“own below.

a. Allied Army snd Mavy personnc 1 (excapt Fronch as in Nel halow) -
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b. US Red Cross and civilian empnloyeses of the US Army-.
c. French personnel authorized by the French RTO.

This plan Was discontinued wheh the SNCF instigated opermtion of passenzer
service 1 November 1944. Operation Memorandum No. 3 was rescinded by lettoes

dated 1 Yovember 1944.

Motor Transnort Branch

This branch of Movements Division was responsible for the operationnl
control of all Quartermaster Truck Compani~s in the arsa, authorizing trips,
establishing priorities in accordance with G-4 nolicy nné stinulations, and

for consolidating and rendering all motor weohicle onrrationnl reports to OCOT.

This means of centralized control for 2ll truck overations served to avoid
loss of ton-miles and to conserve and uss to the maximum extent the available
motor transportation facilities. The branch sunplied truck transportstion
for the 5th Major Port in the oparation of the ports of Morlaix-Roscoff and
St. Michel-en-Greve until thesec ports closed.: On 2 November, Captain THOUAS
A+ SBATELLI took over the duties of Motor Transport Officer.

Under the supervision and direct control of the Transnortation Sﬂgtlon.
BBS, trucking units in Brittany Base Scction operatad under Eq. 512th Qi
Group (TC), which functioned as a command azency for planning, supervising,
and coordinating tho operation, training, administration, and supply of the
Quartermaster units attachod or assigned to the Group. During October, the
following trucking units operated under this Group:

196th QU Battsltion, Mobile (TC) 4012nd Q¢ Truck Co (TC)
398th Qi Truck Co (TC) 368th QM Pruck Co (TC)
670th Qi Truck Co (TC) 669th Qi Truck Co (TC)
3902nd QM Truck Co (TC) 3399th QM Truck Co (TC)
4005th QM Truck Co (TC) 2409th Q¥ Trucle Co (TC)

(Zrploying A total of 304 vehicles)

Headquarters, 470th QM Battalion Mo ile (TC) =ns reliocved from attachment to
512th QM Group (TC) ana assigned to Advance Section, Com Z, on 25 Octobor.

During October, each of the truck companies listed above operated a
fleet of 48 2L ton 6 x 6 cargo vehicles excenting the 388th QM Truck Co (Tg),
which had t¥o platonns of 2i-ton 6 ¥ 6 cargo vehicles and one nlatoon of Z--
ton 6 x 6 COE vohicles. The 388th, 669th, 3399th and 3409th Qi Truck Com-
panies (TC) operatedi-directly under the 512th QM Group (TC), engaged in ~
general Line of Commmnications tremsnort. Ha. 196th Qif Battalion, Mobile (TC),
670th and 3902nd QM Truck Companies (TC) werc engaged in port clearance for
the 5th iajor Port. The 398th and 4005th Truck Companiecs (TIC) were engagad
in general hauling at Morlaix and transnorting POW's at St. Theogonnec; the
4012th QI Truck Co (TC) was at Brest doing zeneral hauling.

On 30 October, the 388th and 669th QM Truck Companies (TC) departad

from BBS. On 20 December the 3902nd QM Truck Co (TC) was relievad of attach-
ment to 196 QM Battalion, Mobile (TC) and on 23 December, the 398th QY Truck

Co was relieved from 196th 9 Battalion tiobile (A0 s, Hg and Hq Det. 196th

Q¥ Battalion, Mobile (TC) moved from Morlaix to Rennes and took over operations
there on 23 Decombor. On 28 December, the 670th Q¥ Truck Co (TC) was ro-

licved from attschment to 196th QM Battalion, Mobile (TC).

Ay
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At the end of Decembﬂr the following units mere operating under 512th

Qi Group (TC), encaged in general Line of Communications hauls and port cl@ar—
ance for the 5th Major Port at Morlair and St. Theogonnoc:

196th QIf Battalion, iobile (TC) 4005th Q¥ Truck Co (TC)
3393th Q¥ Truck Co (TC) 4012th QM Truck Co (TC)

3409th QM Truck Co (TC) (Zmploying a total of 174 vehicles)
The principal problem confronted by the TC trucking companies operating
in BBS during the last quarter of the year 1944 was that of obtaining materi-
als for tire repairs, particularly tire patches. Céld natches were not
practicable ~s they pecled off; for this reason, only hot patches could be
used but they were not available. As hizh =s

s 75 to ‘85 punctures Tere en-
counteresd anch day pnr truck company at Srest during the period just after the

city was taken. In poning donots, atout 25 or R0 punctures a day VWere en-
countered per truck CO“““QJ due to middr roads, imbedded with sharp rocks.
Difficulty —ns also expérioncad in ovtrining veohicles from Ordnance Shops
7ithin 72 hours. During December there was considerable difficulty in obtain-
inz anti-freeze solution.

€

During this quarter 308,855 tons —ers hr auled; 65,171 officers snd enlisted
men were moved and anproximately 763,963 milss were traveled durinz the orocess

of malking these various hauls. HNovember wrg the greatest month in point of

volume nf tons . And. personnel transnortad: thase wnrp 122,850 and 22,404 _cspect-

ively. October showed'less tonnage =nd personnnl movad, but more mileage was
covared.

Rnil Allocations Branch

This branch w-s established under the Transportation Office in Tovember.
Its mission was to distribwte cars -nd enecinss in thp B85S area and to maintain
liaison between BBS and t*m French .SHCF.

In carrying out its duties, one project of importance was in connection
with the securing of initials And numbors of damagad cars in B3S area; this was
done through the RTO's. Arrangements wers then made with SNCF officisls to
make the necessary repairs, giving preference to box cars and high-side £on—
dolas. The result of this Wo'k was a return of approximately 2000 cars in
Nov ember and 2000 cars in December. J..-ul"lnb the car shortage that d“eveloped_
during these two months their distvidbution was donea through the Transvortation
Officer, BES, on a priority basis estatlished by G-4.

Rolling stock svailable in BBS as of 30 November and 31 December was as
follows:

As of LI ;
30 Hov 31 Dec

Item - e S ‘1942

Box Cnrs j 246 - 214

Gondolas, high sides 75 789

Gondolas, low sides 20 ga

Flats, short wheel base - ’ 6L 531

Flats, long wheel base C 82 . 46

Passon zer Coachos, 1lst- Cl i o
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As of As of
30 Hov - 31 Dec
Iten ' % 1944 1944
Passenger Coaches, 2nd and 3rd Cl 1 6
Switch Engines 34 34
Road Engines 159 95

Hichway Traffic Division

14
t
{o 1)
q
e
ct
!

The Highway Traffic Division was chargzec the responsibility for qt‘nn
routing of all road movements throusgh and within B3S, the clearing of road
convoys, the preparing of strip maps, m~né for nmaintaining read recontRiSsanch
for an up—to—d;a.t—e picture of the condition of hishwny routns within the ~rea.
Reconnaissance was done in connection with tho Znzincers who Tepaired ro'qu.on
e ione from the Highway Traffic Division. The following
is quoted from an Historical Romort nrepmrad by this division covaring ODOTHT
tions from 1 October throuzh 31 Decembor 1944:

o/ o
"1. During this psriod the number of convoys routnd.rxnd 2) "“1,1\.'(1
by this division included 102 Intm-Section Convoys totsling 1022 vohicles,
252 Inter-Scction eonvoys totaling 7267 vehicles.

o, Movement of VIII Corps Units: thc 2nd, 8th, and 11lth Divisions
7ere handled by this office. o unusual éifficultiecs were encountered
Aand movements vere accomlished without confusion.

"3, The movemont of the 66th Division into this base section 7ns
ifP5cult to handle ms confusion at port of debaricntion made DTOROT
convoy advice from Normandy Base impossible. Close linison with e
Hilitﬂrf Police, BBS expedited this move by use of H.P. oscortf_-:- Tsn%‘ou,v;n
this base soction to the Assembly area. The movement of the Division
fron the Assenbly area to operational ares was without jncident.

0 i i ; o
4. Eighwny recomnnaisance throushout the 3nse Spectlon wag kept up

to ﬁ_n.te‘and overlays showing most recent highway conditions Wﬂrg‘ ﬁﬂr;T ,
pared foér distribution. Information was also recorded on 7 s ver DLga
¥ay map along with a1l highway information of other 3Bnse Sactions,

o iL . = 4 : & e . - 1"

€1lving a picture of available highways throughout France.

This divicion was responsible for handling all personnel, files, records,
and correspondence pertaining to Transportation Corps activities

Marine Operations Division

This division was initially under Lt. Colonel GEORGE D. HEUBZARD. The
first marine operations in 233 were at St. lMichel-en-Greve and Morlaix—
Roscoff, these ports having been opened 3 August and 5 Sentember, respnc=-
tively. The port of St. Brieuc vas opencd in BBS on 16 S'eptembcr.

During October, Lt. Colonel EUBBARD was transferrcd to the Office of the
Chicf of Transportation and the larine Operations Divisionwas placed under the
supervision of Captain MANUEL O. LEVIS of the 8th Traffic Regulating Group.
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The dvties involved during the last qusarter of the veaT Were FSSC“t1?11J the
sane as nreviously cestablished, that is, sunerv131n9 rncorﬁs eoulnﬂont ~nd
nersonnel nerded in the ri~intenance of the various riarine one r“tlou».i“ the .
330 keening cormpletec reeecrds of =11 aﬁily disetharie ojcr“‘lonu, ship &
pOSﬁls, equip::nt needs, storm snd- tidnl condi
ing lirison wikh other marine operations branckes on *he Contin
and the Ul ! )

(T)c+

Operations at St. Michel-en-Greve closad on 1 October and at St. Briecuc,
on 25 Octobar (See under 5th Major Port, Chapter III).

Statisticnl & Control Section

This section handled all

7ns responsible for forwarding them
to OCOT.

£

of lnrlaix-Roscoff
Decrmber 1944

The Port of mOll

ix-Roscoff continu~d ovnerations during Cctober. Six
moorings were in use

nd thr princival classes of supplies unloaded consisted
principally of ﬂmmunitio and

rations from Liberty Ships and POL from Tankers.
At about 1500 hours on 4 Ociober, durinz a storm, tvo Liberty Ships broke from
thair moorinzs and smnll craft were scattered about; a 3C-ton floating crane
7as beashed and scveral DBR's were 61@9&96; It was not until daylight 9 Oct-
ober thnt enerations ~t the nort hné returned to normal. On 15 October, the
Marine Sumerintendent of the 5th Aﬂjor Port remorted that three of the buoys in

the inner anchorage were out of line and that the Novy had requested a buoying
ship from Cherbourg. These buoys could not be used until reset which was not
accomplished until 19 Hovember. dgids

At 0430 hours on 15 October, amorovimately 220 Trench civilian stovedores
refused to nroceed with discharge operations at Morlaix because of the hesvy
rain. This left craft in the harbor that they had not discharged in time for
moving out with the tide. To meet the
Port transferrad
at that time this
to Morlaix.
work there

emergency ‘thus created, the 5th Major
the 386th Port Battalion to Morlaix from St: Michel-en-Greve;
battalion wns being usad to clear surplus in dumps adjacent
One Company wns sent to Landivisisu to complete the unfinished
and the other was assigned dutiss assisting in sorting at Roscoffy
The other two companies were assigned. to discharging operations at lorlaix.

On 18 Qctobar, another s toFm brolre ~hich necessitated the cessation of

operations at 1600 hours. During the night, several: Liverty Ships 7erc “orn
from their moorings. The ship “quﬁﬂbe" sustained tvo broken anchors ~nd re-
turned to the U.K. shortly aftervamds. All ships vere damagsed by drifting
barges; severnsl harbor craft werp bedched or ?roundnd During mid-afterncon
ths following fay the storm subsided Dut the Havy adv1smd that only four cargo

vessels could be moored bocause of mooring shiftings

On 23 October, the ship "3mn re Pym" arrived nt Morlaix with 2945 tons (Dw)
of 80 octane gasoline, the .first large tanizor to be placed in POL service in
BRS. Tyrn-around of this tsanker, nnd the "Y' tankers which shuttled to and
from Cherbourgz, was delayed because of weather conditions and freguent L51-0111-1(11;1;‘.
of POL barges, resulting in the vort not meoting the POL tonnuage tarzet of 600



Brittany Base Section ....
Pace 8 o .

tons per day. An ammunition discharge target of 1500 tons daily was sot

but was also difficult to maintain becausc of the prevailins~ woather condis
tions. Ships loaded with Quartermaster Class I supnlies ™ore also unloadad
during October, but Ordnance Class V supplies were given wnriority in discharg-
ing operations in order to arrive as closely as possible to set tarsets.
Desnite the reverses caused by inclement weather and vessel groundin~s during
October, in five instances, over 1000 tons were dischargrd from one vessel in
ona day.

During November, operations at the port of ‘orlaix-Roscoff continuad with
four ocean-going cargo ships beinz worked. Only three moorings Tore n\.rf“il:-*.ble
i of the sonth and this mumber dropped to two, the remalning
four being under rapair. This resulted in 2 reductinon of overside tor-ln.'\.ﬁr\s.
The mooring situation was finally clenr~é up by 15 Novenmboer mand =11 six were
placed in service. This made it possible to work four ships while t¥o were
Aavaiting discharge in the inner anchorrze. The total mumber of shins complat-
ing discharge during Hovember wns 15, witk total tonnage discharge as follerwss

Anmmanition 32,263
Rations 29,991
POL 4,073
Vehicles 2,035

TOTAL 68,362

Several barges at St. Malo wore conditioned during November and sent to
lorlaix for sorvice; these were the Solon, the Francois, and tho Tdith. It
7as agreed by the OCOT that on 2 November all tank cCONVOYS from Cherbourg to
Morlaix would be discontinued »nd all future tankers destineé for the port
of lMorlaix would originate in the U.K. On reguest from Suprenc BEnspnAr SeTS
411104 3xpeditionary Forces, SHAEF lMain 5-67008, dated 16 1245 A lowvenber,
it was decided that mo further bulk POL shipments would be made to Morlaix
after 30 Novembor 1944. Tho last discherge of POL supplies was on 23 How

vember, and all future forscasted arrivals were cancelled snd the vessels
were diverted.

o In order to relieve the serious shortage of cranes at the ports 03:
e H¢ 2 . 2 K 2 14 ~aix t
i avre and Rouwen, the ship "Empire Harcourt" was ordered to Morlnlx to
unload sleven cranes which were relessed by .the 5th ilnjor Port and londed

on this vessel, which sailnd from Morlaix on 15 November 1944,

Tontative plans were made for the closing of the port of Morlaix and
the transfer of the 5th Major Port personnel to the port of Antwerp-
Approximately one half of the porgo;lne]_ of the 5th lMajor Port, Ha n.nthq.
Co. : 7ere ordersd to move to Antverp. On 24 November, Captain DOUGLAS C.
PORTEQOUS and Captain MANUZEL 0. LEJIS, proceeded to lorlaix for the purnose
?f surveying the nort nnd to assist the 5th Major Port in attempting to
increase its daily tonnage. Subsequently, the daily tonnage overside Tas
increased from approximately 2400 tons to 3000 toans. On 27 Hovember, Hove-
ments Division, OCOT, surveyed the nossibility of using the port of St. lialo
for future operations. The results of the survey showed thot the nort of St.
lnlo could handle -t least 1000 tons of corl per day. The coal was to be
brousht in on coasters from the U.X. and it was -nticipated that the mort «of
St. Malo would soon be in operation. i
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Upon request from Loire Section, =nd in agreement with 5th Major Port
and OCOT, arrangements were made for the shipment of 30,000 sacks of U.S.
1lail, destined for the United States. Permission was obtained from the Var
Shipping Administration for the handling of this cargo 2nd the mail was load-

ed aboard the "Pio Pica":; 496 tons (DY) were loaded. The total amount of mail
handled was 1272 tons,

In gonjunction with the French authorities, a meeting was held on 8 Dec-~
ember in the office .of the Commanding Officer of the 5th llajor Port, in com-
pliance with a TWX received from OCOT. OCaptain DOUGLAS C. PORTEQUS attended
representing the larine Operations Branch, 3BS, and Lt. Colonel S. ¥. BYDE,
from liarine Operations Division, OCOT. The meeting was held to discuss the
feasibility of using the port of llorlaix for the unloading of coal, using
French civilian agencies, and to consider the possibilities of opening the
port Dy 20 December. It was finally decided that the 5th ilajor Port would re-
lease certain ships and equipment to the French, providing that the equipment
remain at Horlaix, and that the Transportation Corps would furnish a represen-
tative at the port for the purpose of reporting on the maintenance of the
equipment and furnishing a situation report on the amount of coal discharged
daily, On 18 December, 90,000 gallons of Diesel oil was pumped into the tank-
er "Francois" and turned over to the French, On 8 December, the Liberty Ship
PH-249 established a new port record by completely unloading in 119 hours at
an average rate of 955 tons (DW) per day, which was 90 percent of the daily
target; ‘average unloading was 67 percent of the daily target. The following

units were released from assignment to Brittany Base Section agnd departed for
Antwerp on 22 December:

104th Port liarine liaintenance Co, 330th Earbor Craft Co.
134th Finance Detachment 520th Port Battalion
345th liedical Dispensary 562nd Port Eattalion
1592nd Engineer Utilities Det, 386th Port Battalion.
995th Signal Port Service Co.: '
The Port Battalions left lorlaix, loaded on two LSI's; the balance of the 5th
Major Port units, including e Headquarters Detachment, the 333rd Harbor Craft
Company, and the 583rd Port Company were left behind to close out the remain-
ing installations and to assist in loading out the Liberty Ship with the equip-
ment of the 5th Port and the 333rd Harbor Craft Comapny's vessels and were
scheduled to depart as soon as the equipment had been loaded.

“.:District Transportation Office
Central District, Brittany Base Section

Asctivation and Assignment of Personnel

On 30 Wovember 1944, Loire Section was dissolved and the area previously
administered by that Section was incorporated within the boundaries of Brit-
tany Base Section, This change was made in accordance with General Order lio,
66, Headquarters, Communications Zone, ETOUSA, issued on that date. As a re-
sult, a sub-office of the Transportetion Section, B35, was established and de-
signated the Transportation Office, Central District, BBS, located in Le lans
and occupying the former Loire Transportation. Section building. The new sub-
office began operations on 5 December 1944, with Lt, Colonel DONALD ii. JACQUES,
as District Transportation Officer, (DT0), and a detachment of the 8th Traffic
Regulation Group, relieving Colonel GEORGE A, FORD, previously Loire Section
Transportation Officer and 15th Traffic Regulation Group. '
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The duties of the DTO were much the seme as those formerly assigned to B
the Loire Section Transportation Officer. Zowever, after the.adrca Ior which
he was resoonsible came under the jurisdiction of Zrittany Base Section, the
DTO ceme under the B3S Transportation Officer and was responsible to the lat-
ter for o1l policies and operstions within the District Area. The relation
ship between the STO end DTO was similar to- that of 2 "3ranch end Zomec ©
The functions of each were similar, the DTO covering e morc limited arce.
District Trensportation Office forwerdcd all renorfs to the 3ase Scction £
sportation Office for consolidation and forwaréing to OCOT, Ordcrs, dircctives,
end OCOT circulars, werc forwarded by the STO to the DTO. OComwleints r~nd sug-
gestions frod the DTO were forwardéd to the STO Ffor action or sending to I h-—
er heedquarters,

*

P

7 1

e signed to cechh in -
stellation operated by wersonnel of the 153k Iraffic Regulation Groum, on the
basis of men for men, in order to factlitatc instruction snd the transicr of
duties. An sdvance party consisting of Lt. Coloncl JACQUES, DTO, :.ejor Ej"l"
SEZWER, Chiof Movements Division, and Lt. H.J. 3URSO, Administrative Officer, 3
arrived at Le Mens to coordinatc mnd arrenge with the 15th Traffic Heguletlon
Growp for tho transfer, Hajor W. €. BHOPKINS, RTO at Dreux, sccomnenled the
Party to Le ilans and proceeded on to Dreux,

—~

The main party of the 8th Traffic Regulation Group detachment arrived ot

Le Mans on 29 Hovewber from MBS where most of them had boen on Detached Scr— \
vice, Initizl assignments of ncrsonncl were nzde s indiceted belows:
DTO, Le iisns ¢ 11 officcrs, 48 enlisted men
BRTO, Le liens ¢ 6 officers, 34 enlistcd men
BTO, Chartres 3 officers, 12 cnlisted men
RTO, Droux : + 3 officers, 156 enlisted men
RT0, Laval ¢ - 1 officer, 4 enlisted men ]
RTO, alcncon snd sub-RTO, Surdon: 1 officer, 5 cnlisted men.
licmbers of the 8th Traffic Rogulation Group worked with pcrsonncl of
the 15th Treffic Regulation Groun ~t RTO instaliﬂ,fi':o-ns antil 2 Deccmber, when
the 15th T2G begen conccntrating—at Le iinns for movmﬁéﬂt. ilermbers of the
lSth. TRG proviously in the Loirc Scetion Treasportation Office continucd own-
erations until relicved by personncl of the 8th TRG on. 5 DecemboT. : \

In order to comply with orders from the 33S Trernsportation Officer, fo-
he relense of 4 officers and 40 enlistcd men on Dotachcd Service, chenges’
were made in the number of active instollations c=d personnel assigned to
them, Chrnges in installations.werc as follows:
RTO, Alcncon and sub—RTO, Burdoxn, closcd 13 Deccewmber
RTO, Leaval, closed 14 Deccfiber '
RT0, Couternc, opencd 22 December — to service Quartcrmaster ~ctivitics
in the Couterne-Bagnollcs arce in the shippiiig of fircwood,
Sub-RT0, Tcommsy, servicing the 15th Denlacement Demot; closcd 26 Dee-—
ember, .
Sub-RTO, Chrmpagne, scrvicing Q-175 A, closcd 28 Dceembor, duc to trens—
for of depot to Le iians,

Init Chrngos oK
During the period 11 December to 16 December, the 3890tk Qf Truck Comniny
wes converted from a 25-ton 6 x 6 standsrd truck compeny to o~ 10-ton scomi-
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trailcr truck company, On 17 Dccember, the 38lst snd 695th Qi Truck Companic
were placcd on Detached Service with the 1 a;1oryd Division The 3202
o

Q: Truck Company was reclicved from attechm
on 19 Decccember, The 3438th Qi Truck Co wa

h
1t to the 512th QM Croun (Mobilc)
tr
27 Deccmber,

Lt
me:
s snsferrecd to Oisc Scction on
Opcrations of DTO and RTO's
The principal activities
(1) Supcrviscd and coordinet
t

of tno DTO during Dceccomber are summerized Dblow'
cd thce Chartres-Zenncs bulk POL scrvice,
(2) liade o survey end rcported to tho Tronsportation Officer, B35S, regerdin
" reil focilities and the status of SHCF rolling stock,
(3) lirdc rcconnaissances and coordincted with the Quartcrmaster in order to
expcditc the movemcnt of firewood from the Coutcrne— Bagnollcs arce.

(4) Coordinatcd and cxoedited the movement of lumbor shipned by the Engincers
from the Tours ares..

(5) Instituted a survey of SNCF car rconir facilitics at Le ilans and Chrrtres.

(6) Rcactivated bivousc arce st the junction of Eighways N=157 o d ¥—-23 in

order to accomodatc transicent orgeniz-tions,

&0 Supplicd vechicles to the varlous scrvices and agencics for usc in build-
ing and maintaining POW camps, building snd meintsining roads, devot-
to—reilhead heuling, rallhcad-to-dewot hauling, and the transporting of
supplics to hospitals and other installations in the district.

(8) Established proccdure for overation of RTO's in the district,

1 RTO at Le Mons encountered a considerablc amount of difficulty in
coordlnﬁtlng and controlling yard opecrations and obtaining correct informa-
tion from the SNCF during Deccember but after several cxperiments, a prodccurce
we.s agrced upon and subscquently thce most important dcficiencics were corrected
In order to ocxpeditec the handling of treins through the station at night,
floodllghts were installed, Initially, therc was a great amount of dlfficulty
in scrvicing and operating the heating units of hosvitel trains but imorove-
ments were made as a part of the concerted cfforts expended by the RTO in
handling thesc trains as promptly as possible.

At Chartrcs, during December, the RTO cxpericnced a great incrcasc in
depot activity. The scaling of cars nnd placing guards on shipments fron
other Sections and Basc Scctlons were neccessary in many instences. The RTO at
Droux had very little dcpot activity and work therc consisted malnly of chock=
ing passing trains and normel station routinc., It becamc nccessary to corrcet
the documeantation of 28 trains originating in Formandy Basc Soction,

The District Transportation Office remeincd essentinlly the same except
for the chrnges indicated above, duc to s reduction in personncl, The person=
necl strength and organization of the DTO ~t the end of Deceomber was as
follows:

(1) Strongth — 8 officers and 28 calisted men.
(2) Orgenization:

District Trensportation Officer — Lt, Colonel D. M. JACQUES

Chicf, lovements Division — Major R. L. BREWER

Chicf, Precight Branch -~ ilajor R. J. DOTY

Chicf, Passenger Broanch - Lt, R, T, EATIEN

hief, Eighway Branch, Cant, C. Z. McKEEN
Chicf, liotor Transport Division - lajor W. S. DAVIDSON
Chicf, Administrabive Division - Lt, H. J. BURSO

Chicf, Historical & Stotistical Brench ~ Lt, 2. V. OAKS,



k-

Activh RTO—inst:_n‘]_]_p,‘bions o TolatiTin Has, Chertres, Drcu}:,‘ ~=& Coutcrnc where
the persomncl strongth at the close of Dccerber was:
370, Lo ilang - 7 officers and 27 cnlis

el
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sted men
BT0, Chartres, 2 officers rné 12 enlistod nen
N A 3 cd m
RT0, Droux — 2 officers snd 12 enlistod mon ’

e ]

RTO, Couterne — 1 cnlisted men
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e+ sChannel. Base Sasction

(Chenter VI) G Lppe

Channel Base Section (C3S),

an  aree bounded by the Seine Ziver on the
south, the Znzlish Channel on the west, Hollend on the notrth, and Advance,
Oisc, and Scine Sections omn the cast,

wag activated on 15 September 1944 under’
the command of Colonel FENTON S. J.A.CO'-“S. The position of 0BS Transportation

Officer was assigned.to Colonel JOSEPE . PALIER, vho still officlated in this

capacity a%t - the close of the year 1944, (See Chart on opposite page for organ—
ization of CBS Transwmortation Office). 2

In September 1944, an Advancc Detachment of 12 officers and 9 enlisted

men, formerly on duty with the Transportztion Section of Western 3asc Scction -
n the United Xingdom, proceeded to Le¢ Havre, the tomoorarily designated head- . -
quarters for Chanaecl 3""‘b Section, end

arrived on 18 Sentembeor, Their date of
arrival at Le Havre was only six deys after the British and Canadions hod cop-
furcd the German garrisons in the city.

N

including not only tho port facilitios but zlso tho centrzl
rart of tho citJ and residental dlStI‘lCtS, was in an excecedingly devestoted

condition resulting from thce hcavy bomberdments to hich it -was subjccted be-
forc and during thc latcst ste &S, of the secigos The city and most of the port
installations had bcen blasted to o mess of rubble and twistod stecl frames
and added to this werc tlhie demolished docks, bridges, ahd locks which the cnemy
had dcstroyecd to kecop them from falling intsaet into Allicd '‘possossion., In ad-
dition to this chnoitic situation was the naturally unfricndly end uncooperative
attitude of the pcovle of the city whose homes had beeon destroyed nnd whose
numerous rolatives end frionds had bocome easualtics.

Le Eavre,

Tho first few days aftor the arrival of
moking surveys of tho
units,

tho Advance Party were devoted to
area in order to locate available.billots for the.Port
possible areas for beaching LST!s snd smaller:craft until dock fecilities
could bec ropeoired, dump and turn-—-around ﬁreps, and “in conjunction witih the

Basc Scetion Engincers roconnaissances were medc covering tho various railwey
facilitios within tho area. Details J:vfﬁre'l:tnb the work thot was do_no_tp rcha—
billtatec the port of Lo Havre arc given 4n Chepter III, under 16th Hojor Port,
The CBS Transportation Scction subsequently beeome O_QOI'cLul'V‘O on 21 Soptomber,
vhen the 3616%h Quortormastor Truck Corprny performed the first assigned mis-
sion for the Basc Scction Transportation Officer b v ha uling rations and gos—
olinc for Hecadquartors, Channcl Basc Sccilon,

It was plamnncd that Channel 3Base Soction would cover the. sane ‘territory
north eof the Scine River as the 21st Amy Groun nnd that as the ~roa chenged
for the latter, Channcl 3asc Scetion boundaries would be ~djustod aceordingly
(Sce Appondix ..To. 1, this Choptor, for CBS Stotion List as of 31 December 19{4).

The Transuoertation Scetien Advence Party at Antwe

icers and. cnlistod
sance partios -were senf to Brusscls and
Antworp as well as to key citics 'o the main routes, in order o clotor“u.no
the most suitable depot sitos and instrllations required to hendlo tho "approx-

impte 100,000 troops that would function under tho Jurlsdlctlon of Chonnel
Basc Soc*cion. within a fovw days.

After tho main bedy of the 'Z'r;,_l sportotion Corps off
men arrived at Le Havre, rcconna

Upon roturp of thosc reconnpisance partios to
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Le Hevre ond, after a study of their reports, ~n Advance Perty of thf Trons—
portation Section, CBS, left for Antwerp to ~rrongo for o Tr:*nsporj:r,ui?:z&Scc-
tion Hoadquarters in that city. At that timc it wos {"ntiCipatCd‘t_"‘_."‘_tL.:‘.llu".'_v'OIﬂ__’)
would be the location for Hoadquarters, Chenncl 3asc Scction, onc mNGCLINES
woro held.daily with the Civil ond British suthoritics: in that ares to dctor-
minc the fecilities thot would be used by the Ancricans,

On 15 Hovember, the Advence Party at Antwerp was dircctod to procecod
immediatoly to Iille, as it had been decided %o locatc the hecdgunrtors O:_t
CBS in thot city. Upon arrival of the perty at Lille, the nccossory orrniigo-
ments werec mede for billeting personnel and o building for the Tl‘:“;lS}_JOJ:bv"lell
Office was scloctod at 507 Ruc de lo Republigue in on cpartment housc Iornen-
1y used by the Gestopo. The move of Headquarters, CBS, from Lo Hevre to
Lillc was made on 27 Novcmber,

Ono of the dubtics of the Advance Party seat %o Antwerp was to proc
the port at Ostend ~nd make arrangements for the hendling of T’OL ok ~t"1:.n,'
As 2 result, operstiens begen immediatoly; banlks cars wore gbbplnnd Laus 5 riﬁ
ous sources end yard installations wore sct up %o handlo POL. Flans 10T Wiils
oporntion hed sob as en immodiate targot for movenent,; at loast .2/,5'-“'5 - Tinn
port intskc capacity. Vhon it wes found that the targets ostablr:ﬂ.sncf. "]:.ﬂ.u-irﬂ
oxccodod tho storsge facilities of the port they werc roduccd. a0 ;"ﬂ".‘d'll’le’
. of POL nt Ustond was discontinuod as tho port ef Antworp becamo oporative,
and tho. RIOYs - which had boon sob up ot Ostond ~nd Brugge o control POL rovo-
nent were inachivateds :

Tho TC party scnt to Antwern from Le Havre had also coarcfully “ful'vﬁ-‘fcd-
the arce in order te deotorminc the most practicel routcs for novoriont o sup-
Pplies by nmotor transpdfi; and it was discoverod that considerablo En?‘lnoc%
work would bo roquircd to make thesc routcs usable for supply traffice .
work forscon includod bridging the Albert Conel, widoning roads, ond TOROV—
ing corners snd opening defiles in order to make it practical i ki ]\'O_
ton seni-trailers from the quayside to tho highways south ond cosb i SEle
worp. R0 instellations worc sct wp dquring Hovember at Brugge, Ghont,
ldelines, Louvein, Brussols, ond Antworp ond other arcas were rcco:mo;.rtoro_cl
in order’ to plan for futurc RT0 installations requircionts. During .L:onforjbor,
the 13th Major Port arrived and began clearing the docks in propard L0 ToT
recciving the first ships for unlonding. ' \

Tho Tronsportavion Seoction nt Le Hovre

At their temporary headquarters in Le Havro, tho Trensportation Scz‘::tion
hrd also beon naking various Fsurvcys and had decided upon Beauvois _:_E' or thc ..
first reil-truck transfer point, On 28 Scptomber, RIO's were CStE‘P{"-iSthﬁ‘"j
Le Hovro and Beauvais, and the Zngincers began clearing thoe right—6f—wey for
railwey service between these two points. -

-

Port operations began at Lo Havre on 2 Octeber whon three LST's woere
beached and thoir corgo wos dispatched to the Gnre Contrele sorting sihiod.
These ships had boon cormpletoly wnloaded by 4 October ond the first supply
convoy, consisting of 40 trucks, dopartcd with ~n emecrgency shipnent of ~pp—
roxinately 160 tons of Class II suwpplies, dostincd for Depot 180 At Relmse
At that tinc, port operations were at o ninimm duc to the fact thot Liborty
ships wore oxcludod from the harbor by tho Hovy on sccount of undctonated

’
.

g T
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nines ~nd oll port equipnent was aboard the SS Beaconfigld outside the harbo
Attempts to unload ships in the outer herbor into DUKWs vroved imoractical be-
ceusc of the rough sea end heevy cquipnent. It was ngt. until 10 October that
clesr~nco wes given to the larger ships for ontering the porte Following this,
Port cquipment wes immediately unloaded and sct up for operation.

Tort Opcrations

Trqnsportaﬁion Corps opcorations in Channel Basc Section during the last
qurrter of the yeer 19__, were -of paresnount liportance duc to the fact that
CBS contnrined tho threo npjor vorts, of Lo Hovre, Roucn, and Antwerp that were
openced during thet' tine, #nd because their veluc to the Allied Contineontal
opcration as a whole 1n shortening supply lines of Corrmmnication. It was the
rosponsibility of CBS to kecep thesc vport arces froc from congestion at all
tines, An account of the activitics in the . .rchabilitation and oporation of
cach of thesc ports is givon in Chepter III under the Major Ports concerncd,

but ~ brief rosume of thoir oporations insofar n~s the OBS Tronsportotion Officc
was concerncd follows:

Lo Hoavrec ——— 16th Mojor Pori:

Tho Advance Party of the 16th Major Port arrived ot Le Havre on 21 Scptem-
ber. Before rchavilitating the port so that 1t could be operated, it was neces-
sary to conduct extonsivc rcconnaissances ond to estinatc the ﬁnount of repairs
required before vossels could be unloaded, Trensportotion facllities by rail
and highway had to be thoroughly evaluated and plens drawn up to place the port
in operating oondition, DUZWs and other floating cquipmont weré used exclusive
ly at Lo Hevre while in operation during 1944, os no docks werc availlable, the
danage %0 the quayside installations being great. Whon the port first operated
only IST's worc dischargeds On 9 October tho first Liberty ships arrived and .
both coastors and Iiberty ships were then handled subscquentlys after I8 Octo- -
ber, however, astors worc takon up the Seinc to Roucn, leaving Le Havre to
acﬁopt the 1argcr vessels including troop ships coning d1roctly fron the Uh;tod
States. The plens called for a deily discharge of 7,000 tons at Le Havrey'
this teargct was meot within a fow weeks after the port wont into opera tlon und
was oxXceceded daily, tnercﬂftcr. for the romeaindor of the year, :
On 13 October, the Scine River was given clearsnce by the Navy for coa stcrs

and a detachuont of the 16th Major Port procecded to Rouen to R IE tempor
rily with tho oporations of that port, f

.

i

Rouon ——— 11th Port: .

i

'The Rouen dock facilitios werc not as completoly demolished as were thoso
found at e Havre;' howevor, no dock érsncs were ovailablc Having been destroyed
or pushed into the harbor by thc cneny., Three vessels had been sunk in such a
position that they restricted the usc of the herbor. Conforences wore held
with the Royol Navy to'cloar the harbor of wreckege ahd nines, and on 15 Octobaer
the first coastors arrived. at Rouon ond cormenced unlpoading. Op 20 October the
11th Port arrived and assumel comnand of the port, teking over duties fron tho

detachnent of the 16th Major Port that hed nado the prelininary surveys and

hrd stertcd operations, A roconnrissance party was sent wp the Seine %o dotor-

nine tho feasibility of opernting brrge service 1o Prrise All concernod con-

curred in the proposel and on 4 Wovenber the Hovy hﬁd.GOUP10t01F clecared the

river of all nines and obstrcles; on 22 Noverber, the first 17 barges stertod
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the trip w tho _S_cirl,lfd'Riv_or to Paris.

Antwerp. —— 13th Mrjor Port:

An Advence Echelon of Channcl Basc Scction wes forned »~nd sont to -atwrorm

with the purposc of conducting the necessary reconnsissancce and
itc action to sot up the port of Antwerp, vhich was to bc the la
the unloading of cargo on tho Contincnt. Antwern had beeon capturc
Germans in.cxcecllent condition. On 23 Scptember 1944, the first n
held at Brussols, attonded by roprescntnatives of SHAEF, Cormmminicat
2lst Army Group, tho Chiof of Transportztion, Advence Scection, ond rcpresonto—~
tives of the CBS Transportotion Scction, for thc purposc of laylng thc :
work for thc joint oporation of the port of sAntwerpe Subscquent r.m-.;t_i_n-__tés ot
3russcls and Antwerp werc held rosulting in am r~grecmont betweon the Uese Arnyy
and thc British for the operation, This agrccment wos known as tho "TrQ?.t:{' ol

Antwerp", Tho verious Sorvices ropresontoed by Advenced Zchelon, €35, stationd

at Antwerp were engesged in working out the detnils and final plens for t"lufort E
Civilian personncl esnd the requisitioning of port units and other TC personnol,

[

Tl
grouwnd—

and the sctting up of DT0 and FLO offices in Antwerp, Brusscls, Ostcnd, Gviw.ont,
and Malinos, werc ell on the agonda to be worked out so thrt when the gOLY was
ready to open therc would bc no serious tic—ups. & traffic control sysvoil wos
doviscd and river opereting units werc orgonizeds Approximately, 9,000 civil-
lan dock lezborors werc cngnzed by the port at the closc of thc yoale

@mﬂm&émﬁn@ under CBS Trangwortntion Sceition

7 I'r_iot or Transport Division

The liotor Trensport Division®of the Transportosion Section, under v
direct supervision of Copt, 2. L RICHARDSON, become operationsl on i?l Scpt—
crber, The 152nd QM Bn (TC) arrived for duty, its nission being porv C:ch"r"
ance and assistence in clearing end rcbuilding port facilitics. & fow Goss -
later, the 27th QH Gp, Hobile, (TC) ropdricd for duty with four othor (it rrucic
3ns and procecded immediatoly to corry out thoir assigned uission of SUPCIViS—
ing the thite Bell oporationse The first TORP wes cstablished in OBS. on 28
Septeriber outside of Lo Hovre, %o scrve o5 an information control posTe

Movenentg Division : \

An Advence Detechment of the 735th Railway Opcrating Battolion srrived ot
Lo Havre in time to neke the initial run on 12 October wken the first train
load of supplics handlod by the STO and SHCF (35 carlosds of Cless II supplics
wolghing approxinately 350 tons) rnnde the first trin to Reins, o boginning Tor
trips which becanc nore numerous daily snd incressed in tonunge until tho tar—"
get for port clesrsnce was soon surpsssed. On 16 Octoéber, the regular schod—
uled trucking operations to Bdauveis from Rouen commenced, snd on the seno doy
the transfer truck-to-rail operations were sct in notion at Beauvels, with the
first train lcaving Beauveis for the forwrrd aros on-17 Octobere '
. On 21 October, it was decided thet 5,000 tons of ‘sipplics would bc handl.d
daily fron Le Havre to Belgiun, Treins were to be 85.wagon limiss an imwicdiato
noed for 100 locomobives'was indicatcd, while the wagon supply wee found to bo

arples Forty treins (French type) were renorted as cnroute snd the balanco
proniscd for the immediate fuiurc, '

. er———
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Duc to the military and civilian requircnonts, o priority was establishod
to put the passenger lines into operciion withous Geley and with the coopor-
ation of the Engincers, the last of the import-nt comrmmications routes to
bogin a scheduled run wes the Diesel passenger coach service betwoen Paris and
Le Havro wvhich nede its initial run on 30 Octobor. & tontativo schedule coll-

y On o six-liour rumning-tine bosis.

ed for onc trr-in in coch direcetion doily
m - - . - - . . - -
“heo Le Havro—santwerp run had elrecdy been incuger~tod on 25- Octobere.

Highway Branch

& grent réqunsi‘bilit;,r was placcdon the Highway Bronch in Cheonnel 3
Section becausc'of the foet that novoncats by roil wero nccessarily resirictcd
for o number of wocks oftor the arcus in (BS werc talon overs = briof account
of thc activitics of thils brench follows:

On 21 Scptomber 1944, the Highway Branch of the Transportation Section
Chonnel Base Scction bocaro operational with hocdgunrters at Lo Havreo,  1lst L,
JACK SCHINAGLE ‘wos designated ns Chiof of the bronch. For the balance -of
Septeomber and the nonth of October, activity wes largoly devoted to boconnais—
Senco of roads, clessificontion of roads and bridges in cooperation with the
Basc Inginmocr, osteblishnent of lisison with British opposites, and the sctting
up of o systom of traffic regulation and control in cooperation with the Basc
P;ovost Marshalle During this sano period,: and in keepning with tho Le Hovre
~oend Rouen port repair end developniont progrens, a road net for truck 1lifts wes
cstoblished and designoted as the Vhite 3all Routce. (Sce Chapter V),

Bocause of cxtonsive dennge ceused by acriel bomberdment, artillory fire,
and cneny denzolitions, road deanage and bridge destruction both in the port snd
inlend arens wore gronte. Rond roconneissence, as a rosult, was nccesserily s
continuous and oxtensive project until onc—wey routes were developed #heot could
hendle safcly tho requircd volume and weight of troffic. Also, there'wore the
additional problems of traffic rogulation and control, ond coordinating with
the British in their usc of ‘supply routes in tho arer, o8 woll as the handling
of adninistrative dotails such ns the servicing of vchicles end resting end
fecding drivers. TOCRP!s werce osteblished ot Lo Hovrre, Roucn, and at the Beesu-
Vols railhcads Troffic points vhich were moanod jointly by the British and :
UeS, Military Police, werc sot wp abt criticel points in towns along the routcs
and o%. origins ond destinstions, ;

A fow convoys woro dispatched from Le Hovre ond Roucn; howover, o mojority
of the truck convoys cntercd Chonnel Bose Scetion from arcas south and wost of
the Brsc Scetion, and the Scction Trensportotion Highway Branch was used \
Prinerily to scrvice #thoso convoys with Olass I and Class 'III supplics while 'in
tomporary bivouac arcas, ond to furnish rond and route infornations

During Octobor,'tho Higawoy Bronch beerne o part of lovenents Division wnder
the dircction of Colonel 3. A. SHIFP, A policy was ostrblished by which all
personnel and froight novements by water, roil, or road would.be hondled first
through Movenonts Division and then forwarded for nction to the branch concern-
Qd.

o7 Inland Waterwsys Division

Although the Inland Vatorways Division wes activetod on 8 Novenber 1944 by
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Offico Herorandun Hoe 55, Office of the Chief of Trensportnotion, the Inlond
Watorways Division of Chonnel Basc Section wos not sot up until 18 Decenber
1944, The policy as sct forth was for the Inland
principally a supervising agency for cenesl operation a
runications Zone Scctions, with French, Belzisn, ~nd Dutch Governmental
agencies perforning the actunl operationse.:

As soon as the Inland Watorways Division wns organized, wrork wos sitort
in consolidating information concerning the connls, bargces, _p.g:ilitiq_s_ for
loading and unloading at depots, »nd otilor nortinent feocts rcg:‘.rdin.‘g the use of
inlond waterwny transportstion in the arcas under control of CBS. With the 23id
of the Fronch and Belgimn suthoritios, end U.S. 4rmy dngineers, imue:s ek
tion wes obtained concerning the condition of the camels, rivers, Dk e
quaysidcse

On 19 December 1944, the first berge with U.S. ATy supplics ?ailcd J.Ff‘ro-‘:
the port of Rouon up tho Seine Rivor to Poris, o distonco of 144 milese Al—
though barge movements were hampercd by the bridgo at Lo Hamior, operablions O
the Seine River graduslly ir..pro-{md through the remainder of Dcconber; 'bfpglmnng
30 Decouber 1944, tho Lo Menior bridge wes opencd daily for four hours VO '7’;110‘\'
traffic to nove uwp and down the river. On 19 Deocerber the firsv bgr{;g. 0f1U°S-
Arny supplies sailed from the port of Antwerp to Licego, Bolgiun, Vi&e mzc-Boom
and Albert Camals. On 30 December, the first borsge containing POL wns dispateey
ed fron the port of Antwern to Boom, Iady of..the barges. cproute via the via <
the Albert Canal from the-port of -Antwexp.hed.-tg be held along the cv.na:l becausal
of th: counteraitack made by the Germans. Zowever, loading ¢ontinued Ior,the
Albetrt Cenal. This tonnage increased considerably dvriIng the lastbt‘fo weeks of

S EYLLY, N i1 TN S R 2 of December was
) e omeee norep by Beres Iy B0 uSWotn.

Snceinl Assignmnents -

-

Coanl:

Onec of th

\ L ol - ~1t 3 o
¢ nost important phascs of the Trensportatlon Corps oporations in
Channel Basc Sec

tion, not directly rolating to TC port opcrations TaE L0 S
noction with the conl supplpy situstion. There was o dof initc shortagce oL (.3??“1'
both for militery and civilian necds, ond to add difficultics to the Si:u"‘-’:'lonv
civilian truck trensport was practically non—existent. The control of Treans—
portation Corps facilitics in C3S relating to the movenoent of coal wos, thero—
fore, carcfully checked in order to pernit tho maxinun distribution of coale
Black Market activities made it nccessery for SHAZF to irposc nilitery control
on production and transportation of cosl in Belgiw:, commencing on 15 Decomber,
with the stipulotion thet it romein in force for approxinately sixty dayse
HMost ‘of the minés concerncd wore in tho lons—Charlcroi Aros, under the juris—
diction of tho DIO at Chevleroi, 4n intercsting but deplorable condition wes
tho fact that in some shipnonts of toal as ruch as 50 porcent shrinkngc occur—
rod, dur to thoft by civilisns from the %ime the coal 1oft the nines until ,.it
arrived ot its schodulod destinntiony in one instance a wholo train load of
coal Wdisapncarecd”,

!/
Donots
The two principsl dopots in CBS were locatced at Ch
1ille (Q-185): The former was osbrblished and oxpanded

v O iy j

worlerol (Q-183) and at
in nid-Doceuber wiicn tho
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toctical situstion changed with tho launching of tho Gornnn counter—offonsive.
3185 was activatced in late Decenber to permit clearance of the congestion in

the various ports-duc to an cmbargo ncecossitated by th

the MBreckthrough and to-
pernit further use of tHo canals and barge trensportation,

2nil-Truck Trensfer Point

3oauvals was sclocted as the rail-truck transfer point in order to oer‘.ut
clerrance ‘of thc nort of Le Havre and to move suppliecs until the forward -arcas
could be csteblishod or until new donot sitos were located. The usc of Boaou—~

vels o8 o rail losding noint, which begen on 17 October, weas terninated on
28 Dccer x“Dczr 19e4, with g

total of 49,929 tons of supplics boing hondled fron
the boginning of oporations. This tonnnge was dispatched in 4,502 wagons.
Lebor for the accorplisiment of this oporsiion was supplicd by Fronch civil-
irns and Pristners of Wor under suporvision of RT0 personncl.

Moverient of POL

The novenent of POL (bulk and paclkas 0) was arranged for by the Tre oNSPOT—-
tation Corps through 2nd Militexy l,il*.ray Sorvice and civilisn railweys, which
provided the power and crews for railway novenent, The docuncntion, which was
prepared by the Service involved, was checked for legibility and correct way—
billing, TWi's worec tronsnitted advising o1l concerncd of the doparture,
number of cors, contents, ond destination., Depot situation roports were comr-
piled for the purpose of kogping o rocord of cars on hand, unloaded, ond on-
routc. This resulted in kooping tho proper flow of traffic ond scrved to pro-
vent congestion. Thore wos one through~pipelinc (USA) extonding fron Antworp
to Mnostricht, running from CBS at Hassclt. Tha Transportation Corps did nob
ohtor into the novorient of POL until-it wns loadod into cnrse

Movoniont of POW's

Goneroally speaking, POW's in Choanel 3nsc Scction were under the super—
vision of the Quertornaster Corps for vhich they scrved as lobor persomnel ab
various depots and instollations. Thorofore, arrangenents for movenent of

POWYs ‘was rifde by the Quartermester Corps through the BTO nocarest the il’lS't".,ll'\..
tion from which they worc to be noved.

If tho party wes of sufficicnt size, nmoveonent wns nede by special traing
othorwise, by ordinary froight or passcnger scrvice. Guards (usually_ Qi por-
sonnel) accor*ponn.od. nrigonors to their destination, the number of guards de—
pending upon the nunmber of prisoners involved, Aftor delivering the prisoncers,
the guerds wore usually rcturncd to thoir noint of origin or to sonc othor in-
stallation designatced by tho Qw\rtcrn"stor Cormns. i

Rod Horso

An areca in the Lo Hnvrc-Rouen District was sot up to hendle the flow of
porsonncl and wnits arriving fron the UK ond the USA, Thesc cammps and bivouanc
arcas woro known as the "Red Horse Arca", The camps wore sot wp during the
latter part of October and the first GFRS Troops arrivod on 6 overbders In
carly Docorber plons were received from Cormmumications Zono to sct up a "Red
Horse Expension Program! to handlc, in addition to the inconing troops, the

=D

units ond personncl cuberking for the UK and USA eithor on rotntion, bchabili-
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tation, rcplaccment, furloughs, or on terporary duty. Coloncl WALTIR: D.
CORD wos termorarily sssignod as Commrnder of this aren and begen: developing

and nlsnning for eoffieiont movement of troops within the ~rco. Comms wero
set up to hondle tho various types of opecrations and Trensortrtion Corps nor

sonnel were assigned to cach carp to handle the BETO problems. In late Deceon—
ber, Brisadicr Gencral JOSEPE L, PEILLIPS, was assigned as Cormending Gonerol
of this aren, Under Genernl JOSEPHE L, PHILLIPS, units were nttached to handle
all the problenms rolative to this programn. The RETO personnel remedined on duky
Eowovor, undor the DTO0 at Rouen, ond included the following 1oc;~,ti_ci;:s:_..-ﬂ‘(.3
Twenty Grand, BP0 Iucky Strike, B10 UK Leave Cormp ob Btretnat, ond REPO lotto-
ville. Tho transportntion Scction also meintaincd TCHP's »t six othor dlocks
.and. earms y thus giving coverege for the catirc arcco.

Trein Guords

After the first-Allicd troops arrived on the Contincnt, a dofinitec short—
e8¢ of many of the essenbials of 1lifo, anong the civilian populotions, was ap-

-

parcnt, As a result of this situation, end since the civilions in thesc eorecas
Dossossed sufficiont monoy, a roady nerket for o1l obtaincble supplics thot
Oight be pilfered was creatod. An casy source of supplics for pilfernge was
- A o B, a m - ~ ]
the SWpply train moving fronm thce ports ond depots to the front, .'.h<.3 'u—lfk_,l t:‘.ﬁ:m
schedules ond 1lack of omon rail lines nede it ncecessary for 2ll trains To nnke
nunerousg stops and travel at slow speeds, This situastion creoted thie perfect
set-up for allowing the civilisns %o board these surply trains at will, =nd €4
TOIOVG whatovor supplics thoy desired. It was found vecessary to ploce train
= o . = - i 43
g‘l‘c}rﬁs.s on duty with cach train in an ottempt to prevent such lossCSe SZ}.N.CO uig
Bajority of swyply trains in Chennel Basc Scetion origincted ot ports, 1t wos
ﬂfcld.ecl that porsomncl in units under tho jurisdiction of the port would Dbo
Wilized for a rasign: it forc. the Tronshoritstion Corns wos . X
guard nssignnontse There ’ i ]
ordercd to furnish porsonncl for train gunrds in order to protect the sup-
Plics being tremsportod forward to the Armios.

Since the nersonncl of $he Chrmncl 3asc Section moved into most of tho
Citios and torritorics showtly aftor tho onciy hrd cvncunted, thoy wore sub-
,jﬂcctod_ to constant denger o' cromy oction, Casunltios were sui‘fcrocl_al‘-long
?5‘-0 personnel of the Transports.iion Corps whilc corrying out thoir nissions,
4% Lo Heavre the grenbest dongsr -ma fron hidden mines, 'hen the oneny de—
Parted fron certain arcas “hoy lofit bohind snipers to harnss the troops whoi—
cvor possible; soude of those wore nssisted by collsborabtors, Antwerd received
heavy and froquent V-l and V-2 raids with the result thet the port ond all at-
tached TC nersonncl weze constantly wnder the stroin of danger both doy and
night, Ifumcrous casusiitics aid serious injusics occurrcd os the result of these

attacks (Sco Cheptor Ti7T w.der Aibworp)e

12th Traeffic Rogulation Group

It was not until 16 Oetober whon the 12th Traffic Rogulation Group roport-—
cd for duty thet sufficicnt porsonncl wes avrileble for the varlous aos silgnnicnt s,
Upon arrival, the unit wes billctod ot Etrétat and o~ftor intervicws to detorring
the cepabilities of cach individuel, assignnents were iade. As the verious
D0 ana aMO installations were activated, the nersonnel proceceded to their pwo-—
ber stations for duty. :
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6th Traffic Resulation Group

The 6th Traffic Regulation Group nrrived on the Cohtinont on 12 Tccuaber,
discrbarking at Lo Havre and procccded immadintely to Rouons They wore bil-
loted in o Chatoau a nile fron tho €ity awaiting nssignnent to the various
instrllations alrcady detornined by OCOT, 7t had beom decided that o snall
dotachnent wes to be assignod to Oisc Sectien, several casunls to roport to
OCOT as rcquested by nane, and'the balance of the personncl was to bo divided
cvenly betwoon Advance Scction and Channel Basc Scetion. The personnel
scheduled for Channol Base Sgction; consistinsg of 24 officors and 134 onlosted
nen, reported for duty on 16 Docenmber 1944, The Cormending Officcor of the
6th Traffic Rogulation Group, Colonel MWALTIR 1, MC CORD, along vwith Lt,
Colonel Wil. ILUIGINE, Execuilve Officer, ~nd Copt. A. S. ARISTRONG, Planning
and Gontrol Officer, wore #ssigned to duty in the "Red Horse irca' and pro-
ceceded to carry out their uission of devcloping tho "Red Horsc Zxpansion Pro-
gron® as originally sct wp by the CG, Comrmmnicntions Zone. Until the arrival
of thc pormanont Comnanding Officer of this Arcn, Colonel HC CORD assuncd con-
nend. It was nccessary to withdrrw personnel of the 6th Traffic Regulation
Croup assignod to the 16th linjor Port at Lo Havrec to assist in sctting up RTO
and TCHRP installations in tho "Red Horse .irca. Persomnel of this orgonizatian
was thercfore responsible for nost of the groundworl nccessary for this tre-
nendous operation which it wns planncd would cventually handle all in-bound
and out-bound noverientg of troops botween the UK and US., and the Continente

Statistics ns Roported by Channel Base Scction

TOINAGS FORVARDED BY THE PORTS

Yin Rajl " Yo Truck Via Barze
11th Poxte - :
Soptenbor Ml Ml Wil
October Wil 893 242
Noveénbor 7,227 89,847 o oM
Decenber 54,102 52,866 : 9,164
Totals 61,329 143,606 20,177
12th Porks .
Soptonbor Nil LW | Myl
Qctgbor Nil Nil Wil
Novomber 799 0,749 Ni1l
Deconber e 138,115 . 127,588 47,8
Totals 138,914 128,337 47,829
16th Port: ' ‘8 '
Septerber My M1 Wil
October . 22,845 18,882 Nil
Nbvamber: 100,639 65,064 473
Decenber 112,391 58,272 767
Totals 235,875 142,218 1242
B 8" 11
GRAITD TOTAL FOR THE 436,118 414,161 69,248

BASH
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Page 101 . . . SO BN e
: HIGHEVAY BRAWCE DATA
No, of DNo, of Yo, of Total Total
Convoys Porsonnel Vehicles Vechicle iddles Convoy idiles
September 0 0 0] 0 0
October 4 933 345 73,485 852
Novenber 183 38,584 7,461, 1,380,285 33,855
Decenber 418 90,958 24,121 4,631,232 80,256
TOTALS 605 130,475 31,927 6,084,902 114,963
PORT DATL
Suymly Ships To. Personnel o, of
Unloaded No, Tonnago Shins Unloaded Pcersonnel
16th Port:
Septenber M1 1 Wil il
October ~ .. 57 62,313 Wil . 1,887
November . 240 171,612 33 89,820
Decerber ... 239 201,028 51 101,640
Totals. -536 434,953 84 193,358
3th Porty M
Soptember ;1 il M1 o
October Wil Nil Nil ."fi“.‘l
Hoverber il 5,873 il f; 3.4
Decenber 128 422,993 il 276
Totals 128 434,866 Wil 276
11th Por:
September i1 N1l 1 Wil
October 38 23,844 Wil -
Novomber 151 127,610 83 16,12<
Decenber 152 13%.609 2086 _33,437
Totals 341 285,063 289 49,561
CRAND TOTALS 905 1,154,882 . 289 242,919
INLAND VATERL.Y TOIMAGE LIOVEIENTS
Class of Sunnlies Antwern Roucn
Engincer II&IV 14,407 1,463
Quarternaster I & II Nil 4,293
Ordnance II & IV Nil 1,877
Medical Wil 107
Signel II & IV il 158
Quarternaster III (POL) 1,069 2,692




Class of Supplies

Yiscellaneous

TOTALS

PORT OF ANTWERP
PORT (¥ ROUEN

GRAND TOTALS

er +  eee.Channel Base Section

Antwerp Rouen

L 547
15,471 Al lf il
15,471 126 Barges
11,137 58 Barges

26,608 184 Barges

Page 11
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y (Chapter "C[lﬁ
T.C. UNMITS T¥..CBS.e 31 D_.CJ'::“ 1944 .
UNIT Cs 0, LOCATION
152 Qi Bn TC (14) It Col A 3 Jolnson Antwerp
3616 Q1 Trlz Co TC Capt Peter I ZJaugl Antwerp
3583 QM Trk Co TC Capt Olin C Teylor Antwerp
3596 QM T,k Co TO Capt Jack R si ngleton Antwerp
3865 QM Trk Co TC Capt Paul T Sturgls Hemixem, Belgium
3883 Q4 Trk Co TC 1st It Edw Truxcellito .A.ntuexp
Lo56 Qi Trlz Co TC 1st Lt S E Clyger Q-1%3-T Gharleroi
4261 QI Trk Co TC Capt Jos F Dicignamn Antwerp
U262 Qi Txic Co TC Capt Lee A Nelgon Antverp
457 Q4 Bn TC Lt Col Ernest (¢ Parks Lierville
134 QM Trk Co TC Lierville
378 QM Trk Co TC Lierville
3574 Q4 Trk Co TC Licrville
3584 Qi Trk Co TC 1st Lt M Rubin Bouchout, Belgium
3622 QM Trk Co TC Lierville
3623 Qi Trk Co TC Ilerville
3631 QM T Iz Co TC 3 M4 NE/Hons, Belg
3343 QM Trk Co TC St Gnislain, Belg
27 Qi Group TC Col Percy S Haygon Hlbeuf
174 Qi (u) Ej.q_ € Hgq Det - &t Gol a.ran_k: w Yroderick Forges Les Iaux
399 Qif Trk Co (27 %) lst It Wm.H Hug;i 1) Forges Les Eaux
01%5 QM Trk Co TC lst Lt G-erald Druck Forges Les Eaux
3%98 Qi1 Trk Co TC Capt Hobert € ser Forges Les Zaux
2543 Qi Trk Co TC (27 Gp) Ca-pt Justin R Hguerd Forges Les Zaux
871 Q4 Trk Co TC (27 Gp) Capt Redmond Calgovay Forges Les Faux
271 QI Trk Co (27 Gp) Capt Rolland I Gﬂllins Forges Les Zaux .
HE/H Dot 181 Qi Bn (TC) Maj George ¥ Nix 14-185080
146 QU Trk Co TC Capt Clifford M \goasley 11-185080
400 Q4 Trk Co TC 1st It Andrew T (foGrath }-185080
3397 QM Trk Co TO lst Lt Andrew T Q;ostarino 1%-185080
3580 QM Trk Co TOC Capt Wm T Schiefyer 4-185080
3613 QM Typk Co TC Cant Huber H Reyy,olds 4185080
3627 Qi Trk Co IC Gap‘b James F Clav 4-185080
3992 QM Trlk Co TC 1st Lt Linton D Qpwis 5 Mi SE/Rouen
238 Qi Bn TC Lt Col Collis P K sdson Fontaine
3395 Q1 Trk Co IC Capt Claborn J BMJ, St Andre
3864 Q4 Trlz Co TC Capt Carl ¥ Muse Fontaine, Le Bourg
3982 Qi Trlk Co TC Capt David M Sch Fontaine
3986 QM Triz Co TC Capt Irvin C Gormyn Fontaine
9g9 QM Trlk Co TC Capt § S Stann Tonteine
EO Trixr Co TC Capt Wm I Boudro Fontaine

ob QM

APFENDIX 2IC sl
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PRIDIX 30
Page'l L APPENDIY HC. 1

(Chapter VI)

T.C. UIMITS IN.0BS.= 31 DECEMSER 1944 |

UNIT C. 0. *LOCATION

152 Q4 Bn TC () Lt Col A 3 Johnson Antwerp
3616 Q4 Trk Co TC Capt Peter L Raugi Anterp
3583 QM Trk Co TC Capt Clin C Taylor Antwerp
3596 QM T,k Co TC Capt Jack R Singleton Antwerp

3865 QM Trk Co TC
3883 Qi Trk Co TC
4256 Qi Trlz Co TC

4261 Qi Triz Co TC Capt Jos F Dickmann Antwerp
Uo62 Qi Tz Co TC Cept Lee A Nel A
2 Qi T+k Co 19) ee lielson ntwerp
U467 QM Bn TC Lt Col Ernest ¢ Parks Lierville
134 QM Trk Co TC Lierville
378 QM Trk Co TC Iierville
3574 QM Trk Co TC Iierville
3584 Qi Trk Co TC 1st L% M Rubin Bouchout, Belgium
3622 Qi Trlz Co TC Lierville
3623 Qif Trk Co TC Tierville
3631 Qi T_k Co TC 3 11 NE/Uons, Belg
3343 Qi T Go TC St Ghislain, Belg
27 Q¥ Group TC Col Percy S Haydon Hlbeuf
174 Q. () Hq & Hy Det .- It ol Frank W Broderick TForges Les Zaux
399 Q4 Trk Co (27 Gp) 1st Lt Vm H Hugill Forges Les Eaux
645 Qi Trl Co TC 1st Lt Gerald J Druck Forges Les Bausx
3398 Qi Trk Co TC Capt Hobert ¢ Kaser Forges Los Zaux
3543 Qi Trk Co TC (27 Gp) Capt Justin R Howard Forges Les Zaux
871 Q¥ Trk Co TC (27 Cp) Capt Redmond Calloway Forges Les Baux
271 Q1 Trk Co (27 C-_p) Capt Rolland L Collins Forges Les Eaux .
H/E Det 181 QM Bn (TC) Maj George T Nixon 14~1.85080
146 QU Trk Co TC Capt Clifford M Beasley  M-185080
400 QU Trk Co TC 1st It Andrew T McGrath  M-185080

3397 Qi Trk Co 70

Capt Paul T Sturgls
1lst Lt Edw Truncellito
lst It S E Clymer

Hemixem, Belgium

Antwerp

Q-1%3-T Charleroi

1st Lt Andrew T Costarino M-185080

3580 QM Trk Co TC Capt Wm Z Schieffer 1-185080
3613 QM Typk Co TC Cant Zuber X Reynolds 14~185080
3627 QM Trik Co TC Capt James T Clark 14-185080

3992 Qi Trk Co TC

238 QM Bn TC It Col Collis P Hudson Fontaine
3395 QM Trk Co TC Capt Clabora J Bell St Andre

3864 QM Trlc Co TC Capt Carl ¥ Muse Fontaine, Le Bourg
3982 Qi Trl Co TC Capt David M Schulman Fontaine
3986 Qi Triz Co TC° Capt Irvin ¢ Gorman Fontaine
%89 QM Trk Co TC Capt § § Stann Tontaine
Capt Wm I Boudro Fontaine

ol QM Tric Co TC

lst It Linton D Lowis

5 Mi SE/Rouen



UMIT

239 QU Bn TC (Col)

ggou QM Trk Co TC (Col)

10 QM Trlz Co TC
3988 QM Trk Co TC
3394 Q¥ Triz Co TG

513 QM Group TC
3625 QM Trlz Co TC
3882 Qi Trlz Co TC

175 QU Bn TC
3573 QM Trk Co TC
3576 Q4 Trlc Co TC
3602 Qi Trk Co TG
3609 QM Trlz Co TC
3614 QM Trk Co TC
3617 Qi Tplz Co TC
3621 QM Trlz Co TC
3630 Qi Trlz Co TC

- 4257 Qi Trk Go TC
4058 Qi Tri Co TC
bo59 Quitpl- Go TC
4260 0 Trl: Co TO
-141 QM Trk Co TC
168 QM Trl: Co TC

Hy Dot Y66 Qi Bn (1) TC
3610 QY Trlz Co TC
3611 @ T, Co TC

520 QM Group TC

86 W1 Bn (1) 70 -
3&96 QM Txlz Co.TC . -
3454 Qif Triz Co TC (Col
3658 QM Trk Co: TC (Col
3862 QM Trl- Qo TC .
3868 Qit Trlz Co TO

104 Qi Bn TC
QM Txlkz Co* TG
751 QM T 1= Go TG
ho52 Qi B3 Co 70
4266 QM 7.1 Co MC

212 Qi Bn TC
3497 QM Trlz Co Te
3533 Qi Triz Co TC
3612 Qi Trk Co TC
3§89 QM Tri Co TC
3091 QU Txlz Co TC
3867 Q4 Txlz Co TO

)
)

lst Lt
- Capt S C Tolbert

*s+eee Channel Base Section1

C. O,

"Maj W.L Tindall

Oapt Francis Hattner
Capt Clarence A Witgzal
Capt Frank H Price
Capt Arthur J Sheridan.

Col Hugh H Tolmen

It Col Clinton 33 SandorsonTirlcmont,

Capt lelvin R Dovmey
Capt Xindle Yalston

Capt Charles § Fraloigh

Capt Stuart M Low

1st Lt Marinus Goote
Capt Howard I Harpor
Copt Charlcs I Sems
Capt Victor Leatzow
1st LIt Robert I Thill
lst It William V Couch
1st It Raymond O Doylc
lst Lt John G Geilnes
Cept Thoodore R"Leputke
Capt Jamcs D lcKean

It Col A I Parrott
Capt Howard W Veitch
Capt John W Gegler
Col Harry A Fudge

Lt Col A S Paclard

 Copt Cloudo E Stowart
1st It

John D MYorris

.-ILt Col B D Mulvanity

lst Lt Paul S Zddy

1st It T A Edgoll
1st Lt Zebedec C Chaney
1st Lt W M Reppoport

It Col Asa G Atwator

Capt A § ILandforce

Capt. lw I Bonton Jr
lst Lt Jack L Clark
Capt Robt F Shanshan

Page 2 -
TOCATION

Chatcau L1 Beauf
St Iticnne
Menequesville
Vasceuil A
Iyons La Foret

T4 rlcmont, Belgiuws
T4rtcmont, Belgiww
Tirlcmont, Iolziws

Bclgive
Belgius
Bolgiue

Tirlcmont,
Tirlemont,
JrSt Trond

Tirlemont
T3 rlcmont
Tirlcmont
T4 rlcmont
St Trond
Hocgeardon
St Trond
gi;lomont_
Tirlemont.
Tirlcmont
St Trond

¥ Dcournc, Belgium
Ducrne, Bolgium
Duerne, Belgium

St Pierrc do Vor

- Rouen

. Rouemn

Rouocn

Rouen

_Roucn 4
St Bticnne du Rouxy

Tancarvillec
Forges Lecs Eaux
~ Forges les Baux
JrLc Havroe
Antwerp

Lo Hgvre

Molbourne G Proslcyls ML 8/Forges L B

L¢ Havre

Lo Havre
Hontecvilliers

Le Havre

Sncider Wirs Le Hayx
Le Havroe
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104 Port leint Co
104 Port Mrn HMaint
330 Harbor Craft
333 Harbor Craft
334 Horbor Craft
336 Harbor Craft
338 Harbor Craft
531 Port Co

625 Port Co

%86th Port 3n H/H Dot
214 Port Co
215 Port Co
216 Port Co
217 Port Co

392 Port 3n E/H Dot
155 Port Co
156 Port Co
171 Port Co
172 Port Co

490 Port Bn H/H Dot
226 Port Co
227 Port Co
228 Port Co
229 Port Co

501 Bort Bn E/Z Dot
U3l Port Co
435 Port Co
U356 Port Co
437 Port Co
628 Port Co
631 Port Co

509 Port Bn H/E Dot
%06 Port Co.
307 Port Co.
308 Port Co
309 Port Co

Det MM 12th Mojor Port

Capt Ervin W Larson
Copt 7 Nixon

..Capt Philip J Spears
..Capt Vorgess

Capt J W Dalton
Lt P C Rocse
Copt W I Goldstein

It Col ZEazippel
Capt G Decpec
Comnt ¥ © Shoomalkor

Mzj John & Dalc

Capt Zrwin D Bradwhaw
Capt Ferdinand V Plain
Cept Richard C Rilar
Capt John Boumlor

Copt Callec

1lst Lt Boxtor

1lst Lt G D Cohaoc
1st It T J Usher
lgt 1t J ¥ Sutton

Lt Col John W Harrington
Capt Hubort J Skelton
1st Lt J T Hoben

lst It Joscph C Caso
Capt Ponrosc E Goodall
Capt L R Ellonberger

Lt R E Louronco

Moj John W Wymno

Copt Komnoth I Jessop
1st It Douglas F Griffin
lst It Jamos © Ifunn

lst It Wade H Smith Jr

Pago 3
UH1iT : Ba0s LOCATION j
872 Qi Trk Co TO lst It Kenneth C Hoore Le Havro
885 Q1 Trk Co TC Cept John M Lembert Lo Havre .
3888 Qu Tri Co TC lst Lt Marion L Crandall ILe¢ Havro .
3985 Qi Trlk.Co TC 1st It Inyard Le Haovre - <
4001, Qi Trk‘po-mc --Oapt Bobt J Hackenbarger ILe Havre -
4253 Qu Trk Co TC 1st It Yoney F Groggs Fontaine
11th Port Hgqs IC Col R S Vhitcomb Reouen

Petite cdurronne-
Rouen

Pctite Colirronnc
Petite Courronnc
Rouen, Gt s L
Petite Courronnec
Rouoeon Rt 2
Rouon

Roucen

Rouon
Rouen
Jouon
Rouen
Rouon

Rouon
Houon
Rouen
Rouon
Roucn

Rouon
Rouecn
Rouen
Rouen
Rouon

Rouon
Roucn
Rouocn
Rouecn
Rouen
Rouecn
Rouon

Rouen

.Roucn

Rouen
Rouon
Rouen

Red Horsc




UNIT
UNEE

13th Major Port E/E Co

Det B 5th- Hajor.Poxrt.K ..
Dot C 11th Troff Bog Gpi-
Dot 15 T3G "
267 Port (o

268 Port Co Tl
339 Harbor Craft Co
344 Harbor Craft Co
345 Harbor Craft Co
352 Harbor Craft Co
105 Port Morine Maint

14'87 Port -Bn H/E Det
184 Port Co
185 Port Co-
186 Port Co
187 Port Co
282 Port Co
283 Port Co

284 Port Co
285 Port (g
797 Port COo
798 Port Co
799 Port Co
800 Port Co

B17 Port Bn E/E Dot

519 Port Bn H/E Dot
280 Port Co :
281 Port Co -

302 Port Co
303 Port Co
304 Port Co
305 Port Co -

16th Port TC (Major
Det A 44 iJ&j(Po;t )
Det I 12 Uaj Port
520 Port Bn H/E Dot
17)4 Port Co -
219 Poxd«Co) .
577 Port Co . .
624 Port Co .
626 Port Co
627 Port Co
3%2 Horbor Craft
351 Horbor Oraft
355 Harbor Craft

358 Harbor Craft Co
360 Harbor Croft Co
103 Port Mrn Moint
458 Amph Trlz Co
461 Amph Trlz Co

seaveeChonnel Base

C, 0.

Col Doswell Gullatt

"Col Edw C Forsythc

Mojor Albort leCullough
Mej MYonic E Meyer

Cept Glen L Nichols

1gt Lt Raymc T Iebro
Copt J X Kone

Copt Louils HMcAllistcr
Capt Shannon O Albright
1st Lt O J Bourg

Copt Goorge Y Doron

It Col Mont C Jaoclzson
Copt Bort E Halmnsoxn
Copt Jomes A Boococl:
Copt Clifford J Andorson
Copt Bugono M Conlon

1st Lt Conred B Wingficld
1st It Konncth D Bridgon

It Col Horold I Bonar
Cant Robert Vord

Copt Horold Steclcomen
Copt Jomes J Powcll

1st It Cherlcs W Ker

1st It Honry O McGonigel
Copt William J Ryon

‘MYoj Cherles M Nobors
.1set It Jamcs J Walsh
. Ist LIt Andrew Prudhommc

Capt Axthur ¥ Andorson
Copt Stanloy Dulsld
18t It Rgy J Tyson

Copt Relph F Closc

Cpl T J Weed

. %t I W Iembort

Capt Herold D Higby

» 1t It John d TTalsh

It ¥ L Pcterson
It R D Gennotto

Cept J I Kimmol
Copt C Z Don

Copt 2 B L yons
Comt J. S Wilson

. Copt Molvin R Poor

1gt It J G Fritz

LOCATION

Antwerp
Antvirp.
Antwsrp
A ntwerp
Antwerp -
Antvorn:
Antworp’
Antworp
Antweorp
Antworo
Antuorp

Antwerp
Antwerp
Antwerp
Antworp
Antverp
Antwerp
Antwerp

Antvwerp
Antwerp
Antworp
Antwerp
Antwerp
Antwerp
Antverp

Antwerp
Antwerp
Antworp
Antwerp
Antwerp
Antwern
Antworp

Ic Haovro
Iioc Hovro
Lo Hovro
.o Hovro
Te Hrvro
I, ¢ Havre
Lc Hovre
1o Howre
Ic Havre

. Le Havre

Lec Hatre
Ic Havro
Lo Hovre

Ic Hovroe
Ic Hovre
T Havre
Le Hovre
Lo Haovro

~
3
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Page H
UNIT G.0. L o fo LOGATION - ...
131 QM 3n e Capt HE A Leng : _-I:o.‘ Hrovro . .
463 Amph Trk Co st It Ym L T0i%.J7 " LiogHovrer .4
U467 Amph Txlc Co . ‘Capt '%ymond A Deardorff ILe Howvre: .. .
468 Amph T,k Co 1st It "Wm J Rodmond Le Howvro o .
469 Amph Trlc Co Capt K JL Jonos Lo Hovro.-
470 Amph Trlk Co dopt T B MeGhoo Lo Hovro. . .
815 Amph Prlz Co 1lst Lt "‘u,;-;c:i_o D Hooth Lo Howvro. © ..z
817 Amph Trlz Co ; lst Lt Lawronce D MeDoniolle Havro S
818 Amph Trlz Co .1lst Lt J B Mellen Lc Hovre _
362 Port Bn H/H Dot Lt Col ¥ S Holcomb Lc Hovre
580 Port Co . Lc Hovre
K€l Port Co ? ' . Lo Hawre
Hh8% Port Co Lo Havroe
584 Port Co Lo Haovre
485 Port Bn E/H Dot Lt Col John W Ross Ic Havre, .
222 Port Co Coapt Joan E Piorson Lo Havre °
223 Port Co 1st It Thomas D Wolling Lec Havre
224 Port Co , 1st Lt Don G Potty Lc Havro
225 Port Qo™ © Copt Lec B Carothers Lc Havro
LoL Port Bn H/H Dot Lt~ Col John F Condon Lc Havro
238 Port Go ='* . Capt Hoarry I Carpentor Le Havre
e5d Port Dol Nl Copt Donald B Campbell Le Havro
240 Port Co 1st L% A 1lbert Simmons Le Havre
241l Port Co lst Lt Frodoriclt P HEatoh ILe Havroe
502 Port Bn h/:l Dot It Col Edward Burns Lc Havre
70 Port Go fghie" Copt M P Martino 1L ¢ Havre
271 Port Cot® ' Copt Daniocl J Mohor Lo Havro
272 Port Co 1st It Clarence J Monke Le Eavre
273 Port 09” : 1st Lt Samucl J Abroham L Havro
505 Port Bn H/H Dot /Med Uoj G L Oliver Cours dc la tte-nublioue
547 Port Co . Capt H T Hezol Ic Havro
550 Port Co- Capt G “‘ishbonc Lc Havre
551 Poxrt Go,, | ] Capt B W Pfluogoer 1o Havro
602 Port Co” i Capt B L Bogolfor Lo Havro
649 Port Co - Capt & O Vorner Lo Havre
512 Port Bn H/Z Dot W/lMod Unj Yilton H Crosby Lo Hovro
319 Port Co L t WZE Stimpert Lc Havre .
h56 Port Co It T J Conroy Le Havro..:
K60 Port Co Lt 3 Goldon Lo Havre
561 Port Co It A Mollo Le Howroe

e



UNIT

6th Traf Rog Gp TIC
12th Traf Rog Gp IC
707 Bwy Grand Division
T09 Bwy Grand Div
722 Bwy Opn Bn
729 Bwy Opn Bn
Ryy Opn Bn
5 Rwy Opn Bn
743 Bwy Opn Bn
744 Bwy Opn Bn
763 Bwy Shép Bn H/E
240 Ryy Bn Mi1

C.0.

Col VWalter D MeCord
Col B .. Shipp

Col Franlz E Cheshirce

Lt Col HE C Boughon
Lt Col Franlz G Coolk

It Col Jamos Purccll
It Col Franlt A Coolk

vs sessChannel Basc Scetion
. Pago 6

Iille

Iilloe

Antwerp

Brusscls

Joumont

Antworp

®rans JAroa '"BY
Mnlincs, Bolgium
Antwerp

Charlcroi
Malincs, Bolgium
Antwerp

UNITS ASSIGNED BUT NOT YET REPORTED FOR DUTY

532 QM Gp H/E Dot
H/E Det 60th QM Bn
QM Bn H/E Dot

H/H Det 135 Qif Bn 'M!
245 QM Bn H/HE Dot
280 Q¥ Bn H/E Dot

€01 QU Trlk Co

3 QM Trk Co-
653 QU Triz Co TG
3625 QM T &k Co
3682 QM TF Co
3717 QM Prk Co
3759 QM Trk Co
3760 QM Trk Co

E(g}{-% QM Tk Co
QM Trk Co

4011 Qi e go
I]*E-IIHPO“

Dot 365 Port Bn
B/H Dot 521 Port Bn
268 Port Co

82 Port Co
& Port Co
H&8 Port Co
589 Port fo
595 Port Cg
597 Port Co
600 Port Co
601 Port Co
357 Harbor Craft Co
816 A mph Trk Co

Antwerp

T4{rlcmont
Antwerp

Antwerp
Antwerp

Red Horse I

. Red Horsc _
Red Horsc
Red Horsc .
Rcd Hore
Roucon
Rouon
Rouon

v~ Rouon
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LOIRE SECTION
+ " (CHAPTER VI"

On 28 August 1944, Loiro Section was ostablished at Lo Mans and the Trans

Eortation Soction officlally bogan opcrations on that date, The 15th Traffic
ogulation Group reportod to Loire Soction of U Soptombor and somo of its

porsonncl woro assignod igmodiatoly to take ovor the duties boing performed
by tho 9th Traffic Rogulation Group which had proviously workod undor Advenco

Scction, In ordor to carry out their normally assignod dutics, tho Trans—
portation Soction was organizeod as follows:

Prancportation Officor — Colonol GEORGE A, FORD
Doputy Transportation Officor — Lt, Colonol JOSEPH R, KRITCHBAUM
Exccutivo Officor — Captain LEHE M, MC TURNAN
Military BRallway Systom — Captain WALLACE G, EVANS
Movomonts Vivision - Lt, Colonol PETHR M, MILLER JR,.
Froight Branch — Capt, JOHN I, MICHENLR
Passongor Branch ~ Capt, TINSLEY G, ROMER
Motor Transport Branch — Capt, WILLIAM S, XKUTSCHRACH
Installations Branch ~ Hajor MADISON A, DANITLS
Highway Control Division — Major FIENIETH B, FOSTER
Administration Division — Lt, Colonol FRANK T, HURLEY
Bupply, Statistics & Roports Branch ~ It, Coloncl ACA F, MILLER,

Unitl Loiro Soction was dissolvod on 30 Novombor 19Ul and bocamo a part
of Brittany Basc Scction, tho various divisions and branchos of the Loiro
Soction Transportation Office continuod in tho porformanco of thelr rogular
dutios undor tho samc officors, oxcopting as indicated below,

Movomonts Division

Tho branchos proviously oporating undor this divislon roemained the same

until Loiro Soction was dissolved, TFollowing is a summary of thoir activitiog
during Octobor and Novombor 194l:

Froight Branch: Tho Principal dutics of this branch wore in connoetion

with thc movoment of supplios and oquipmont throught tho arca assigned to
Loiro Soctiont

(1) In ordor to incroaso tho amount of availablo rolling stock, tho
Froight Branch workod with tho othor Loilro Scction Scrvicos in disposine of
loads found oncapturod onomy cars, Approximatoly 200 carloads worc han&lod
and tho loaded oquipmont was rolcascd, Tho groabost porcontage of such proye
orty was Inginocr and Ordaanco, with a small amount of Quartormastor 1toﬁs,"

(2) Bfforts woro mado to improve documentation in Loiro Soction thyoy
RTO's, and adjoining Soctions and Baso Soctions concorned, Improporly billed
cars or cars markod for units which had moveod from the arocas, woroe TeCon— %

signod or disposcd of locally, thus frocing oquipmont and promptly moving
gupplics to tholr propor deostinations,

(3) To combat o stoady incroaso in pilforego the Froight Branch gom
ordinatod its activitlos closoly with thoso of othor Communications Zong
Boctlons in providing train guards and roporting improporly scalod cars, as
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woll as cars found with missing scals and opon doors,

(1!-) Tho Transportation Section was called upon to arronge i‘ox: the moveaew’
mont of pit—~props to Fronch coal minecs, and from 2l Octobor to 20 MNovombor,
591 cars containing 7,2l3 tons of pit—props worce forwardod.

(5) Tno following statistical data is furnished covoring thc poriods
indicated:

3 MANS
T STBOUND | ‘ ; WESTBOUND
Enpty Froight Tonnago Empty Rroight Tonnage
Date Trains Trainsg Trains Troins
21 Sopt
thru
1€ Oct, Y 306 130,486 215 9 3, 74O
21 Oct to
20 Nov 10 Ihg 174,417 238 59 20,198
DREUX
21 Sept,
thru
18 Oct, 10 566 365,255 510 9 2,854
21 Oct to
20 MNov, 0 534 345,246 406 35 10,278
TOTAL 24 1,855 1,015,k04 1,369 112 37,070

Passonger Branch?! From 21 Soptombor to 18 Octobor, porsonncl moves in
Ioire secction werot

Iflumber Personnol

.22 Troop Trains Dopartod s - - 12, 896
v v Arrived LR e 9, 83k
bg 1 Pagsing i]’..o Mons) - - - 29, 771
TR " Pagsing (Surdon) - = - 85,000 (Approm)
32 POW (Originatod in Ioire Soction) =  — = ug, 867
(16 POW Convoys by road, — = = - 15,128)

Thoro was a daily movemont of approximotoly 2000 troops to the 1ith and
15th Zoplaccment Dopots during Octobor, Two trains of Singalesc troops woro
oporatod for tho Fronch Army in comncehbion with tho movomEntof ropatriated
Coloniais from La Flocho to Morlaiz Onc train of Fronch Reccruits was Opor-
atod from gloncon to Caon, Dotachmont 'AF¥ of tho 15th Traffic Rogulation
Group wes forwarded to Dijon by afe, Twolvo ships woro supplicd Dy the 50th
Trouvp Transport Wing, and tho Detachmont togothor with 12 tons of cquipmoent
was transforeed in o fow hours from Lo Mons to dostination, 4 large numbor
of casuals and detachments of from 100 to 200 mon with cquipment worce movod
to various dostinations, mostly from Lo Mans and from the asscmbly aroa at
Chartros, Full usc was made of curront Fronch passongor sorvice which addcd
to tho spood and comfort of tho oporations,
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Tho total rmumbor of porsonncl movomonts handled through Loirc Section

from 21 Octobor through 20 Novombor amountod to %6,102 by rail and 206 by
air,

Installations Branch?

The dutios of this branch worc to train RTO por-
gonnol, to outlino proccduros in tho proparation of rocords and roports

rolativo to the movemont of supplics, oquipmont, and porsonncl, and to ad—
visc tho Movomonts Division Ofricor of any changos affccting rail sorvice or
capacity in the Loirc Soction, Tho following list shows tho location of
RTO's and tho mumbor of officors and omiisted mon at cach, as of 18 Octobor:

27 Officorg IEnlistod Mon
Lc Toas G N
Aloncon ) .

Lewval 1 ' : ‘é
Chuntros 3 19
Surdon 3 16
Droux 3 15
La Loupc at

‘TOTALS 16 107

In ordor to copc with tho incroasing traffic probloms at cortain in-
stallotions in Ioiro Soction, and a decroasc in porsonnol ceusod by tho
doparturo of two ‘dotachmonts from the 15th Traffic Rogulation Group, various
changos in RTO porsonncl wero mado from 18 October until the soction was
dissolvod at the cnd of Novembor, Thus, tho RTO installation at Surdon was

inactivatod 29 October; the RTO installation at La Loupo was inactivated
25 Octobor,

- Motor Transport Branch: During Octobor, tho following Quarteormaster
Truck Companics wore assignod to tho Motor Transport Branchi

gSlst QM Truck Company
K9th QM Truck Company
3413th QM Truck Company
3438th QM Truck Company
3890th QM Truck Company -

On 14 Wovombor, tho 3479th QM Truck Company arrived in Loirc Soction, having
drawvm thelr quotaz of trucks from Normandy Basc Soction but tho oquipmont was
found to bo in a vory bad state of ropair, This situation made 1% nccossary
for tho compauny to spond tho romainder of its time in Loire Scction ropair—

ing vohiclos, turning somo in for roplacomont, and gotting roady for trucke
ing oporations,

A pool of 3-ton ¥ x 4 trucks was ostabliehod and oporatcd with
hoadquarters at Chanzy Barracks, Lo Mans, The 419th Quartormaster Battalion
(Mobiio) suporvisod the maintonancoe of theso vohiclos, which wore on Memoran-
dum Rocoipt to RTO's and TCP's within Loiro Soction, - A fow woro hold avall-
ablo for uso locally by tho Scction Transportation Offilco,
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Motor Transport cquipment availablo for usc in Ioirc Scetlon was as
follows? . '

Task vohiclos, 25—ton 6 x 6 cargo 240
1-ton trailors . 214
Total tonnago cepacity of all wvohiclos 1,u1k

.

Administration Branch: This branch was ostablishod undor tho Movomonts
division auring Octobor and bocamo rosponsiblc for the proparation and dis—
tribution of .all oporational and informativo matorial, to tho various branches
of tho division and to RTO installations in tho ficld, It wes also made ro-
sponsible for training RTO porsonnol in adnministrative dgutios, and for tho r . -
prosorgation of all rocords portaining to thc division, Tho branch arrangod
for a Roading Filo shortly aftor boing organized, the purposo of which was to
make availablo to all branchos of the division, 2ll portincnt daily inconing

and outzoing roports and corrospondonco,

Hichway Control Division

Undor Major KEMNDTE B, FOSTDR, this division continuod during_octObor
with tho porformancc of its rogular dutics in connoction with the issuing of
road cloarances, tho proparation of traffic flow charts, march graphs a.n(?_
tablos, traffic circuletion plans, strip mops and ovorlays, and tho furndsh-
ing of highway informetion, upon roquost, DPuring tho lattor part of October,
Major FCSFER was succooded by Major ARTHUR G, BLISS, as Chiof of tho Division,

By 20 Octobor, porsonnol of tho Highway Bontrol Division had covercd ap-—
prozimetoly 8,200 milos on road rocomnaissence, sisgn posting and romoval, and
1% carrying out administrativo dutios, At a mooting hold by tho Chiof of the
division with tho Chiofs of Highwey Control Divislons from Normandy and .7
Brittany Baso Soctions, am agroomont was roached on tho.coordination of activi-
tios on tho various routos in tho Eoctions and Baso' Soctions, Thoy soloctod
a through-route, to be known as tho ¥Star Routol for movenont of highway traf-
fic, Porsonnol of tho Loiro Soction Highwoy CGontrol Division crocted sirns -
merking tho portion of tho routo passing through Ioiro Soction torritory., Tho
Sign Shop, oporatod by tho division, producod approximatoly 711 signs for tho
Military Polico, RTO!s, TCP!s and for routc marking, FPorsonnol of the division
ronbvod approximatoly 962 obsoloto sizns in Loiro Soctions

On road recomnaissance, porsonncl of tho Highway Control Division row
portod tho location of abandonod Gormen and Amorican oguipmont, This included
such itoms as gonerators, concroto mixors, crawler crancs, asphalt, stocl
I-boams, ongincer oquipmont and supplios, and cmpty gasolinoc cansSe

Oporeting that portion of the Rod Ball Routo located in Loirc Scction,
was & rosponsibility of tho Highway Control Division, Thore worc six Traffic
Control Points on tho routc ostablished for tho purposo of rogulating and
rocording tho flow of traffic, Thoy were located at Alcncon, Chartros,
CourvilleProux, Loiglo, and Brioze, Bach.ICP was oporatod by ono officor and
oight onlisted mon, on a 2i-hour basis, By moans of these T6P Vs tho Motor
Transport Brigado was kopt informod continuously of tho location and mMoOvo—
mont of truck companios undor tholr command, Traffic flow charts on tho Red
Ball Routo worc roporbtod daily to tho division, from thoso TCPVeg and the
officors in charge of thom made a reconnaissanco of all routos and installas-
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tions within o ton-milec radius of thoir location and compiled tho informo-
tion thus gainod, for assistanco in dirocting traffic, Information Points
worc establishod in Chartrog, Le Mans, and in the Lo Mans bivouac arcas in
ordor to assist movomonts over roads through Loirc Scection and to furnish
information on routcs and locations of installations, The division also
initiatcd the ostoblishmont of Modical Aid Posts on the Red Ball Route at
Droux, Courvillc, Mogent—~lo—Rotrou, and Aloncon, and helpod draw up plans
for thc omploymont of Freonch military forcos to assist in $raffic control
on tho Jcd Jall route from Mamors to Juvigny.

In Wovember, tho numbor of porsonncl in the division was roduced and
Coptoin GEORGED B, GROTZ boccms Chiof. Tho oporation of TCPis at Chartros,
Droux, and Alcncon was discontimicd and on 19 llovomber the TCP at Courvillo
was clcsod; sincc tho Rod Bzll oporations ovor this routc had coased, At tho
closc of thc month tho division was oporvaiing only two Traffic Control Points,

onc at tho Lo Mans bivouac arsa and tho othor at tho intorsoction of tho
Laval--Aloncon roads,

During Novombor, upon rcocommendation of the division, whon movenmont
orders woro issued to units, instructions woro also issucd for the unit con-
corned to comrmnicato with tho Loirc 8ovmtion Transportation Offico for ¥Road
Movomont Instructions', This proccduro provided closcr control of highway
movenonts within Loiro Scetion, Resulting fron rogquests mado by the divie
sion to Normandy Baso Scction; tho routo for the majority of castbound con-
voys from NWBS was changod, Thc now route provided for a bivouac arca, wator
point, and Ordnancec scorvice. & skotch mapn of the Loiro Section showing
primary and socondary convoy routos, bridge capacitics, bivouac arcas, and

wasor and supply points, was proparcd and coplcs worc sont to all Basc Soction
Highway Traffic Officos,

Adninistrative Division?

Tho Adninistratire Dranch undor this division continuod to operato as

proviously cstoblishod, Normel admunistrative dutloes woro handiod, include
ing thoe oporation of & Courior Survice betweon the Sceciion Transportation
Offico and tho ET's and T06P's of Loirs Scction, and operation of tho Mcssage
Contor, the Typing Hrul. tho filo soction, and RFublic Rolations, .and the
handling of porsonnel rocords, both military and civilian,

The Supply, Statistics and Roports Branch: Tho Supply Soction undor this
branch procurod and dolivored rations to troop and hospitel trains passing
through DLoiro Scebilon, assisted verious Transportation Corps units in tho
aroa  in obtaining supplios, and obtainod bicycles for RIO!s, Various reoports
and praphs wore preparod and subnitted by the Statistics and Reports Scction
of thc branch.
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SEINE SECTION
% - EOHAPTER VI)
GENERAL

The Transportation Office, Scinc Scoction (Soine STO), was organized 6n
27 August 1944, by an Advance Dctachment of four officors and ten 'enlisted men,
with Lte Colonel HERBERT P. EVANS in charge as Transportation Officore. This

initial staff was increascd on 31 August by tho arrival of 4 officors and 54
inlisted men.

When Headquarters, Seine Section, began operations at 2 Place de 1!'Opera,
on 27 August, the various staff sections had to survey the Paris area for
sites necded Ty coming units and installations, to inventory captured German
stocks, and to appraise existing facilities and their condition. Available

transportation consisted of twenty vehicles, comprising staff carsy jeeps, and
cargo trucks. This transportation being inadequate, and furthermore being

nceded to haul rations and suppiies, French ecivilian cars and trucks wero
placed in seorvice.

On 3 Septembor 1944, 300 tons of supplies werc vcceived in the Paris areag
for Scptomber, the total tonnage was 13,116 tons. As railiway reconstruction
progressed, these figures rose to 317,220 tons in October, and reached a poak
of 611,030 tons in November. Tonnago decrcascd to 474,746 tons in Decomber.

Rail .passenger traffic was resumed as soon as the repair of facilities
pormittede Suburban trains were in operation as early as 4 Septemher 1944,
Subsequently, service was resumed west to the Ioire Section and Briftany Base
Section, south %wo Marseilles, and east as far as Charleville. During September

37,000 troops were transportved; during the period 1 October — 31 December,
591 469 wero carried by rail.

On 4 September 1944, the personncl problem of the Seine STO was eased by
the arrival in Paris cf the 13%tL T»arfijec Rogrlation Group, with 46 officers

and 308 enlistod men., Thus, tic Y0 was riorgrnized and expandeds On 6 Septe-
ember, the Paris area was dividced iatc o Toeansporvation Districts as a first
step towards effecting twsfric tori-t? ‘r wro ficid., A District Transportation
Officor was placn& in chozzo of aach ¢isvrlrs, with the mission of placing
Railway Traffic Officos and Traffic Contrat Foints at key rail and road los -
estions,; and of suporvizing Dietrict Opsrationse

Tho opening of the Vincerncs Transfer Point on 27 Soptember 1944 marked
the appearance of a new type of Transportation Corps installation, improvised p
to mect a new situations Raillway lines cast of Paris were relatively un-
damagod, while those west of Paris roguired much repair, ospeclally to bridge:s
In order to shorton the Rod Ball haul and conserve motor transportation, trons—
for points werc sct up at Vincennes, La Courncuve, Reuilly and later at P»
Most Red Ball convoys from Cherbourg and the beachez . routed to onc of

thesc points where the loads were transferred to ti..i s and shipped east to the
Armios.

sine

Meanwhile, Soine Section had taken over all the territory intended for it,
roughly, thc Departments of Seine-et-Oise and Seine~octlorne, in addition to

that of the Seine. Transportation personnel was neecded in all parts of the
Sectiones On 4 Ostober 1944, the 11th Traffic Regulatiorn Group arrived for duty
in Seine Soction; this made possible the manning of new traffic control in-
stollations removed from the immediate Paris area. In November, the Rod Ball
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scontinued and the two transfor points of Lz Courneuve and Vine

weore closed.

Tha German counter—offensive ln December reguired increased activity by
Seinc STO, and sudden demands wore made on certain units.. The ¢ase of
3619th QM Truck Company is an example. At 0100 hurs..on 18 Deécomber 1944, .
his unit ‘was aordered to recport to a point near Reims by 1030 hre. At 1500 . .

3 the company left Roims for Bastognc, with men ond oguipmont for the 10lst |
orne Division. Onc officor, 29 enlisted men and 18 vchicles were still
the 101st Airborne in Bastogns at the end of 1244, Ofhers, attached to
501st Parachutc Infantzy Regimont, weio forced to destroy their .equipment
morch back through the Gorman linese - ] a3

.i';On' 31 D'ecember 1944, aftcr four months of operations, the total nun_fBor
yersonnel under the administrative or opcrational. contyel of the Seine STO
untod to 3976, consisting of 226 officers, 2 warrant offigers, 3029 en—

d men, and 719 civiliun cmployees. The military personnecl.strength ro-
d fairly constant until Decembor, whon detachmenis were furnished to

ol Base Section, and to Oise and Advance Sections. Tho numbor of skilled
ian employees did not fluctuate, while unskilled lobor reached its peak.

ber when Freight Transfer Points were in full operation. They . then. de—

“sharply: this accounts for the high total of 3333 civilian employges
tober, 1025 in November, and a total of 719 at the close of the yoear.
nd a2t that time was to replace military personnel by civilians. ro—

ing the former .for Transportation Corps duty in fuv o .a aroas.and for
mbat dutys a rise in .the mumber of skilled civilians eomloyed was antic—

ed f£or. 1945, (i

e Tho TC units under administrative or operaiional cortrol :of the Selne ‘
t the end of the yoar was comprised of onc Rolliway Grou:d Division, one
‘Shop Battalion, one Base Depot Company, eleven Qu.a%!'berm_aster Truck
anios, and two Traffic Regulation Groups. These Traffic Regulatlon .Groups
shed the necessary military personnel for the District Transportation

e, 29 Railvay Traffic Offices, 8 inland waterways offloading points and

-

froight ‘transfor point.

i
A
"4 %

. SUMMAWY OF SEINE SEQTION TRANSPORTATION OFFICE ACTIVITES
g =L ON o_'a,gs 0, )
. - Tho Transportation Office of Scine Scction was orgnnizod in throe Soc-—
- tdons,. with branchos as follows!
1. Hotor Transport Soction
2. " Movomonts Soctions
Qe _Fréigﬁt Branch
be Pasgenger Branch
ce Highway Branch
Operations Soctiont l

' a. Treight Tressfor Points
- b Inland Waterways Branch
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Motor Transport Section Teinipiyg

The Motor Transport Section of the Secine STO, begon operations on the 4
norning of 27 August 1944 with cquipment consisting of staff cars, jeeps, and
cargo trucks numbering twenty indll. On that morning, Seine Section was still
in tho planning stagce To accomplish 1ts missions, tho Section required the
installation of Servico units, depots, hospitals, billects, and utilities, the
survey of damages, the inventory of scattered captured materiol, and the res—
toration of power and communications. This called for motor transportation,
and for this rcason the addition of civilian vehicles was an absolute necessity,

An appeal was made to the Frensn population and civilians immediately
offerod cars and trucks, some 'of whizsh wors misgum pileces, with seven to ten
voars! sorvice. Many had beon kept hlddon,; some even dismantloed, during the
German occupntion. The vchicles were hired on a per-day basis. On 30 August,
four civilian taxis were placed in servicc. 4 fow doy3 later the first civiliar
trucks wero hirod. On 3 Septomber, the 44 taxis in service were still inade- *
quate for the job. Hiring continued up to o total of 545 vehicles by the end
of the year, Taxis were vsod by military personnel going to and from install- "
ations, while the trucks hauled rations and supplios to the citye These civil-
ian vohicles formed thc nucieus of the motor trangportation system in Seine
Soction, and with the passing of time the botter cquipment came out of hiding,
giving the US Army a Wwider choice of wvchicles, theroby, insuring more depend~
ableo transportation ag well as more aconconical performances

Available taxis wore operated by gasoline ‘engincs and entirely depend~ub
vpon the US Army for gasoiinc. Trucks wore operated ty city or boitle gns,
wood and charcoal or gasoline. To service and mei- 1= .. tTuese vehicles a garage
was required. Accordingly, on 5 September, the sevoin tory modern garage at . ¢
34 Rue du Chomin-Vert, was openod to these vehiclose %t was evident that they
would have to bo placed under U.S. Aoy control as theo gasoline supply wvas
criticals To prevent pilfercge or gasolire aud Yo insuve maxirun performance
of vehicles, a system of control was Insimiled, providiag at o glance the per—
formance reocords of eache The wood and chavcoal vehicles.could not be speedily
converted to vse gosoline; and Dolng iess relioble than horse c1d wagon, wers
never nctually publ intc opewaticn. he tyucks operating oa city or bottle gas
WOrC converited Tor gesulins operanion excepbing the trucks operated for Army
Exchangc Servico.

-
ot
3
-

Ag alrsirips nnd Bospi%al trains ¢ manded o form of transportation which
couid not be prBfitably or comfortably handled by taxls or trucks, buses wore
placed in sorvice and, althoug: sicw and of quostlonable dopendability, they
met the existing neods. Eognlar scheduled trips wero made to the alrports in
the vicinity of theo city and oxtra bug crews wore naintained to insure servige
for hospital $rains during the nighte )
While civilian facliitics were boing developod, wregular UeS. Army vehicles
wore ormployed for the purpose of hnauling gasoline to Seine Soctiu?,_and the
transporting of porsonnel and cargo towards the front. Those vehiclos were
housod at the Royal Garsges :

Aside from thelr own needs as en Intermediate Section, other Com Z units
wore sctting up headquartors in Soine Scoction, and being without suffigiept
organic transportation, they appealéd to Seine Soction for assistances - To rioat
these denands, taxis, trucks, and buses were furnished Dy the same STO.
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Paris proved a haven for all those sooking transportation of personnel
and cargo. Groups and indlviduals scparated from their units and trying to .
rojoin them, found thoir way to Paris with no moans of tronenort boyoide -Tho
Soine Section Motor Pool was from tho start overworked :r . in no position to
kocp up with tho oxpansion taking placo. The ST thon arrvanged for the ass—
ignment of a QM Truck Company to help carry the burden. '

~ On 15 Septombor 1944, the 3619 QM Truck Co was assizsned to the Seine STO,
and installed at Chonin Vert Garago. This organization was ngsigned to prie
ority shipments towards the front, with the loft—over vohiclos being strictly
confined to operations in Seine Section. Tho domands for cargo vehicles in~—
crooged so that another truck company had to be brought ine. Thus, tho 3626 QM
Truck Company was assignoed on 19 Soptombor and subsequently was instnlled at
Chemin Vert Garage. However, tho tonnage denands placed upon the Motor Trans-
port Section still cxceeded the facilitios available. During tho month of
October, Secine Section was rapidly oxpanding, with the rosult that motor
transport was employed to such an extont that the hiring of civilian trucks,
B 0o on o daybo—doy basis, and on 4 Novembor . the
3618th QM Truck Compony was assigned to Seine Sectione In the early part of
Decenbor two additional truck companies wore assigned, tho 4009th and 4011th

QM Truek Companios, the latter company being used oxclusively to movo Christ-
nas moll to the front. .

All of the QM Truck componies wore extromoly busy during October, Novem-
bor, and Degombor ond two were used olmost exclusively for shipmonts of cargo
and persommel towards the front. During the Gorman counter—offensivo in mid-
Decerber, thoso truck companies werc engaged in moving oombat units and :
materinl to the threatened arcas. In theso operations some® vehiclos were 1o$t
28 combat casunltics and some personnel werc wounded in actione

The substantinl ineronso in personnel movements during Docomber 1s shown
in the movonent figures for this poeriod. The incroasc o °T ~nd above normal
expansion was atiribubed to the Totation plan and the incroase in hospital
bTain sorvice. Thosc two factors so incroased Seoine Soction porsonnol moves
Ments ns to nocessitoto curtailmont of bus schedulos.

The Motor Scetion suporvised the maintenance nnd rocords of performance,
pay rolls, and rogistor of civilian vohiclos in addition to the dlspatch of
811 Ary snd civilian vehicloss Bolow is a rocord of froight and personnel
transported by motor during tho period 1 Octobor to 31 December 19442

A R R
Oetobor 18528 11485 30013 3867 60441 64308
Noverbor 24552 14710 39262 3552 65766 S
Decorbor 25382 15824 41208 1vag5° 89633 107058

Movenents Sectiont.

The Movements Section was organized on 5 Septomber 1944, to control
and coordinate the activities of ite component branchos and those of the
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and coordinate the activities of its component branches and those of the Trans-
portation Corps traffic control installations in the field. The Movements
Scction was comprised of Freight, Passenger, ond Highway Branches; the field
installations were the Railway Traffic Offices and the Traffic Control Points.

To facilitate control of dispersed field installations, she territory was
divided into four districts, the inner bourdaires of which were & gtraigzht
vertical and a straight horizontal line through 2 Place de 1'Opera, Paris, to-
the outer bourdaries of Seine Section. DLater this arrangement was changed to
one district. _ \

RT0's were set up ot Orly and Le Bourget airfields, and at St. Lazare
Station, the latter for handling hospital traini. 1 .wer, RTO's were set up
at Batignolles Freight Yards, Gare Montparnasse, Eisimpes, Vavugirard, Ram—
bouillet, Versailles, Gare de L!'Est, Gare du Nord, Gare a! Austerlitz, Saint
Oucn les Docks, Gare de Pantin, #4407 Medical Depot, Q-177 Depot at Magasins
Generaux, Gare de la Villette, Saint-Denig Yards, and Valenton Yards.

Traffic Control Points were seb up at Vincennes-Fontenay and Lo, Courneuve
for the purpose of transferring freight from Red Ball trucks to rail, for
rnoverient to the fronts EBEighteen other Traffic Control Points were set up on
the exterior houlevards of Paris to control and direct traffic in ordsr to
prevent drivers from losing their way in Paris, and to keep through—traffic
out of the citye. Surveys were made to determine the condition of the road
svstom around Paris and military routes were establisheds From 21 September
o 30 September, the Traffic Control Points directed 451 convoys consisting of
6,251 vehicles hauling 33,238 tons of supplies.

v

Frei Bran

The mission of the Freiznt Branch was to provide a service for the ex—
peditious movement of UcS. Army supplies into, through, or originating in the
Paris area.

As n result of the damage donc by Allied bombings and the retreating Ger-
mans, the key railroad bridges wailch formerly ennbled rail traffic to by-pass
Paris were in such condition thai 1t was nocessary ror rall traffic poss into
Paris Yards before movement to the front could be accomplished and rmch of
this rail traffic arriving in Paris requircd reclasgification before formnide
ing to the fronts The first reclassification yard vas establishel at G- .2
Batiznolles. Fortunately, this was one of the for ' = faris yards that ese
caped with only minor destruciion. A&s the volume o 5roffic increased, this
one yard was soon.found to be insufficent and a second classification yard was
established. ot Valenton, 2 suburd to the south of Parise This yard was to
serve the Third Army ané southern Advance Section, vhile Batignolles was to
serve the First Army, Ninth Alr Force, nnd northern Adunnce Sections These
yards soon became bechives of activity for the RTO agtaffes 0COT ordered that
the Transportation Officer; Seine Section, use these vards for the following
puroosass first, to reclassify freight and make up in trainload lots; second,
to check and correct documentation; third, to provide train consist fourth,
to nccomplish diversions. During this period, mumorous earloads were received
improperly documented and serious delays and unnecessary oxpenditure of tine
was spent in disposing of such traffice

Another problem that confronted the Scine STO was the hondling of traffic
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conglenod to Paris dopots and installations. Trains wero arriving meorely - 7
billed to the RTO, Paris, and it was difficult to furnish disposition in

nany cases beecause of a lack of knowledge as to the loeation of the depots.

This situation was occasioned by the faet that tho Transportation Corps

was not notifiod at the time depot location worc sclected. IMutual coop~—

oration would hAve proved valuable in this instance, inasrmch as tho T{? hnd
avallable information, or was informed of nocossary sourcos, on tho rnil
facilities avnilable in the aroa. However, informaticn - tl.e location of

these sorvice depots was ultimately obtained by the Scinc Scction RTO staff,

and there wns no serious dolay in the movomont of froight.

During thig proiod, OCOT roguested that the Seino STO producc a car
nunber record of every rail car that passed through or thot was loadod out
Of tho Paris aroa o tho fronbs This was accorplishod by tho RTO's in Mot
olot, Valenton, Batignollos, and at the dopot installations in tho Paris
area. Eanch of theso points telephonod n cormlete train consist to Soine
Soction as soon aftor the train departurc as possible. L copy of oach do;—
Parting train congist was furnished 0COT before 2000 hours oach day for tho
Preceding 24-houy poriod ending ot 1800 hourse This informntion was also
:;elﬂphoned. twice daily to the Transportation Officer, Advance Section, to

1112.1;10.1;116 expeditious handling of traffic upon arrival ot forward instalew
atlong, s

Anot
Of Oper
Wardi

advie

her difficulty encountered by the Soine STO during tho early stages \
atlons was with corrmmications, in connection with the advanco for:

188 from points of origin and intermodinto points and in relaying tho

© o forward areas, Inadoquate commmnications facilities also mado

hone 0 difficult to roconsign trainloads and moke @isposition of cars on

"84 without documentation in the Paris areas

Tho Intter part of Septembor, tho first truck-to-rail transfer points
7OTe establishod. Mhe purpose of these points was to romove from roads and
B o el possible tonnage transportod by Red Boll vohicles con-
slemed to formarg installations, Tho Froight Bronch was directly involved
in this oporation 4o the oxtont that solection of sites, instructlon in
doeunontation, and adaitional record-koeping was mecessn . Jarious rail-

road yards in the Paris arca wero survoyed and from thon rinal seloctions
Were nadee

Burlng tho first wock of Octobor, the 1lth Traffic Regulation Group
Arrived in Paris ond vas assignod to tho Seino ST0. The merbors of this
Organlzation wore imodiately given various fleld duties and this soctlon
rocolved two officers who werc assignod to the Rocords Soction of tho Froight
Branch, R_GpOI‘tS were .required by G4, Com Z, 0COT, and Seine Scction and
a8 a rosult record keaplng increased with the establishrient of each new in-
stallation, These records and statistics showed the movement of freight by
road and rnil into, through and from Secine Soction.

With the Paris transfor points in full use, during the month of October,
anothor operntion was ostablished, namoly, the daily loading and movoment of
thousands of tons of POL products by rail. Awaiting the completion of tho \
nilitory pipeline to Parig, gnsoline was trucked to the Paris area by road |
tonker and deeanteod into Jerriecansg for loading and hauling via rail to tho
front. This oporation requirod close coordination with 2nd MRE in order to
Guarantee the return movement of cmpty jorricans so that the decanting of
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;nsoline would not bo
"hand to mouth" bagig
censcd because of the
lino ~nd the constant

.stopped. The return of empty jorricans was, often on a
and at several times decantin: - porations practically
lack of cnnse. The establishnont of the military pipe—..

J _ short supply of ompty jeorricans caused the POL operations
to chonze to bulk or tonk car shipments. Tank cars, also were available in a
linitod supply only nnd constant coordination with 2nd MRS was necossary in
order to insure the rapid return and placement of tank carse - '

4 serious problonm that developed during the months of Noverber and Deconm-—

ber was the inability of several of the Paris depots to handle efficiontly
their inconing volume of traffice This situation in most cases reosulted, from
the lack of suffiociont storaze and unlonding space, insufficiont depot per-—
sonnel, ond the lack of advice on traffic being forwarded from the beachess
De':n::)ts Wweore cormitted to take much more traffic than they could possibly handle
with the result that in scoveral instanses complete erbargo of seoveral depots
Was nocossary. Depots wors pressed to speod up their unloadings, to acquire
additional storage and unloading space, and to free the large number of loads
ed rail cars which wero charged to thom. In tho opinion of the Seine STO,
such difficultics could have beon kopt to a minirum had the proper authorities
g:'lvcn due consideration to theficilitics and capacitics of these nefly. estab-
lished depots prior to movement of the freight from the portse Improper con-—
signing of shipments was to some extont responsible for the -congestion. . There
Were nany cxamples of improper consigning of rail shipments that caused on
increased burdon to all concerned and sorved Go dolay and "Pile up" railcars.
Thus, it appearod to the Seine STO that in relieving the congestion at the -
ports the result was o congestion at the interior depots. :

_ Phasc III or exchusiveliy Fronch operntion of the railways becamoc effc-:ive
on soveral rail lines into and out of tho Paris arsa & vioao this poriods It
was soon found that rTeliance upcn the French Railr::  service .Gid not nmeet with:
UeSe Army requircménts. To profioct UsS, traffic 1% wis BOSOSSALY. that the
movenent of U.,S. freight in trainload lohe only be assurods This procedure
required, insofar, as Focis depot Hraxfic wos concorned. o considerablc amount
of switching within the Paris won. Tho wovenont of rail cars 7ithin the Paris
AroQ Wos n siow and todious piocose as operniod by the drenchy nowever, it was
folt tiat this ddlay_'.v:..s sustificl in assuring delivory %o proper consignacss
Action wus token with the Froneh roilroaas o romody tho mmervis switching
problems which arosc. T¢ sono cxbent thcse ronedics showod their values how-
evor, intra~Parig noveroad as far from satisIactory, at cliose of the yecar .
1944. Tho ghoriage of povar was Yelh daily and the inability of the French to
understand U,S. Army nceds dil nos ald in tho situation thab developeds

"
9,
e
2;

With tho Fronch opsrabion of rail lines, the RTO0fs problems becanc more
numerous., R[TOVs at the various Pavis rail junction points assuriod ore and
morc rosponsibility for the propor and quick dispatch of UsSe Army freight.
Even aftor utmost coubion was taken, UyS. Army traffic was frequontly dis—
patchod on French commcreinl triins. Dispatches of this nature 2ltinately
cansed nunerous 4asnistasand requests fow tracing. which was an ‘ospecially
1aborious task in that the French rccoxds were incompiete snd incorrecte . It .
was with this in mind thas the Soinc STO,,with the help of tho SNCF, establish~
ed the six digit militory troin number which to a groat extont proved invalue .
able in tracing full trainload shipments. This systen of train numbering was
adoptod by the other Basc Soctions on the Continents o
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During this period the so~called "Colis Express" for parccl shipnents
was established. This servico was instigated by the Scino STO after nunerous
~ reguests from the Services to provide transportation by rnil for less than
carload shipments up to 40 1lbs weight per package. This service utilizced the
French comnoreial passenger—merchandise trains and served to provide trans—
port of supplies to points generally not reached by the movonent of U-35. Arrg
trains. This service conscrved the usc of cssontial »F- v transportation
which would otherwise have boen required to accorplish cciivory.

The Return Load Plan became morc importont during this period and many
thousands of tons of fréigh’c wero noved in nll dircctions by utilizing this
servicce The Freight Branch was rosponsible for making the cdeceision whether
shipments would bo forwarded by roail or rail. Many empty return truck-miloes
were prevented by the use of this plane s

The following stotistics show monthly tonnages and the nurmber of cars

moving through Paris ond oz Paris depots to tho fronts.
j No. of Gars

: No. of Tons
Cotobor: - 5 317,220 : 24,971
Iovenber . 611,030 ' 43,325
Deceriber W 474,746 34,440

Passenzer Branch

The'Pase;enger Branch cormmenced operations on 27 August 1944 with a
linitod staff from the London District. On 4 Septembor, tho 13th Traffic
Regulation Group arrived in Poris and was assigned to Scine Section. As
of '3 Octobor, the staff consistod of onc officer and seven enlisted por-—
sonnele On. 30 Novermber, it consisted of threc officors and ninc onlisted pere
somnel, and one French civilian intcrprotor. Attached to this branch wore
British, Conadian, and Fronch Railway Transportotion Officers, and a Fronch
Liaison Officor. On 31 Docemior 1944, powsonncl consisted of five officers.
and twelve onlistod personncla

In the boginning, most of the traveling was done bv in7.vidunls und
small pari‘es, Except for a few sauburban linecs, therc . 1O rail sorvice
until the Iatter part of Septombor. Motor and Air Service, up to this timo,
furnishod most of the nocessary tronsportation. On 29 August, tho first
station to bo oponed was Gare Ste. Lazare. Other installations woro scot up
in Austerlitsz Station, Garo du Nord, Gare Moniparnasse and Le Bourget Airport.
On 4 Scptember, scveral trains started operation from those stationse This
sorvice was for civilian comruters but was also used in rnrc cases, for trans-
porting individuals personnel.

. On 17 Scptember 1944, the RTO at Orly was decactivated, due to the fact
that Air Tronsport Command had cstablished itself, and was able to hnandle all
Passenger Traffic at this Airport., On 25 Soptembor, the SNCF published tho
first ftrain schedulos that wero to be rosumcd in Francej the services availe-
able were limited in distance and areas sorved. Onc main line train, daily
from Austerlitz Staotion was utilized for personnel traveling on orders, to
Both Loire Scction Heodquarters at Le Mans, and Brittany Basc Scction Head-
quarters. at LRonnes. Garc de Lyon started onemain line train daily, to Mar—
seilles, with an overnight stop at Lyon. Garo du Nord services started with
one daily train to Lille, and Gare de L!Est started with sorvices as far as
Charlovilles The latter three wove not used to ony great extent. On 26

P
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September, the Surgeon, Soine Section, requested shipnent of dischinrged por—
sonncl from General Hospitals in the Paris area, L~ ‘e 19th ‘Roplacencnt Depot
at BEtompes for return to duty. Thesc shipnents wero accorplished, .over o :
period of five.days, by moto¥ transport.'- LM ' :

On 30 Septombor’ 1944, a special Arcy train was inrugurated for the moves
nont of hospital-discharged patients to Btampes, departing daily at 1200 hourse
A speeial military train, Paris to Cherbourg, commenced operations 9 Ocotber.
On occasional roquests-from The Provost'Marshal, straggless that had been .
picked up in tde Baris-area, and were tdfﬁe:takon to Etampes, werc also trans.-
ported-on this traine < ; : \

During tho ‘month of Septerbery more than 37,000 troops were handled .by
RTO's- in Scine Section. Statistics for the three months cnding 31 December
1944 aro as follows? v ; i

Rail Movements DY T G
- BEospital Trains 7 : . ° ¢ 203,790

Motor Movements ° . ST :
other than convoys s S, RO

Dor e i ia en st ~DOMATLN < 4 594 I5E

Through 30 scgtembor.1944,'tho'Passénger'Branch largely confined its.
duties and staff work to orgonization and establishing standing_@peratiqna;‘
Procodurcs, and making roconnalssance of rail facilities in Scine Section. . ..
During the months, of October, Novomber, ond December, erphasis. was placed on.
troop movements. In the hondling of o vast nunber of troop. tralns, over 40,
000 rations wero furnished by the Passenger Branch. Lhose troops were ' nany .
notionnlitics: Fronch, British, Canadlan, Czechr; Pslca as . weoll as PO ise
Mony of the foroign troops were transported to poico ovorscas shipnent.

Metropolitain (French Svbwoy) operations were resumed about 1 Qctober,
having beon stopped dwring the Zibcration of Parise Pending arrangenents. for
payment of transportation chorgos, nilitady personnol traveled frec until 6
Hovorher 1944, when nogotiations weroe tormrmated. Tickots wore available and
rondy for distribution, 26 Octobew 1944, In the ogroomont with thq Metropol~
itain Company, 80,000 freo tickets wore %o bo,gﬁvun‘gmnthly tuv personncl on
Toave. Distributior of tickebs ond posses, through 31 Docorber 1944 was as
followss v g ; ol

Tickots for personnel txivoling on leave - 240,000
Tickots for personncl travoling on-officlel businees 1,152,700
Sixty (60) Day passcs : 480

TOTAL 1,393,180

Bcgiﬁning.la.Dccombor'1944;_spoéia1 leoave trains werc laid on for troops
going to Paris on lcave and golng to the United Statos on rotation_loava.
The figures wup through 31 December 1944 weore as followsi

Dally loave trains (im) . - 1 Py : 8,960
Daily leave trains (out) 8,954
Totation to UsS.  (in) : 2,000

Rotation to U.S.. (OUf)_'

.

| RO R
TOTAL 21,4005
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Bishway Branch 2
The Elshway Branch was establishod 5 Septenber 1944 to effect road s

troffic regulation. : In starting operations it was obvious immediately that

211l dnth would haove to be obtained in the face of no estnblished preocedent.

There were no maps available through normal sources and no Military Police

porsonnel. in sufficiont mumbers to provided traffic control. Units and in—.

stallations listed were not available and information relative to road and

bridge conditions wore practically neglezible. Steps were promptly taken to

obtain single maps of roadnets and .copies were reproduced for 1so by this .

3ranch. Various reconnaissances were nade in order to gnther All - Infoxre=

ation of a military naturc neccssary to the operation. The MP's and thc Scine

Section Enginccrs were contactod for the necessary action to improve goneral

as well as specific traffic conditions and problomse

A survey was made of the highways in Soine Section b .,T.atcrx?ino.road
and bridge conditions, and a careful study of tho general ®re ffic situation
throughout the aroa was completed. This survey revealed tho necessity of
innedinte aetion to clear various underpasses around the Poris boulevard
extoriors which Wworc thon blocked with wrecked cors and Gormon tankse Tho
necessary action wag then taken and the required work was completed 15 Sop?b-
orber 1944, making possible an even and uninterrupted flow of nmilitaxry
traffic around the boulevard exteriors to the various military installationﬁs
and to the highways leading to the front. As o further rosult of this traffic <
study, cightoon traffic control points were establishod on the boulevard ex— !
teriors to control military traffic ond to direct such traffic, originating
2t tho beaches and westward aroas, around the boulevard oztoriors and to t‘l%e
principal highways designated to handlc the flow to and from tho forward -
Supply arcas. This work was properly that of MP personnel, but was undertaken
by the Seine STO, ponding the arrival of sufficiont MP's to assunc theso
dutiess " This change was comploted partially on or aobout 18 September, and tho
last four' TCR's woro withdrawn on about 26 September 1944.

Surveys and various reports werc completed in connoction with the project-
cd Rod Ball Route Tmffzc ggntrol Point fﬁ Trappos and the Rail Transfor_?oints
2% Fontainsblenu, Vinconnes~Fontenay, Aubervilliers~Lo Courncuve and Reuilly
Yeight Yards., Upon establishmont of thesc imstallotions, tho Seino STO assign— '
¢d specific routes to and from such installotions and the TC points at Trappos :
On the Red Ball Route. Sigme were then ordercd and placed along such_r?utos
DYoviding dtrootions for convoys diverted to the rail-truck transfor points.
% connection with these same operations, approximately 5000 coples of tl“lO .
:':)Ociﬁc routes to be usod werc proparcd and provided the TC Point for distribu-
ion to convoys aivorted from the Rod Boll Route to tho Transfer Pointse

In the mcantime, the necossary orzonizational procunre Vias 'boi-.ng ?Ot up
and placed in offoct to provide road clearances to Convoys originating in Seino
ection, and although, commmications were extromoly limitod, to coordinate
MOvos as closely as possible with other Sections and Base Sectionsi also to
provide control of nnd to direct convoys coming into and moving through Seine
Soction when originating elsowhores Two hundred fifty ovorlays of military
routos and installations wore propared and distributed to DIO's ond RTO's to
aid in their operations ~nd for guidance to units in transit, At tho samo
tine, the Highwny Branch had 1000 maps of Paris and roadnets, reproducod and
distributed to the various installations and units as nccdod.
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- During thoe lattor part of September, a road and route information booth
was cstablished nnd maintained in the rotunda of Seine Section Headquarters.
As the noed for such’ information becanme npparent, rcconhaissances to obtain
dntn relatiire to conditions ~nd progress of ropair on roads and bridges were

. carricd out as n continuous function of the Seine STO. -

During Octobeor, there was considerable activity in the activation and in-
activation of ‘various freight transfer points and specific nilitary and supply
routcse. Tl}oso changes were as follows? y il O :

Reuilly Fr. Tr. Pt. Inactivated 16 Oct. 1944

Pantin Fr. Tr. Pt. Activated 11 Octe. 1944
La Courncuve Fr. Tr. Pt. Inactivatod 8 Nov. 1944
Vinconnos—Fontenay Fr. Tr. Pt. Inactivated 18 Nov. 1944
"White 3all Highway = - - Sstoblished . 10 Oct. 1944
Rod Ball Eighway - - Discontinucd = 13 Yov. 1944
Paris By-Passes - - Bstablished 15 Nov. 1944
TCP — Trappos - - Inactivated 8 Doc. 1944
E-S—E- Route e - Established 15 Doc. 1944

In conncction with these changes, numcrous roconnaissances wore necessary, in
ordor.to ostablish the desired routes to and from the main supply routos and
Soinc Section installationss Signs to inactivated installations.and alon; dig—
continuecd routes were removed and new and additionnY. ~i g were posted to
diroct convoys along the newly assigned routes. Ovowlays, naps, and written
information concerning theeo routes were prepared and submitted to all interest:
od Base Sections in order that convoys would receive full route and directional
information at points of origin.

Effective 15 October 1944, a Return Load Plan was placed in cffect in or-
der %o insure maxirun use of all vehicles operating into and within Seine See-
tion. =RTOfs, QM Truck Co's, and Seoine Scction installations, were alorted as-
to.the nood of groatoer usc of vohicles vhich up to that time hod an appalling
record .of ompty truck-nmiles on the roturn portion of supply movemontse Coop-
oration of all concorned resuldcd in the uso of 1296 vehicles in 2% months
’crr_ms;)or‘bing-: 2 total of 3365 tons to points on~route to the vehicles' return
dostination. In addition to those vehicles. used for supply noves, a consider—
ably groater number made use of their roturn niles by transporting military
pergonnel desirous of reaching stations vhich wore either en—route or at the
vohiclos' various dostinationse. All drrangoments were handled by and through
the Roturn Load Section, Highvway Branchoe :

As a rosult of nunerous conforoncos with Scine Section Ingineers, and
aftor many rond rcconnnissancos, a corplote up~to—date Military Road Network
for Seinc Sgetion was adopted for military traffice The responsibility for
naintonance of such routes, particularly during the winter months, was accepted
by the Seinc Section Engincerse Complete road network maps werc propared and .
subnitted to OCOT and all Base Scctions, for use in conjunction with movenent

of a1l military traffic by road through Scine Section.
Spocific activities within the Highway Branchs

(1) The White Ball Route, insofar as the pors’ . running from Rouen %o
St. Denis was concorned, ran along N14 through Pontoise within Seinc Section. |
Vohicles traveling the route sudfenly ecncountered extreme difficultics in the
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city of Pontoisc, due to a2 destroyed railroag bridze on the Northw7est aute
skirts of the city and o narrow twisting, twomway Toute throush the contor

of towm. A by-pass was ostablished around the destroyed bridze and A sharp
turn widened by removal of a small housc at the coprpgp of tho turn. A re-—
connaissance of the town revealed tho presente of an naajtional route , closed
however, by a local firm employed in the process of renovins debrise. A cone—
forence was held with the Mnyor of Pontoiso nnd Seine Sgetion Engincers. An
agreonent was reached wherin ‘the route would he TOopeoned upon. corpletion of a
linited amount of work by U.S. Army Engineors. This gopk gns accorplishod
and scparated one-way routes through the town wore in gnopnti~n at the cnd of
the year, completoly oliminating the original ecausc for (- cstion. Armple
traffie control was provided nt interseotions leading to tl.c soporato routes.

(2) The Highway Branch was requested 1.70' subnit a report of the most de-—
sirable sites available for use in connection with the following two planss

a. Mossing Plan for Road Moveonent Personnel, ‘ ‘
b. * Proposed Plan for vehicle washing facilitics for uso by convoys
“ noving through Soine Section.

Statistics and data concerning convoys and personncl movenents were conpiled
to deternine the most heavily traveled routes and arens within Scinc Section.
Hoconnaissence of the arcas surrounding Paris, through which the bulk of the
convoys and troop personnel moved, Was lmmediately mnde and various sites were
chosens Completo reports and recommendations in conncetion with both plans
were promptly submitted for furthor consideration ang possible actione.

(8) Due to the Gorman counter—offensive in Deccmber, and the chansos in
the tactical situation, the Seine STO, upon roceipt of instructions from G-—2
and the Office of the Chief of Transportation, contacted a nurbor of convoys
in the field en~routo to previously assismod stations and aiverted same to
alterod destinations. Also, at the front a number of units wero. contncted in 3
order that corrected routins instructions could be provided so ns to re—route
convoys around and away fron arcas desisnated as closed to road movemonte.

(4) In connection with the same situntion, speccinl attention was providod‘
for the forcod march of the 1lth Armored Division which was complotoly rioved
through Selne Scction in three days. Close contact was constantly maintained
with the mony serials involved, in comnection with bivow-: s uirements and
numerous tclephone ndvices were forwarded to inteorested Zasc Sections as to
timings, POL, and ration requirements. Fronch as woll as U.S. LArmy MP por-
sonncl were arranged for in order to provide traffic control and to expedite’

tho novos

(5) Mo Inquiry Section, Seino STO, continued its conpilation of up—to-—
date informition on hipghways; locntions of units and installations, assipnod
routes, and bivouac and POL facilitics along routes, for the purpose of furn—
ishing such information to authorized military personnel. Approximately 2500
copics of the France roadnct, and Paris routc maps were obtained and dis—

tributed through the Inquiry Soctione

(6) In addition to tho nbove, this branch handled the cloarance of, tho
following eonvoyst

gty ae Originating in Seino Scction and destinod to oreas outside Soine
cctions : ;
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Convoys Yehicles Personnel
182 6710 25000
be Originating in other Base Sections and destined to points within
Seinc Scetiont
Convoys Vehicles Personnel
100 4485 18165

Originating in other Base Sections nnd routed through Soine Section
to destination:

Convoys - Vehicles Porsonnel
355 29000 : 131000

Operntions Section

The Operations Section was organizod in October to reoliove the Movenents
Section of any transportation activities which did not concorn tho usual traffie
control of rail and road movementss Thesec activities which werc placed under

tho control of tho Opecrations Soction were the Freight Transfer Points and lat-
or the Inland Waterways Branch. : :

Freight Transfer Points

On 27 Soptembor 1944, the first of a series of freight transfer points was
established to unload freight from the Red 32ll Route in Paris and to load it
into rail wagons for shipment towards the fronte The first point was es-
tablishod at Garc des Marchandises, Vincenncs Fontcnay-sous-Bois, and was known
as the Vinceonnes-Fontenay Froight Transfer Point. On 29 Septembor, another
transfor point was established, known as e Courncuve Freight Transfer Point,
near Aubervilliers, in the northern suburbs of Parisy A third transfer point
was set up at Reuilly, in southeast Paris, on 2 October, but was discontinued
on 16 October, as tho other installations then operating were deemed sufficient
and rorc suitablo. TFinolly, a fourth was established at Pantin on 11 October
1944, The transfor points at La Courncuve and Vincennes wero discontinued on 8
November ond 18 November, respectively, when POL operations werc transferred to
the Linas Autodrome, and shipmeat by rail could be affected at nearby St Michel,
The remaining truck-to~rail transfers could well be handled at Pantine :

Ench of thesc freight transfer points was easil -ccossible to routes -
followed by the Red Ball convoyse There were also acoguate dock facilities for
the simultancous unloading of approximately 150 trucks at each freight transfer:
point. In addition, the same nurber of lodded trucks could be readily marehallme
ed inside the property'with sufficient space for the marshalling of unloaded
trucks either inside or nearby at both points.

=

The oporational functions of those freight transfer points involved the
following: ' '

(1) Receiving Red Ball convoys and arranging trucks for the proper dis—
charging of froight from trucks to froight carse '

(8). Receiving and checking documentation of convoys in an offort to dis—

corn the destination, type of freight, and number and type of freight cars
roquirede
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(3) Checking and tallying the supplies and equipnont from tho trucks to

tho freight cars, {1
(4) Originating proper documentation of trains and tho naintonance of

rocords ondll convoys, froight cars, and trains. ,

(5) Suporvision of French civilians, foremen, and intorprotors of whom
approximately 2000 were employed at both installations.

(6) Socuring adequato rolling stock, switching ond placing of orpty
carsi a2lso, making up loaded trains for movemont to final dostinntion.

(7) Prepariﬁg and naintaining the nocossary roports and documonts for

further reference.

In assenbling tho trains it was nccossary that thoy be mode up in blocks
of cars, cach block to contain o like tvne of supplies so that they could be -

adequately expedited after arriving at final destination.
The operation of those freight traonsfor points was under tl;m'jurisd.i‘ction
of the Seine STO and was coordinated by theo Chief of Operationg. . w2y |

' During tho period 3 October to Bl Decembor 1944, a total of 251,021 tons
of supplios were - transferred from trucks and shipped by rail to tho front. °

% et

On 15 Novembor 1944, ‘the Inland Waterways Branch w: :.establishod under
the Oporations Divieion of the Seine STO, Surveys of 2ll offloading points
in the Paris area were made, and-the most conveniont locations for' the various
dopots wore designateds. Officors and -onlisted porsonnol wero assigned to these
points, and liaison was cstablishod botwoon the depots,.the offloading in-" -
stallations, the Fronch, and the Hendgquarters of Inlond Waterways Branch. .

© A8

Until 20 Decomber 1944, activity in Inland Vaterways Branch was prac—
height of the water level of the

tically at a standstill duc to tho abnormal
int, rations, nnd potatoes (total

River Seine, Five barges containing nowspr
tonnage 745 tons) wore offlonded during this period ot Los Mureaux (app-
The

roxinately 25 miles outside of Paris), and truckoed .into the Paris area. 1
neowsprint was needed for the publication of Yonk Magazine, and tho potatoes
had to be offloaded to prevent spollagos L |

By 20 December 1944, the wator lovel had lowered sufficiently so that
normal river traffic could be resumed, and on 27 Degerber the first barges
were berthed in the Paris area for offloadinge Those were the barges "Ancro!
with 91 tons of Medieal supplies for M=-407 and Manche" with 262 tons of nmaps
for Enginnor Depot 15 The numbor of barges bevthod in the Paris aroa in-— i
croased to 12 and, including barges offloaded at Les Murcaux, tho total num~
ber of barges and tonnage offloaded for Docombor 1944 was as follows:
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OISE SECTION

(Chapter VI)

Activation of Oise Section

ds an Internediate Section of Commnications Zono, Buropeen Thestor of
Operations, Oisc Scction was ostablished as of 0001 hours, 15 Soptombor 1944
with tho nission of oporating and nainteing Linos of Communication and )

Conrmnications Zono installations in tho aroa onst of tho Soino Scetion ~nd in

rorr of Advanco Scetion, ~nd of taking ovor torritory and instrlloations fron
Advance Soction, as the lottor movod forward bohind tho Armiocs, Brigndior

Gonorol CHARLES O. THRASHIR was anpointed Commanding Gonorel of Oise Scetion
Tho approxinsto boundrrios of Oisc Scetion rs of 25 Octobor are shown in ;.

Chart 1, Chaptor I,

An agcount of tho activitios of tho Transportation Corps in Oiso Soction
undor tho Soction Transportation Offico, follows in two soctions: Soction I KT
covors tho pcriod 15 Soptoembor through 30 Novembor 1944, and Scetion II covore
tho period 1 December through 31 Docomber 194<,

Soction I

(15 Soptombor through 30 Hovo:bor 1944)

Organizetion and Dutios of Soction Transvortation Office

Upon activation of Oiso Soction (0S), on' 15 Sontombor 1944, the Scetion

Tronsporsation Offico (STO), roprosonting tho Trensportation Corps (TC), was
ostablishod as a staff scction of tho Oisc Soction Keadquortors with Lt,

Colonol RICHARD W. BARKER as chiof. Office sprce was obtained at No, 3, No, 3

Bis, and No, 5, Cours [natolo Fronco, City of Roins: tho buildings wore vaeatod
by the Fronch Forcos of tho Intorior,

Tho porsonnol which foraod the nuclous for tho STO oporating stoff was
obtainod fronm officors snd onlisted mon who had proviously beon assigned to
Southern Baso Scction in tho United Kingdor, This initinl grdup was comprised
of 12 officors, 12 onlisted nmon end 7 cnlisted woren. Onc officor was nlso
obtainocd fron Brittany Baso Soction. The balanco of tho personnol was obtained
fron tho 1ith Traffic Rogulation Group, consisting of 46 officors and 328
enlisted meny thoy woro assignod to Oiso Scction on 16 Soptember 1944, shortly
aftor thoir arrival on the Continont from tho Unitod Statos.

Orzonization

Tho Soction Trensportation Officor wns rosponsible to the Oiso Soction

' Cormanding Gonoraljand to the Chicf of Transportation, Communications Zone,

Buropean Theator of Operations, for tho tochnical control, rogulation, and
oporation of 21l novonents by rail, road, or inlend watorw~ys within Oisc
Soction, To accomplish thogo nissions, the Transportation Corps troops assign-
od to Oiso Scction includod, in addition to tho Treffic Rogulation. Groups and
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Group Reogulating Stntions, cortain Reilwny Oporating Battolions, Grand Divi-
sions, and Qi Truck Battalions and Companicse

A functional chart indicating the organization of the Oisco Scetion STO
is shown on tho oppositc pege, Chart lo. 1. It will bo noted thnt in order
to perforn its various dutics, the st~ff scetion consisted of -idninistrntion
and Planning & Control Divisions; oporntional divisions for llotor “rensport,
Inland Waterways, Roand lovenents, and R~il liovencnts. “wo additionrl divi-
sions wore requircd for liaison with units assigned for opecrational purposcs
to .Second Military Railways, Comrmunications Zone, and the Fronch authoritics,.
411 divisions worked directly with the ficld, the regulation =~nd control of
traffic boing accomplishod primerily through Rosd Traffic Officors ond Reil-
way Traffic Officers, coriionly known ns RTO's,

Coordination ‘was of highest irmportance within this organizntional arrango-
nent and within Oise Scction Hondguortcrs. This wns cspeelnlly truc in connoco=
tion with the Service Sections of tho Oise Section Headgquarters, orgeniz.d
under G—:., Both at the boginning and cnd of cvery move, whether freight or
passenger, contact had to be made by the Scction Treonsport~tion Officc with
ficld orgenizations or units of the supply Scrvices., .ny feilure to obtrin
the maximun of cooperation reduced the usage of transportation focilitios
accordingly, J

Adninistrrtion Division

The Adninistration Division performed the functions of 5-1, S-2, ond .S—S
for the STO as outlined in Field Menual 101-5 and, in addition was rosponsible
for all othor matters not dircotly pertaining to operations. The branches .of
the Adninistration Division included: Miscellencous, Files, Supply, Repro-
duction, Message Center, Reports snd Statistics, Sccurity and Training. The
iiscellancous Brench was chrrged with the procossing of 211 corrcspondence for
the Section Transportation Office and for 21l other functions not specifically
included in the other branches. Since all nessages passcd through tho Jdmini-
stration Division, it followod that a knowledgo of the oporations of onch

division was curront in that office, end a neasurc of coordination among divi-
siong was offccted.

.8 of 30 Novermber 1944, the Adninistration Division consisted of & Chief,
1st Lt. 4. S. ROBERTS, 10 enlistod womon, end 5 French civiliens, of whon tho
latter were a pernanent janitor detail for firingzg and clcaning.

2lanning and Control Division

The Plenning snd Control Division was cstablished on - Noverber 194:,
This division conductod surveys of ficld installations and rocomncnded adjust—
onts in policies, organiz-tion, proccdurcs ~nd nmethods in situntions rcquiring

zorrective action, ~nd followed up tho oxccution of approved rocorronintions.

Jdotor Transport Division

The Motor Transport Division arrived on 18 Sewteorber 1942, and consisted

of one officor as Chiof, Capt. Re S. McLELLAN, TC, onc onlistcd men, ond cne
onlisted woman, This division and its lisison wero rosponsible for tho tochnical
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and staff’ control of military and ¢ivilian’ tronsportation.

After oriontation,
the lotor

ransport Division assungd-control from Advance Scetion and inmed -
lntely thorecﬁ.ftcr it becamnc evidony that the officec should act not only for
staff control but also as an oporagions center. Gonscquently, the staff wa
increascd to thrce officers ond fiye onlistod porsenncl, As of 30 Nover 'bor
1941, onc Quartornaster Battalion:snd ton truck CO’IPc.IlluS werc under its:
Jurisdiction for. staff and tochn:.c«j_ control.

Inlend Vatorways Division

The Inland Watorwnys Division, upon arrivel in Reims 18 Soptember 1944,
was sct up as a Division of the Seaion Trensportation Offico with an officer
in charge, Hajor FRAMK J. DOMBEK, D0, ~nd ono enlisted nan as a clork. Tho
nission of the divisicn wns to assigt tho Freonch in the rchabilitation of the
conal systen, to oxpedite the movempgnt of nilitary freight, end to foster the

novenent of Fronch requirecnents via canal in order to reduce the demands on
rail end truck facilitics.

Rord Movencnts Division

" The Road. Moverients* D:.v:l.sion was chargod with tha responsa,billty for the-
planning and rogulating of the Road Troffic Circulation Lot in Oiso Scction
_ arca, on thc basis of :the .t'LrI:ly 8 roqulror*ent Tho . s(t"f:f‘ consistud of two

officers, cight enlisted mon, and one cnlistcd wome.m ,$ho Chicf of tho Divi-
sion 'was lst Lt, LEON KAT3R, TC.

The Operations Branch of the Rogsd I'Iévorienis D:n"isi‘on' was the Road Traffic
Headquarters. Its responsibilitics included the regulating of convoy traffic
in the Oisc Scction -arog, aond.the c".lssenlna.tlon of informetion to gll Scrvices

concerned, .for theo: purposo of arra.nging; Tra ,fflC Gortrol Class i eund TT1
supplies, and bivouac s:L“Lcas. :

¥ @

_Bg.l.l lloverients D:Lvis:l.on :

v

The Rnil ilovonments Division was responsible to the STO for control and
regulation of 2ll trnffic by rail within Oise Section. Its mission was accon-
plished in the ficld by RTO's. Actusl oporation .of the railroads was tho
rosponsibility of Rnilway Oporptlnb Battelions end-Railwey Grand Divisions
which wore assigned to tho Sccond Military Railway Service, Comrmnications
Aone, Closc coordination with RTO's ‘weas ossontial far the regulation of
traffic. As the railway ;units novod forwerd in support of the Arniocs, operas
tions* were turned over to the Fronch iilitary Railweys, Societe Ne.tlonalo do
Chenin de For Francrise (SNCF), as rapidly as possible. This Division was
divided into two brrnches, nmlcly, Roil Froight Brench and Rril Passcnger
Brrnchy their dutics wore as indicotcd by . their nanes. As of 30 Hovomber

1944, the strongth of the Dlvismn was 7 -officers, 12 cnlistod men, ~nd one
onlisted woman, with Major NORMAN S. SCHROLDER as ‘Chicf.

Lilitrry Railwny Division

The Military Bailwayql)ivir.*ion wag included on tho STO organization chart
with the purposc in nind that o liaison branch would be required with Sccond
Milit~rry Roilwny Scrvice and %d,llmfa.y Opor~ting units; however, the repidity
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with which the Railway units relinquished territory and turned operations over
to the French made its establishment unnecessary.

SNCE

French Liaison officers, Lt. Colonel MAURICE FOMMERLT, Captain CEARLIS
WALLUT, and a civilian secretary were the medium through which authoritative
decisions were accomplished and carried out with the SHCF. Prinary contact
with SHCF was made by RTO's and staff officers of the Section Transportation
Office at the roilway stations, but authority and enforcement of U.S. Army

demands was effccted through the French Liaison staff which was granted adequate
authority in this respect.

D
)

TC

Bac und

The 14th Traffic Regulation Group was activated in the United States on
15 March 1944, and upon completion of its Basic Training, was alerted for over-
seas movement. The Group arrived in the United Kingdom on 22 August 1944 with
& total strength of 46 officers and 328 enlisted men and after & short marshall-
Ing period, moved forward for the fulfillment of its mission on the Continent,

arriving in France 31 Auguet 1944, It was assigned to Oilse Section upon active-
tion of the latter, "

Speclal Training Conducted in Oise Section

While a large percentage of the personnel had transportation experilence
from eivilian 1ife, particularly among the enlisted men, none had ever operat-—
ed 1n field installations of Transportation Sections in a Theater of Operations,
At the time of their assignment to Oise Section, as a result of thelr inexper-—
ience in RTO operations, an unfavorable impression was created upon the Oise
Section Trensportation Corps personnel, which had already been assigned to the
STO from Southern Base Section in the United Kingdom and from the Office of the
Chief of Transportation. Oonsequently, & school was organized under the
direction of Lt, Golonel RICHARD W. BARKZR and Major R. KIMBALL, the Deputy
Section Transportation Officer, which was attended by all of the unassigned
persornel of the 14th Traffic Regulation Group as well as by the officers and
enlisted men who had already been assigned to installations still under the
control of Advance Section. The members in attendance were given the beneflt
of the valuable experience gained by various staff officers who had actually
operated in Transportation Sections in the United Xingdom.

The school, comprising a course of instruction concerning the duties of
RTO's and their relationship to the functioning of the Section Transportation
Office, was conducted for a period of three days from 21 October through 23
October 1944, The course of instruction covered the general duties of a Raile
way or Road Traffic Officer; the characteristics of an RTO; the roquircments and
duties of an RTO; the officc dutice” of an<RT03-the Hecessary-dutics. of an RTO in
connection with Troop Eiovomon’cs, including activitics prior to entrainmont, and
wuporvision -end assistance during cntrainment and dctrainment; the activitics and
documentntion. nceessnry in Supply lovements; the duties requircd of an RTO .in
arranczing a Road lovement and the proper utilimation of Motor Transport,
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Following this course of instruction, and after an initial period of
orientation in actual operation at BRTO installations,. a marked lmprovement
was demonstrated in the capabilities of the 14th Traffic Regulation Group
personnel, As control of the various installations of the Advance Sectio-
was assumed by the 14th Traffic Regulation Group personnel, the operations
at these RTO's were ably continued in an excellent menner and new installa-—

tions which were established were well staffed and produced creditable
results,

Between 22 and 24 September 1944, shortly after the Olse Section
Tronsportation Office was activated, sections were organized for RTO installa-
tions and were sent to Laon, Reims, Solssons, Villers—Cotterets, Epernay,
Sommesous, and St. Quentin, France, where similar installations of Advance
Section were already in operation. Sections were also organized for Traffilec
Control Points for the control of Road Movements and sent %o Chateau-Thierry,
Soissons, Sommesous, and Rozay, where Advance Section installations were
also ready in operation. The personnel for these sections was drawn from the

14th Traffic Regulation Group and were sent to these polnts to work in conjuc-

tion with the iAdvance Section installations for the purpose of orienting thenm-

selves in the procedure of operating an RTO installation and gradually taking
over the work so that they would be in position to teke complete charge of
these installations when Oise Section assumed control of the territory which
was at that time still under the jurisdiction ¢f Advance Section.

On 22 October 1944, Detachment "A", 14th Traffic Regulation Group was
activated with a strength of 23 officers and 162 enlisted men and asslgned to
Oise Section but attached to Advance Section, Communications Zone, ETO on-
temporary duty at RTO installations. On 22 November 1944, Detachment YA
was reduced by 4 officers and 19 enlisted men. ey S

BEffective 27 October 1944, 14th Traffic Regulation Group was reorganized
under T/0 & E 55-500T, 3 July 1944, with an authorized strength of 75 officers
and 308 enlisted men. At that date, the unit had an overstrength of 24
enlisted men who were subsequently reported surnlus and transferred to the
Replacement System for reassignment. As of 30 November 1944, -the officer

strength had been increased to a total of 57,

- BiNe Drptedil b dsneh

To establish traffic control and regulation, RTO's (Railway and Road
Traffic Offices) were maintained at sirotegic locations throughout the Oise
Section area. RTO installations were the ears, eyes, and hands of the Sectlon
Transportation Office, #nd through them intelligence from the field was

transmitbed to the STO and subsequently the necessary operations at each
point were accomplished,

Although Advance Section was still in control of Oise Section territory
at the time that the Olse Section STO was organized, personnel was sent to the



esss Olse Section
Paze 6

various existing Advance Section RTO installations and Traffic Control Points
to augment their personnel and work with them., Since the men thus assigned :
had no previous experience in RTO operations, such assignments gave them an :

excellent opportunity for orientation and training. ]
7 On 18 September 1944 the following sections were assigned on Temporary ]
Duty with Advance Section installations: L
Laon 1 Officer 6 Enlisted Men S
Soissons 1 Officer 6 Enlisted Men )
Sommesous . - 1l Officer 6 Enlisted Men
Heims 1 Officer 10 Enlisted Men L

From this beginning, RTO's were established until, as of 30 November 1944,
& total of sizxteen were in operation at locations and of strength as shown

in the table below: ‘.
Town Officers EM Town Officers EM .
Cambrai. 280 7 Sezanne 1 - ‘
Chalong - = 8 Sclssons 5 b

Chatean Thierry 1 6 Sommesous & =

Compeigne 2 12 St. Quentin : : |
Zpernay 1 6 Tergnier 1 i s b
Laon 0 8 Troyes 1 P

E"ntdidier 0 1 Valenciennes 2 b

Heims 2 19 Wassigny 0 .

270 Statements

From a few of the reports and correspondence from “TO's in Oise Sectilon
during this period, the following quotations are made:

RTO SEZANNED, FRANCE - Capt, BRNZST M. CHRISTL, TC:

"The Rall Transportation Office, Sezanne, France, was opened at the RR
Station, 1200 hours, 9 October 1944 by three officers and fifteen enlisted
men, This RTO was the first to be established, which was completely & Oise
Section operation. Its first mission was to provide a WRL (Water, Rest,
Latrine) stop for troop movements and during the period from 9 October to :
30 November 1944, an estimated 27,000 troops passed through this station, l
Approximately 18,000 of these troops were provided with drinking water, hot ;
water for coffee and shaving, and latrine facilities. :

L

g

"On 26 October 1944, the personnel of this station was reduced to one
officer and five enlisted men and nlso a new territory assignment was recelved,
The new territory was surveyed as quickly as possible and on 28 October 1944
a dump of 22,000 empty jerry gas cans was discovered., These were ultimatcly
put back into circulation: The Rest Stop was improved on 14 YNovenber 1944,
adding box type latrines and electric lighting facilities.

"During one month, from 24 October to 24 November 1944, 540 American
Freight trains passed through this station.! :




RTO CAMBRAI, FreNCE ~ T/Szt. Horold C, Spickerman.

"The railroad station at Cautrail was olmost completely destroyed by
Allied bomdbing attacks. The RTO offico a% Jambrai had no celling and only
threc wells for an office which had to be set up. Through French cooperation,
an office was set up and in operation by 30 October 19444 |

"The raillroad yerds at Cambrai were also almost completely demolished,
including three large roundhouses whers locomotives were repaired. XNow ahout
nine tenths of ell sidings have been put into service and all facilities for

mainteining thelr locomotives have deen put back into service By the Frenth."

RTO SOISSONS, FRANCE . 1st ht. GLEN G. MEaRS, TC:

"Since taking over RTO duties in the Soissons Disttics, geteral interest-
ing events have taken place and certain war damage noted. The noted condi-
tions and events are hereby handed on for those concerned,

"The condition of the Soigsons railhend and terminal facilitles were
found to be good, but with a few exceptions. Noted exceptisns were the j
destruction, by the Germans, of the Mapual Control Interlookimg System, several
yard tracks, and the partial destruction of a Trench loconmetive wiieh had .- .
been dumped into a bomb crater in the vicinity of the roundhouse. This was
in addition to some railroad depot damazs. ;

PActe of sabotage were experienced in the eomrmnities of Margival end

" Anizy-Pinion, sub RTO depots of this unit, and importent railheads which have

been serviecimg quite a large emmunition dump. These acts eonsiated of the
scattering of nails on the main vehicle roads, resulting in numerous punctures
to cmmnition truck tires which caused a loss of man and truek<hours and throw
ing additional repair burdens on truck repair eompanies, tysag-up geilieans
and. causing general delay. '

"Other acts were the destruction of several buildings by fire, ané the
severing of lines of communication in these localities, -

An elaberate system of underground caves between Sotssens, and Aol
wae discovered and contained considerable guantities sfjGeopnania thlon,
Caves were well concroted and camouflaged.

"T¢ hes been this unit's ohservation that,. to a great extent, the French
civilians in this section are folrly friendlys howeveF. i (ROLE SRRRE belli_g~
eront attitudes have been noticed, no doubt due %o the pfed e ey S
attacks which were necessary in order %0 dislodge the enemy,

"This detail is well aware of possible acts of sabotage and has protectes
itself by established security neasures.”

RTO WASSIGNY, France - S/Sgt, Willdan H. Foss.

‘I'JOY and Freedon returned to the little village of Wassigny, Jrance on
2 September 1944 when the inhabitants were 1iberated at 1800 hours with the |
capture of 600 Germans in the nearhy woeds, Used as an amminition dump, whic

S
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was blown up with the arrival of the American forces, Wassigny was egain plg«ced
on the strotegical war map with the installation of an american amnitlon ULp,

"Wassigny is a comparatively small ruilicad wath on efficient operating
capacity of 225 cars, supplying 5 airstrips and frequent durmonds of others.
One team track plus on unused portion of a civilian team track provide track-—
2ge for approximately 50 wagens for discharge, From the start of the present
#I0 manngement on 26 October until 6 Novembder 1944, » 12-doy period, 102 cars
arrived for unlonding; in the next 12-day period, 493 cars were received.
During the same periods, 82 cars were unloaded as commared with 299 cers, =
addition to $ome 210 trucks in convoys. Yards at Etruex and Minnervret were
utilized both for storage and unloading,

"Me FT1 having demonstrated thelr efficiency by eabotaging the water
tower for the Germans, left us with the problem of obtaining water for owr
switch engine, as wewére losing‘3 to'5 house a_day or mccount of the mch}ne
having to travel to Bussigny for water. BExcellent cooperation wae gbtari-neél ;
from the MBS which furnished us with a ges engime end 24~hour operation, o
Pernanent repairs could bs mede.

"In addition to the usual RTO duties, we have participated in the recapture
°f 8 German EOW's, offered RT0 cooperation to 4 members of the 8th Alr Comannd
WO Dailed out to safety when their bomber crashed in Wassigny, and discovered
& German spy next door to the Le Gare with am ingenious 2-way radio, with which

he had been - asoustomed to making nightly reports to Germany on the npumber of
carse in the railhesd . "

510 COMPIEGNI, PRaNCE -~ Maj, WM. B. SHARP, JR., T6:

"This office is suBmiﬁiﬁé report requested by Capt. KLUNDER on @0 November
1944, covering hospital trains, rations issued tb troop trains short of rations,
troops serviced ag ¥roop canteen, /end troops detrained at this station?

"*There vas 2 tetal of 44 northbound'and’ 44 seuthbound hespital treins pass-

ing through this station during the period 19 November ghrough 30 November
1944 inclusive, . : :

TN bl .
*! A Total of 18,711 troop trains have been serviced at: the Oanteen since

18 Noverber 1944, plus approximately 4,800 from cenvoys and causels coming
through Compiegne, -

"! There has been a totol of 2,781 rations issued to troop trains passing
this station short of rations, 19 November through 30 Nevember 1944. The
two trains which were furnished rations were Mains 1272~B and 1332-N. Main

1272~B was furnished 133 rations, and Main 1332-N was furnished,2,646 rations,

-

i1 During the perind L0 throvsh FO Nowenior 1944, wé regoived a total of-
. 89438 Jroops for the L{th Replacément Tepot at thie stationi

"VA grand total of 102,571 troops have been serviced from 26 October through

30 November 1944, The above figure indicates that there was an average of
2,849 %roops serviced Caily,'"

i

e i SR SN
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RTO THOYES, FRANCH ~.CAPT WaALLACE D, WRIGHT; TC:

"Thie RTO opened up in Troyes, 28 October 1944, At that time 15 raile
road bridges in the territory were &araged, of which, a2t the present time,
2 have been repaired, including ownening of maln line from Troves east to
Cheumonte It is anticinated that 211 important bridges will be repaired by
the first of the year, During this time, construction of temvorary highway

bridges by U.S. Engincers and French have been generally completed, opening
up all main routes,

"At the time the office was ovened, French railroads were operating 2
scheduled passenger trains each way at Troyes per week. Now there are 12 each

way per wesk, and when the mair line to Parls 1is opened, it 1s anticipated
that traffic will greatly increcase.

"RTO has located ~nd arranged to shin to proper depots, 200 cars contain-
ing captured German equipment, and hne arranged to put into military service
approxime¥ely 25 empty tank cars and 5 refrigerator cars,

"This effice has handled 5 Main trains destined for Troyes area and has
assisted in several highway convoy clearances.

"This office has locnted and reported to G—4, Oise Section, through ,
channels, the existence of 2 Germon Ammunition Dumps containing thousands of

tons of ammunition and 1 French Engineer Dump (used by the Germans) , containing
consicerable Engineering material,

"although no large depots are in this territory, office has been of mater-

ial assistonce in supplying information and furnishing use of our bettor telew
phone communications,"

RTO LaON, FRANCE -~ T/Sgt. Chester M, Jrazler.

"This office was taken ovcr by the 14th Traffic legulation Group on 18
October 1944, .t that time tHere werc only 2 tracks in partial operation and
the yard tracks were all comdletely destroyed by allied bombing. The railroad
at that time was operated by the 740th Railway Operating Battalion of the MRS,
They turncd the railroad back to French ovmeration about 10 days after we took

over, -1% that time trains were mosily operated from Oherbourgyor dariHieurdne
ing here from Soissons., ;

"At the present time we have seven tracks in operation, plus two tean
tracks and about fifteen storage tracks, We now are receiving trains daily
from Foris  via Solsscns, Paris via Reims, and also from Le Havre and Beauvals
vie Tergnier, The Paris trains are couted from here via either Ter:mier or

Hjsrscn for Licge and points North-Dast and the trains from Besuvals and Le Havre
via modms to Verdun,

"Linited passenger service is avnilable once drily by combination freight
anc. passonger trains for civilians to Soissons, Hirson, Tergnier, Chapnelle,
and §%. Quentin. These trains meke one round trip daily. We also have two
diescl trains which meke one round trip daily from Paris to St. Quentin and

11lle, respectively. These trains are run solely for Military personncl or 1
civilions wilth special anthorization given then by the French prefect, 1
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"4t the present time, equipnent eucil ag freight and passcnéeer cars, and
Jocomotives arc very limited. Trains are still delayed in transif from one
to seven or eizht hours due tc this shortasge.

"Work is progressing slowly on the rehapilitation of the yord tracks and
equipment now in usc Tere &% Laon, It is expechted that vithin the nc..r futuraey
facilities here will “c greatly inproved."

RTO CHALONS, FRANCE . 24 LT. JOSEFH H, MCODUZY

The Chalons ®T0 consisting of two officers and nine enlisted men was
orgenized on 4 October 1944, under the command of Major = H, WANSTBERG with
Lt, JOSUPH k, HCDUFY g his assistant., Upon arrival in Cholon, & billet was
established at 14 Alles Pawl Dounier, and the offices occupled by the exlsiing
RIO were taken over by the new organization. After a period of aporoximately
five days in which mich valueble information was obtained by working in con-
Junction with the then existings RTO, the present group officlally assuned
control on 9 Qetoher ond immedistely begen work to immrove Hoth office And
operatlional progedure, on 23 October, Mejor T NEERG Yeo.a transt erred to
another asgignment and Lt. MCDUFF assumed cormand of the unit.

"At tho present time the BTO offices are located on the station platform
having been moved from the street side of the station vhere the previous RIO
wes located, This was a great improvement : s our field of vision cormends a
view of the depots in the rallroad yerds ond enables us to keep closor Buper—
vision, alge 21} traing pess or either ston in close proximlty to our office
wWhere anyone desiring our services can readily and easily znin access bo 1t
Tae office is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, with personnel on duty
8% 211l times to cone with any problems thet moy arise at night,

" ‘

Upon arrival we found no RO hijhwey sizns in use but through the co=
operation of the railroad sign paint department, signs were immediately no.d.e
and posted on all highways leadin/ into the city. after greoat effort, lumlnous

paint_was procured end will be apilied on all signs in the mnear e
vigibility after nightfell,

"Since the very begimning of its existence, thie effice has worked in
close harmony with the French, nd as a result, a strong mutual friendship
and understanding exists, Ve have vet to present the French with & problen
pertaining to operational procedure ard nol, reach a srtisfactory solution
within a shert pericd eof time, We arc mroud of the fact that the sane holds
true in any problem that they have presented to us, 4 pood exsmple of this
cooperative spirit may he found in the manner ip which the railroad handlod
the switching problems crested by tho estevlishment of a Clags I end Olass III
depot here. This office found that the railroac required too much tine for
the spottinz and switching of cars; and as a result, the work of the dejpois
was impeded. 4fter a conferemce with the' Chef De Gare, this HTO was assigned
2 switech enzine to be used solely for work in conmection with the two depots.

Ag a result of this fine cooperation, we are able to efficiently handle the
switching requiremente of these depots,

"In addition to the regular duties of an RTO, and due to the large nunher
of hospital troalns paseing thru our station with casualties from the front,
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this particular organization, thru the cooperation of Specilal Service, and
Stars and Stripes, has cstablished the practice of accumlating readinz matter
to be iven to the Train Comnanders for distribution to their patients, 4
supuly of the latest issues of Yank magazines, daily Stars and Stripes, and
pocket sized overseas books are kept on hand at all times for distribution.

#The wolume of traffic has increased from three trains per day at the
time this section was organized to twenty four trains at the vresent time,
wlth prospects of greatly increased traffic in the near future,"

RTO SOMMESUUS, FRAWGE w 24 LT. KOESKT N, LAVERTY,

"Daily incidents call upon the Reilwsy Traffic Officer's initlative to
meet new situations. He has roceived tralning in the technical operation of
his unit but he must rely upon hinself to .erform the multifarious chores not
peculior to his assignment, Perhaps the &TQ is judged more on his ahility or
inability to handle unusual occurrences than on the routine business which
absorbs most of his time. Typical of the kind of thin; for which he holds
himgclf in readiness to help with are the following?

"A vnit of 1400 men reported to pass through Sommegous needed additional
rations due to delays enroute, On a few hours notice a mess was oreanized in
conjunction with the wailway Operating Battalion on the spot and when the
troops arrived hot coffec and sandwiches were issued., 4n additional difficulsy
Brose when it was found thot there were 2000 men on the train instead of the
1400 announced, Different breakdown of the rations had to be made and was
managed to the satisfaction ~f the personnel. The train wes held up for a
total of 90 minutes %o arrange for the messing of 2000 men.

"One morning at about 3 olclock a train wreck oceurred abouy 4 miles west
of the railroad station. Within half an hour after the accident the RT0 prow
cured an ambulance. It was found that the enaine of a troop train with more
than fifty cars had plowed into a POL train, smashing to bits the cabocsa
occupied by troin guards end the French conductor, - They were killed in the
orash. The wreckage wes removed from the mainline within 8 hours by the
Railway Oporating Battalion and traffic aacntinwed without f‘umthcn’-_delw. ‘Shine
of the POL Cars involved in the wreeck could not ve moved, and the XTO made
the necessary contacts to have th: tank cars emptied into Jerricans which were
then forwarded to their original (i‘.estination.

HOn 15 November 1944, the railroads at Sommesous entered Fhase III epere
ation, The Railway Operating Battelion moved out and the operation: was taken
over by the French Hailrosd, [The confusion in the first few days was overcone
after both parties, the SNOF and the RTO personnel, arrived at the conelusion
that the work could be continued only threugh close cooperation and liaisons
¥nowledge of Irench by some nembers of the RTO was of considerable help. Belng
the only representative of the Us S, 4rmy in the place included additional
responsibilities, The #TU is called upon centinually to furnish information
to the SNCF and the MiS, to keep the STO advised,of the local sltuatlon and
act also ag the "eye" for the MES. French civilian a._nc‘. nilitary authorities ,
look toward the &T0 U, 8, army unit for advice., The RTO gerves as Message I
Center and has a telephone switchboard for Us S. drmy units dispersed in
adjacent territory.
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it . Rall Trapsportetion
Development

. When the Roil Movements Division of tne Section Transportation Office
was organized on 20 September 194:, idvance Sectiom was still in control of
rall transportation in Oise Section: ILialson was immediately cstablished
with the corresponcin, Rail Diwisicn of Ldvance Seetion and the first Rail
Movements Officer for Oime Section was assigned to Advanco Section on
Temporary Duty for orientation in the handling of rail noverents in this
territory. .t the same time, KTO sections were nrgamizec and sent out to
work ir conjunction with existing sdvence Section installations. 4#11 of
this was arransed so that the Section Tronsunrtation Office would "he'in a
POs8ition to assuns control of rail movements as scon as Advence Seetion
moved cut of Oige Sectiom territory, in order that there wovlc De mno Inter-—
Tuption in rail operations, 4s of 28 Scptember 1944, all of the rallways
in Oise Scction wore opsrated hy U.S. Forces, and by 30 November 1944, the
french had assumed operation of all oxceptinz the Compiegne, Tergnier,

St. Quentin, Cambrai, and Valenelennes line.
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- One of the mejor problems existing curing the time that advance Section
Was overating in Oise Seetion territory was the lack of proper information

£or the clearance and control of rail shipnents, which resulted in con<estion
&% mny of the important points. This coniition was comsed neiuly By the
lack of go0od commnicotions between the boaches ond intermediase points,
end Advance Section heedquarters, 5o that in many cases informafion was no%
veeeived at all, or arrived $ee late to he of any value, By the time Olec
Seation agsumed control, commnications had been materially improved.
furthermore, forms were prepared by the Rail Movements Division of Olse
Section requesting the necessary information for the prover regulation and
control of rajl shipments from the originating points, so that congestion
could be prevented end proper clearance maintained. This prevented uniden-
tified cors from remaining in storage and classification yards for undue
periods of time snd effected a more efficient use of the rolling stock,

m E , i\ v

~raln wrocks were a constant menance t¢ rallway cperation. 4 report
on one occurriang in aeims 16 November 1944 s covered in Appendix No. 1,
The transition from -merican to Freach operation accounted for sene of the

ececunted-for—aome of.the accidents which occurred, -

At the timc the nail Movements Division of the Oise Section Transpor-—
tation Office assured contrcl of rail mov.ments “rom Advence Section,
three nujor chatacles st:ll remained to be overcome before Main Line traffic
coull be maintained in its territory, 4t Chalons, and on the Main Line
south of Ch~lons, bridses were out and had to be reconstructed hefnrc the
line coulc- bHe opened for operation. On the Main ILine between Farls and
-Chalons, a tunael had heen. bombed. and. had..to be recons t;‘-.gcj;.‘ed,._ﬂﬁ,/‘e‘f.org i Pa
operation was ncssible,  On'l Novinber the ‘bridse’ south of Chalons had been
repaired wnd on 'S November reconstruction of the hridye af Chalons was
completed so that the Main Line hetween iteims and Chalons and points heyond
could be reopencd., By 28 November the tunncl on the Paris—Chalons line was
repaired permitting traffic to be resumed on that line.

.4——-—‘-& s e
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The method of hancdliné'rail shivmen’s Ly Advance Sectién differed from
that later employed by Oise Se:-inn rarcuicrtation O0ffice, in that Advance
Section was directly cssigmed tu She armiec and arrangod for the deiivery of
personnel and supnlies to the armies. ™ %le other hand, after tha Armies
had advanced and the Oise Scetiecn Transuerzation Office assumed control of
transportation In (i¢s Sect’on taeroritory. "all shipments assuned a "passing
through" natvre, with the exceptro.. of some depot shipments for delivery to
roints within the Clise Sscticn area. Repulatlon and control of rail movements
thenh Doedma the nicsion of “he Oise Section Reil Moviments Division, in order
to pravent Congestion and to k:icp shiyrments moving throuch the Oise Bsation
terrisory %0 ite forward boundnries,.

Hovement of suppliss by roed sssumed a position of primary importance &s
a means of providing transport Lion during the time that Advance Section was
in control of the territory laler assigmed to Oise Section. <t that time,
the french railwer swvsiem was undergoin: reconstruction, following the
severe bHombing attocka te which these transportation facilities had been
subjecte® a8 the Allied Armies moved ac-oss France to the borders of ZFelgium
end Germemy. Since rail lines f£ir m the beaches to the irmies at the front ;
could no% de employed to malntain a steady stream of persemnel and supplies,
¥he only alfernative wes to make use of the class I reeds through France,

On 1 Oetoler, the Passenger Fanch of the Offics of the Chief of
Trensportation inaucurated the Main fumter system to be used in the movementy
of troep ¥rains, and the firet Moin Number train (1001-N) passed througsh
thls scetion .nl. was serviesd at Sezanne. Through 30 November, the Passenger
Brench of the STC office handled 164 Mair Trains moving a total of 145,930

troops. In addition, a total of 207 Hospitel Trains were handled by this
branch.

By 30 Wovembder 194<, rail frei,nt tonnasge. originating and passing thromgh
Olse Section built up to approximasely 20,000 tons daily, movirz directly
A breakdown of this Scnnage showlng routes fron. raris followsi

Tons of Troop

drom ey Supnlies Movement. Re

Perie Jiegse Area 2 genon 3,000 via: Compiezne=St,
Quentin-Valencie nnes
Charlerol.

Beavvals Lisge Area 2,000 - viatsame as above

Paris Liege Aree 2,E00 - Via: Solsscne~Loan~
Charlerol

Paris Tuxemborrg Area 3,000 100 viay Reims

Paris Wenoy nves oo 800  via: Sommesous

Hoad Moverients in and throush Lise Seobicn .

Imeciately upon arrival in Reims on 17 Scptember 1944, contact was mode

N
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ure, liaison was coitianously mainjei. 4, orire shis 7 Se & vomplese
record wase made of ali +hs roco.urai-e-.ce woTk prépared 3y thely Highyay

Branch, Zmgineer Sectim, “nalal n. %

fication, Overlays va'c mude o? tas :oro “he ro.p svpply
routes to the drny arcus, In auticipacion Hx future s
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eir.se, S2 rcutes were
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developed throughou’ tae Oise Se:tion = T~ VSro proparicly
4 supply of these strip maps was given to eack 2TJ0 to Dé Issted drivers
and coavey cemmanders as required,

As in the 5282 07 Rajil Mc.ements, the major part of road convoy
trafriz through Oisc Secticn was of the tpagsing through' ty_pe. Traffiec
meved frem Cherbours, ,the l'ornmandy beaches, ond tho C}_m.nnel Port? to the
various Army avess. Other movementy, whinl Were destined for this &area,
were from depots and dumps,

. A&fter working in liaison with tne corresponding branch of advance
Section, the Road Movements Division issued a Standard Oerating Procedure
for foad Traffic Headquarters. This SOP yas prepared on the basis of experience
gained from operations in the United Kinmlom and tiie prodlems encountered
while working with Advance Section,

. ' s 9o, 0o
In accerdance with the Road Mevenens Division S02, all units

Proposing te move a road convoy ~f 20 veh’cli:s or more, apnlied to the
510, of the AT0 who advised the 3T0, where tne following action was taken:

(1) The reutes were checked for conditior of roads and the bridge
; classification,
(2) Tinings were checied with “lL.s il ) e L e

there was no coms.ich witn ciher coavoys. Timings were com—

puted at critical points, entry ond departure at the Oise

Boundary, and at westination,

(3) If the convoy was to move throush another section or Army
area, clearsn’e was ottained from those areas, and this
information was sent forward by telephone or teleprint.

(4) When necessary, arrangements were made for & dirTcuac site
anc. Jlass I and III supplies for use of convoys enroute,
cocrdinating with other services. \

(5) When the move was cleared satisfactorily, the route of
J.Ghe eenvoy we.r plotted on a daily maps
(6) 4 coavoy nunber was then designated and movement instruc—

tlons wore issmed to the convoy commaender, which included
aescription o? the ruvte and all timings, Whenever,
possible, stri. :::aps' were given,

(7) < copy of the iwversnt was immediately sent to the Traffic
Control rrovost Mrshal with a request for traffic control
and MP escorts whi ascessory,

The seme procslure wes usad fur éonvoys originating in other areas and
moving into or through Oise Seection,

b
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During the first few weekxs oF operctions, a numhe. of Aifficulties arose,
mainly caused by lack of adveace '-Fformatisn <rom tow inasiavi o 2z ncies.
This deflciency was s:rliar to taz; in centiection with the handlinz of rail
shipments and was nlsc dnc Neinly Vo woor coamunication anc te the ack of
coordination betwsca Sections rnd 3Base Zeciions. The problem was overcome
by bringieg this aatter Lo the atiention of the Chisf of Traneportation,
€lving speoifio examples and srhowingz their efflec ts.

anodher Problem was the lack of uniformity in procedure and the method
of forwarding information., To solve this provlem "Request for Road Cenvey |
Clearance™ mmd "ioad Movement Insbruction Forme" were prepared by the Road |
sovements Division and sent to the Trensportation Officer of all BDase Sections
and to the Chief of Transportation. When, in some instances, proper inform-
ation still was not coming forward, the difficulties were clarified through
telephone comversatione with these agencies. On 19 October 1944, Chief of
Irensportation Headquarters, Com Z, BTOUSA, issued Circular No. 13, &irecting
all Base Beebions to use the same forms and procedures initiated at Olse
Section. Improvement was noted immediately in all Inter-Base road mevemeat
adveanag iwformation, with the result that an efficient plan was evolved for
the errangement of Traffic Control, bivousc areas, and Class I and III supplies,

Tn %he United Kingdom, most of the Road Intelligence deta was supplied

! to the Hoed Movements Division by the British, which included maps showing

bridge sl road classification, main supvly routes, cendition of read netwerk,
Toad ohgrections, and alternate routes, In Oise.Section, hewever, ths :
situation was entirely different . It was necessary to develoyn sources
of informmtion which would keep she STO fully informed with up-to-date Read
Intelligence. To meet this requirement, recuests were made to the Sectiom
Enﬁinmﬂ' who had set up a Highway and Bridge Section and had initiated a
Mxyey of this aren. To augnent the efforts of the Bngineers, a plan vas
@volvaed whereby all RTO's were alerted to the need of the latest road and
Vbridge information and were required to keep the STO office advised of amy
Changes to the roads and bridges taking placs in their area. Road and dridge
reéconnaissance forms were prepered. for this purpose and were sent te the
ATO's whenever informstion was required regerding specific bridgs er a gertain
sftretch of roesd, The Provost Marshal was also very helpful in supplying read
information., In this manner the STO was able to keep informed of the highwey
) 8ituation. in the Oige Sectien, and had available the means of acquiring

additional and specific information whenever required, From this cummlative
1nfc>rmation. a road and Bridge classification map was developed, conies of

which were sent to the Chief ef Transportation and the Transpsrtation 8fficers
of all other Jasge Sectiens.

Another duty for the perfermance of which the Road Movements Divisien was
responsible, was the selection of bivouac sites for convoys enroute. While
Ingineers assisted in selecting several permanent bivouac sites, the STO
depended to = great extent upon the RTO's for:the selection of suitable bivouac
sites, an' in many instf'nces; even where short notice of an apnroaching convoy
was given to the 4TO, sites were quickly sclected because the RTO had made
& reconnaissance of the territory, and advamce arrangements were made by the

870 with the Quartermaster for a supnly of gasoline and oil, and rations for
the troops,
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Durizz November 1944, flocd -asers reached the higkesi 1701: nce = .

. - _ P - RICLT 1 o 372 Ar e

Several important road arteries wer: ci s2 for a time anl S.v ! o

3 sa Tk ~,n: - s e~ aad aprai Otlher TRer. s € SCC ST A8 wWeDhs
jately adviged of alternats rautes 5. Lo 23slarai. tker Ra

advised of fleed conditiors eni e altern.ts routes to bz uced during this
period. It was learaed that frcz 15 Decemoer to 15 March each ;rpgr.heavg- h
froas¢e and cubsequent thaws may, ¥ron ¢ .me 10 time, create a coadition whic
nokes even &he Yest roade unusablc o some extent, which would thus eeverely
affect the mobdlity of all units located within er traveling tl}rough Olse
Secticn. It wag reported that during some wintsere this condition doe; not
haien, while 4u others it occurs three or feur times Road Movements ' ivision
made prepsration to advise other Base Sections, units in arm- areas, and
RT0's when these conditions occurred,

The' following is a lis’ o she number of vshicles recorded and c¢leared

through the Road Movsmenis Livision ¢f Olse Sectien during the period 15
September timrough 30 Norember 1.044:

13898 to First Army

3478 to Third Army

2645 to Seventh Army
10637 to Ninth Army
9474 to Olse Secticn X
40092 Total Vehicles

376 Tetal Cenveys

Arrengements for 417,845 gallons of gasdline were made with the .-
Quaztermaster for refueling convoys :nmoute: 86 convoys bivouaced in Oise

Sectien at'?a. Sites were seieccted by the Engineers for large conveys and
%y the RT0'Ss for gmailer COnvoys,

The.following is a 1is’ or large or Divisienzl Road Movementss

95th Infentry Division
9%h Armored Divis?ion
102nd Infantry Division
10th Armored Division
44th T"nfantry Division
26th Infontry Division
102th Infontry Division

81th Infantry Division
g9th Infantry Division

9+h Armored Division
82nd airborne Division
101lst Airborne Divisilon
738th Infartry Division
12th Armored Division

Operation ard Control

Operation and control of motor transportation in Oise Section wes
the responsibility of the Motor Transport Division »f the Section
Transportaticn Office. ILeoues“s for motor transportation were submitted
to the Motor Transport Division which "seruencd! them for priority moves
and arranged for the necessary vohicles., Zecords were maintained to
show the us~@e of each vehicls and to indicate the adequacy of the equip—
ment available to the division, seports were made regularly to G—4 on

transportation sup.lies in Olse Section. A Btandard Operating Procedure
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was issued for the handling of mot» %ransrort within the Oise Section organ—
ization. The duties of erch eflomezat ~mve soecified in this SOP,

TR i

Motor tramnsporieticn row mivamense of personnel and sunslies in Olse
Section Was suppliet ty the 4%78:k Y. 3ettalzon, Mobile (7C) and nine Quarter—
mastér Truck Companies, The 14/th O} Truck Company (TC), the 388th QM Truck
Compeny (20), end the 4032nd QM Truck Company (TC) were located in the vieinity
of Reims and ceme under the control of the Motor Transport Office, for staff
control and operations. The remaining six QM Truck Companies performed their
iutics wt Depot 0-809, as directed by the 476th QM Battalion, Mobile (TC).

Tic operating truck corpanies in HReims were in use for general and priority
hauling within Oise Section and to destinations in Advance Section territery
ord. in other Base Sections. In order to supplement ths number of U.Se Army
venicles avallable for hauling in Reims, civilian transportation was engaged,
Tre 55th and the 64th Qif Base Dapots, handling Class I to IV Supplies, were
glven a $adel 1ift of 207 tons as of 30 November 1944, Immediately aftew
commencing operations, it was noted thot all of the units were below standard

in %echnical. proficiency. TFour of them were considered ag rating Unsatisfactory
to ¥arely Fetisfactory. 4s of 30 November 1944, diligent efforts on the part

of the 3eotfon Transpartation Office had brousht the three units onerating in
the vioini®y of Relmg almost up to stondard, As an inltaation of the correetive
neasures Bnderteken te incrense the efficiency of the Compaples, the follewing
is quete® frem a2 Carrier Slip from the Section Transpertatien Office to G—dg

"ie Enformation has been received at this Office that the personnel in
Units mentioned above are not satisfactory. G-1, this Headquarters, has %een
contacted ag to policy, and permission has been received to screan this peroenme]
and assistance in securing competent personnel has been pronised,

3. Ordnance Section, this Headquartews, has been contacted regarding the
maintenance situation and every assistance is being received at this time 4ia
correcting the situction in Units listed above.

"3. Office of the Chief ef Tramsportation has been informed as te the
situation within thesse Units and has been requested to assign, to Oise Sectien,
one (1) additional GM '"C Truck Company for the purpese of carrying out the werk

which these Units should do and are mot eapable of in their present conditien,

"4, Two Units within Oise Sectlem are being equipped with heavy equiprment,
Permission has ®een obtained by the Office of the Chief of Transportatien to
retain the vehicles which weuld normally be turned #n by these two Units leng
enough te give each standard Unit, within this Section, their full equipment
28 1s now represented by Forms 221, It is felt that this actien will bring
these operational bankrupt Units up to a slightly better standard.

"5, The Commanding Officer, 476th QM Bn (Mobile) (TC) was questioned as

to action the 476th QM Bn (Mobile) (TC) is taking to correct deficiencies. Reply .
is as follows:

¥ YReceipt aciknowledged hereon of Inspection leports pertaining to

3419th, 3991a%, 425lst and 4255th QM Truck Compsnies (TOC), i
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"iReferemce par, 2, basic commnice e aucse '2ccount
acticn taken', note has been wdc ¢ rli irvegrlarities anc Lescrepanciles
listed on the inspection reéporss, and positive corrective acticn under close
supervision 1s being cerried ont. The depleroble cordition in which the
above companies arrived for astignment to this Headguarters nrecludes an
imnediate rise to o zemersl $asine o & lesss Excelilext, wr -1 is the zonl
we are strivimg for, The defiziencius risted are not the only ones existing
tut are mersly the most outstanding and do not give “he cormlete problem re—
guiring attention, Therefors'j in view of the gigontic tosk nhenad it is deemed
impracticable at this time totry and account by item the corrective action
teinz taken, except that it is vigorous, forceful and continnal .

corrective

"It is realized that vour Headquarters is vitally interested in the T
operaciay eifiziency of 211 T.C. urits, and eny constructive recommendations
oT assissance vour Headquerters sees fit to give wiil be welcomat by this
Eeadqzwm‘.;ers‘. - Persens) investigation and observation of the problem by the
Section Transpertation Officer and key staff members 13 recommended, and
would furnish you o more comprenensive picture of this situation, that was

78¥y skatohilly described in our situatien report to Chief of Transportation,
dated 15 Hov 1%¢, thru your Headquarters,

YOO e thended to keep our Headquarters posted on the nrogress bteing
made;, and sffor eompletion of ¢ survey now being made, to make certaln re—
comzendatisns e 78 for consideration. In this connection the Office
?&:i&f Transpersation has promised us & hundred percent co—operatien ia

ng

Becessary changes required to increase the operational
efficiency of the units concerned, :

"6, The Comiendi oo : e T
relieved, ; ng Officer, 4255th QM Truck Company (TC),

(Mobivg) (T’g"e’ consultation with the Commanding Officer, 476th QM Bn
Lt I:ESLI}} o ard upon his recommendation, a former Moter efficm-.l 1st
3 « YOST, yag left in the Company apg Commanding Officer.’

Inland Vaterways

0 When the Jersomnel for the Inlang Waterways Division arrived in Reims,
there was no comparable Civislon in Advance Section to which it could bde

attached for liaison and for inf 3 in the
ormat rd stem in
®ise Section area, atlion regarding the canal sy

- 2 Consequently, this information had to be obtained from
ngineers, Fronch cutherities, and threugh rsconnaissance trips along the
w&terwa:)'B. g

The French canel ne

twork dates back to the Napeleonic era when the
system was planned and o

ne onstruction was effected. Due to unfortunate
political conditions, few improvements had been made on the canals. To

add to an antiquated system, at the time this division was established,
there were ne canal systens in condition to be operated heceuse of pr=v-
lous military operations, Through survey of the cansls and consultations
with French authorities, Information was obtained which assisted the
French meterially in clearing and repalring the canal network,

ey g—
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Operations

By the end of November, two complete canal systems vere operating
in Oise Section; the Oise Canal from the Seine River to connsctions with
Belgisn cancls and the Calais Canali alsc the Aisne Canal from its junction
with the Oise to the Meuse and as far as Liege, Belgium, Vork was in pregress
towarde clearing the Marne canal, Somme River and Sambre canal,

The moverent schedule, provided for 12,000 tons of coanl per day from the
Douel aren viaz Oise and Seine Rivers to Paris. Oise section coal requirements
were to move from the Givet area over the Meuse River, Ardennes and Aisne
canals to Reims at the rate of about 500 tons per day. Besides an indefinite “'
tonnage for Oise Section depo*s in the Reims area, 1000 tons per day were
planned for nmovement from Rouen to Liege, Belgium, Secause of the fact that |
civilian use of the canal system reduced the demand on eother methods of
transportation, the French were sncouraged to empleoy barge shipments, 8§

h
that no ®erges would at any time be idle, but used continuously for transperts |
ation of either military or civilian cargo.

Under Troop Assignment No. 31, Par 2, Hq. Oise Section, dated '
8 December 1944, Detachment "3" of the 1lth Traffic “cgulation Group
was attached %o the 14th Traffic Regulation Group. The detachment consisted
of 6.o0fficers and 33 enlisted men,-assigned to Oise Section, in order to
provide additienal HTO persennel. Subsequently, 4 efficers and 19 enlisted

men of Detachment "3" were attached to Advance Section, to augment their
'RTO personncl,’ ; -

In accordance with Change No. 1, dated 8 December 1944 and Chango No. 2,
dated 10 December 1944, to Administrative Order No, 2, dated 2 Decsuber 1944,
the Oise Section area was increased by the absorption of part of {&dvancg _
Section territory ond a portion of that originally assigned to Seime Section.
The approximate boundaries of Oise Section, as of 10 December 19%4, are
shown in Chart 2, Chapter I. In order to be in position to furnish personnel
for the additional area thus assigned to Oise Section, movement -orders were
issued transferring two additional detachments to Oise Section: Detacl}ment
WAM | 6th Group Regulating Station, ‘consisting of 3 off%cers and 15 enlisted
men, then assigned to UK Base Section, and Detachment AR 8th T;'affic
Regulating Group, consisting of 5 officers end 50 enlisted men, thea

assizned to Brittany Bage Section. 3oth of these detachments were attached
to the 1l4th Traffic Regulating Group.

New BETO's Bstablished

On 20 December 1944 an RTO was established at Crepy~Couvron, with
Capt., RUSSZIL 3. EDWaxDS in command. The jnstallation was located at an
air Strip (4~70) and was composed of one officer and six enlisted men,
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An RTO installation was opened at .Revigny_.‘ 23 December 1944, consisting
of one officer and five enlisted men. Capt. QNEST M. CHERISTI, TC, wes
placed in corucnd, ;

The following 2T0 installations were opened 29 December 1944:

(1) Cherleville, — Capt, GEOZGS ¥. BETZ, TC, in command. Personnel con—
sisted of one officer and seven enlisted men.,

(2) Hirson, ~ lst Lt. WaLTER B. CaRLSON, TC, in command. Personnel
conslisted of one officer and six enlisted men.,

(3) St Dizier, — 1st Lt, WILLI:M B. ADAMS, Jr., Inf., in comnand.
Personnel consisted of one officer and six enlisted men, .

The RI0 at Air Strip A-83 was closed on 18 Decembaer and the RTO at
Sezanne was closed on 22 Pacember 1944, '

Conceatien ot Railreod Yarde

The Beginning of the month ef December brought on a severe probdlem in
rail transportation in the form of an increasing number of londed eors
accumlating at varieus rails centers in the Oise Section area, '‘congesting
rail yards and preventing a smooth flow of supplies forward to proper
destination. The following TWX dated 30 November 1944 was received from

the Commanding Genmeral, Com Z, regarcing the existence of thie serious
sltuation: ‘ ‘

JEART ONB, PRESLNT REFOATS INDICATE PHAT AT 6 aM THIS MO.NING THLi WERS
10996 RATL CARS UNDE: LOAD IAST OF THE SLINE WITH HEAVY MOVEMENT ENROUTE
Zo0M NOALNDY IN ADDITION. ZakT TWQ, THEAE HaS BHuN 4 STEADILY INCREAS~
ING AMUUST OF LO.DED CskS ON HalD FOR THE r4ST SEVERAL DaYS.

£anl THER. OF THE LINES BaST FROM PAxIS THEAL niE 4351 CakS IN SIDINGS OR
MOVING. OF THE FOREGOING, 508 asE 4T VERDUN, 165 AT CHaLONS, 301 AT
HEVIGNY, 265 AT SOMMESOUS, 253 T AUDUM, 255 AT LaNDEAS, 465 AT BARISEY,
147 AT PAGNY, AND 110 AT TOUL, . - .

PaRT FOUR. SOISSONS EaS APPROXIMATELY 995 ON HAND 4S OF 1800 HOURS YESTER-.
Dot WITH 10 TRAINS IN BATIGNOLLE AND MaT.LOT YaKDS PsxIS, pad® FIVE. IN
THE NORTH EAST ARE, THEKD ARG APSHOXIMATELY 4813 CARS AT SIDINGS AVAITING
UNLO=DING Os MOVING ZATWELN T=RGNIER AND DESTINATIONS. PaiT SIX. IT IS
IMPERATIVE THAT IMMEDIATE AND DRASTIC ACTION 38 TAKSN TO REDUCE MOUNTING
NUMB2ES OF LULDED Can§ ON HAND IN VIEW OF THE OPENING OF aNTWIRP, FROM

WalCH FORT ADDED QUANTITIES OF SUPCLIES Call 3% MOVED PROVIDED COMMITMANTS
AR M3T, REQUEST YOU PLEASE TaKd IMiADIATE aCTION AWD NOTIFY THIS HEAD-
QUanTERS WHAT IMPROVLMENT CAN =32 EXCECTED, "

at a staff conference on 9 December 1944, General THRASHER again stressed
the seriousness of the mounting number of cars swelting unloading, with part-
leul r emphosie to those in the Reims srea, and placed further responsibility
upen each Service Chief to see that cars consigned te his Serviee were premptly
unloaded, Delay in handling the dischargze of cars at Reims wes attridbuted in
part to the clogging of available trackage with cars of captured Germen
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equipment. ZEach Service was consequently requested to check the Reims area
and issue consignment orders for captured material belonging to their Service.
Following is a copy of a memorandum sent by AC of S, G—4, Oise Section, on

9 December 3

5 S Oise Section

SUBJECT: Uploadines Rail Wagons

1, At the conference this morning, 9 Dec 44, the Commanding
General pointed out the seriousness of any delay in unloading rail
wagons arrived at destination and returning the empty wagons promptly
to future use. It must be the responsibility of each Service Chilef
to carefully watch the status of cars consigned to his Service and
see to 1t that these wagons are promptly unloaded. There will be
many difficulties in this operation but it must be thoroughly under~
stood that the wagons must be unloaded without undue delay and when
the circumstances are such that the Service Chief cannot cope with
his situction, the matter must be promptly reported to G—4 so that

other Services and other means may be utilized to quickly clear the
gltuation,

2, The situation is most acute ot the moment in the F&IMS
area and it has been learned today that one cause of delay in hand-
ling wagons in the REIMS area is that of the availabdle tracking
being clogzed with wagons loaded with captured German material which
has not been given a destinatation and is moved from one siding to
another, % aking up valuable time of the railroad people and prevent=
ing the quick shunting of consigned cars to the proper unloading dockss

3o It is desired that each Service make, without delay, a
careful check of the REIMS area and that any wagons found containing
coptured material of their Service be consigned for off-loading.

4 It is desired, further, that each Service rewort to Geidt
not leter than 1800 hours 10 December, the number of such loaded
wagons belonging to their Service that are logsted in the REIMS
area and the destination for off-loading for each of these wagons.

On 10 December 1944 the situation at Depot 0-609 and railheads at
Soissons, and intended corrective action, were reported to the Commanding
General, Com Z, by TWX as follows:

"SUBJECT IS LO~DED WAGONS A: DEPOT 0-609 AEFERENCE YOUR TWX E-72584, THB
WAGON SITUATION oT DEPOT 0-609 AS OF 1800 HOUXS 9 DEC 1944 IS 754 WAGONS

ON HuWD, THE WAGONS ON HAND BHOKEN DOWN INTO FOLLOWING C-TEGORIES: CARS

IN PLACE ¥Ok OFFLOADING 167, HXPHCTED COMPLETION BY 2400 HOUxS 10 DEC 19445
CaRS HELEASED TO KTO FOx PLACEMENT FOi OFFLOADING 30, EXPECTED T0 3E IN OFF-
LOADING POSITION BY 1200 :OUxS 10 DEC 1944; CARS CARRIED AS STOCK ON JHEZLS
162, TO Bi MOVED AS DEMANDED BY ..5MIES: CARS RESERVuD FOx PENDING ISSUZS
211, CARS OF THIS FIGUAD 3BING RLEASzD T0 :IKST AKMY ONCUR:ENT DEMANDS 10 BB
MOVER IMMEDIATELY: CAKS ON HAWD NOT SCHESNED FOR UNLOADING OR RECONSIGIMENT
184, ARE CUHAENTLY BuING PHOCESSED. THE 167 CasS IN POSITION FOR OFFLOADING

R o I — e — o ——
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1
ARE LOCATED aS FOLLOWS: SOISSONS 16, MARGIVAL 110, AND PINON 41, THEZ WaGONS E
AWATING SCKILNING LOC.TZD AS FOLLOWS:; SOISEONS g1, CROUY 41, «ND ST CHAIST< ° |
OPEER 62, TOTAL 184, THE TOTAL CARS IN RAILEZADS: SOISSONS 338, BrnOKEN DOWH i
INTO 81 UNPROCESSED, 16 BEING UNLOADED, 30 RELEASED IOT YET PL~CED FOR UNLOAD-
ING 4T OTHER RAILEEADS 4ND 211 PEINDING FORW.RDING TO FIRST »RMY: MARGIVAL 110
ALL HEADY FOL UNLODING: PINON 90, 49 STOCK ON WHELLS, 41 READY FOR UNLOAD-
ING: ~BLENY 42 ALLSFOCK ON WEHLLS8:; CROUY 77, 36 STOCK ON WVHILLS AND 41 UN-
PZOCESSED: ST CHRISTOPHER 62 ALL UNPROCESSED. DIPOT 0-809 4UTHORIZED VOOQ,
COM: 2 Pid OHIBF OF TRANSEOZTATION TO C.ARxY 700 RaXL W AGONS ¥OR RECONBIGNMENT

1

»ND STUCK ON WHILLS FOn rERIUD OF 72 HOUKS CULRBRT FIGUAE 373 wmo;:*séﬂ qm% T F
TroINS 28 STABLED IN id & OF Qm509 WHICH AHE URDER CONT«OL OF OISL *® &

AWAITING MOVAMINT INTO R.ILXHADS OF DEPOT 0-609. CURINT WaGONS TO 33 UNLOADED
Okt UNFnOCHSSED WILL BE CLE.RED IN 48 HOUxS. (SIGNED PHRASHRE.) o _?

G ¢ Poidi Yard

Congestion in the Reims Railway Yards was caused Dy an incomlng,: tonnage
in excess of the working capecity of the Hcims yards. Ths fo:.Llowz:nﬁ, 5
quoted from & Carrier Slip sent to Qi through G-4 by the Section ,Lranspor-"ta-*
tion Officer, on 16 Deccmber 1944, setting forth the reasons for the conges—
tion and necessary corrective action:

"L. The pressnt congestion of the Reims hailwey Yards, plus ten (10? trains
being held ouvside the Reims area, is due to the total incoming tonnage ‘
€xceeding the working cepreity of the Reims yards. ﬁ

"2, The reilvey layout of Reims is not suitable for a Genmeral DO}?St and in !
the opinion of the Chef de Gare and otner SNCF officials, the total working :

Zg(p)acity of Zeims, including the gidings end the marshalling yards, is
cars, _

"3, 4s is being demonstrated during the last two days, the working capa— "
city Of: the PV vards hag becn appro;imately 200 cars, Congidering winad i
the majority of these gars have contained class II supplies, it indicates
approximately 2000 tong of supplies a day,

"4, 3y use of the Pigeon yards for dsvlight operztions and nrovided that
the Moto: Transport Service, OCGT, Com Z JSJ’POUS"'"- cin provide three (3) 3
additionsl Truck Companies, it should 'be'possi'ble to work an additional F
100 to 150 cars a day, indicating on additional 1000 to 1500 tons a day.

"5: 1’11‘317110"&3}81? Sorvices using Roims end with other QM classes of supplies
being handled to an apyroximate sotal of 500 tons a dey, this shows a |
totcl tonnage ir and out of ap roximately 000 tons a decy, which must Dbe )
considervd the naximmp cepacicy of Reinmg Reilwoy yards, ‘
"6, In view of the cizas 1= 1a end avi tomrages as indicated byr the
OCQM of 7200 tors & Aoy Zor Dacember. 71CD tons a day in Jonunry.

and 6700 tors - doy In Tibroary, it ie requested that the capecisy

of the deims yords bs Yrought to the ettention of the Chief >f marter-
master for Lecessary norrective actior,
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g, Conclusirn: It is the opinion of the STO and will be so reported to
the COT that ihe maximum in ~nd out total tonnoge for Reims Rellway yards
is 4000 tons o« divy, with a pessible additional 1000 tons a day to be
delivered by inland waterways, again proviied the TC can supply motor
transpertation from the canal quayside to storage."

QQ:IQQL' ix;\ sghion Undertoken
(1)

The “TO at Soissons, who was already elerted to the situation,
immediately tool: steps tn accomplish clearance of yards and

railheads within the time shecified and successfully accemplished
their mission, ‘

(2) 4t the same time, 160 empty cars were scnt from Reime yard to
Soissons to facilitete loading and moving of priority tonnage.

(3) On 13 Decewber 194+ the following comgratulatory teleprint wes
sent to thie Commanding CGeneral, Oise Section, in view of the
clearance of congestion in the Solssons areal

H"PIGULES OBT.INED SECOND KILITAKY RAILWAY SBRVICE INOICATE THAT
OF A TOTAL OF 561 LOADED WaGONS KEPOLTED As OF 1800 HOURS 11
DECLMBER AT SQISSONS ONLY 91 ARE KEPOLTED FuR OVEX 48 HOURS
557 RECORTED ON HaND ~T SOISSONS OVE: 24 HOUAS (SIGNED LEE)
THIS INDICLTES A VERY SATISF..CTOAY INCREASE IK THE RaTE OF CAR
UNLOADINGS AND EKECONSIGNMENTS. MILIT..Y RAILWAY SERVICE IS
SuTISTIED THAT THERE IS NO CONGESTION IN THE SOISSQNS ariise
THIS FBADQUUTERS CONGHATULATES YOU ON PROGRESS M.Dd.M

Reing

(1) The Bethany Marshalling Yords in Reims still carried the
offects of bombing as there were no water points or electric
lights in overation at the yards. Considerable delay was
censequently being experienced and the switching of traffic was
delayed. Although it was anticipated that the French euthorities
woeuld themselves mrke the necessary repairs in due time, in order
to assist clearance of the Reims congestion, Engineevs were re—
quested to pive due consideration to the furnishing of the nec-
essary sunplies for the restoration of the 3ethany Marshalling
Yords, and agreed to render all assistanc: possible.,

(2) In order to increase unloading facilities for the 55th QM Depot,
the Section Transportation Office recommended that the yerds ot
Grre @1 Tir aux Pigeons bu opened. Approval was granted on
11 Deaember 1944, and 1t was dsterminod thas 3 tracks could be
utilized providing space for nbout 80 additicnni card. The new
facilities wore only to bo used when yrevious cxisting facilitles
were overtaxed.
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(3) o carry out further plans and to assist in relisvinz consegtion in
the neins yards, the llxecutive Officer of Scct:’-__r;n Transpartation
Office nme’ with the BTO0and Jhef de Gare b kLo Fi.ceon Yards, Agree=—
ment w.s reachsd and Hrraopn.l wes naie availadle to crgenize a
night crew in the Beta: .ny Fiseon Yords, One’ French yardnaster snd
one UsSe Army officer with tlree enlisted men were assigzned to
commence woerk at 1800 louzs .0 lezember 1941,

(4) & Oeeting was held at th: Section Tronsportetion Office 18
Decembsr 1944, with the “cllowing attending: Section Transporta—
tion Officer, Exccative Officer, Frenth Liafeon, Chef de Gare—
Zeims, Chef .i'E::plo:".t:'.'?"it-n. Ch~Xons Digtricsi. i:.‘-'“c :.J‘H_‘.D’“Jse of
the meeting was 4o develop a p-ocedure for .mmedicte dAispajych
of empty cars from the R ums area, in order to avold congestion
in the marshallin: yards. in additien, Principle ﬂE“'*ine*JI‘.

SNCT Aoims, wes consulted as to the pessidility of constructe
ing & cross—over in the Bothuny yards in order to establish g
08w entrance to the Pigeon Yards which would not interfere with
Switching over tlie "Hump" serving the Bethany Ynrds, Chief
Sngineer, Chof 4c Gare, and Execusive Officer surveyed the spot
aad agreed this construction would expedite switching and in.
€rease the lozding and unloading copacity of the Reims yards,

(5) With the opening of the Chatuam~Thierry-Zpernay Lines for military
traffic, the throuszl- sonrage for the Third arny, W}’_liCh formerly
routed viz Zeims, wes subrequently ronted throush Ipernay, The
opening of the new roate was another aid for the relicf of cone
gestion in the Reims caca

Y

e ]

While terminag facilitles at Heinms were not intended for clascificaw
tlon purposes, inmunereble treins arrived with mixed contents, neecssite
atlng classification of earloads before disprtching them to destin:.tion,
The need for classification aggravated the congestion in thu Reims yards,
In order %o allevi.{e the situation, and in view of the addlitional terri-
tory of Olse Section and sn dver incressire tonnage passing throush
Cise Secticn, the Suctuon Transporteticn Of-ice decided to csbrblich a
~rovisional Regulaticn ftation et Cholons, France, «ccordingly, ar-ii-
caticn for activatiin «f a Provisilonai Reguiation Sta*ion wns suhaitied,
enc. in the meantime. o ganization of “he insta-latien was bugun. The
‘_r pvi.giomw.l Legulaticn steticn wes pliced under the command of M2 jor
esOLD 5, COLEN,, D0 ot £1 o unit. strengtl of 7 officers end 23 enlisced
Hene . The 310 then ragasstod that a1, treffic destined for neims,
originating in l‘Iw:ne-r\.:‘w'2 Bristony, Channel Base Sections, and feine

-

Sectlon De routsd “hrovea the Provieinpal Reguletion Station 2% Chal ns
alr Supply Saipnepie, ' '

Largs quaniisice of aie eupply soipmencs vers sent regilarly ‘rom the
United Kingdom +o eoniinerta airp fields, but numerous shipmentvs failed to

arvive at the designated airfields, The Seetion Transportatirn Office
required its RI0'g at Combrai, Compisgne, Bpernny, St,Quentin, Somesous,
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Heims, and Tergnier to make weelk
caergo fields within the bound:
whether any air shiuments werc depositied
AT0's were required to report theqfollowin

*Tles of the RT0.area, in order to detbrmine
there for any reasons, Respective
& infornation each week on such

arrivalss
a, air Strip
b. Date of .arrivel
Cs Description of Supnlies
o ?ype and serial number of Plane involved
€. Any actlon teken by Air Force Station to move property
-to prover destination,
2 s A = ~t9n

In the Freight 3Branch, requests were received in increasing numbers from.
the Office Chief of Transvortation and from advance Section for information:
regarding the passing of freisht trains and miscellaneous cars. In order
to meet the demands for this Information, car and train checking points were
set up at suitable locations in Oise dection, selected as follows: . Pergnier,
Reims, Laon, Sommesous, and Chatezm-—Thierry, For the purpose of recording
all rail ecctivity at these points, speeiel STO Form No, 19 was devised by
the Rail Movements Division, On 7 Decemner 1944, this form was revised to
meet the growing demand for information from outside tracing agencles,

4 Stendard Operating Procedure was Ceveloped for guidance in'gathering
the necessary information to be "adviged forward”'\yhen cars were set out in
Oise Section because of bad order, Agreement was reached with the Advance
Section Freight 3ranch that all information relating to bad order cars would

be called forward to them when the ¢ r was pulled, after having been repaired
or transhipped, , ;

Many ‘cars arrived at denmots and RTO installations without previous advice
from ports, depots, or other military installations outside Oise Section. In
an effort to correect this situation, ST0 Form No. 23 was specially developeds
The report on this fornm covered a 24~hour period and was completed by the

&I0 gongerned, One copy was sent througzh the STO to the Freight Branch, 0COT,
for corrective action, o '

The Freight Branch developed a form to be filled out upon receipt of 'a
telejphone nessage. It was so-devised that a conmplete log on various subjects
could be mointained Separately in file for ready reference, The forms gave

ready access to the avallable information without reference to a cumbersome
log Book,

The improper loading of Zngineer supylies during the first week in
December resulted in the wreck of a west—bound Hospital Train No, 58 destined
for Paris., The wreck occurred at Varennes-Jaulgonne at 2250 hours 7 December
1944, and was caused by landing mats falling onto the wegtebound righteof=
way fromcars on an. east—bound: freight train., Patients in the hospital train
were reloaded to Rellef-ilnspital Triin NWo, 27, dispatched from Paris at
0350 hours, 8 December 1944, Wo American personnel were killed ar injured,

ly visits to air strips, other than authorized

B R RN s~ &
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but one French mechanic wes killed and one French flirenan was injured. On

9 December 1944, the Main line was rcopened. As a preventive nmeasure agalnst
future wrecks caused by improper loading of railroad care, a Cirectlve was
153}19‘6._ by the Cpmmamnding General, Oise Section, to all units_.und_ur his Y
command, to insure proper lopding and inspection of all rnilroad cars, XReports
cn the wreck by the commander of the National Cendarmerie at Chateau~Thlerry
and by the Section Transportation-officer who visited the scene of the

Bccident, 28 woll as o log from G-4, are given in Appendix Nos. 2, 3 and 4
thisg Qha,pt,er. A

During December, difficulties were encountered in relieving train
ards at the roilwey division prints and returning then to their station,
By the middle of December, the Oise¢ Secticn Provost Marshal had over 300
“rain guards on duty from Olse Secticn, elther .om moving trains or noting
8 Static guards on trains tied up in yards or sidings., Consequently, the
8\11)‘_01'3' of train guards was entirely d.eple‘ted. Zother than delaY-_ trains
Un%il fuards were availsble.' the guards from the originating Bese Sections ;
eontinued %o operate on the trains to advence Soction terminal points. As

£

gre'sult Of this actisn, the supply of train guards from the Shannel Hash
Oggiinn also dropped 4o almost entire depleticn, The Section Transportation

b ©¢ advised the Chiéf of Transportation that sclid trains o%‘ Air Corps

OmbS wers arriving in Olse Section with trein guerds, Since gunrds were
mt,reqﬁiréd for .ir Corps bombg,it was sugsested that this wste of personnel
D8 Dointed out 4o Channel 3ase Section. Aill KTO's in Oise Sectlon were

2lerted o the depletion of train guards and did everything possible %o insure

:ﬁe return of suards promptly, even to the extent of gecuring space for
% in s treamline auto-cars,

, 2 largely ircreased Com Z progran of forwarding Buppligﬂ tii that
1y, & ;da_un imediate need for additional rolling stock developed.. donsuqugnc;-
o ;h;’i quarters, Corx 2, ETUUSA._ requested that _ea.ch Sectirn Commander conbu
iy camcal 1r.wentory within their respective Sectlons to detirmine ;he ’2\:;1 er
‘was recerfc’f‘-’m aperation in direct support of the supply 131‘0?1'5‘-‘“}'1 Oig‘;

Seobion é':z“- by the Oige Section Transportation Office ?hrouﬁhdt e 15 Do
t0 congd » Zach RT0 in Oige Section was accordingly directed on ; ’

"Met o physicnl inventory in compliance with this request from

hig :
k”hef,‘ Authority, Each ATO yas required to show snecifically:

. %+ Initda}, nunber, type and location of all cars not presently
i1 gein‘%; operated, :

vondition of cars, either operative-or repairadle.

Y Descriptien ag to extent of repairs and material fequired,

s Track repairs or gonstruction necessary to connect isolated cars
to Maln line, : : ,
Lomap showing logation of available cars and areas in which repair
of tracks will be néeded to connect with main lines. d

3

4 consolidated report on the above was submitted to Headquarters, Com Zs
ATOUSA, on 26 December 1944,

Rall freight tonnage originating ond 'p.zuS'sih;: through Oise Section
during December averaged aporoximately 21,000 tons, moving directly to

the armigs in the Liege, Luxembourg, nnd Noncy Areas.
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SOP — Rail Mov.ments Division, Passenser 3ranch

The nis: irr. >f the Passenc:r Branch was to control and coordinste all
movements o1 wersennel by rali originating, terminatina| ~r puassinz through
Oise Section. Al personnel mcves of more than forty were assi:ncd a
Main Number, but if morc than onc umlt was on one train zning to the same
destination, the entire movem:nt wes given one number which apvlied to
all units on the train until it reached its destination. In case two
vnite started their movement together, but at some intermediate point, they
were separated and sent to two different destination, they retained the
gane Main Number until they reached the internmediate point at which they
parted for the movement to their respective destinations. A new and separate

Mzir Number was thon assigned for the novement of each unit from the
intermediate point,

'1-I.-r_‘;in_'Num‘oers ran consecutively, and were assigned by the Passenger
Branch, Iﬁov;.ments Division, OfTice &7 the Chief of Transportation. The letter
which wad 2dded to the Mnin Nurber as a suffix denoted the Base Section or
Section.in wkich the novement originsted., These letters werc as follows:

A-—pndvonce Section L-—-—Loire Section
B~Brittany Base Section ~ N—-Normandy Base Section
C~—Channel 3ase Section Ow—=0ise Section .

S~-Seine Section

In order to facilitate the handling of the movement of Main Numbers into,
or through Oise Section, STO Form No. 27 wns devised, (See Appendix No. 5).

As of the end of December 1944 the procedure for using this form was
as followss®

Immediately upon receipt of information, either by telephons or tele—
print, on a Main Number, the form was filled out as complete-ljr a8 possible,
If the authority was a “cleprint, the reference number and Heedquarters were
entered undor [EFERENCLZ and the teleprint was attached to the back of the
Zoxrm, I thie suthority wes = telephone call, the information: was entered
vacer HalDLING GIVEN erowin: time, date, name of caller, cnller's unit, and
127 tials of tho person receiving the call, When the route of the Main
Fambaer wes available, the PASSING STATIONS were entered in column (@),
aac. daiar, dess, Tatrine (WRL) or Rest, Latrine (RL) halts were entered in
colum.s L) enc. (M) when anplicable. Immediately, each Oise Section RTO
listed. in colunn (G) was notified and notation was m~ds in column‘heaﬂad
2T0_ JOTLLIBY. -iving name of RTO to whom information was glven, time, date,
anc ‘nitiels.of tho person calling, If, for column \C), the breakdown
o strength was not available, the total strength was entered under
SW/EW. If in sclumns (z), (FS. () @), w0y, (U}, and (P), the exact time
anc. date cordd not be gilven, the approximate tim: was entered and vhen the
ex2cf tine vos available, it was entered and the approximate *}i':le was Sro--
ssed. ovg.  wmaciately upon receipt of the exact figures for (1) and (ﬁ)i
cr (H), (J), anc (K), or (0) and {)P), this information was telcphoned to the
ET0' s corcorred in Oise i'sction and tel phoned and sonfdrmed by teleprint
to the . .ilowin: addressest
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21) Destination Base Ssction (Action)

2) Pagsenger Z“ranch, Movemeate Division, 0COT, Com Z, APO 887, (Info)
(3) Origin Base Section (Inf:) :

(4) Passinz Base Sections (I17c)

Movements originating ia Cire Seciion were entered on Form No. 27 when
the request was maede, omitiiag the Uain Number which wes filled in as soon
as 1% wag obtained from 00JT. Ii was the responsibility of the RTO to
obtain the equiphent requircd for 2 personnel movement, from either the
Military Railwdy Bervice or from the Frenoh Railways. As soon a8 the S
8xact time of departure and tie route were availseble, the RTO notified the
STO, who in turn notified all concerred, 41l subsequent telephone calls
and teleprints were enterel on the form in the appropriate plece, €iving
21l the necessury informetion, ané in the case of teleprints, thes were
attached to tae back of ta. form. Hospitel Amdulsnce Trains (BAT ) were
alse recorded on Form No. 27, and the word MalN was deleted from Column
gil‘band the Word EAT eubet-tused. Miscelleneous moves for whicii no Main

or

noNgn 0 888lgned vere also recorded on Form No. 27 with the notation
ONE® - in column (A),

By Complying with the ebove, Form No, 27 carried all the 1n10rmat10nl
available on any parsiculer Main Wumner. It was further required tha‘t "’"l
galls nade concerning each movement be entered thereon. All current ﬁln
a bers wers separated into Base Sections of origin, and remi—‘-inid OnN g \
sk until the move was complesed; when this was accomplished, &gl G ‘
7y with the applicable teleprintg wore stapled together and filed in a
general file in pumericay ordes withomt regard to letters designating
2&53 Seciions of origin, Thia file constituted the complete reCOr%iifd
aMh ¥ain Wumber for ready referonce., Before the teleprints were 1.9
8, the following information was entored in the Teleprint Index:

1o Telsyrint Mumver

S deezlovartars of ordgin
7 ) Y

o Mein 3wyl aoncarnsd

_ » —~ed etove
vere . '?_Pdul-; Qi ase @ shon jeub egus, other than tnoao aateins
WEOBAtRcedy in

<.

th. Z.newnl WelLewhone Log ziving all the details.

o %
83 Mraoewis wisin sad toconh Olse Section

- }r’é’ carly Msgsubor 1944, rosearch was continued by the Engd aee?{s

¢ fq i Je vt of Thay Control ror selving the problen of ;:Sad msvei%;_l;:hed
J(:b',::'__q“';:., <7230 und *hay perlcds. On 5 December, the Inzineer En

. -: 27 _r REGR A TR svudy 1a a letter, Subject: Freezs and Thaw O ——

Teal motiee Ther rajorted that shere are usually <rom one SO thre.: thaw

ner 1 Ly

LeRter lesting faom five 4o ten days, and that during fthese Periti--y
eA- rratie shovld te rastricted tol

-4

™o nefs f 3 tons per vehicles

3%z vihinles of 80 yarda.
ey BN ower 13 miles par houra
uer than tracked,
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On 15 Docemder = letiter was Znrw-mrded to all Section Traasportation
Officers at 2 Jcubiore and Ba:. Seziions throughout the Jomminicatioas Zone,
for the at—-anni Highwa 3reancl, explaining procedures and alternate
routes to be i 'in ursinzg thaw cericds. This letter is quoted in part aes
followss

(o SO i

\ . . . - - s - - g .0
"3, 1In order t- al.evlote the =o30l wraffic prodbiem whichk will develop during
n thaw perilod, & = fc'l.owlng recomnend:ations are mads with regerd t0 proposed
convoys initietsc in =207 other Bese 3scticns.

“3e Tais offics will se in close Lielson with the Becticr Ergirsur, who will
e in thie BCsiticn tc zive ianformasion of a threatensd sthew; this rIil usuelly
T 2 Tuared ixn advadeo,

A ,-.

iyae liasely uporn eceipt of the Alers infernmation, your o fice will be
AOTLrsl by tel.eoion. aid confirmed Ly TWI. In the evert that « clcphone

cemmirication Cails direstly with jyeuor cfilce, the inférmetipn wiil Be called
into OCOT‘ Higl‘.‘ﬂ[‘,}r Br_'_\u:z*xch t0 'ba »cla . y

.,*-n.yet‘. .

18, It is requested that, upon receipt of this alert, all coﬁvoys whith are
being arranged b routal. over the altsrnete routes, as grapaically shown on

the attached map vies routss Nowsh and South of the outer pgrimener of 'GBE
affected areas.g‘"gé?'& sod siterrave routes arci¥or convoys from Uhannel Sase

i Bectio
A. Amiene 129 Aibers, Bapaur ., “embrai, Valenciennes W=-2S ang MQ Mons .
B. Aniensg W-33€ S5.Quentin N30 o Capeils N—59 Hirsen N-39, N~5l
Chorlevilile, Mszleros N6 :alen N-38L Ionguyon.
g- Breteuil M50 Deoye, Henm, 3v.Queatin, thence as 1n route B.
L]

Besuvals K31 Couplzzne, Seisscus, left on Ne2, N-2 Laon, Vervins
W-363 Hirson thence as in rcute B

For convoys from the dirsctien North of Paris:

E. Senlis N-17 Roye, Peronne, Cembrai thence as route A.

Dormo-rtin N—: Cclssons thence as routes D and B

Ter conveys from 43 direction South of Parilst

¢o Szie M3 €35 W(oenbin, Tonnerre -65 Chatillon, Chaumont.

T.am et peaffic som Tesum: normal routos, &1l Sections will be advised
b~ ¢ ¥ ethone 21,4 acazi-minz teleprinkt.

. L meg® Syndfia a o conveys alrewy enroute when the aleriy” 1;1?ormation
1 airised Tovwerd, MP traffic posts will be established at strategically
1 5ol 4 mssons ovntside the perimetor of the "thaw area', who will
w3 vy Crom these areas.

. - & e
L GVARISL. 2%

ry <.

"For the Section Transportation Officer:

LEON KATEXQ
18t It. T.Ce
Road Mv'ts Div.'
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Ir order to provide permanen’ Divouac arnas for large convnI'e pessing
B e a "

- =] . Y ca T | . +
throush Oiso,Secti m, Zn insers wore rejuelves Cegimeto suf ’:.."_H,_. s.tss
for"bhis purpose, (On 4 Decz=mber L ."_..z_' o el ¥ing C.esizanecaC. s_tas wWarao
established as permanent bivouac arcas with Weres Foiness

Area #1 In the vicinity of Bergsres
A-ca 2 In the wicinity of Soj ssond
A-ea 23 In tanc viciuisy ~f St.Jucnoin
Area 24 In the vicinity of Cambrails

These sites were surveyed and posted by the Section Provost lMarshal and
on 17 Dessrhar 1944 the respective RT0's were notified of these arens and
RS Fel §o familiarize thempelves with the bivouac site in thedr tezzitory
10T aseisjanne o convoys utilizing this facility. On 10 l?ecem Eer 19 51;1
ﬁdi;c;i?nal bivouac erea was gelected in the vicinity of Reims at the Jjunctilon

=

%3y8 Nd4 ane. §-31 Southeast of the cliy. The site was lesignated

1nt The addi‘éionaa. territory absorbed by Oisec Section on 10 December 1944
D:ﬂudea- 4 bivotec sites operabed by Advance Section. Egnil Mphomds i and
T6ton op O1se Section Tramsportation Office accepted the four sites &

appligd the £

ollowing dedignations!

Area #6 ]fn the vicinity of Laimont
Area %% In the vicinity of Fumay
Area #8 In the vicinity of Tarzy
T Areq #9 In the vicinity of Vouziers
The Seat

Piovost, gsigne at each
of the lon Provost Marshal was requested to post the necessary en

Ereag,

Ch Transpor te=-
tion Ogatélbecember 1944, Circuler No. 20, Office of the Chief of B
W dae

8 December 1944, was received by the Sec‘bio% Tra.nspor:c'-attonig;ﬂ“-
described seven main arterial routes from- Red Horsgeh:nggthe

Pirag, Base Section, to Advance Section Regulating Areagi Sentich

w;.r 3 ird and Nintn Armies. The designated routes through sel 1

cr eacm‘cked and approved by the Road Movements Division and the plan %

(n8idered excellent and one which should greatly facilitate the movemen

i?d *egulation of units by their own organic equipment.. Overlays showing

“88¢ FU0Gos vere prepared for distribution to!

"_lfea, chﬁnlzel

Prevost Marshal, for traffic control.
2gineers, for ériority of road meintenance and construction
of road aigng_.

Orﬂnﬂnce. for vehicle maintenance.

De

~
-~

i swaffic eirculation plan was prepared and submitted to the Piovost
¥ 2320 by Road Movements Division. It included establishment of MP
Iraffic Dosts at key intersections outside the city of Reims, and a systeud
of by-~passes, The plan was approved and placed in effect by the Provost
Mrrshal' who had, in addition to regularly assigned MP Companies, approxi~

mie. 30 mctoreyclists for use mainly in traffic control and convoy
asuort,
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Timirigs « 7 corvoy Arri~{1s 4% Beidn and other aritiec~l Junsiisus werss
based on edver=. iriormatic T a7 oviglrating Fuse Bection or Ly Areas
this included che time of \'1 ¥.tas o, 10w the iP, the route, ard reSo of
marche Trom this infermatiir, h- =-ii:cal timiugs were computed and cheeclced
with exlsting information, in ordsr %o avoid congestion on heavily travelied
roads Bnd ceunflicts with other corsue. Howsver. obtaining full advantege of
the system dependsc upon the zonvoy cruenlert: :1lity to maintein the :
schedule prascri‘bor for his convor. 'Mon comvuyr .:e delayed, the Section
or Base BecHidn of or ig ln was regquesirl $o dmvesiizhie and institute the
cerrective memsures as needed, This ¢4 10t solve the problem completely,
as other eonsideérations contributed t¢ the lack of officient ceortinetion,
g0k s, long distance c nvoys, sudden ebhanses in the Sactical situatiom
wii:le comrmnication freil i’ ‘ea for promptly aevicoing of such changes were
liaitsd, venicle breakdwm nroute, and insufficlens traffic contrel 6s the

(ot s

T lshwaeys.

To aid in remec\y;nb the limitaticas pointed out above, MP Traffic Pests
were establislhed in Reims at critical polnts on the principal reutes through
the oity. At these Traffic Posts convoys were directed to their destimatione
in Beims or, if passing throush the city, they were directed to & system of

Ty-patecs. Signs wero also posted. For long convoyse, MP escorts were
supdliad,. e

Pellowing is & list of the number nf vehicles recorded &nd cleared
through the Read Movements . Division Auring December 1944:

Tot lst ARMY i4 convoys 451 vehicles
: Srd ARMY 25 convoys 1100 vehicles
Fth ARMY 8 convoys . 116 vehicles
9th ARMY 40 conveys 1809 vehicles
O4eo Section 44 convoys 3014 vehicles

drom .Gha.nne. : ection :

To- 1ot ARMI 58 coavoys 3732 vehicles
3r-d ABMY 36 convoys . 3650 vehicles
7th APMI 16 coavoys 681 vehicles
2+h ARMY 7€ convoys 5182 vehicles
Jige Saction _ b4 convoys 2659 vehicles

Tor lst ARME 5 convoys 167 wehicles
Eodo MY 8 convoys . 413 wvehicles
94L ARMY 9 convoys : 303 vehicles
Jisz Section 11 convoys 498 vehicles

pcelci ridh s;z,l ttany Ease Section,

T ' lat ARMY 6 convoys 143 —ehiclos
31-(1 ARMY 7 convoys 125 vehicles
9th LRWIY 4 convoys 116 vehicles
Oisec Bextion 14 convoye 666 vehicles

Foom a0fxe Jasc Section

o Oise Section 4 convoys 68 vehicles
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Te: 1st ARMY . R ACTT wolidlea

Rd M{I{I a) R 245 e} - 2
9k, AEMY : 1 N 248 vehis oo

=~ « .0 P e I =1
i 3230 72, 108

RECAPTTL U TN_QN 30T BLCTR3

- A0 ser Tapy D L A TR Wi o 0 R
B el et en il se o Thiti Ao

2 I TYUYY. e wahs el i Sasantly ALY
134 corveys ~7h4: vehaclar .o Ninsli ATEY

127 curvoys- Z906 wehiclsi: o Olss H33TLi0D

weonvoys . L2A0 wepinlai ho gthers . . --
B26 carvtya ‘.-:-'_-',Cr‘-:{-‘ rehtol e JOTATE

Arrangements geis nads o ta bie Fuectesmasier Lo 250 T é*‘"'"_"_'onslgié
gasoline for yefueling conwove during Decemocr 1944. bLu~inz December ’
138 conveys bivouaced in She Uise Section arcvas

~ - - r'- 3 :
The follewing ie a l.n! <= 7Toope or Diricior-d ioed Moverentsl

1.06th Inf I'i- 85ha airoorne Div
459%h Aurhibious Truclz Go (st Lirborne Div
364th Eng'neer Reg’ - 5455, Port Det .
393rd Inginecr Ragt we 7). Redlway Operas if‘—'.‘? Sn
951 Armored Gp = 751 Paragroop Combs™ Team
27051 Enginee Rsgt +0o5h T Gp
s fum I e Rear 3.05). Lrmored Cp
3 o ey 1Ol | 3e8ch Tighter Cp .
| SrAE IS : 772 Feilway Operatins --&
Al Bisvorre InTantry Div ity bR (e o
Los et Ung, @S Rapy, 77 irmy Corps
7or . Bogiqeer Light Pontoon Ree -ith Jafantry Div .
i e ST O  uAta bomy - Hgq & Ha ©2
¥t Tafantry Div 1285k Infantry Div
L D0»C Lrzinesr Tomhet Gp 178%¢Lh General Hospitaul

i

Liin e Gp Hg Det 1723::d Engineer G5 Reg’

¥olor Izapy; s

* ip urdar 0 malutaln 24-hour operations, Motor Transport Division =« -

camc © =7 i atel £o0 popzonne) and equipment during Dscember. Thin 2ondi~
Vovas S i) 2 H R N T : -

tlew 2oz too ander Ovganization Orders ¢f 28 end 29 November 1044

feccoce . Cen 7, VRURA reducing trucking comy r.y persoanel aad ejvilment.

for e at Joout U £I9. vhere there wes o deii commitmert of 6,000 touse
a0 0 71e w0 sk Chisf of Transportation wos advised of’ thia reyuirement |
G2 L L _goubu '84% Furchermore, in visw of the necessity for opening

A
Covgogr -8l el ilopal trucking unite had & D: requestac, pariicula iy
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3.6 2igoor 127Ce in Reius, in order *o r.ocomolate the additional. tonntee
Sheh vas to o handled hy Olge Secbtrs the oaxmistiag motn: 4o angportation
Zacilities cf "L Sesiisn Thargn - -

= nc it OFfice - oene iradicuats,  Slilough
approximate.y ;500 icna: couin, Ie) aelly: suddsicadl Trackurive
were required - !

e -‘31:":'-"!:“"?‘):.-.'..' 2259 | e
ing ere copies cf ts3..- sy

Jre red smyde to aboragl.  dellicw-

WL DeCIAT 36 LI zangeh o thid'subjacti
14 Dec 1344 I 1Toai Clse Boro . v, fescion Traacrmootaiioa Office
. m 7 B
.L.O

¢ Chloy ~® ™

- 3npp 01 Al ot s OF < BATSLE
TADDTOIONAL T QLA 2 0 57 HANDIED BY OISE SRECTION NACISSITATIS OPENING PIGEON
Y AD5 IN ?EII_-.? 10 HA LD AVPROXIMATERY 5800 TONS DAILY, OFSRATIONS CANNOT
COMuZNCE UNWIL THRER DDITION.JI SOMPARTRS PUUE ONE DATTALION HEADQUARTERS ARE
TILAILD MO MRED UTISE REOGTC

L UTrMETS,  WDYISE AVAILIBILITY !

-7 Dez 1944 From: Chies o, - Tezasportasion, (14, FIUUSA

e Tt Odsu Baze Ss:5ion, Transparicilon Officer:
"BEFERENCE YCUR TV DATHD FIlrsimk DECIMEER THIS HWOQUARTERS FULLY REALIZES

YOUR NEZD FOR ADDITIONAL MOLOR TRANSPORTATION, BUT DUE TO THR VERY ACUTE
SHORTAGE OF QM THUCK COMPANIES AD 3.TTALION HREADQUARTERS, IT I3 IMPOSSIBLE |
TO ALLOCATE ADDITIONA), UNITS YOU AZQUEST AT THIS TIiF {SIGNED ROSS) SHORTAGE
NOW EXISTING 15 BROUGHT »BOUT BY 4DDITIONAL ANQUESTS FOR ARMIZS FOR OFERATIONA
USE. OCONFINMING TELWSHOYM CONVERSATION CAPT MCLELLAN D MiJ VALENTINE, WE
AdB DOING BVE«YTHING POSSIBLE T SECURE ADDITIONAL THUCK CUiPANIES AND ONE -
BATTALION HEAVQUARTERS WiTHIN IiXr SEVEN TO TN DaYs.®

On 18 December 1944, the Section Transportation Office was notified by
the Office of tho “hicf cf Traneportati-r shat the 111th QM Battalien (Mobile)
TC, newly arrived on the Continen%, wae ~-'ng assigned to Olse Sectiom.

In accordance with Request for ilov:i- 1% Jrders, dated 30 November 1944,
and issued by the (Mfice of the Chief of irepsportation, the 3682nd QM Truck
Compan:r (TC) wa. a9sizned to the 476th Q! 3eattelion under Par 2, Troop
Apsignnent Woe 56, Eq Olse 'Section, datsl. Lo Decouber 1944. The unit was
oquipn.@ with Zi-ton vehicles and was agsigned to the Soissons area for depot
operefiocngs TDOn lts arrival in Oise Senticn, the unit was inspected and
repor o’ Vecy 32! lnfantery, As indicats’. in extract from Carrier S1lip quoted

heLow, Lowsr3l; e anit was not expsctii to Decome mere then 50% effective
for an ' azgs N monthsg

D] A v abhal Sitvation Report was received from the Comnanding Officer, lst
“ ™ iy o)

5, €t e, FPHINCGLPTION, of the 3682nd Qf Truck Company (7€) upon the arrival
of ks UTant tn Olse Section and is as foilowss \

L}
2

2. 'mi% hos had ne maintenance for e period of apwroximately six weeks.
h. o minimum of twenty trucks were deadlired uvon arrival in Jise Sectdr
AL "Tnis has six W Oaseg. : ¥

T timdey how Tive Court-Manticlds penddnge :

3. . Prrengi of Unit i 146 enlista’. mon and o officers,

% ritvical shorveges within the 71l are:

7)) Irasr—tudes 750 x 20,

%
T

L Mire petehing materials. | ;
> inis Unit les been .operating under Very aiveree mc sanditiong,
ehiclss avo towed in and out of dumps by Caterpiller tractors,
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2 N Tc is anbicipased thatiElls Unit <132 act desoms zore Lo 5.0 e
ive So- two montis.,"” ‘
~ On 17 Dscem¥er 1944, cpsration 9% Air-Strip A—£5 wae nivaS b0 Alie
Strip 470, At the same tims, Advence Sectioz adviszi that velicles operating

at Air Strips 4-83 and A-79 must be relisved for another assignment. The
Office of the Chicf of Transportation was therafcre rocussh c 10 assign
a truck unit for Air-Strip operation, On 19 Decemer 104 ‘he Section
Transportasien Office was advised that the 398th QM Truck Company (TC)
had bez.. asgsigned to Oise Section fer Air-Strip operation. However, on
25 Dece: ior 1944 advice was received by teleprint from the Office of the
Shief 4+ Pransportation that the 398th QY Truck Company (TC) had been ro-
assigni 3. the 17th Airborne Division. The followiug i Trvolz Companies
\7C) wore in turn assignod to Oise Seciion under jurisdictlon of The
Secsioa Trensportation Office for permensrt dusy in Relms:

. 870%h QM Truck Sommeny $ ‘
B4325n QY Truck Company

The 4266th and 4269th ! T-vek Companiss (TC) were acuipp=d with B-
ton tractors and 10-ton semi-+radlers on 15 Dscember 2.61%, and were made
avallable for work as of the fonlowing day. 1t was eniizipated that these
unite would e alle to hancls most of tha work which tvhey previously have
Been unavie o carry on.

/

" CTTEYRR TrR AW T

In order to oBtain greater efficiency in truck operations, Motor
ansport Diviston re-located tnc A% Truck Companies under the jurisdic-

®don of the Section Tranemcrtation Office; the smaller 23—ton equipment
ceuld be used to greater .Tadvmatage for depot hauling while the larger
ég-mn'a'quipment was more, suitable for long hsule from railroad terminals,
onsequently, units with smaller equipment wers sent to the £olssons area
o dePOt.OP'erationS’ while the larger 10-~ton ejuinnent was re—locs 2d in
t Reins aves ror long hauls out of Reims, #hus r=sulting in a greater
OB-mile frctor “or sach unite

—-_:r;f*'a”"—' " Thy

YY)

= g o B

. ! -~ B ‘
T Toilowlag re-locatrion of truck comparics was effected during the
month of Decenbens

4022nd GM Truck Go, = from Reims to Neuville
4255th QM Truck Co, — from Soissons to Crouy
“268%h OM Trick Co, — from Soissons to Bucy Le Long
“23%th QM'TI"'J.(‘-].{ Co, ~ from Ma,rgival tH M@I‘fy'

While the three fruck units, operating in the vieinity of Reims as of
30 November 1944 were bi‘ought up to standerd in technical proficiency,

- 4 rom
through the work of ths Section Transportation Office, the 425lst QM Tr-.ck
Or. TC, staffed with coiorud personuel, still presented a problem during
Dacember (See Secidor 1. weportion sericd 15 September through 30 November
144 vader Motor Transporiotion), AYlthodzh the Commending Officer of the
.06 edvisel that nisesrasvy 3ireective accion had been underisken and that
the unit was rcady for o4 specyion, this was done on 8 December 1944 and
a<aln rosulted in a redirs of "Uneasisfecsoryt. It was therefore decided
t reorgenize the 42b1lsi Q1 Tiuck Cg, ae o waite unit. It was anticipated

e e o g ———— A
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shet reorgarisi.ilion of -

w216 cireniea &¥iigie . wo fiae Gliedaga an
ae gurplus,

Drs 00 R e O
g Liei=ant seclknicailiy (paiirfied perscurel tu form celre rcz rav
organization oi ithe 4251et M Trueck Couraiy.

\
On 12 Deserdex 1S4:, cifriculiies wire encoutnyvzrad wita ths Puefucture
Commissionsxr of ks Reputiic .t Fbaleas, cnd it was anvisipased that addition—
al civilian tronsjoriasica corldid nes be male svaililles o0 U.S. Torces in the
area ¢conbrollec. Yy “he a2es3ure 2b Chelins for sohverel weosks., Oause for
tiis con@ition war #aid o bs the dsmands For civiiian jruck irensportation
1o the Algate aror whevs She enemy ned. So 2 sredt Axtens. exercised a
sororched eartk priley, amwice of She vlwimatum of th: Sredecturs regarding
sinviiian fanstartatlen wan svbmitbst e w2 for didcadsion wish tne Chief
P Sniff anl tle Commeniing Coriwal a8 Yo whothary ui a0t (povcoriave astsion
gold e takens ..

Advi6e was receivad from Fg, Son 4, STOUSA, on 11 Dscether 1244, that
the Btk aAudomubdille Roginent wnt’ seing nctlva+ed in' Parig for the operation
0f 800 B-dan Civil ATfaira trmicks then ersiving on the Oontinead. Nifne of
the Frenth Truck Compenies, so 2a3tiretef, vers orderel to Iy Fere in Olase
8aasion for assignment o ths €35k W Bapsclicn (¥ahile) (RC) for admiaistrae
on and operavienal coairol “vader 6-5 Zo0 3%afi control). Eech Trusk
Company Oensisted of £ officet ard 110 a1l iated woa. Tne French units per—
formed their missien of tramsvortinz Civi. Afiaivs supplics und could enly
be assigned bv the Section Trancoortatior Offics fer other missions in case
of an emabgoncy. -On 24 December 1944, following the enemy countér-=éffensive
on the Western Front, o rommsil, =3 send se “he 'kmmending General, Oise
Sectien, by Hq, Cem Z, BICITA, o 3ix of -hess .mreuch Truck Compdnies fey
eROrZeNCYy army use %o replace Arny Transportavion ucgently nceded fer esher
nisslons. _ :

Assurance was recelved frem Ordnsnce in Decomber that they would glve
priority %o tha repair of all vnits opereting at (-309. It wur anticipated
that this actien wewld rcleass & lerge percentage of deadlinoc vrucks amd
wes in @irecy cosrdimation with current efforts to clear congestion of
treffic iIn the Seissens area. : : ’ ‘

Eogergersy Daepaads on Trangportation
imﬂm.mhan.ﬂmimﬁﬁx&hmﬁer_—aﬁmﬂm.

Tumadiately after the Germen Counter—offersive, which sterted 17 December
1944, ali availlcble motor transport in Oise Section was alerted to meet the
emergency demands for transportation equipment, and truck units were recalled
from depots and railheads, in preparatien for the movement of personnel and
eaprlies to thoe vital areas., TFreight treins wers diverted and routed %o new
leebinations. Main lines were cloercd immeciatesy in ovder to speed up the
porement 'of troops and supplies. With entlye divisions nﬂ trcops ~f all
“eanohnos of the Army Ground Force on fe move at the same ¢ine, c?ntrol and
rexlaior of road movements bscame of Tital dmpomtaice, particularly insofar

=
FCne

‘ne time <leren® was concerned,

=

Tysilsel of & m:jf;f operatlcral move effected by the Sectﬂ..on Trangpor ta=
ticr Oflce was ths movemeat of the 32nd and 101st Airboins Divisions of the
YVILI oroe (sisbo—ne) from their rvest camps at Siasomne, Sulppes and
Mourmelon. The following extract from the Staff Report, dated. 19 December
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1C4., =rdlcates +k= eneed witk *1inl. <hs mowen nt was executec. T S

vrica-ies and p_"_a,:nf'_:-_g involxe L7
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i Re-movement of thé 82nd anc Lulss Airbos=s Divisions. ) : i

a. Houtes seclected end clucr.d %hwa A 2ace Section ,(.MBOP~ a ‘

b. Strip mops made up for %he rrvies from Sissonns, HULDOES S |
Mourmelon,

Tie following distribution wes madel
300 to ‘each unit at Sissone and Svipnes.
1300 $0 Mourralon,
3CC of sech route to the L.&th Corps. 1
L0 of zach routs to G-, Oise Section.
o, Cwing to the tectical nature of this movement, 1n5tmctiozsf$fu;goh
Convoy could not be issued., A plen was set up whereby the unil off‘ice éf
send out zerials of between 30 and 40 vehicles and notify this tination
Whe tize of departure. From thie time, the errival time 754 deg into Ads
an? at the Adsec Border wase computed and the information ca?l.leThe i :c
for traffic ceontrol purposes ani advice forward to the Army. 3 Adseip ete
ﬂ.gn was gilven to Treffic Control Officers, PM Oise Soctlon anto ta Cl:)B::
Shat trafrie pointsmen would be essoblished throughout the rou W

aticn, Strip meps (£ the routes were eleo glven them.

es
'3, Information was received from Seine Base Section of the rout and '
timinge for the following QM Trucks Companies:

' Truck Co
3625th QM Truck Co 3619th QM
4009th QM Truck Co z882nd Q¥ Truck Co
Infornation from Adsec on the following QM Truck COEP@'néBB
4263rd QM Truck Co 2503rd QM Truck G0
3632nd QM Truck Co z578th Q4 Truck Co

: 4264th Truck Co =
Iininita and  routss wexq"l: gﬁan and traffic control and escorts arr anged with

* Yariher dnformation was received from Executlive Off fl.cerI,a Seczigg 5
Transportation Office of conveys from 13 truck companies fwo couhate;a T
S?Cti‘-"nw A1l efforts to check with Channel Base Section for T

.t Anings crere unsuccessful as comrmnications have pRoken f@méo route N-31 ‘*
W38 alerted o this situstion and was requested %o send Bf the unit

8% thC entzence to Reims and stop every QM Truck Compeny, 3% %70 o 0%,
dosiznasion could not be seen on the truck, and i SEV t aleso to Dbe

ik :!'iaﬂ""- 7 38cort them to Mourmélon Cemp.. & complete repoxr

Sabmithsd o this office, |

5
o
el
=

£ 2 g ; - r
.“4_., HPLA LRl I B 0} reuort of the outward movement from the camps came from L%,

10T 54 $2ssonne, ‘The following i8 & schedule of how the gerials lef:
o C R oF

e Time

~ Hoe Goo 82nd Airborne 10?4
3075k Ine i 1839
: -‘:.. ‘j 000 " \ g
o ; 1018



T

wepclizge Reckion

Riohe (S
Jone Tine
504th —~ 1lst serial 82nd Airborne 1017
504th — 2nd serial " 1023
504th « 3rd serial ) 1045
325th « 1st serial n 1100
3256th ~ 2nd serial i 1110
325th — 3rd serial A 1115
407th QM - " "+1200
508+%h - 18t serial i 1120
508th — 2nd serial “ 1133
508+%th ~ 3rd serial ) 1143
Med, 307th " 1152

Ycr this purpose, 266 borrowed vehicles were used and the organizational equip-
ment consisted of the following: '

246 — 1/4 ~ ton Jeeps .~ 3 = 3/4~ton Trucks
87 —~ 23—ton Trucks 2 -~ Ambulances
96 — Weapon Carriers 2 -~ 1i-ton trucks

This completed the movement from the area, Attempts to reach the camp at
Suippes failed due to commnications failure. Further report will be rendered.

"6. Last report of the Q@ Truck Companies just received enroute to Mourmelon -
Camps. ‘ 2

3019th 36 vehicles Arrived 1200
4009%h 44 vehicles Arrived 1500
3882nd 22 wvehicles Arrived 1230
3625th 31 vehicles Arrived 1530

The following units have just been contacted by the MPs and are enroute to

the camp: |
3989th QM Truck Co 645th QM Truck Co
3398th QM Truck Co 3627th QM Truck Co

R In addition, the 3416th QM Truck Co., which has just arrived with supplies

from Le Havre, is being used. Also 4268th Truck Co. ~ 10 Vehicles, Arrived
3‘]4'!0 1‘13‘00“

The speed and efficiency with which the movement of the 82nd ang.ia 1015t
Airborne Divisions were executed by the Oise STO gave occassion for Najor
General: MeBe RIDGWAY, U.S. Army, Commander VXIII Corps (\Air‘bnrna) to ngd. a 3
Letter of commendation to Brigadier General C.O. THRASHER, Gommandén§ B
Oigse Section, who in turn, sent a latter of congratulation to Lt, . ?1 ki)
Richard W, Barker, Section Trenspcrtation foi?er, Oise Seotion, an
staff, Following 1s a copy of General RIDGWAY S letter:

]




HEADQUARTERS XVIII CORES (.un:aomm)
Office of the Corps Commender

APO 1(59-—~In the Field
211930-Decem‘oer 1944

"My dear Thrashort

NI should like you and Wilsey to kmow tha
that the manner in wiich you plcked up and delivered our two
divisions into the battle area waé just aboutb
havs sver seen of its kind, You should al1l,
teke deep satisfaction in a contribution to ©
which was very real, and which time may gshow W
8cope then any of us now reallze..”

in the Oise Section,
wr nilitary effort
as of far greater

h waerm best wishes,

"Hoping to serve with you agaln, end witwl'l:lch I ghould De

in which al1 +the Staff and Command join, and.
grateful to have you convey %o your associatess

v A Sincer ely,

/S/’l’/ M. B. RIDGWAY

S. Ar
(o ior General U. my
Had Com;nending."
| cember 1944, they

After tn e _offensive in De
e Germans begen thelr counter offen i 0485 Beotiigy

leunched many air atte a he roilheads and depots 3
Since the RTO 1nsta11az§.2nsg?xj;n 2;1: ~ros were located at the raiagead and
dopots, ‘they ‘experienced these attacks, Without damage bo GO RTO station
&% Revigny, Wessigny, Chelons, Tergnier, ond A-70, perial bombings and
BPra’fings were sustained, 25 ;.nd. o6 December., At Laon on RErDopoDaTig
Prans: sirafed a troop 't"rain seven times. 48 a resul® the engine wa?
Severely damsged and made unusable; two cars Were demaged : ’G?“e train Mecs
Gelayed approximately. 20 hours. The casualties were: 7 11Bd and, 25
injured;’ the wounded were removed to the 96th General Hospital in Reims

2d slie 36th Field Hospital at Laon. The BIO at Solssons reported in”
tart as fcllcusy - . _ P Y

"4, 2% epproximately 2145 hours, 26. December 1944, we receivec an A1y
alert duc %o the presence of an enemy plane in vicinity of e

A% 2215 hours an ell-clesr -eignzil was given, A German plane Passied from
no7th 0 eouth over yards, circled and returned flying from poveen L
notth and dropped a bamb in morth end of yards ab approximately _&230
hours, beltween tracks 12 and 14, This was an incendlary type $5,.0000
which set fire to five cars of ammunitione

3. The French crews which were on duty on the locomotives of Soissons
vards immediately disappeared,

"3, Representatives of Military Rallway Service proceeded to take an
enzins and cut off the five burning cars and pulled the balance of ! Gaxe
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on that track, also the cars Wn mex® track to it and took them out on track
of mailn line,

"4, Ammunitien in five burning cers soon hegan to sxplode and set fire %o
other cars. The firs continued to spresd throughout the entire:yards

8. &b south end of yard with one enzine and with help of a tractor dozery

We were able to get 215 cars out of yard. Approximadely 80 cars were pulled
eut ef the north and of yard, by the Militery Railway Servics.

16, At 1700 houre,

3 yvard check showed 424 loaded cars, ‘101 empties, ond
3 g :

o7 Erginesr equipnent.

“7. Vork enGenvorinz to saivoge £s much as possible was continued until there
wa no firther aveilatle powens

-

"8, Freight sneds, “he mein depot were é,ompieii"ely d.e.stfoyed. All other
rallway buildings we~e¢ lomaged in various degr=ess. Also there was considerabls

damage to civilian propsity difectly adjagens to station. - o

"9, Plans for raes-‘am':alishiﬁg Service was made so as to stert work as soon a8

1t was considered safe to do sb, ‘RT0 set up temorary headquerters at b7
Avenue de¢ la Gara, h 8 “ ; ’ A : b

"10, On afternocon of 28 December 1944, ths BTO moved ite' office to & btuilding
in seuth end of Soissons yard to handle business.

"33, At 1930. hr}u_rs, it was reported hHy MRS that there was one byv-’gpasa track
ready to handle trefficz Shroagh Soiscons. ‘ '

"12, It is expectsd Hhat Team tencks 5 end € 217 be ready at 0800 hours 29

December 1944, Engines:u expoct ¢ have owo meln tracks availadie within
two dnys, P TS
. ; 5 . - . o - AR o s 4] (A o 50 ':
&, Veter for loncmotives ©s availabla av Sulgiu.s as cf 2050 hours, 28

<3 5 ] o 3
the f-A;;ul-‘J‘:B.L’ 194 !

Y2 P7uth Batlguy Opo.edind En at tompligne was contagsed at 0050 hours
¢ foiatia Yrain crows fcr emergency operation at Soissons. C’apt'_W“GNER of
tie TEdb 0 pdwissd thet the following srain crews and engine power would
B lameds oely ©lopatohsd o the scone cf tha fivel

Pomhi Redlwe f Ooorating Pa o~ Phoes crews end thres engines

L]
L m : [y RO
; : TR\ anher
-~

Po2 0" Retlvey Cosraning Ba - TheE L~I'*3'_'FS and thiec engines
Tram Mercnial, VA

7AG5h Rellwey Opcre’ing Bu — Iwo crews and two enganes
from Tergnier. ;

P24%h Railvey O-erating Bn -~ Five crews from Tergnler by trucks

Iie OUOT was requested o alert all TC truck units and to request al}ﬂﬁgg%%{ble
aseiivance from the Seocnd Military Railway Service. &t 0245 L4, CH \
017 Mgkt Doty Officer, advised that twelve train crews from FParls were on

t
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the way te Seissoms by truck. L% ths saase, Li. DONELY, OCOT Motor Iraaspor—
tatlen Division advised that t ruck compan’es had been glerted. Trhe three
train crews of the three swisching enginec opercting at Relms were alerted
for posaible movement ¢ “oissons with englae Dower a% L5

an

During the firs+ %0 v esks 4a December, plans for sherntione on canalg
Wers curtailed gonsicsrad.s Aue o Ltigh waters in ell 10zalities. Novembep
reins wers reported o na—c voancded. a 200-year record. Cenal repalrs were
el vn -:"‘Ii‘-i'bf’.mg e lxin 4n taner 1s3vels. A del&y of onz ﬁOn‘Lh in the Fa
SORSUrICHL n yrogvan 4af entinased because of high waters. As the high
AT higar. o yeceis n Sh: Olse Section area, the Seine Hiver
SPMEht 1o ponl- 9w of gefifaz, onsequently traffic between Rouen and
Feris wes vied uwp el s aipuents zre expected pricr to 1 January 1945,
the Sectlon Transpor-
gagaigned to re-—

Since little

% The Offige of “he lhj-i o7 "eaneporiation edériged
apon 0ffice on 2% : aporher o s o hhet all Engineer troopf &

eW“""’-ﬁ’t‘vion of ccnaig were Lo nz withdrawn for other duties.

':;. hing &ccenmplished v rewr.ir work beceuse of high water',it.he withdrawsl
th"e-tr‘ﬂPB had 10 mcaeriery esfect on sonal reconstruction.

French authorities cloimed thot the Meuse River was not naw.riiable be-
%885 of ebstructions at Anchamps, Mesziers, Le Theu, apd Iumes; lovivever,
Vence Sectden Engineors, afier & svrvey by their fisld units, acv sed

that o Dessageway was clear at eack ¢f theee feur points, and would be
28¥ieeble as scon as the wasere had recsdad, Although Advance Section
ineers admigton e segnibiiisy o1 acms vnderwater olssructions not
pre“uuy-d‘imerm‘-bm ';:he';r doclared thet oo the best of their knowledge
e through nqe -31:.&1'.1'\9.“. wovld t2 possible as eoon &8 the waters had

:sced.sd, Adwd e wes recei rod. nr 4 Decamher ~0z4 that the Marne Ganel
S Pisai Lavigation from St. Digziel it Titue-le—Erencoise

SyiC y 4 78 we
o ALvice uas received br o inlead Weiziwwre Divieicn .thatrloo?air_‘i;_ s ofra
5 2 M0 ¢ ard gent 4o Yuvsh 5o Huved epproximatiiLy 15,00U <oa
o Gl she hargss were orderad, it

S Jedbion, " Eowxaaw, t.bt she tlie L : iy
SN EShEd Ak s e e 0n g o gaat kad Cecreased €0 6,000 tone beceause
['ast -.3*1’\'_-’-I.i! .'ﬂf,,l ! 2 “ ,)n L),'o Decembel' 1941 ; tlle (jffice

Ak W3Rr ithn Jand g €200 1ba Pl
FLU IR e 02 L agpgn et ion adrisnd Gha Oine fection Trensportation
i i and osher circumstéiices,

WS Ane L EhaE et A ! T TPIED o
g BUEVAG 0 yreaen’ high ety LTS
& Y s o @ A e R TR, o barses
1 e A pRBapLoytasion 9¥. coal TN 22 7at w0 Aslae vi.a 2
& waizseliad,
4 . o o [ PR
- OLJeE Be 9uid iy gy, gssticn oz he Olse fen~y. “inere 23 Harges were
7w al one poing; and furinee Jorth where 4€ barges were appar 3.t 13,_r
ft .o passege through the locks  * 5 recommended that the “.occk a3 I’inon

(& 7k, Cige and Adars Ganel ha vepeired so shai canal could U: reup.ued
o navigation, Rescmnendnbion was pledsd defrre the Section TranspH v tae~
Lon 07fles, tarough Gv4. Ag apn Andicatlon of the actlon underi‘;aken and
sadorticr swonlied, the £a)lowing is muoted from e Carrler Slip from

09 Laett 1 Traisportution Mfice ho Ged, dutel 36 Dacember 1944t

4
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"l. The authority on American participation in repair and rehabilitation
of the canal systems in France is in 2 Canal Committee in Hgs, Com Z,
Committee is made up of representatives from Transportation, Engineers, and
General Staff. Operations are by the French, but supervision is maintained

by Inland Waterways Division, Office of Ghief of Transportation, Commnication
Zone,

"2, OCopies of correspondence regarding reconstruction of canal lock ab

Pinon are being submitted to this Committee through Inland Waterways Divisionm,
0COT, for their final decision, |

"Zo It has been the policy of this Conmittee first to open through mein
routes rather than supplementary or secondary caneals, and to avoid major re-—
construction projects not vital to the war effort. Several engineer units

have been assigned definite tasks on these main canals and will not be avail-
able for other projects for some time.

p : : 21
V4.  DisemAisne Canal would, if it were open, save several d.ays_ time
in transport to “eims, however, Reims is accessible from the north via
Compiegne and the Aisne Canal,

g, Dispatch of all barges is being made as quickly as water conditions
rermitse The accumulation of barges between Compiegne and Chauny were un—

doubtedly those on the Paris coal run and were tied up because of water
conditions on the Oise River.

"6, Reply from the Canal Committee will be forwarded you as soon as
recelved,"

On 31 December 1944, the following decision of the Canal Committee was
aubmitted to Section Transportation Officed

L . : s i lue at present,

1. Canal Committee advises of no military va b :

2o 211 U, S. Awmy Dngineers now assigned on canal work on high priority
Jjobs of much more importancec {

3. ¥rench technical side pressed through Canal Committee to hurry works

ral

L, By-Pass route now avallable,"
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APPENDIX MO, 1

(Chapter VI)

REIMS STATION : REIMS, 17 Hovember 1944
SUMIZARY REPORT ‘ :
Of the Station at Heims

2 COp. addressed to the Regional Bureau of Information
6th Section—iiovement Division — Paris

1 com. to the Principal Inspector
Head of the 6th Arex at Charleville.

On 16 Tovember 1944 a 21400, Bnglise No. 231F23 (double crew) of the Depot

&t Chapelle, h~ving to roplace engine on Hospital train 10158 =~ 2172 Etain -
Paris I
Scheduled time of arrival > 1645 '-~Actunl 1957
\ H " departure 1910 u 2229
running on track II, line 2, broken at bridge of 54.018 Km., fell in the canal
joining the Marne to the Aisne. b

CIRCUMSTANCES OF T=gx ACCIDENT

Train Fo. 10158-2172 was stationed on track 3C. DIngine 231¥23, walting
on track 9C, was originally to be sent alone to Soissons.

At 19230, the depot informed the Chef de Service that this engine was to
be used to haul train 2172, g

The Chef de Service had the schedule prepared to place it at the head,
and delegated ganger TRIVET to pilot the engine from track 9 to track 3, by
using the available part of princival track II.

At the time when the pilot arrived at the engine to accompany it, the
engineer declared agein that he was to be sont alone to Soissons,

TRIVET left the cngine to report this to the Chef de Service, but during
the absencé, the schedule having beol prepared, and the penel opened, the
engineer started his enginec without roticing thet he was headed on tie broken
line, Arriving at tho break, the engine was thrown into the canal.

CONSEQUENCES

Ingine 231F¥23, tender and sleepihg wagon derailed.

Ingincer CHIPFLIER (Charles) driving the engine, of the depot at Chapelle~
voerg old, married, 2 children, 22 and 20 yecars ofd, living at Paris, 54 Rue
1'iqueduc, lightly wounded in the left hend, multiple contusions.

Firemen 4AIGROS, Rene (on the enfine) 32 years ofd, married, 1 child living
&t Paris, 21 Rue Stienne Dolle; ligh®* burns on the wrist and face — multiple
contusions.

Ingineer MOGLIN, Georges, (in tRe sleening wagon) 31 years old, married,
2 children, 3 and 4 ycars old, livin& at Paris, 15 Rue Goderoy Cavelgnact con-
tusions on the right side, ‘

Fireman CARBON, lMichel (in the ®lecening wagon), 42 years old, married , 1
child, 18 years old = living at Pari®, 38 Rue des Bole: contusions, right leg,

TS
| ER L E

(o)
@

jai)

ATSPONSIRILITY
The investigation made by the r®presentatives of the FX MT » VG services
rovenlod that the engineer CHAPELIER started his engine as soon as the panel




n .sta.tions 2 and
) nanriga,tion on the canal of Lliisne o La liarne is

' Deputy Chef de Garo
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APPENDIX NO. 2

(Chopter VI)

National Gendermerie Chateav~Thierry, 8 Dec 44
2nd Legion

Company of aisne REPORT

Section of Chateau-Thierry

No. 12/4

of Lt, Phavorin, commander of Section of
Chateua-Thierry, on a derailment of an
American hospital train at kilometers
107-300 of Reims Paris line,

Reference: article 53 of decree of 20 May 1903,

The 7 of Decermber 44, at 2250 hours, an American hospital train going from
Vitel to Paris wns derailed at kilometer 107-300, 1 kilometer, 500 meters sast
of the gare of Varennes—Jaoulgonne.

The commender of the scection was informed by the station of Chsteau-Thierry
at 0100 hours and went to the place with three gendarmes as quickly as posa’
sible and informed %the brigade of Conde en Brie, who cut from the telephone
following the inundation, wasn't able to get news of the accident,

At the arrival around 0130 hours the commender of the section determined
that the locomotive ~nd 11 derailed cars had been pulled from the rells and
gone around 150 meters. A wooden car of the SNCF uscd as resting quarters for
the personnel had been complctely torn to shreds, Only three cars had not
left the tracks, ‘he metal hospital cars which were for the most part turned
over, did not secm to have suffered too much from the accident.

The victims aro:

Sccond Hechriiic w M, Chorles Jaegy of the depot of Chalons sur Marne, Mvingat

- 126 Ave du Gon, Sarrail at Chalons sur Marne, killed,

Seccond Fireman — M, Julien Arthur Lemsin, of the depot of Chalons sur

Marne, living at 1 Rue David Blondel at Chalons sur
Marne, very gravely injured, The latter alded as soon
as possible by personncl at the American hospitel, The
chief mechanic and the firemnn on duty wero slightly
injurecd,

48 soon as the commander of the scction arrived he precribed a guard eround
the brggaze car end the food cars. Tho MPs of Chatcau-Thierry arrived a lit=-
tle after abd relieved the gendarmes around 0400 hours,

The inquest wos carried out at onco with the technicians of tho SHCF end
the French captain of the regulation of Chalong sur Marne to permit to es-
tabllsh thatthe dorailment was due to a collision, at the spoed of 80 km/hr,
wlth a large roll of trellisweiehing around 400 kgs, which probebly fell from
a train traveling ahend of the train of the accident, This roll would have
been destined for landing strips.

From a standpoint of the accident several rolls of this material had fallen
from a train two days before and for another part, the tracks were free on the
seventh (7th) at 1700 hours, the inquest tried to determine

1 — Sinee 1700, if a train carrying these rolls had passed the station of
Varennes—Jaulgonne,

2 — Or if persons of malintentions had placed a roll across the bracks
which had fallen two days before,

The delays would be adjusted in

S &

48 hours,

Ve, Ay
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The Bobhina of N Tormatden and ﬂhe regular authoritiea were advised

A .massaga of the coneeq_uencﬂ of ths a.ccid.ont .8 soon as first rosults of tb
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APPENDIX NOQ. B
(Chapter — VI)
- HRADQUARTERS
OISE SECTION, CZ, ETOUSA
SECTION TRANSPORTATION OFFICRH

s e I
..‘.CLe'r_f LECLIOL

3 : APO 513 :
Filet 370,11 8 December 1944

SUBJECT: Report on Wreck — Hospital Train # 58

TO ¢ Chief of-Transportation, Com Z, APO 887, U.S. Army.

(Attn: Lt Col Mack, ACO?, Movements Division).

1. Confirming our telephone conversation, I have attached copy of the

log of the Rail Movoments Division, STO and tho original weybills and wagon
labols of wagon SNCF 432690 and wagon US 422330.

2+, You undoubtedly have reoceived a comploto report of the wrock from
Lt, Grconman, Passcnger Branch, your Division.

3. Accompeniod by It Col Jamison, C.0., 708th Reilway Grand Division,
Major MNaughton and I inspocted tho tracks of tho Varennos to Ipernsy line

and discoverod £ll told, four (4) ~dditional BRC londing mats along the right-
ofmways

<L,

At Hpornay wo inspectod wagons Nos. 432690 and US 422330 thot tho RO
Bpornay, Lt Volence, had had romoved from trnain No., 1161 last cvoning upon
discovering a hot Tox on wagon No. 432690, plus tho fact that tho bumpers of

tho wagons wero couplod togothor snd duo to this coupl@ng, right front whool
of wagon Lio, 432690 hnd boon bound,

5, Tho wngon waybills from both wagons showed tho consignor as T'.TS Dopot
E-504, doto: 29-11-44  consignoot 9th Air Forco Engincor Command, Batignolles
Station, and Shippihg Indox Numbor: ST4/EGN-153, Tho wogon waybill for
wagon No. 432690 showod thirty (30) rolls of BRC landing nots, whoroas thore
woro only twonty-nino (29) on load., Tho bracing was complotoly gono and con-
sistod of about throo strands of wiro supportod by somo sticks which.worc not,
in 1y opinion, of sufficiont strongth to hold tho mabting. Tho matting had
2lso beon loaded about onc foot out of balrnco to tho loft sido of the wagon,

6+ Tho wagon wnybill for wngon Mo, US 422330 showod thirty (30) rolls
of BRC lending mats, whorcas only twonty-sovon (27) woro actually on load,
There woro no woodon bracos, in ovidonco nnd tho matting had beon bracod with
throo strrhds of wiro, two strands boing completoly l8oso and almost off.
Onc roll of nabtting was protruding toward the right approximatoly two foot,
and it is roasonable to suspoct thnt tho rolls of matting that cousod ti:lo :
wrock, foll off this particuler wegon, Throo othor wngons of this consignmont
Tos, 102581, 280694 ond US 425137 havo boon hold by the RIO Chalonse It
would appoar th~t onc or noro rolls of nmatting have disappeared from wagon
US 425127, but as no wayhill is attrched to the crr or wos attached to tho
congist, it is not known at this tinc how many nats were loadod in this par-
ticular wagon. A car chock was made of train No, 1161 botwoon its arrival ot
2085 hours and doprrturo nt 2050 hours, 7 Docombor, by tho BI0 Chatoan Thieryy
and nothing irrogulsr wns noticod on tho train ot thrt tince
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7« From tho condition of tho coupled wogons wpon thoir nrrival ot Ipor-
2ay, it would appoar that soro violont chock (a suidon stop, for exormple) noy
~ Bave broken the flinsy bracing on wngons 432690 and US 422330, ond .duc to tho

. Coupled bumpers, it may for tho rompindor of the journey have croatod o burp-
. 102 notion which shook looso and throw on tho right—of—way, tho landing mots.

8-_ Two cranos arc at prosont working on the wrock, and it is hopod to
havo tho X

castbound track robuilt nnd opon somotimo tomorrow.

RICHARD V. BARKER
%t Golonol,  T.. Qs
Soction Tremsportation Offigor
5 Inclg SR T " : T, : i
48 nbove - B bl 1T ; "

it S

. &S, ROBIRTS,
1st Lt, Ord
Administration
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APPENDIX NO. 4 ‘ . .. ¢ o Jiso Soctior
(Chapter VI)

1 ST0 G2 SUBJECT: - EHospitsl Train Wrock,
' Attn: : &
Col Squirc 1, Confirning tolophonc convorsation (Col Squiro —

Lt Col Barkor) the following is a comploto log of the
ovonts rolative to the hospital train wrocke

. 2310 hours, Lt Volonco, RTO, Hpornay called and infornod
us thnt a hospitel trein had dorailed botwoon Dornand
and Varonnos, Chatoau Thiorry callod and seid ongine
wos on its side. Askoed for noro informations
2320 hours, attomptod to contact RF0 at Chatoal Thiorry,
unable to get thru, wires down.

2325 hours, It Voloncd., Hospitel train 758 cngine and
corchos dornilod, Engino lying on its sido, 13 ou.t‘_gf
15 cors dornrilad, both maing blockod. Lt Prindly, 0
officor on trnin advisos that pationts havo to bo oves
cuntod, A roport of ono Fronchman killod and ono in-
jurod (lntor provod to bo incorroct), Thon corroct,

2343 hours. RI0 at Chalons cellod (Opl Lowory) giving
the information thot it wns a spocinl hospitel train,
‘ongino #241-A-15, vhich had doparted Chalons ab 1836 _
hours, 7th Doconbor, Origin wns Lorouvillo, dostination .
Paris '

0009 hours, 8th Doc 1944, Col Woodhouso, Oisc Surgoon's
offico was contactod (Sgt Rizzo) ond givon informntion,

0013 hours. Sgt Froidman, RTO Roins collod verifying
dorailnont at Jaulgonno.

0017 houré._ Militory police at Chatoau Thiorry advisod
end dispatching iP's (Sgb Williams). Also RO Chateau
Thiorryas -

-0020 hours. Lt Kaplen, 0COT, givon all previous infor-
notion. Inguired if it wero possible for hin $£0 socure
another hospital train to prococd to Jaulgonne and
evacuntc train,

0030 hours. 99%h CGonornl Hospital contacted on nwibor of
anbulencos availoblo,

0040 hours, Sgt Roymolds, 0COT,Passongor Bre, callod
oslzing nunmber of hospital train,

0040 hours. Sgt Freidnnn gove information thru Col
Pormorot, Fronch Linison Officor, thnt Froach Reilroad
Cormriissionor ot Paris and RTO Garc D'® Lest wore arrang-
ing to sccure a hospital train to evacuate porsonnel,
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0042 hours. Szt Roynolds, 0COT, ndviso:‘..of 370
Garo D'o Lest nnd Fronch Reilroad oTTaRGRRS for
relief train,

0112+ hours. Szt Roynolds, 0COT, ~dvisod STO Oiso

that hospital troin #27 would bo the roliof trainn

. . "
and the oxtra nodics worc boinsg aispatchod,

0125 hours, Mnjor Hnrt, Surgoon's offico, Oiso,

wne givon tho provious infornabion.

0150 hours, 8th Doc 1944, Copnt gchrocdor, S.D.0,

O0iso, was inforued of all provious inforimtion end
nofificd thnt copy of roport wvill bo sont to Conm-
nonding General's offico.

0410 hours. OCOT gave Fronch Anilwoy roport "Ting
of wrock cpproxinntoly 2230 hours, 7 Doce. ZEngino
and tendor wont over., . Engincor killodﬂnnd fironen
injurod. Mny howve boen roliof crowe Cruso of -+ =
wrock: Roll of hoovy wire which foll off of train
#1161, Cor 1 rosting on cnbankriont s Cars 3 and

8 toloscopod. OCars 9 and 10 dornilods Cors 4, 5,
GRRTANEL S 1.2, vl ar0o on tpock. N1l \-foul"ulo? in boa
boing trensforrod to cars 11, 12 and 13" Also ad-
visod thnt hospital train 727 dcpartod Paris at
0350 hours, 8 Doccmber with staff and 6 additional
Modicnl officors and 12 additional M, olso Lt,
Groonnen of Passonger Branch, ocoT, for scone of
wreck at Varonnes,

0505 hours Lt Kaplon OCOT aslkod thatb TV bo sont .-
to roach OCOT by 0800 hours conf jrning 1nfornation

gilvon,

0540 hours Lt Voloncoc, RTO Ipernay roportold as \h
follows: "Tino of wrock approxinntoly 2250 hours,

” Doc., No. of cars on train 13. No. of pationts
167 and staff of 27, Spood at tino of accidont

48 niles por hour. Ingino #141P92. 40 yards of

double track rippod up » Cars dorailod on loft
sido of track going wecste Pogsibility oxists that

5

aceident occurrcd by roll of BOC landing nats., 1
Fronchnan killod and 1 Dadly injurcd. No US por-
sonnol injurod.

- 1

0610 hours. Gave ronort from RTO Epornay to Lt
Krplen, 0OCOT. ’

0700 hours, TWX sent OCOT confirning infornation
elroady mivons

nin linos aro oxpocted to bo clear latce aftcrnoon

it ; ” . “ikmend
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’ CHAPTER VII

SQUTHERN LINE OF COMIUNIC.TIONS
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SoUTHERN bijvm br dOMIUNICATIONS

(6th Major 'Pért and ‘
t1st Militéry-ﬁailway Service)
(Chapter VII ;

D-Day for the invasion of. Southern France by Allied forces was on 15 Augus

1944, The operation was referred to % -DRAGOON and was mounted from bases in
Africa, Corsica, and Italy..

It was controlled initially by. the North African
Theater of Operations (NATOUSA) which later became the Mediterranean Theater

of Operations (MTOUSA), On-1 November 1944 control of the tactical forces
passed to the Buropean Theater of Operations and on 20 November the Southern

Line of Communications was estallished under control of the Zuropean Theater
of Operations.

The remainder of this chapter is quoted directly from the Historical .
Record of the Transportation Officer, Headquarters, Southern Line of Communi~
cations, covering the period from 15 August 1944 when the first Transportation

Corps clements landed and began opcrations in Southern France, through 31 ~
January 1945,

] ~ INTRODUCTION

"), Officially SOLOC (Southern Line of Communications) was activated on

20 November 1944 but actually such a Headquarters was conceived far vefore thir
time.

Lo Undoubtedly the original plans for the invastion of North Africa alse
included follow-up plans for the invasion of the Continent, step by step s
through Sicily, Italy, Sardinia, Corsica and eventually through Southern france
Even the most nebulous plan for en invasion must also meke provision for the
support of the Armies and SOLOC eventually became the Headquarters charged
with the supporting of the Armies in Southern France even though the e.lctual
name was not conceived until many months later. It was not ur}til Sicily had
been conguercd and the battle of Italy was well under way that definite plans .
vegan to take shape for the eventual invasion of Southern France., As pre- J
liminary steps in order to sccure adequate bases clese enough to su.ppor‘l‘,.‘bhls
operation, it was necessary first fo capture Sardinia and Corsica and build up
a sufficient number of air bases to furnizh “he necessary qerial su-.pport. The
U S 7th Army, together with the 1st French Army were assigned the job of making
the invasion of Southern Trance under ths command of Major General PA.TGH and
a planning Headquarters called Force 163 waz c steblished to work out the maze

of details necessary to corry out successfully the combined air and seaborne
operation. ;

3. At the same %ime those plans were teing laid, plans were also being
formulated for anosher invasion of the Continent from bases in the British i
Isles so that eventually there were to be two soparate forces operating against
the cnemy in France, one controlled by the North African Theater of OPQT?“SOI‘S
(NATOUSA) (later known ns the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MZOUSA
and the othér controlled by the Buropean Theater of Operations(ETOUSA), This
dual control functioned satisfactorily as long as the two forces were operat-
ing indepcndently, but with the rapid advance of the 3rd Army in the Buropean
Theater 2nd the 7th Army in Southern Fr-nce, these forces soon met, forming
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one continuous front so that it was necessaftr¥ to place-both forces under one
cormand awhich was the European Theater of OPEIL{*.tionQJ The Commanding GenEre]_
of Services of Supply (SOS) NATOUSL (later thg name was, changed to Communi.,
cation Zone (COM ZONE) MTOUSA was' chamged with. furnishing the neeessary
support of the forces for the invasion of Southern France, but when these
forces finally linked up with the forces of the Zuropean Theater of Oper-
ations the entire country of France was then placed under the control of

the Buropean Theater. ' However, higher Headquorters decided that the same
organization, i.e., Commanding General of Comrmnicztions Zone MTOUSA ana

his staff, should continue to furnish the necessary support for the Arnies

in Southern France and it was at this time that SOLOC officizlly carie into

being. :

"4, A seaborne invasion is largely ~ logistical problem in transpor-
tation and the Office of the Chief of Transportntion, Allled Force Head—
quarters (AFHQ) Headquarters, NATOUSA and Headquarteres SOS NWATOUSA, worked
directly with Force 163 during the entire planning of the operation in
order to provide the necessary ships 2nd set up schedules for the flow of
men, materials and supplies into the ports so that each item of equipment
could be loaded on the proper ship, in the proper place and at the proper
time and in order that ships and craft could arrive at the beaches and .
supplies be unlosded at the time when required by the fighting forces,

-

"S. The.invasion of Southern France progressed rapidly and it was
only a matter of -days until Gencral PATCHE'S armored forces had penetrated
inland hundreds of miles from their initial landing beaches and the ports
of Toulon, Marseille and Port De Bouc. In order to carry out its functions
properly in supporting the Arnies it was necessary for COM ZONZ MTOUSA
to establish an Advance Section in France. The initial contingent departeq,
from Caserta, Italy 12 September and established Hesdquarters at Lyon.: .
Septemter 15 five officers and four enlisted men from the Transportation. '
Section departed from Caserta, Italy and formed the initial detachnment
of Transportation Section for Headquarters, Advance COM ZONE MTOUSA, As -
%e Armies pushed rapidly forwsrd it was necessary for the Advance COM

-2 Beadquarters to nove on to Dijon, 5 Octoter, to keep in contact
with the forces which they were supporting. On 1 November control of
the Armies and supaorting forces pﬁssed to the ETOUSA but the supply.
;gsgonsibility continued to remain under the Mediterranean Theater until
‘cionwemer'"-TO staff the Headquarters of Southern Line of Comrunica-
beins,ﬁperaonnel was selected from COM ZONE LTOUSA. Transportation
MTOUg‘;'«n}ntEgrated section between Headquarters AFHQ and COM ZONZ

' 1S personnel was drown from both of thesc Headquarters.

' "6, The invasion was mde initially over three beaches named
i:?f:éiz'i’mifang GJWIEL_ between Toulon, and Nice and one of the first
- i it t'e coribat forces was to push rapidly to the west and
i went; por s of-Tﬂulon? Marseille and Port De Bouc. Actually
e tI;re around.l?op_lgn and Marseille and Port De Bouc was the first of
5 © captured, This advance was so rapid that comparatively'little
ciﬂage was done at Port De Bouc and the first ships were berthed there
1 oeptember, The City of Marseille was not captured until 28 August and
Toulon shortly thereafter. The destruction at these ports was beyond
all powers of description and at that time to expect that they could
ever again be used for discharge of cargo certainly required o vivid
imagination, Not one terth, either Liberty or half berth, was open

Ve J
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#nd not onc shore crane was operatable. Both northern and southern entrances
of the port were blocked by sunken shivs seuttled parallel rather than length-
‘:"’150 to jem the entrances, Sfmttleahﬁ_ock ships, seventy-five in number and'
ageregating 200,000 tons of shipping, were scattered from one end of the port
to the other. Net until 8 September was the first berth open. However, the
Navy Salvage Crews, the Engincer Corps and the Engineer Port Rehabilitation
Battalions had experienced this scne thing before in the Ports of Bizerte,
Pelermo, Naples and Leghorn and they set to work immediately sweeping and re-—
Mmoving debris and wreckage that filled the entire erea. The first ships were
brought into Marseille and offshore discharge of cargo began on 8 September.

"7, The advsnce through Southern Fronce was so rapid that the retreating
enemy did not knve time to wreck corpletely all the rail lines but nearly all
the principal bridges were destroyed. There were two main supply routes to the
north, onc up the Rhone Valley tovLyon and Dijon and the other to the east
through Grenocble and on up to Dijon. There were double track rall lines on
both banks of the Rhone River but all the bridges had been so completely-de-
molished that it has been inpossitle to use the lines on the west bank of the
Rhone, However, the Military Railway Service rapidly rehabilitated the l;ne
on the east bank of the river and it has been the main sup»ly route. Also,

2 single track line to Grenoble was developed but its use has becone extremely
limited during the winter months.

"8, During the initial Stages of the invasion the bulk of our supplies
wWas noved by truck.,
y.

"9, Plans ealled for the construction of a 4" and a 6" pipeline up. the
Rhone Valley. POL storage capacities in Southern France were:

St Raphael = —= = = = — = = = o= = = = = = = =35,000 Bbls

.
M?LI‘BCille e Gt g Bm B P = e v e F= ea e e - ﬁ?gg’ggg ¥
POI‘t DO Bouc — et e 4 = em e = e e = o= e = 1’ 'OOO i
Dol on, & e e TSR el e A ~ 354,

"10. Coastal Base Section (changed on 10 September to Oonti?ental Base
Section) was activated at Naples, Italy for the purpose of carrying out the
Comrmnication Zone supnply responsibility for the invading Armies. This Head—
quarters was established ~t Marseille irmediately after the capture of that
City. With the rapid advance of the Armies and the lengthening of the supnly
routes it soon became necessary to establish en‘ Advence Section. Continental
Base Scction becane Continentgl Advance Section and transferred its Headqugrters
to Dijon and Delta Base Section was activated to take over the duties previously
perforned by Contincntal Base Section, The 6th Port (Mobile) which had-been_at
the Port of YNaples, Italy for the past ten months and prior to th?t at ”
Casablanca Morocco, was assirmed the task of operating the ports in Southern
France and the First Milltgr§ Railway Service, alsc from the Mediterranean
Theater, took over the rehabilitation and operation of the rail lines.

"11. It was soon evident that the Ports of Marseille and Port Do Bouc
could be developed in sufficient capacity to care for Army needs so it was
decided that the Port of Toulon would be turned over the Navy and also be
used for civilian needs. The Port of Nice was also used to a limited extent
\for the dischargze of coasters.
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"II _ ORGANIZATIUN AND PCLICIES
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"1, Southern Line of Communications was established by General Order
o. 61, Headquarters Gam:un‘icati_n_ns Zon'e, Furopean Themter of Onerations
dated 3 November 1944 end: Major General THU}.S B. LamKIN,
General, Commmunications Zone Mediterranean The~ter of Ornerations, was assigned

as Commanding' General. Attached Exhibit "MA" are copies‘- of General Order Xo,

61 and letters from Lt. General John C. H. Lee to General Larkin and to the

Chiefs of the General and Special Staff Sections which set out the basic _
policies fdr the organization and responsibilities of Headquarters Southern B
Line of Conmrunications. Attached Exhibit "B" is an organizational cheTt ;

of the Headquarters Scuthern Line of Comrunications. Attached Exhibit "CU

is Menmorandun dated 1 December which pives the responsibilities of the sub-—
orcinate Major Commands,™

(NOTE: Zxhibits 4, B, and € omitted. Appendix Yo. 1 is 2 copy of
General order No. 61, establishing SOLOC and assirning its command to Major
Genex:al THUM.S B. LinKIN, In the sanme order, Generel LARKIN was assigned
the duties of Deputy Commander, Cormrmnications Zone, Burcpean Thenter of
Cperations), ! 5

formerly Commanding

"2. General o v Head : yasEn.
2 rder NWo. 2, 20 Kovenber 1944 Headquarters Southe
gine i cDEﬂ?unication assigned Brigadier General GECHGE C. STEWART as
thz.n;prortatlon Officer, Southern Line of Comrunications, The duties of
ans

50 portation Officer were announced in a letter dated 20 Novenber 1944
on which the following is quoted:

ay

ui bl

s Tuncti —paphs 18 and 19

Se Junctionst As prescribved in paragrap ’

'sizgogf;?’ cl"xapter I, Staff Doctrines and Functions, Field Manual 101-5,
cers! Fiela I-ia.nua.l dated 19 August 1940.

"'2. Dutdes: -

= ~Act : i ™ & o e G.eneral o_nd Staff
on TranSDortatior} b'attersg.m e oo o e

anc. orders on Py b, Prepare and submit to the General Staff Directives
( © “ransportation matters recommended for publication.
s .G+ Represent the Commanding General for Transportation
z;;t‘;ezl‘i orll _planning and executive staffs, coimittees, noards and at meet—
5 oL Viné.: Iransportation interests.

R———

d. Exércis:e technical su i Transpor-tation
oL O pervision over A
Corps facilities, activities, installations and troops, except Military
Rallway Service anc Military : I .

Reilway Service Troops. . '

; : ©. Coordinate Transportation Corps activities between the
advance an Base Sections of SOLOC 4o the extent necessary to insure the
efficient use of facilities emnloyed for the through movement of personnel,
supplies and equisnent, g )

f. Ixercise control over requests placed on the Military

Railway Service to insure thet the canacity of the Military Railway Service
is not exzceeded, " i
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"3, The organization of the Dffice of the Transportation Officer was

along the same lines as those at AFEQ in the #editerranean Theater of Oper—
ations...." el :

(XOTE: Folloving is a summary of the information given on the orgz\.niza.r
tion Chaxrt of the Transportetion Section SULOC, dated 15 December 19441

o I'f’r.nra-dte,f : ' .
Troensnortation Officer — M=jm CGeneral GZORGET C. STIWART

Executive — Colonel THCMAS FULLER
Branches

Operations — Lt. Colonel Z. L. BARGONES
Movements Group - M=jor G.L. EENNSTT
Rail Group —~ Ceptain W. =. DeYOUTG
Watcr Group — Majér 2. K. LEWIS
Highway Group —:'‘Captain E. J. P. 0! CONNOR
Air Group - Captain C. SCHLANGER

Planning - Colonel L.G. ZINNECKER

Administrative Brenéh — Colonel L. G. ZINNECKER
Cffice Administrative Group - CWC C. J. POTTHAST
Control Group — Major T. I, PALMEZHLES
Sup»nly Group - Captain V. LITCEFIZLD
Troops Group — Lt. Colonel S. Z. WOCDRUFR
Y Baggage Group — 1st Lt. C. W = ICHARDS

(Summary: 23 officers and 39 enlisted 1aersonnel))

"4, The general policy of the Transportation Section has been to de-
centralize as much control as possible to the Bases and sdvence Sections and
control only such movements and matters as recuire cooréimation between the
Bases and/or Advonce Sections. The following is a statement of the general
policy? }

WY1, Gepernl Policy: Transportation facilities, installatior}s an
agencies whose oncration is confined tc one Section will be under commené and
control of the respective Section Cimmander. Transportation facilities,
ogencies and instollations whose operations extend beyond the bounderies of a
single Section will be controlled and coordinated by this Headquarters.
Control and coordimmtion exercised by this Headquarters will be accomplished
by action throush the Staff and Cormmand Agencies of the Sections and other

Comnands.,
1!12. Wﬂh%::
a — Port Cnerationg: Discharge and loading of ocean shippin

will be accomplished in the Marseille area. Consistent with security of carg
and-with the ability of the ports to periodically clesr quays, the prompt
discherge and turn around of ships will tnke vrecedence OVeEr daily port
clearance,

b — Inland Wnterways: The resumption of operetion of theﬂ In-
} 1and Waterways system will be encouragoed. To this end, cargo will be offered
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by the B2se enc .dvance Sections for movetietihl As operations 1?1‘05-‘_‘1‘855' it 1is

contenplated that this facility will be larrely utilizea to further French
internal econcmy, 0% R 3 g :

¢ — Proeurepent of Shipnins: Allocation of shipping for
delivery of supnlies from the US to SOLCC is = funetion .of ETCLS.. FProcure-—
nent of shipping for inter-Mediterranean or coastal movements will be ' 2CCOMD—
lished by this Headquarters. )

i e e i ¢ Fre : Port
facilities not reguired for military murposes will he returned to French con—
.- trol. The port capecity returned to French control will be limited to that
capacity which the French are able to clear without call upon U § Motor
Transport or rail capacity required by U S military asencies. As recuired,
action to carry out this policy will he taken by this Heedquarters nfter
consultation with Base Section Commander. :

iz, 23]

2 — Cperatjont Cperation of Railways for military purnoses
will be under Dircctor General, 1st Military Railway Service, vho is directly
responsible to the Commanding General, SULOC, This Headquarters will make
allocations of tonnaze to the various users, and will exercise suvervisory
control over loading, dischar;e and determinnatior of delivery points to the

extent considered necessary to insure orderly and efficient use of avallable
rail capacity,

b - Uge
. (l) Zail transportation will normally be utilized in ;
1ieu of motor transport for a1l hauls in excess of 50 miles. Reil transpor-

tation will be uged for shorter hauls when such use is practicatle and oper—
ation2lly sound,

' - (2) Frompt loading and discharge of railway cars being
essential to the efficient use of availahle rail capacity, Section Commanders

will insw.}re that no undue delay of erpty or loaded cars results from failure
by egencies under their commend to rromptly load or discharge.

“'4' &i:.

& ~ Personnely ZHoutine movements of personnel by air will
ve arranged between Section Commanders and local Air Transport officials,.

b - Freichts This Headquarters retains autherity for de=—
termining what freight shipped by SOLOC agencies shall move by air. Requests

for authority to ship by air will be made on this Headquarters. This Head-

guarters will also handle all matters connected with air shipments out of
SULOC or into SCLOC territory,

ﬂ!s° MCﬁQE

a - Use? Long hauls .(in excess of 100 miles turn around)
will be held to the minimum consistent with meetinz SOLGC's supply obligations.




. b — Operational Orcanization} Motor transport as:
| attached to Sections, except administratiye vehicles, will be operated un
centralized control in the Office of the Section Trensportation Cfficer,

c ~ Control of Movements

(1) Definitions:

(e) Internal Movements - Movements initiated and
ccuted within the bounderies of one Section;
movenents initiated in CONAD or in the area o
one of the Arnies of the Sixth Army Group and
executed within these respective areas. -

() Zhroush Movements — ALl movements mot within

classification of internal movements.
(2) GControl:

(a) Internal movements will be controlled by Sectio
Commanders., : : ‘ “iQ

: s %

(») Through novements will be coordinated and con—
trolled br this Headquarters, This control wil'
normally be cxercised by the issuance of routin
timing, fueling and bivouacing: ainstruet»ions"tgf} A

2 ‘ the Sections., VWhen unusual conditions make fult =
centrolized control over all road movenments
tempo.rarily desirable, this Headquarters will =
assume complete authority over all through move
ments and to the extent such moves effect in=
ternal nmovements, Kot Febl

"6, Reporta:

Reports on Transportation activities will be held to the nin-
imum consistent with this and other Headquarters receiving information require
for the orderly conduct of business. Reports now being forwarded by the =
Sections will be continued,'" ‘ ' | et
S5 * ¥ E S ¥ »* N

b MIV _ ACTIVITISS OF THE GHOUES .. OTO

"1, GControl Groun

The Auties of the Head of the Control Group are given in Exhidit
"E'.*  In seneral, most reports on operations were continued in the sare ?'9"_“";
! as in the Mediterreonean Theater of Operations. Since SCLUC °_Pe.mf’e?'at 19%?#; s
'; semi~independtly from Communicatlons Zone BICUSA, it was not necessary t:u .
' adopt the same reporting procedures and reports as used by Vthaj;,Hegdqu‘ar ,:;:F'f,,
In order to keep the UCCT CON ZOKE BTCUSA promptly imformed on port SPETEr o
in Southern France a daily telephone report on pperationi is submitte tgggm
. from the Office of the Transvortation Cfficer, DELTA BASE Sectlon to the U °
Attached Bxhibit "J"# ig o 1ist of all recurring reports required by this
" office. Exhidbit "K"* is o 1list of all recurring reports required fron thia-,_. i
. office, (*NCTE: Zxhibits H, J, and K KT included in extracts but avamab;g RRt
- in file for documentatiocn). R AL
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2. Air Groun

a ~ Uncder the Mediterrgnean Theater the Lir Group was the
official screening agency for 21l requests from the ground forces for air

transportation. In ETCUSA this screening is done by the Air Transport
Command., Sks

b - To insure that a centrzlized control is maintalned and tha
adequate records are available to ascert-in tonnase of =ir shipnents, Staff
Menorandun Fo. 2, Zg SVLLC dated 4 January was -ublished and 2 letter,
subject: "Request for air Transportetion of Freisht," wns sent to DELTA
BuSE Section nnd Continentsl sdvance Section.

a — The “urncse of this group is to carry on the functione of
baggase as outlined in current Var Departrent publicntions anc. to serve as
2 clearing agency for the collecticn of information rclating to bacgage
schedulec. to arrive, arrivins, stored, forwarded, in transit, or shipped
fron the Theater with the exception of ~ersonnl effects of deceased, missing

In action, interned, or capturecd personnel which remsins a Quartermaster
function,

b ~ The work entails inguiries and claims of lost and unclaimed
bairage relative 4o ship, ecnvoy, vehicle, rail, truck or airnlane which
calls for an elatorate set of records of loadins and discharging of veesels,
force numbhers, bills of 1ladini, nasscncer lists, manifests and transportation
cabin bascare lists, airway 13111;-,, railway cxpress woybills to be used for
’??e?eme ant proper sereening nf basrage. Cord indexes are mnintnined show-
ing the movement of 211 incoming and out-oing bazgase until it is delivered
foyowmer or shimed to effects demot at Konsas City, Mo.

¢ ~ 3ase Sections have been contacted and a coordinating opera-
Uing procedure esta®lished 4o forward basmase of individuals anc units %o
OWDeTS 0 insure that basaze is receivekc’.,‘ forwarded, stored, inspected,
.processed, packed. and crated, shipped in accordance with current Theater
policies and that unamthorized matter of inflarmable and. explosive nature
1&:; not placed ahoard ship, Supervision, ',yrenara;ciorl, execution of certi-
ficates, forms and tass are accomplished in cormliance with letter this
BeaCquarters, subjects "Basrece Forms," datec 28 December 1944.

d ~ Definite policy in the disposition of effects of deceased,
missing in action, interned, or captured nersonncl has been set up in
conjunction with the Quartermaster of the foventh Army, Sixth army Group
and First Tectical iir Zorce in aceordance with BTCUSA letter dated 27
November 1944, file al 332,73 Py Qm, Subject: "Personsl Effects and Lost

Bagcace," and SCLUC cale referehnce 1X-19938, Citc SSTFN 738, datcd
6 Jenuary 19465, B

& - Fursunnt to WaIUUSa Cireular 121, doted 1 Cetober 1944 and
WD Letter 4G 524 18 iu-ust 1944, UB-S_SFUT-M, suhject: "Processing of
Baggnaie from Cversens," dated 29 Auust 1944, procedure for disposition
and hospitalization of "o, case and personal €fects for SCLCG territery

S
A

B it R
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was outlined in cable this Headquar‘t'ers-'fefer‘e;me LX 16417, SSTFN 151 SSGDS,
dsted 10- Decermber 1944. Frovision was nade for ba-race transprrted by air
iR restrictions to surplue emounts in SOLOC callé. feference LX 16265, SSTPN
616 SSGDS, 23 December 1944, Eead of Bongese Group had made "inspections to
ficlc installations and in collaboration with 3ase Scctions and Comnands has
agsisted in the forrmlation of a standard operatins procedure, for. tacgage
alon: with the establishment of a baccare transportation warchouse in DELTA

BAST which is to be the center of debarkation of dasrage from this teérritory
to United States, e

* % _— . o

"4, - Woter Groun : .

A — Actual control of shippins into and out of the Ports of South=
ern Prance continued under the control of MFCUSA and C in C Med after the
activation of ‘SCLCC under CUM ZCNE DTCUSA. After 1 November 1944 the duties
of the Commanders of the Naval Detachments (CCMI?.WDE'I‘S) at Toulon and
Morseille were uncertaken by the Fronch Faval Officers in Comnand ” (NCIC),

under the Frefect Maritime (CCMiE). The Frefect Maritime hag assuned Tespn= .

gibility for those duties in the Southern French coast normally perforned by
the Flaz Officer in charge, the French NCIC's (Navel Officer in Charce) are

responsite for port cuties and local -atrols, sailings of French controlled .
coastrl shimmin. and coastwise shipning es required by Prefect Maritine and.
Cormofore Lisison, American and British (CCMLAB) respectively, and the main-
tenance of swept channcls. COMLAB maintains liaison with the Prefect Mari-,
time, coordinating 211 shipping interests. The responsibility of the Flag

Gfficer, Northern Area (FCHA) is the direction of policy recerding activities
of Southeérn Fronce Ports throuch the Prefect Maritime and CUMLAB and the -

direct operational control of naval forces. !

b — With the opening of the Forts of De Bouc, To_ulon and Marseille
overations at the-bepches were ¢radually closed down. =LFHA Beach closed on
11 Septenver; DELTa Jeach closed after corpletion of discher-e of the cargo
on 20 Sepntember; CaMEL Beach closed operntions early in October.

¢ — The first Literty ships corpleted discharge ab Port De 3ouc
and at Toulon on 13 September., Three Lierties entéred Marseille on the :
afternoon of 15 September. Rehabdilitation of these ports pro-ressed rapldly
anc. by the cnd of September there were fifteen (15) full Liverty berths
aveilable in Marseille, seven (7) at Toulon and three (3) at Port De Bouc,
In spite of the remarkable nrogress in nakings new Yerths available, ships
continued %o arrive at a faster rate than they could be discharced and by th
end of Scptember serious port consestion threatenocd. To alleviate this
situation € in C Med cancelled several convoys from Africa and Italy during
the period 4 Cctoter: to 15 Cetoter. The berthins situation dmproved rapidly
at Marseillc and by 31 Octoler therc were thirty—onc (31) full Liverty
Berths; by 30 November forty-three (43) and by 31 Decémber there were forty-
five (45), With the increase in berthin” facilities the discharze of carg
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increaged more rapidly tlfian it cquid_:hé""él-eéféa fror tbe qﬁa:rs and by the
niddle of Gctobver the backpile had inéresseq to over 40,000 DVLT. The dis-
chari:e rate was & ik :

eereased on all but priority s jon and other items
A o, n- N 2 rmmmanition & :
which-could be edsily clehr ¥

SOOI o E “
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(3 ed and a1l fzéa;'_ig available comcentrated on nport —°

clearance. 3y 25 Oc%‘obér'normal'dischar;%e was resumed. 3y the.end of Noy-
ember and durin:‘Decenber there havé béer meny empty borths prior to the’
arrival of each new-convoy. The discharse rate and turn—around time of
ships has ateadily.improved. Convoy UGS_52 which completed déischarce on

31 Decem®er was turned around in less than seven (7) days and the average
discharze per ship per day was 823 DWLT '

d - Independent sailings in the Mediterrnnean for carso shins
comuenced with Convoy UGS-60, Shiws s2iling indenendently PAY be inter—
preted as "out of convoy either with or without escort! as differentiated

from "unescorted" which is "out of convoy without escort.” e
helved to speed up turn-around time of shins, '

© = In peace time the Inland Waterways of France hnve formed "an
inportant part of the transportation system. At first appearance it looked
like-a large T1ft could be obtained up the Rhone River and 1ts tributaries.
However, meny obstacles have been encountered and to date Very little use
has been made of them outside of a few hundred tons a day foT port clearance
out of Merseille and De Bouc, First, nost of the channels were Dlocked by .
Gemolishecl bridges; then extremely hich water prevented navigation. ‘“This

‘:as followed by most of the barges from Lyon and north beins frozen in the "
ce, 7 R g _ .

: ‘f = Inland Waterways are under control of the French Office ‘of
National Navization,” 4 French liaison officer has been attached to the -
SDLUQ Transport=tion Section to work with local bar~e operators in hand- .
Ung drmy ‘shivnents, It is expected that by Spring a considerable 1ift of
both 0L and- coal cen bYe nade by barse. :

; & ~ Certain reports are required from the Base Sectlon concern—
ing shipping activitics at the ports. (Apmendix Nos. 2, 3, end 4 are coples
of estimate of Supply Situation Reports Nos. 1 through 3 coverina through
30 December 1944, ‘Apoendix No. 5 covers acreement with the French Civil
Authorities regardinz the use of the ports in Scuthern France for the
handli{la", of civil supnlies). » ' ' ' €

"S. Reil Group
ww *on e

8 - The re‘habifitaition a,nd_bpérn,tion of the raillways for mililtlal’y
murposed are under the Director General, 1gt Militery Railway Servica, WAog
is directly responsiblec to the. Commandingz General, SL'I‘EOG' The Lsy MIAELe S
Railway Service has boen estatlished ag a separate command 1n mach the sgme :
manner as a 3ase Section is organized And units are assizned el
the Mi5 in the same manner as %o & Rase Section. |
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b — Within two days after the landings in Southern France the 7th
Arny was using the narrow gauge rail line from Frejus to St. Maxime to haul
armunition from DELTA Boach. At first this was only a small Diesel powered

cer but by D-5 three tronins a day were bdbeirg moved from Frejus to St. Maximo.

¢ — The first standard gauge lire ;ut into operation was Trom St.
daphael to Carnoules tc Aix en Provence which had a capacity of 3500 tons per
day. The linc from Aix north to Grenoblc wes open except for the bridges
across the Durance River at Meyrargues and the Buech River at Sisteron.
Supplies were hauled by rnil to Meyrargues then trucked to Sisteron and then

by rail to Grenoble. Lz 2 September o “ri’zc was completed at Meyrargues which
was strong enough for wc:ded reiircad .o o be Duched across even though it
could not carry an cr. vz an¢ on 15 8¢ ueisor - sinmilar bridge was completed
at Sisterone. The cerr:iLv of this 1i: . ~_ 0 toas. By 25 Septonber the
line along the casiv ~ - of th= Iacrne va. 3 a1l s far north as Lyon with a
cepaclty of 3000 tons ¥ ~ day VI¥L, and “he Sine Srom Valence to Grenoble was

open with a capacity ci 3u00 TPD,

d — The dcnands for rail tonnage exceeded the capacity of the lines
and the first UM neetirg was held on 26 Septenber at SGS Advence Hq at Lyon.
The total bids were 8423 TPD while the bids accopted totalled only 4923 TFD,
48 the lines were rchabilitated and additional rolling stock and notive power
wore added the capacitics increased rapidly. By 4 October the bids accepted

totalled 8350 TiD; by 12 October 12,000 TiD; by 16 November 14,000 TeD} by
26 December 15,000 TPD,

8. SUDDLY Group

e ok j% e ke

a =~ Wheon Project T-3-44 covering Transportation Corps supplies and
equipment for tlic invasion and subsequen’ m-ri opcrations in Southern France
was approved early in 194%, it besame th: vosp msibility of the Supply Branch,
Transportation Section, HYuadquarters, Services of Zupply, North African
Theater of Cperations o obtnin the reouived miterial and hold it in Theater
stocks,

b — Procurciorn w3 (ffected T olacing requisitions on the New
York Pert of Embavketic: . .- the requirsc., :5cms, and holding them frozen in _
depot stocks uper. rec>irt saeil thie dat: Shey were required for release for 't
shipnent to Souili n Tr1a:.mc.

¢ — Transfer .~ sur~liza to Southern Franée was accomnlished by 1
Phased requisiti-uns*® o Levsse, insuring that cach ship on initial convoys was |

; T 3 |

fittel with sufficiont Tr..asportation CGorps cargo handling gear to 1nsure -
. - 5 H : 3 C i

complete =2nd efficient d’ccharge under possible adverse conditions.

d —~ aftcr the initial convoys, Transportation Corps 9-1:)1.31}85 and
equipment were phased into each following convoy to provide a sufficient
anourt of cargo handling cquipment as the tonnage dischorge capacity e
crcased and to provide replacenent for any losses incur-ad, Simultansously
rcguisitions were placed or the New York Port of Zmbarkation for material t
for direct delivery to Southern France in order to build up stocks of
Trausportation Corps material at that point,

S _
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e — ‘Then plens for the detachment of the Southern France area
from the Mediterranean Thecater of Operations were formulated, and the
orojected closing of the Mediterranean Base Sectiorn beceme firm, a large
Dart of the Transportation Corps supplies and equipment in the depot at

that location werc shipped to Southern France to further/duild upthe
stock level. ¥

f.— The Transportetion Corps depot at Marseille was not estab-
lished until after the port had been in operation for some time, and as a
result of that situation, and the widespread arca of activity and attemdent
confusion of the originel and subsequent beach operations, & considerable
amount of supplies was scattercd about and not resovered. Material ffom the
original phased shipments is s=ill coming into the depot as 1t 1is diapovered
in depots of otvher services, or in the hands of organizations not authorized
to possess such items.

g€ — 4s a rosult of the high recovery of items on phased requisi-
tions, the very comsiderable shipments of msterisl from the depot at Oran

and the direct delivery of eupplies from the United States, the Transportation

Corps supply situation in regard to cargo hendling gear became very satis—
factory at an early date;

L.~ Upon the organization of the Supply Group at this Hond=
quarters, it was necessary to put into operation a stock record systen,
ant to procure inmediately a library of technical dnte, both of which are
primery requirements for the intelligent operation of a supply activity.
In the main, this heg been done,

i ~ It was then necessary to ascertain the Transportation a
Supply situation in Southern Frande as scon as possible, and stock recor
cards soon indicated that it was not necessary to place a maintenance
requisition on the New Yorl: Fort of Imbarketion in January 1945 for de-
livery in April 1945,

J - Expanding port operations at Mrrseille indicated that
nediun tugs were necussary for use in berthins ships and to augnent .
the available towing capaci: 7 at the port. A requisition has been place
on the New York Port of Fms:.--ation for siz nmediun tugs.

k ~ The planning < r Military Reilway operations for the
invasion of Southern Fronce was accomplished by Military Railway
Service, North African Theuter of Operations. Requisitions for loco-—
motives, track material. bridging, water and fusl oil stations and d
communications equipment wer: initlated by Military Railway Service an
processed through the Supply Braneh, Transportation Sectien, Head-—
quarters, Service of Supply, North African Theater of Ojerations. It
was the responsibility of the Supply Branch to insure delivery of this
matorial. Althouzh Military Railway Service controls their own supplies,
requisitions for their requirements are processed through the Supply Branch
Transportation Section of this Headquerters. The Supply Brancu,
Irensportation Section acts as liaison between Military BReilway Service,

FEIBARK and other Supply Services within the Theater covering railway
s2quirenents, "

=g Pl
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1 « The Supply Branch, Transportation Section, edits all Military:
Railway Service requisitions before forwarding to FEMBARK, extracts items that
can be supplied by other Services from Theater Stocks, is responsible for pro-—
curenent and follow—up of railway supply demnds' prepares reports pertaining
to these supplies, hcndles all correspondence for railway supplies and main-
teins files for sahe, meintains redurds of. Military Railway Supplies, mainiains
record of shipments and forwards this informetion o Military Railway Service. .

m ~ All supplies ordered by Military neilway Service for operations
for the invasion have been received with exception of locomotives and track
meterial. Of the oriqinal ten (10) sixty—-five (65—~ton) Diesel Electric and
eighty—-seven (87) 2-6~0 Steam Locomotives ordered, all Diesels have been re—
ceived, forty—four (44) of the 2-80-0 Locomotives have been received and the
renaining forty—three (43) 2-8-0 Locomotives are scheduled to arrive on the
SEATRAIN LaKBEUAST and SZATRAIN THXAS for discharge at Cher tourg the later
part of January 1945. 4as ‘dermolition to railway right-of-ways was found to be
less extensive than first estimated it was decided to cancel alltrack rmaterial

for Scuthern France; although some had been loaded for shipment, the bi}lk of
track material was cancelled.

n — As Gemands for motive power increased, t hirty-five (35) 2-8-0
Loconotives are being sent here from North Africa, and thirty (30) are being
diverted from shisments from the United States destined for Italy. Twenty-—
two (22) have been received from North Africa and twenty (20) have been
diverted to Southern France fron Italy shinments, ‘ -

“’? - _H_i.hhw‘ ¢ _QI Q QQ

a — Upon the arrival of COM ZONE MTOUSA Advance Detachment at Lyon
15 September, "truck operations were proceeding over an area stretching from
the Southern coast of France to the Frovince of Haute Saone. At the lower end
of the network trucks were loaded at the beaches and ports and dispatched in
snall groups imnediately upon loading for Army destinations. Truck strengthJ
was based in two general areas at opposite ends of the liberated territory.
Comrunicetions Zone and Army truck companics Were stationed in the Marseille~
S5t. Haphael ‘area and Army Truck strength was centered at the northerxll term—
inue of* the road net. , Singly and in small groups of varying size 2-3 ton
6 x 6's speeded along the winding, tree-lined routes of France to the front.
Meanwhile, as the Port of Marseille increased the tonnage being disqharged.
increasing truck strength was ermployed in port clearance at Marseille and
Port Ue Bouc where POL increased daily in amount of discharge. A E%Hhoul‘
truck shuttle operation was proceeling at gisteron, picking up tonnage from .
the rail at Manosﬁue and carrying 1t to the rallhead at Sisteron around the
demolished railrond britges between these two points. The principal high-
woy route from the coast north was through Aix, via Manosque, Vollone,
Sisteron, Serres to Grénoble, Trom Grenoble the route lead 1'3hrcl>.ugh Voiron,
Lancin, Bourg to Lons Le Saunier, to Foligny ond £ rward to ASE's. The :
route, although mountainous south of Grenoble, han’led the traffic adequately .
thanks to the speeldy and efficient work of the Corps of Engineers in repair-
ing strategic bridges.
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b = With only two Movement Control orgenizations, the 6690th :-\.mj.
2643rd, present, movenment control was largely centered in the coast a;eaniujm
STy area, with little coverage on the long, intermedisnte exprnses ? 1r d,
The Michelin road signs were: of great value to convoy com:w.nt".ersﬁanr.. trivers
in the a®sence of any considérable amount of military signing. The mild
weather permitted biveuacing at almdst any point, although motor fuels were
available only at scattered points and 1in small amounts,

¢ — About the first of October action was taken to divert nost
UsSs Army traffic fron the Grenoble route to the Rhone Valley route, nortl}
from Aix to Vienne, thence to Lancin and along the old route through 39\11'5;.
Lons Le Saunier, Poligny and Besancon and Vescul, This new route eliminated
the safety hazards encountered on the Grenoble route and separated the -\nerican
and French traffic, French traffic continuing to utilize the Grenoble route,

- & — The latter part of September 21l traffic was diverted around
Lyon due to lack of bridzes in that metropolitan center. Movement Control
organization was bezun at Marseille on 25 Sentember. Traffic Fosts were
oot up at Vienne, atx, Lancin and Bourg. This layout azreed upon by Con
: and Con 3ase representatives was operated by Deraonnel

1ent Control Group newly arrived from Corsica. &Heliable

Statistics gt this period were practically impossible’ to obtain. However,
2 check of Traffic Control Posts at Sisteron on the Grenodle route on 20
September revealed that 800 trucks passed throuch bound north for Army

& = about the 4th of November, with the organization and in-
“Stallation of Continental Advance Section at Dijon, a Movement Control "
; € 8t Dijon and Trafsi, Oontrol Fosts at Dijon, Macon, LensTes, S
' : began operation. The 6690th personnel who had
ontrol Fosts in CUNAD .ren were then withdrawn

he Army,  Abvout the 15tp Uctober central Movement Control -
functiong y

°T® exerciged : ir CUM ZONE MTUUSA Advance
Detachment A1l €0 for the first time by

; convoys w 1 ich Group of Transpor-
tation Section, ! y8 Were Cl.eared Oy the Highway I

C ¥ = Truck Strenzth in the Comrunications Zone was centered in
the Marseille aree and reinforceq t0 & great extent by Army truck companies,
Squipment of the 897¢h, 535th, 437th, 4504n and other AhA Battalions was
accomplished ang aided éreatly in handling the truck cormitnments,.

& = 48 of the 24¢n September rail capacity from the Marseille
area to Vesoul wags 1200 tons with all other Army tonnage arriving by
truck and plane, 1, the area north of Grenoble 320,000 troops were being
supported, of which 40,000 were Army, 25,000 Air Corps, 100,000 Division
+. Amno was being delivered at the rate
Prlies were arriving at the rate of 5
Cf Signal Corps aunrplies, 100 tons were
and 100 tons for the French, Crdnance II
ate of 100 ‘tons per day for the French

of 500 tong per day, Medical gy
tons per week per Aivision,
arriving daily for U 8 troops
and IV were coning in‘at the r
and 100 tons for U.S, . .

n
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h — COM ZONE truck strensth as of the 20th September was.princi-
pelly concentrated in Marseille arcas., Eighteen (18) truck companies were :
in operations, of which six (6). were DUKW, The 437th and 897th 4ui were boing
equipped and activated ns the 284th QM s~nd 285th QM Battalions, with three
compenies each. . In addition the 7040th Itelian FOW Battalion was in operation
hauling ammo '_1n convoy to the Army dump at Surcoing from Beaches.

i — On the 26th of CctoYer truck & trencth at Marseille consisted
daf eisht (8) U'S Truck Compenies; ten (10) A&a Truck Compenies, -ten saleh)s 5
Italian Truck. Conpanies, five'(55 French Truck Groups snd o civilien drdver
pool of 213 vehicles and 131 civilian vehicles, This total truck s trength
of 2,535 vehicles; due to hich deadlineb and operating a1ff IcRI bt
sulted in an sctual working truck strencth of 1670 vehicles. Jeadline rates
were 30% for U S controlled vchicles and 40% for French military. At this
tine four (4) U S Truck Companies were averstins in the.7th Army ared. Seven
(7) Prench groups with strencth of 1,360 vehicles were operating 4n the First
French Arny aren. Abcut the 10th Cctover the use of OCM ZUNE trucks for, long
hauls were embar;oced by CUM ZLXE NTLUSA idvance Detachment and rail lines
beran to cerry the tulk of Army roquirements in increasing amounts, . .l .

§ = On 1 December 1944 vehicle strength was distributed as follows:

'A't IJIarseil-}-—C.'Il...a.---o-..lll-lil.ll."'..glssg vehicles .
s GL’I;“L'U-)--ooo--o..oooo.--cn-.5001--0""‘.".'.".‘535 ‘

Gth .2.\.I‘I:]y G'I'Ouppo-a--.-o.-..--.a.o----.--..2|533

These figures .include U.S. Military, French Military, civilian end Italian
operated vehicles. abcut 10 December 1944 DELTa BASE truck strencth at
Marseille_ hit = peak of 3,200 vehicles =né truck strength wos then reduced

at that point with diversicns to the Sete-Ansoulen oneration, 7th Arnmy,

First French .irmy nnd OUNaD, At present DELTs IuSE gruck strength is approxi-
mately 2200 vehicles and CONAD truck strength is approximately 765 vehicles.

k — Barly in December 10-ton seni-trailers anc S5-ton tractors for
twelve (12) Truck Comp-nies becen arrivin: at Merseille. This equipnent had
P?Bn. 'r]?‘]',p,p.necl and requisitioned in August 1544 by Chief of Transportation,
HaTuuSa, Adcitional carrying canmacity of this equipment as compsTelve iy
the conventicnal 2—1/2 ton 6 x 6.is aiding greatly in cleerance in Marseille,
The arrival of 2-1/2 ton 6 x 6 COE, lons wheel base trucks at Merseille in .
December was an added help in port clearance. .

1 — The 100th'and 103rd Infantry Divisicns nlus the 14th Division
were nmoved from Marseille to Army Area in the second week of November. -Cn the
16th of November the 1st DMI (French Infantry) noved to the Dordeaux area
from First Frehch srry Territory. This same unit was moved back to First
French army area on the 30th of Decemher. Infantry elements of the 63rd,
4end and 70th Infantry Diviesions were nrved from Marseille to Arnmy Area on the
15th of Decenmber. These moves of lorge tactical units were completed success-
fully with security despite the grest distences, prer communications and
scarcity of re;ulating personnel. .

n ~ On November 9th this Headquerters assumed functions of

coordination of 211 hishwav noves with Headquarters COM ZONE ETOUSA, oth
L ey ; i e 5
CUM ZCWZ ZTUUSA Sections and 3rd Arny. '

T
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n ~ Since the 10th of Wovenmber driver strength of all units in

SULUC has been creatly increaseq under ETUUSA directives mernitting forty-—
five (45) extra drivers in addition

: to strength specified in T/O & B 10-
57. This prosram has been hindered by the low priority assisned to per—
sonnel TequiSitiOPIand.the,shortage of colored ériver reinforcements.
o—-—-_D’n 30 January 1945 a no'o‘i"of ap-roxinmately 1000 vehicles
hegan assenbling at Jijon, Inabilit} oF rail—lines to forward tonnagce
to Army madg a larze scale truck operation the only alternative means to
dischargze SULUC respensibilitieg. o (4) Truck Companies equinred with
10~ton semi-trailers ang tractors were fiw{iwn from VELTA 3iSE. Six (8) v
Truck Companies equipped With 1C-ton semi- trrilers and tractors were drawn:
from other CCH ZUYE ZTQUSA Sﬁc;ions- el vehicles will be reinforced
with 200 to 300 trucks.from GUIiL s%re;{.:-,;vaﬁd_ will shuttle sumnlies from
Jijon, Lan.res and Is pur Tille %o Armys‘a;mns north and west of Zpinal,
Trda operation will continue until rail ca:;city to Army dunmps equals
ATRy needs, o 4 &

aF e
* 3%

a2 - Criginal ser
proved inadequate to Supnlv
OUl ZNE MTGUSA sdvanae. &

Novenber and 1944 in Decg

vice tI‘OOTJB' as set up on ViaGLON TI‘OOP List,
the increased responsibilities placed on

. BTWSA provideq 7412 T.C. Service Trrops in
emder to ease this situation.

b ~ Studies ‘have beep nade end presented on Transportation. Corps
troops required to neet various situations, i.e-,

(1). To make 1g% French Army self supporting

(2) T Suppor &E‘idi'tior.al‘ Irench T300pS

{8) 7o hand1e additional territory to be added to SOLOC
4 (4) 1o |

2 bring SOLOC to maximun capacity
. "9, Adninistrat:

4
Ye Zrapch

Ll % i i g ®osk

a = Jetermined personne’ to M2 brought from Italy to France.

b - Oreanined Transgor

& 2 J &
. tation Section and assigfned personnel
to various Iranches aid Gyc:

=

¢ — Frepared Offiee

b . Mamorarduz cutlining luties and recponsi-
bilities of Heads of Zronches

2al. functions of Groups.

d ~ Secured office syace in new Headquarters builcding and organ—
ized move. '

B ' s _ ;
¢ - Deternines and controls office functions and procedures.

&

- o ol
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"10, ZFlapning Branch
oW L I % %
2 — Since the invesion of Southern France activities of the

Flanning 3Branch have been limited to & study of territory to be covered with

a particular ermmhasis upon existing transportation facilities and their

state of repair. ZEstimates and forcasts of requirenents and capacities of
principal rail lines have bheen prepared.

"11. Moverents Grour:

E 3 R EE

a — While it is Sh2 uaction of movemsnts %9 accept. plan and
process all bids for cwso, personnel, uaits and vehicles, the Movements
Group has been more concerned with spccial moves of all kinds due to the
conditions existing in the SOLOC aren, This includes the planning, super-
vision and execution of these moves,

b — This includes movements of large units such as regiments or |
divisicns fror: the States to their ultimete destination and special movements
such as exchange of repatriates, displsced persons, refugees, etc. One such
nove involved approximately 9,000 individuals. :

c -+ Since rail has been limited, normal high priority rail bids
have been handled as & re;mier operating procedure, These moves have, in
most cases, been very urger’ 2nd nccessitated constant supervision, Cargo
such as coal, PCL, and other daciy ncedes materials were controlled in a like
manner by the Cargo Unit of Movements Group,
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APPENDIX NO, 1
Chapter VII
HEADQUARTERS

COMMUNICATIONS ZONE
EUROPEAN THEATHR OF OPHRATIONS

GO 61 3 Nov 194L
Establishment of Southern ILine of Comymnications — — = = = = = = = = = = = I
Announcement of Assignment — — = = = - - 2 - .- m ..o g ey N B IT

i -~ XESTABLISHMENT OF SOUTHERN LINE OF COMMUNICATIONS

Effective 20 Novembor 194l the Commmnications Zone, Buropean Thoater
of Operations, U.S, Army, is charged with the administrative and loglstical
support of the Sixth Army CGroup and attached Alr Forcos, To accomplish
this mission, a Southern Lino of Communications is ostablishod within tho
Communications Zono, Europcan Theater of Operations, U,S, Army,

IT ~ ANNOUNCEMENT OF ASSIGNMENT

For the purpose of administering the Southern Line of Communications,
Communications Zone, Buropecan Thoater of Operations, Major Genoral T,B,
laridn is assignod in command thorof, and for this purpose is appointed
Deputy Commandor, Communications Zono, Buropean Theoatcr of Operations,
U,S, Army with station at APO 750.

By command of Liocutenant Gonoral LEB:

R.B. LORD, -
Brigadioer General. GSC, Chiof of S+aif

OFFICIAL:
(s) R.B, Lovobs

(t) R,B, LOVETT
Brigadior Genoral, USA, Adjutant Gonoral

DISTRIBUTION:
o8




EEEMET N, 2

b
‘ She y:co TIN
HEADQUARTERS SOLOC
OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION OFFICER
APO 39 ~ U S ARMY
4 Decomber 194l
MEMORANDUM TO: G-U4 (P)
SUBJECT * Estimato of Supply Situation ~ Report No, 1, e

I - PORT OPERATIONS

Tho average daily cischarge fo- all port faciliitive for week onding
26 Yovember was 19,187 lcng tone of Aenoral carg); 2, %20 long tons of wheoled
vehieles; total c2 2t 59 lorg tone, Cargo dawk pilod Zr ports at ond of
perdod (26 Wovorbo:) vas 10,175, icrz toas; sad 122, 30+ ..cug bors of cargo
Tremained. a’boa.rd:slr'.p; Tu ba unicaced,

1T . ~ . HIGHUAY

Presont truck strongth in SOLOC and Army aroas is not adequate for
present and expected requirements, However, the eight (8, now truck com-
panies presently being o uipped for SOLOC witl 1N-tor semi—trailors and 5~ton
tractor trucks, tie ten 10, compenius prasently enrcutc “rom the Zone of .
nterior to SOLOC, the ten (10) Sumpenics being loanod by ETOUSLA to Sixth Amy
Group, togethor with Fronch and dmorican Truclk companios prosontly vporating,

aro expocted tc provido sufficiont 3rucks to alleviaio tho orcsont critical
truck situation, : '

1TI#° % L RATY

The major Supply channol for 6th Aruy Group, atiacicd £+ir Forces and for
in COMAD 45 by reil rorth from Mexsciiie. Tao total capa
clty of this raij conn . ;tior is about 14,000 DWLT por ¢ar, Distribution to
76h Arny and gt Fronch Army is from the vicinity of Dijon to railheads in the
Epinal-lq;novillo and Besencon arcag rospoctively, Avorage lail;” dolivorios
by rail to Tth Army and 1at French Army during the poericd 27 Votr-mbor to 30
November inclusive woro 3,600 DwIa per day and 2,000 DVIL: por day rospoctively, £

IV ~ TROOPS

8o original DRAGOON Troop List provided a "Divecdon. Slige" of about
43,000 ren, Howover:, ohis wae dus 1o inclusion of a larg proportion of
support.ing rathol $uan ssAian r0ops, In addition tho ~cope of tho operation
was limitod to carture o Marsaille aind Toulon and t5 an advance about 225 milos
up the Rhone Valley, imo %, tho addition to date of scven (7) combat divisions
without a proportionzio incriass in sorvice troops, the division slico now stands|
at aboul 39%,000 non.  Exbension of the lino of commin®cuiions by 200 milos over ;
that originally contomlated has adagy g furthor loai, 1..3 situation is now
undor study by '+ 3 nnd doteile of status and rocaironos i« -7 17 ba givon in
subsequent ropo-is wl . seastliasion with vha; Stale Egntdcn,

|
V ~ PIPELINE & INLAN, WATTZRE: 7O }
We 78 |

f
|
|
|
|
!
1
|

To be.coverac in subsoquant veporis,



APPENDIX Yo, 3
(Chapter o, VII)

HEADQUARTERS SOLOC
OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION OFFICER
APO 39 — U S ARMY
19 Docember 1944
MEMORANDUM TO: G-} (P)
SUBJECT : Estimato of Supply Situation — Roport No, 2

I —~ PORT OPERATIONS

a.. JDally avcrago discharge at ports of Southcern Franco:

Wook Ending Gonecral Uarszo Wheceled Vehicles Bulk POL  Total
3/12 15,017 1,443 1,761 18,221
10/12 19,151 : 1,073 . 2,5u8 22,772
17/18 17,644 1,155 2,884 21,683
b, Daily average port clearanco for the same pca'ribd:"

Wock Ending. Goneral Cargo Whocled Veohiclos Bulk POL Total
3/12 75359 7,547 609 12,516
10/12 5s572 g, 711 691  1h,o7h
17/12 6,010 Tylll 358 13,479

Cargo on quay 17 Docombor — 18,795 DWLT

ce 4s of 1800 hours 17 Doccmber, 32 ships woro discharging
at ports of Marsoillc and Do Bouc; two (2) woro awaiting borth and throo (3)
woro reoady to sail,

11 — HIGHWAY

a, Oporations for tho past two wecks havo boon confined to
port and railhoad cloaranco, Long distance vohicular moves have becon confinod
to owor SOILOC road nots and organizational movos, Ordnanco stock transfors
or supply movos by vchiclos not under SOIOC control,

b Tho following arc figuros of vchiclos oporating in SOIOC
on the dato indicatod?

Total Doadlinod Acet
Dato Vohicles Working Deadlinod No Drivers
DELTA BASE*ILE;lE 2,832 2,178 551?.; 102
CONAD 13/i2 303 182 10 17
3,135 2,360 656 119

* Avorago of day and night shifts,

ce Hquipmont and training of 12 nowly arrivod truck companics




-

3
with ton~ton somi~trailors and trist>= t~uclzs is progrossing as rapidly &3
ossiblo, 111 now vohiclc’ gguipmont iz Lrowetcd to be roady for fagus 7

10 Janmuary 1945, e

.d,., inonéhauls 'by"tmck are confined to isolated moen
gency shipments which'arc thotrolighly serecnod,

IIT - BAIL
2, Tho capacity of Ehonc Valloy linos romains tho sam
14,000 TPD through to 31 Docombor 19ul, Full tonnage still not utilized, [

~+ b, POM Conforonco allocatod full comhitmonte for comix

%griod 21-31 Docormbor inclusivo, boing neccossary to cut 675 tons from total
de, '

: 8 ¢, ' "Tomnago capacity from Imnovillc to Saarobourg now 3
not tons por day to bo incrcasod to 4500 TPD when doublio traclk intp  Habermss
._co@lgﬁgﬂ,_abmxb;20}.'36@1301-’ and adoguatc dispatching circuits aro ostablisie
also_about semo dato, Estimato for linc from Sarrcbourg to Strasbourg is tw
..wooks, whon tunncl botwoon theso two points is complctod, Within 3 days afte
. ‘oponing of <tunnol now estimated on 25 Decombor, MRS will bo ablc to handle

4500 TPD through Bpinal to Strasbourg or any portion of it to distancos short
of Strasbourg, ‘ _

o e o P dy Oars undor load romaincd a problom, particularly iz N
Ath-Army Ares; avoraging considerably about daily ostablishod-avorago of 500
‘cars, TFurthor, a backlog of ovor 1000 cars awaitod movemont into Tth Armmy

Bailhcads, Cablo issuod to 6th Army Group and Tth Army dirccting actlion to M
men‘ (4 ¢ ; . i [ - " 3 _‘. ;

e 2

V. o
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APPENDIX o —4

( Chaptor VII )

HEADQUARTERS
OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION OFFICER
APO 39 — U S ARMY

1 January 1945
MEMORANDUM TO: G4 (P)

SUBJECT ? Zstinatc of Supply Situation — Roport No. 3

I -~ PORT OPERATIONS

> The Galily avorege discharge for the 14-day poriod omi-
ing 1800 hours 30 Doccmtor was:

B.ulk POL..-.......-..l0.’.....'.'..4’460 DT-)I'III
whOOlOd VOhiC].OS.o-.-.-o-.-....--. 84'0 "

Gonoral Cargoee..... cssnnisivonseesld 50 Wl
Totarl.l.b.t.-'o'.'o.l-.-'oo-..0-..19'050 u

~ Cargo afloat, romaining to be dis- '
chargod at the closo of the poriod 31,588 DWLT

" Total average port cloarance over
sanc poriod -~ ' , b
Wator (Inland Watorwoys).......e. 464 DWIT

HigIlway.l..'ll...l.....lI'.......7’840 "

P‘ail.....-.l.l.. ...... ...-.......4,670 "

12,974

Cargo romaining to bo cloarcd fronm
ut"!yS...-.-..-...-.-.--.-.....-.25,785 DWIH-‘
?This is an incroasoc of approxi-
natoly 8000 tons over that ro-
naining on tho quays om 16 Docomber)

2e During this poriod thoro has boen a very narked improvo-
nont in tho turn around timo of ships. All vossols fron UGS 61 complotely
dischargod and sailled, oxcopt two which arc under repairs, with an average
turn around timc of 7 days 17 hours. UGS 62, consisting of 16 ships was
turncd around in 6 days 18-} hours. Tho total cargo dischargod in this
convoy was 89,576 DVWLT, Tho average discharge per ship was 828 DWIT., On
tho 28 Docorbor thirtcen vessols discharged an averago of 1,115 tons por
vossel.s This dischargo was accomplishod somowhat at tho oxponsc of back-
Piling cargo in tho quoys. Cargo romaining on tho quays incroased to ap-
broxinately 19,000 DWIT during the dischargo of UGS 61, but dropped to 4,000
DVLT just boforc the arrival of UGS 62 and incroascd to almost 28,000 DWLT
at tho tino UGS 62 was complotod. Howover, nost of this cargo should bo
clecarod bofore the arrival of thc noxt COnvoYs

T Connencing with UGS 66 Convoy cycle will bo docrcased to
fivo dayse.

o

- 1 -



with ton~ton somi-trailors and Trasto™ trucls is progrossing as Toplidly os
rossiblos A1 noy 7ohicic ognipmoit ¥ wmpweted to be ro2dy fozr ia
10 January 1945, '

.

| SR RRGT & by -trudk ars. sonfined to isolated el
; gency shipments which’ars thoroughly screcnod,

i‘ IIT - BIL

s Tho capacity of Rhono Valloy linos romains tho sano
14,000 TPD through to 31 Doeombor 1944, M1l tonnago still not utilized,

b, ' POM Conforonco allocatod full combitmonts for coming

%zgiod 21~31 Doconbor inclusivo, boing nocessary to cut 675 tons from total
Be

‘ ¢, * “Tomago capocity from Imnoville to Saarcbourg now 3302
not tons por day o bo incroasod to 4500 TPD whon doubi.o traclc intp Bmbormor
;, --ComPleted--abD'&t-EO.-'Béiciembor, end’ adoguato dispatching circults aro ostablishot
" also_about semo dato, Bstimto for linc from Sarrcbourg to Strasbourg is two

- Wweoks, wilonl tunnol botwoon thoso two points is complotod, Within 3 days afte
. ‘oponing of <tunnol noy cstimatod on 25 Docembor, MRS will bo able to handle

4500 TFD through Bpinal to Strasbourg or any portion of it to distances short
of Strasbourg,

(s ol e dy  Cars under load romainod a problom, particularly in
: o qth-Army Area, averaging considerably ahout daily ostablishod-avorago of 500
‘ carsy Furthor, a vacklog of ovor 1000 cars awaitcd movomont into Tth Army

ﬁlhoada._ Cablo issuod to 6th Army Group and Tth Army dirccting action to M
F ONlg -. v or : i ."'.

¥

-
okl



APPENDIX o, 4
(Chaptor VII)

HEADQUARTERS
OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION OFFICER
APO 39 — U § ARMY
1 January 1945
MEMORANDUM TOs G4 (P)

SUBJECT ¢ Istinmate of Supply Situation — Roport No. 3

I - PORT OPERATIONS

¢ 1le The daliy avorego discharge for tho 14-day poriod ondl-
ing 1800 hours 30 Doccnboe:r was:
M}:POL.. ----- .oln.n-ol.-...l.dl'l4,460 D‘l}I‘T
%0010(1 VOhiGlOS.O-----ol-llonv.lv 840 "
Geonoral Cargoee...... IRL I L T I P Te |

Totalo---..---co--................19,050 "

' Cargo afloat, romaining to be dis- :
chargod at the closo of tho poriod 31,588 DWLT

' Total avernge port cloaranco over
gano poriod - - _ ”
Wator (Inland Wabtorunys)......... 464 DWIT

Highway.IOt...-..o...-ol-oo---ul.7’840 "
Raillt-.-..--¢nc ...... ..........!4'670 L
12,974

Cargo romaining to bo clearcd from
ILWS........-..-.....-.......c.25,785 DWI’T
This is an incroaso of apPTOXi-~
natoly 8000 tons ovor that ro-—
naining on the quays om 16 Docorbor)

2e During this poriod thorc has boon a very narked improvo-
nont in the turn around timo of ships, M1 vosscls fron UGS 61 complotoly
dischnrgod and sailed, oxcopt two whiech arc wnder repairs, with an averagoe
turn around tinc of 7 days 17 hours. UGS 62, consisting of 16 ships was
turncd around in 6 days 18-f hours. Tho total cargo discharged in this
convoy was 89,576 DWLT. Tho averago discharge per ship was 828 DWIT. On
the 28 Docomber thirtcon vessols discharged an averasgo of 1,115 tons por
vossel. This dischargo was accomplishod somowhat at tho oxponsc of back-
piling eargo in the quoys, Cargo romaining on tho quays incroasod to ap-
proxinatcly 19,000 DWIT during the dischargo of UGS 61, but dropped to 4,000
DWLT just boforc the arrival of UGS 62 and incroasod to almost 28,000 DWLT
at tho tino UGS 62 was complotod, Howover, rnost of this cargo should bo
clearcd bofore the arrival of tho noxt CONvVOY,

3 Comnencing with UGS 66 Convoy cycle will be docrcasod to
Tivo days,.

- 1 =



0 T TR A - 4 ~ av,C iafe
Ly Thoro has bopmPbdftEingiiy no nctivity in inlard wewcraas

A% the close of “ho poriod only cio Paxgr ioadod with gauvcliro was movlig &
the CONAD aroa and fif%con (18).barkes loadod with coal wero frozon iz
liontcoan los Mines, . con o ke i G o H
s dond NOXTLRNOMEHLTT TO (0550
1T . RAIL L 2 U oL oen 04wl
S YT 3¢t Batl Mno capncitios in not tons per day arc rcvisod as
gho;-:n for poriod 1 - 10 January 1945 and bids wore accopted on tho rovisod
nsiss : ; mitgnr LI D K
Mirsoillo -~ Valonco - 15,000 DVWLT it ,
Velenco ~ Dijon 12,000 "
Dijon - Iangres 9,000 "
Langros-Barisoy La Coto 3,000% HCH
~ Barisoy Ia Coto-Toul-Nancy—Blainvillc 2,000% "
y Longros ~“figinal - 6,000 "
Opinal — Blainvillo 6,000 -.-1%.
- Blainville — Strasbourg 4. 500# M
'w  St. Raphasl- sz v - . AL 2. 030
«  AMx < Gronodblo'’ RPVTS V3 @
"~ Valened - Gronoble , © 3.200 "
@ronoble ~ Dolo © - : , 3,000 "
Dolo ~ Bosancon 7,500 .
Dijon - Dole (Zithor Direction) 4,500 "
- Bbsancon - Vesoul : -~ 3,000 .
Vesoul - Iure (via Aillorvillors) 3,000 "

Noto:—* The commitment of 2,000 not tons per day Houfchatcau-Toul-Nancy..
Blainvillc is contingont wpon confirmation of tentative understanding with
Hg 2nd IBS that ‘they can hondlo thie tonnago, Tho rall distonce Lengros—
Blainvillo by, way of Toul-llancy is only 2 Kns, groator than DY Way of Hpind
and on account ‘of oporating conditions and grados the S.N.Ce.Fe stato thoy
cen handlo 1200 gross tons por train Noufchatopu—-Toul-Nancy a8 CoIharod to
800 grosstong por train by way «of Hpinal, -

# Boforring to sodéond paragraph lottor 17 Doeombore Oponing of linc througd
tunnels botwoen Sarr bourg end Savorno 22 Docorbor pormits tho handling of
4,500 tons Sarrcbours t6 Strasbourg arca. With: corplction of Qoublo tpaclk
ond-improvonont in commmunications and othor faeilitics will incroasc thig %

$,000 rhotie dign mgedgeceys 1 B . o= AN
o, ety s s i e e Sl ,

@ At ,r’é&ﬁgg’d_“ﬁi‘;ﬁfmc;ﬁ_aééqpfﬁb’-'grs,dos -and powor conditions, tho 2,000 ton

conmpn;qqﬁ;,.flrjffﬁi;;’qg;?y-f;dgimgg Aix to Gronoble is withdrawn and thig ¢op.

nego added ¥o the IMdno Rivor fonnago Marseillo to Dijon.' Will continyg .

hi’l}dliﬁg,?ﬁﬁwoiﬁdh lﬁy i{r&iﬁﬁf“’ﬁi}c—{}ranoblc'.‘ n train of Red Cross Suppligg

and suchotﬁér_m;iltarymwﬁonts‘aﬁ nay do nocossary via that route,

: 2 Y eondiacrhBi backlog ofunlondod cars occurrod during
last portion bf Dogombor, it”1200: hours- 24 Docombor a 48-hour ombargs yas
put on-all loadings for COWAD,"7th Arny and First -Froach Army ITOH Margoillo
aroes At rogulating stations pifd forygrd railhcads norc than 8 days supplio®
vore in railway cars abaiting unloading or movomont into railhoads fop g
loading, At this writing, no substantial roduction has boon offoeteq,

*

7 Lo
“ B e .



3e .A.‘b bhe close of the period loaded cars 'at railheads in
thc forw'u:'d arca were as followse

FEED L o e QAS =TTl 360 ERts ]
7th Army . 762 S
Alr Corps b 248 Vi g
“ Euid, 1lst Fronch Arny - 630
' ; Pobgl..c | & o : 3,000
IT1 . HIGHWAYS - N
.1.. Notable highway porsonnol noves in the last two"fro'oks

weres
1st DMI (Fronch) from Angoulome to Inmovillp
42nd Division from Marscillo to Motz
70th Division fron Marseillo to Sarrcbourg
63rd Division Ffarcnd Marseille to Sarrobourg

2s Provious instructions prohibiting cargo through Lyon haw
beon roscinded this Headquoritcrs. A traffic control station and bivouac
arca havo beoon ostablishced at Lyon and nost northbound traffic will now
flow through that citye Tho following are dally a¥orago truck statistics
for Docom‘bor 13th to Docombor 26th: :

Total : Doadlined Acct
Tghicl Workine  Doadlined No Drivors - : 1
DEITA BASH 2,955 2,213 B85 i et AU b g
CONAD . _ 320 215 104 el -
TOTAL . 3,275 - 2,428 689 168

: i+ Be 'I‘ho follow::.ng northbound trni‘fic noved ovor SOLOG ronds
d-uring two woek poriod cnding 29 Docombor:

s

L O o S S S et E}C;TIQELTJL BASE X GONAD'
| Nu.m‘bcrv of“-cﬂar,gb vohicf‘i."{:{fé"‘ 3 549'{ e e *340 i
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a - Tho loconotivo smtuatlon in Southora Franco is stoad-
ily being rolicvod with an incroaso in tho number of locomciivos loaded on
oach convoy, Twonty—four (24) 2-8-0 locomotives have bcon received up to
and including UGS-62 convoy, with ton (10) more on UGS 03 against roquisi-

tion A-194, covoring Southorn France requircmontse =IEMBARK adviscs that
four (4) locomotivos havc boon set up for floating on JGS..64 convoy and
six (6) for UGS-65 convoy against this requisitions Tho remaining 2-.8-0
loconotives on requisition A-194 will bo floated on tho SZATRAIN LAKGHURST
and TEXAS along with othor locomotives for ETOUSA., SBATRAIN LAKTHURST and
TEXAS will dischargo at Chorbourg, with the LAKGHUBST schedulod to arrivo
13 January 1945 and tho TEXAS 21 January 1945,
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b .- Tn 2ddi%icn *o +tho 2.8 0 locomntives roquestod on 24
roquisition the zowrlulnz thirtyeiivo (32) - 8.0 !

arc boing shipped hors, of which sixsuca (L8) alroady hawo boon rocoivsi,
Shipping Order MRS-70 covers tho remaining ninctoen (19) which will be £loa
od as fast as shipping space becones availablc. In this casc cach convoy
out of Oran is lifting locomotives for Southorn Froncoe.

c -y PR ve v =

LEBOIZI ST WIE 2. NCINE LTy

¢ — Thirty (30) 2-8-0 locomotivos arc boing diverted o
Southorn Franco from locomotives destined for Italy in Italy bound convoys
agalnst requisition A-180 covoring Italy requiroments. Sixtcon (16) iacom-
tives in comncction with this divorsion hevo boon rocoived, with four (4)
noro in UGS-63. It is oxpoctod that divorsion of the romaining ton (10)
can bo accomplished by UGS-65 or 66 convoy completo tho total of thirty
(30) to be divortod.

d - Loconotive roquircnents for Southcern France wore gs-
tinated at ton (30) 65-ton Dicsel electric and cighty—scvon (87) 2-8-0
Stoan locomotives sovored by requisition A-194, Buo to wthor Arny carge
having priority for dock Loading over locomotives PEMBAR” was unable to
neot original phasod scheduic on locomotives for this Thacators Thordforo,
thirty (30) '2-8-0 locomotives arc being divorted fronm shinmonts to Italy
and thirty-five (35) brought in fronm North Africa to roticvo tho motive
power shortage horo,.

e —~ Thoro will ho a total of 162 Dicscl and Stoan 1gcg.
notives brought into Southorn France as ngainst the nincty—soven (97)
originally roquesteds In view of this ahd at tho rate they arc boing Lo -
od, unless tho unforscen happons, it is rcasonably cortoin that thero winy
bo no shortage of motive powor in this aron by the ond of Januarys

f .. BTOUSA has advisod that upon discharge of SOLOC 1.
conotives from the SEATRAIN LAXEHURST and TEXAS loconotivos can bo assonbe.

lod at tho rato of six (6) por day and forwarding to.SOLOC will o ompog.
it cde

g - A roquost was placod on ITOUSA for fiftcon (15) 650
HePs Dicsol locomotives to handlo porsonnol and hospital tralns througy
tunnel between Sarrobr.rg and Savornc. Tho vontilating syston was con.
plotoly denmolished and MRS advisod thoy could not handlc thosO B¥De trayns
through longthy tunnol cxcept with Diosol jpowors Iight (8) of those Diogals
were nade availoblo immodiatoly with tho additional scvon (7) 0 Do fypy -
ishod as nocoded. 1st Military Railway Sorvico is to doliver o 2ng

Mlitary Railway Sorvico one (1) Stoan locomotive in oxciange fOT oach
Dicsol locomotivo cocoivode : ’

- h - On hand in Southern France arc tho following Diggqy
and Stean locomctivess ' ' ‘

65—ton Dicscl-Blectric —~ 18
2-.8-0- Stean Loconotives— 56

Loconotivee Gues



Iton " Quantit

Rog'n. 4-19¢  2-8-0 Stoan ol i S
*¥2.8—-0 Stoan 10 MR ’:’

¥¥0 9.0 Stenn 19 . Ladrile
u--. ;‘ i 0: i 5 g
Noto. ¥ .cTo bo diverted from Italy rcquircnonts.
** To bo shippod from North Africae -

"

: 2o Bridoing — Rnilrged A
- A1l shipnonts of railrond bridging uwp to and includ-
in Docomber roquircmoats, for Soubthcrn France have boon recoiveds.

D -~ I&llit&.’"y Aailway Sorvice roquisitions TRANSeIVed-157
has boen approved by 7 Iv:.B.rﬂL and. Washingbon for 2000 linecal foot of bridg-
iag.and 700 tons of trostling to Do delivered nonthly boginning in January
uritil the ond of hostiliti Of

. .
- p

S o Shp)"ﬂ.xwa of thig bridging are alroady sct up for
Janu.s;ry, ‘Fobruaryx until March doli‘o‘ory, mth subscquent shipnonts to be sct

up for followinr months if roquired, -

I PR

_ 3e Car Asscnmbly Plng,_p_
i B - P .
a — A car assombling plant is now under construction on

Piocr "R" at Marscille for tho purposc of asserbling approximatoly 18,000
various types of railway carse

ek b — This progrnn to bo carriod out by tho 756th Railway
Shop Ba'l‘v‘hal'lon under the diroctlon bf tho Dircctor Gonoral, 1lst Military

Railway Scrvice, Tho presont progran cells for tho assombling of 100 cars
per daye 1

; .¢ — Thoso XD enrs worc requisitioned by ETOUSA for roquiro-
nonts in N01‘1:11.01-1_1 Fr'mco and it is not known whethor any of this oquipmont
will rona:!.n in this arca. o

‘_._._. ‘A__, gl

:& — Latcatb infornetion from PEMBARK indicates that tho
jnitial shipmdntc ot thoso KD is expaectod to comc forward im two (2) vossols
in UGS-64, Tfollowcd by two (2) vossolstin’ U8S..65, Additicnal ships will
bo assigil’udj to handle full ecargoos af Railway cars on a 2,2,1 basis: or- _
nonéing i with UGS..B'? _sonvoy. and continuing uﬁt{il all cars aro shipliodc It

15 0xpottod ‘that”this . procesg wh 31 rc}quiro shijgnqnts ovex & poriod. of six
nonths fdr coﬁp’lctlon,q * : g e 00

S0
2 Cia : O Pl bt et
‘--n : RS :

s G Tea, Rias
o L lmrgoo.; sot up curronvly for tho fivat four railway
sar SHOPS aro identical and arc as Tollowss

I¥po, Quonbity
Cistecrns 20
Refrigerotors . 20
Gondolas, LS, 40-ton- 10
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fhael) ; Quantity

Wor Flats, 56-ton o8 7 20
Bmﬁ Vans, 80-ton il 10
Go olas, HS, 20-ton 100

Plus the requirod numbor: of Box Cars, 20-ton, to fill ship to capacity, It
is ostinatod that oach ship will carry betwoon 150 and 200 Box Carse -

4y Air Section

a — Thero is subnittod herowith a roport of air oporatiags
for the period 1 Decembor to 31 Decenbor 1944:

N . (1) To moct warranted domands there was arransed adr
transpértation for the following pounds of freight:

(a) Fron points within MIO to SOLOC -~ 12,224
(b) TFrom points within SOLOC to MIO - 4 @15

(e) From U S to SOLOC - 12,002
(d) From SOIOC to U S — 520
(o) Intra SOLOC : 2,940
(f) Fronm points in ETO, outsido S0LOC
to S0LQC ~ 51,615+
TQtﬁ;..o.'..-o..o.il.-.l-. 93.916

g Woto! — * Includos a spocial 1ift of
45,000 1bs from UK to Hancy

b - Pioight actually arrived in SOLOC fron poriod covopg

encnd W

YL ag Follows:

39,004 1bs,

(13 M0 to SOLOC -

(2) lnrseillo to Dijon -~ 21, ,516
(3) Dijon to Marseills - - . l2.
(4) U S to SoLoc -~ 15,017 "
(6) Fron points in ETO outsido

k SOLOC to SO0LOC . -~ £8,329 "

TOtD.l o "".l&u143.8.78 "

s ¢ — At tho prosont timo thoro doos not oxist o tonnape
allocation apnlicablc to SOLOC for froight shipment from U.S. In foct,
total allocations has slightly docroasode Futuro requosts fron Supply on.
Vices for air dransportation of freight from U,S. should be adoquatoly
cortalnod to be of an oporational and urgent naturc so as to preventg Doa‘
sible overdraw against ETO tonnago snd to insuro that SOLOC rcquests arg
fully considcrod,

R



. _ _ APPENDIX NO, 5
ol A (Chaptor VII)

[

1 December 1944 ’

L % i
b
v

-_.:.: Srin: '-...!. '.: 2 id
2 AG‘I&)E&/IE.L\I‘I‘ B“’TWEEIT SOUTH_.RN LINE OF COmIUI\TIGATIOHS AIID FHENGH
o s 'OI‘VS[I: OQFFICIALS AS TO IMPORT. OF FRENCH CIVIL SUPPLIES INTO i
e annidd 2. : PO*{ES or SOU”}BRN FRAICE it
~Lle AL m moot:.n&, held in Transport-wtion Off:l.cor's offico,
Marsdillc, on 1 Doccaboer 1944, agrcomonts as indicated im this paper wero
roachecd on tho imporc:r.np- of Fronch civil supplios into tho ports of Southern
FI‘QII-COU

Za Thosco attonding tho nodting woro!
Brig. Gene 3a 9o Stowort, Transportation Officor, SOLOC
Col., Re He Clarkson, Transportation Officor, DBLTABASE Scetion
Mrg:Hs Ae Chardon, Diroctor of Transports Maritines
Hr, As B. Bouchor, Officc of tho Dircctor of Ports
Mr. G. LoBeol, Chef d'Expléitation du Port do Marsoillo
Mr., A<Ps Plinois, Diroctor of Works of Chamber of Cormorco

3¢ " -DPORT DeBOUC AREA:

o gl . de'  DPort St, Lomis du.Rhone: It was agreod. tha.t ¢argo -
can be accopted at Port Ste Louis du Rhonos -Clearance of this cargo to bo
arrgnged.ontirely by Fronch officials and to bo accomplishod through the uso
of trucks and rivor-bargéss French ‘officials will not requost rail ‘clcar-
ance for this cargo &%  the prosent tinec.or in.the immodiatc futures Two.
borges roquired for storage purposcs arc now &t Toulon and 1t was agréod
that arrangomonts could be nad.o locally for their tra.nsfor to Port S’a. Iaouis
du '.E!hono. i ; . - e ¢

. ik =N e

Lole, o2 'b.‘ = Cg;onte' It Twas agrood. thaﬁ one. 'borth Q;u.,y Vcrnink

would bo alloca,tod to tho Fronch civil officials for the dischargo of :groin
end nutss Tho quay allocated is tha quay at which tho Villo a'Algor is sunk,
Cloarance. of this quay is possible by mochanical ‘transporter from quay to
factory which is locatod in :tho ‘immediate vicinitys ‘It was further:agrocd
that the rofined oil rosulting frod procdssing griin and nuts.would bo
usod by tho Population in Marsoillo arca thorby obviating any nocossity for
distn‘buting this product throug,hout France. %

e Paghl e

. Ce Thc Qmw Ruhlnang It was agreocl thnt the Quay Kuhl-
nan would bo allocatod. to'Fronch civil officials for tho discharge of phos-
phatos, Pyrites and other cargoe This quoy is located opposite tho factory
whith Processes thesc imports thereby presenting no cloarance problone
The distribution of tho acid rosulting from thc processing of thoso basie
natorials is a matter for futuro study, but it was agreed that thoir dis-
gributlon would be accomplished by Fronech moans without intorforence with
the transportation capacity (road and rail) roquirod by tho UeS, Arny for
nilitary purposocs, It will bo nocossary to nove'a cranc from.Ia Vera to
Quay Kuhlnan, but it was considered that arrangoments could be nade locallye.
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4, Irvlont It was agrecd that no linitation would be placad
by U.S. Military authoritios on tonnage imported through Toulon by the Fraach
civil authoritics insofar as port Tacilitios arc concornocd. It was roCOo&n—~
ized by all present that the linmitation ot Toulon is scot by tho ability to
clear tho port and distributo the imports, and it was furthor undeorstood
that tho transportation usod for clearing and distributing products brought
through Toulon must not-in any way interfore with the novomont of UeSe Mil-
itary supplics. Tho total anocunt that can be clearod under thesc conditims
is to bo dotorninod after furthor study by tho Fronch roprosontativose U.S,
reprosontatives stated that some rail capaclty could be allocatced for the
clearanco of Toulon within tho arca south of tho Durance -Rivor and cast of
the Rhono. Rivor. Fronch roproscntatives agreed to placc their requost
poriodically for rall tonnage throusgh the Transportation Officor, DILTABASE
Soction and to mako no dircet roquust on Fronch civil railway officlels,

Be Marsoillo:

: " o 8e- Vioux Port hasg alrcady boen turncd over to the French
llavy and it was agroed that any usc of this Port for discharge of civil
supplies was a mattor for agrecomont botweon French Wavy and Fronch civil
officials, S 21 0 S a

D. It was agroed that tho Ville DVAjaceio would be
docked onco a month at Marseillo, This vossol will carry porsonnol and
approxinatoly 450 tons of suppliocs.s Fronch will furnish 1;1301. and transpart
for dischargo and cloarancos Ue8, ‘ropresontatives a &grecd thot if no otthop
stovedoros’ wore available French stovedores now orployed by the UsSe Arnmy
2t Marsoillo would be reloased for handling this shipe It yas further a-
greoed that arrangonments for coaling this wvessel at Marsoillo could be
Dade without difficulty and that sho would be turned around within forty.
cight hours of arrival, The docking. of the Vilie d'Ajaccio onco a 