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NORJ^'J^IDY E?JSE SPCTION

(Chapter VI)

Normandy Base Sectio'^
Pase 1

/jSminlstration and Personnel

Normai^^ Base Section (i^BS) was established In Normandy, France, on 16
August 1944 :'wlth the issuing of General Order No.36, Headquarters Gomniunication;
Zone,'European Theater o^ Operations, under the command of Colonel THEODOHE
VYiUH, Jr, The Section had previously been designated Base Section 3, under '
the same command, and at the time Base Section 3 vjas organized,'? August 1944,
the Transportation Section staff consisted of only tv;o officers, Major FPiATCIS ^
L/JD'TEG and Captain (later Hajor) CHESTIH A, ROSE, v;ho served as Motor Transport
Officer and Acting Transportation Officer, respectively. 'There v/ere four other
Transportation Corps officers in the section at that time, engaged in field
activities; these were: Major ''TLLIAM R, LTUEVIHILL, Captain /JRTHiDR D. I.'cCLFL'.N,
1st Lt. FRi'^MCIS N. SFURLOCE, and 2nd Lt, GEORGE G. McCLE'RY.

On 17 August 1944, Lt.'Colonel ABR^'H'l^ J. ROSEMBLXJIv^, who had previously'
served as Officer in Charge, Overseas Staging i'^rea, Fort Slocum, N.Y.', arrived
from the United Kingdofii with 14 officers, assigned to the Transportation
Section, and the following day, Colonel TOHN C.P. HANLEZ arrived at Cherbourg,
having been appointed Transportation Officer of Normandy Base Section. Lt.
Colonel ROSEMBLUM became his Deputy, and the task of organizing the Normandy
Base Section Transportation Section was begun. By 18 August there wero a
total of 22 officers In the section and by 23 August, an additional 15 had been
assigned.

•^he first enlisted personnel for the Transportation Section reached Cher
bourg on 20 ugust 1944 and consisted of 70 Onlisted men from the 1st and 5th '
Group Regulating Stations. A fev.' days later, the 3rd Group Regulating Station,
consistir'; of. 81 officers nad 322 enlisted men, under the Command of Lt. Col
onel HEtRY M. TAYLOR, formerly assigned to .'.dvance Section, and later to
Cherbourg Command and Base Section 3, became available to the Transportation
Section,' On 25 August, 5 officers of the lOth Traffic Regulation Group were
assigned, and during October, 21 officers and 152 enlisted men from the 8th
Traffic Regulation Group in Brittany Baso Section were placed on Detached
Service with Normandy Base Section. In November, the use of the ports to the
east of Cherbourg relieved some of the pressure for additional'Transportation
Corps personnel in Normandy Base Section, and at the same time, closing of the
Red Ball Route and the beaches had their effect on the situation. On 28 Nov

ember, the 8th Traffic Regulation Group returned to Brittany Base Section,

Organization and Function of Section TraflS;"Qrtation Office

On 30 October 1944, Kejor General LUCIUS B. CL/Tf assumed command of Nor
mandy Base Section on the authority of verbal orders of the Theater Commanding
General; These orders v?ere confirmed on 2 November. During the early paxt of
October, Normandj' Base'Section had been divided into four Districts, namely, the
Cherbourg, Utah, Omaha, and Granville Districts. Effective at 0001 hours, 1
December, Normandy Base Section vjqs repartitioned into two Districts, Omaha and
Utah. The former included all territory previously designated the Granville
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District in addition to that already under Omnho District, and Utah added
Cherbourg to its original area. Ilajor General CL'.y v/as succeeded by Major Gen
eral S, AUR/_MD on 17 December 190--!:.

-^ithin Normandy Base Section, the chain of command v/as from the Commanding
General to the District Commanding Officers from •>;hom the command channel
extended to all troops within their respective Districts. ITxcoptlons to this
were: Headquarters Company and Headquarters Dct-chmcnt, , and the U.'.C Det
achment, !:TBS, which were geographically located in Ut^h District, hut cnmc
direqtly under the Commanding General of I'jBo.

On the stsff-of the Bnsc'Section Commanding C-oncral were: " the Chief of
Staff, the General Staff- (G-l, G-2, G-3, G-4 and G-5) and the Special Staff '
which included the'Chlefs of Strviccs, the I^G. , A.G. , J.A.G. , g.o. , F.M...,
Chaplain, Hq Cmdt. , Claims, C-.F.A. , A.E.S. , and Special / opointmcnts. On th'ls
basis, the Section Transportation Officer vr.s on the staff of the Base Section
Coimandlng General and had no unite under Its control. However, as Tr^nsport-

specialists and technical rcprescntftives of the Chief o.f Trans
portation, iq Normandy. Base S^vction, certain orders vjore issued by the Section

r°n Mstrict Corimanders, in the nartt of the Base Section
of the Trair^nn^t 1-1 ^ occasion demanded such action. Oecrotlonnl control
fectlL r. ""hin the various Districts of Vormandy Base
sfaff orlani^cd^,^ District Co-mi-ndcr who also had a
thf Sr S So Sill S® Co^unandin. Oencral ThusDiotrict TralplStionVficcr csoistance from a T. C. ,

ContifiSSSdlsHS •Cores units hod been '•rrlvin':^ on thebee.ome tlorm&lv ^ duties In the ,-rcaa that subsequently
Itojor PorW Mnl • "'̂ Jority of those units operated dndor the
Special Brigades for th ailwny Service, or v;ore attached to the Engineer
Transpor-tbtla oificc wa^ Uf°f"f ? ==• Thus when the Sect ion'
there VTere 281 TronsonrtaVin a ^ i^ormondy Base Section on 17 August 194-^:,
approximately 50 000 Towa-rHR units totaling'a personnel .strength of
dropped to 181 with a ncraonn ^ t of '̂'ovember, the number of these units194^ thcre^werrol; approximately' 32,000; by 1
Appendix No.l shows tho TmnRn + Corps units in Normandy Base Section,
dLe. opening ^ Station List offoctivo as of, th^t
the Wormindy lioachos nnd sub-ports 'A"''"' -'-a-twcrp, and tho closing of
that occuifcd. By typo t^e TlnAr, NN majority of the transfers
as bflSeptomb-or, 1DocAber 19^ IfAt Section

i. • . . • 1 lanuary 19-15 were as follpv?s;
Type of Unit ^ .1 Sept. '.14 . 1 Dee. *41 1 -Tan. 'A5

•Quartermaster Group (TC) p \ T
Quartermaster Batt-lion ' = •

{Mobile) (TC.)- • • • 13 in
• Truclc CompanlDs-QH,C;^,I(TG), • ei' I7" 31

Engineer Truck Companies. • • - ^ • 0 '
WS Truck .Companies, 0 A* ' "-4

• "Amphibloud Truck Battalions ' 3-- o T . 0
/jnphibious Truck .Componi OS 19 ' 8 ' ' * 3
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Type of Unit 1 Sept,*44 1 Dec. '44 1 Jan. »45

Harbor Craft Companies 8 7 4

Port Marine Maintenance Cos, A 2 3

Port Service Sig.Companies 3 0 0

Port Battalions 27 12 11

Port Companies 117 62 54

Major Port Headquarters 3 2 2

Group Regulating Stations 1 1 1

Traffic Regulation Group 1 0 0

Military Ry,Serv.(Hq & Hq Det) 1 0 0

Military Railway Grand Div. 2 1 0

Railway Operating Battalion A 5 2

Railwoy Shop Battalion 1 O 1

Base Depot Companies 2 3 .5
Q.uar'Jermastor Service Cos, 12 0 0

TOT.'XS 284 182 * 125

*(Notc; See .Appendix No,l for nomes of units)

"Under the original plan, the Transportation Section of Normgindy Base
Section was composed of tho following divisions: /.dministrative, Marine, Motor
Operations, and HovOmohts. The latter was subdivided into branches, designated
as: Administrative, Rail Movements, and Motor and Highway Control. On the
basis of this organization, the various Transportation Corps personnel assigned
to the Transportation Section v/ere given appropriate duties accordingly.

As the work of the Trrnsportation Section progressed, minor modifications
and changes wore made in its organisation, and a Standard Operating Procedure
v/as issued during the latter pert of September. '(See Volume IV, History of
the Transportation Corps in the Battle of Franco, for a true copy of this SOP),
Tho organization of the Transportation Section established at that time, and
which remained essentially the same until the end of December 1944 (with minor
changes)^ was as follows:

TR.VN:SrOHTATION OFFICER

Colonel JOHN C. P.

dDtuty tr;jtsportation officer

Lt. Colonel ABRj'PI/di: J. ROSENblULI
/

CHIEF milNISTR/iTION

1st Lt. R^miOND D. (later Captain)

Bronchos

1, Personnel

S, Supply
15, Public Ruiatiojis and Historieal

4, Message Oentor
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UMI** •

CHIEF Iv:OVm!PTTS

Lt. Colonel HI2©nr M, T/XLOR

Branches

1. Highvjay Control:
o. Troffic Engineering
b. Convoys: Stebling, Routing, Timing

2. Motor:

a. Availability
(1) Depot Operations
(2) Freight
(3) Personnel

3. Rail:

a. Freight
b. Personnel

4. Field Operations
G. District Transportation Officer

(1) RTO, (2) RTO (5) RTO

CHIEF rU^NNINa i\ND CONTROL

1st Lt, /RTHUR K. KIYERS

Branches

1. Reports and Statistics
2. Staff Plaxmlng
3. Training

CHIEF MOTOR 0PIH/.TI0N3

Xt. Colonel THEODORE A, R.'..THTE

Branches

!• Dispatch and Availability
2. Reports, Statistics and ."Xloeations
3< Personnel and Supply
4. Inspection
5. ^ Truck
6. /jnphibian Truck

TROOP MOVE^JENTS

Captain Temple J. Swetman

CHIEF FA.RXNE OPER.PTIONS

Major FR/RTCIS C. LMTS
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1. rort Planning
a, Requisitions and .'JLlocations

(1) Floating Biuipment
(2) Maintenance Liaison , ,
(s) Shore Equipment

2. Vessel Allocations, Diversion, and N'^.val Liaison
a. Ocean Vessel

b. Coastal Vessel

c. Freight and Personnel.

In the sections that follov, the three basic utility facilities — foi-
movement# by water, rail, and road — provided by the Transportation Corps in
Normandy Bise Section, from 18 August througli 31 December 19-14, are briefly
described. For'details of port rehabilitation, construction, and operations
see Chapter III, under 4th-Major Fort.

Marine Operations

vjhen'Normandy :Base Section was organized, cargo vras being discharged at
Cherbourg, across the Omaha and Utah'beaches-;, and at the sub-ports of Grand-
camp, Isigny, St. Vaast and Barfleur, at a rate of approximately 38,000 tons
per day. Keeping informed of the situations and problems of the p*rts, and at
the beaches, and offering the necessary technical advice in connection with
operations and planning in order'to assure the movement of maximun tonnages
under the existing circumstances, v/ero the major taflcs confronting the Marine
Operations Division, under Major FR/iNCIS C. LEWIS. The actual operations at
the ports wfere conducted by the Transportation Corps personnel attached to the
Major Forts, while operations*at the beaches were the direct responsibility of
the Engineer Special Brigades, v;hich by that time had had their unit attach
ments changed to such an extent that they v;ere composed of a, larger percentage *
of Transportation Corps personnel than Engineers. For example, on^lB September,
the 1st Engineer Special Brigade, operating Utah beach^ had'41.4 percent Trans
portation Corps personnel, 25.7 percent from the Quartermaster Corps, 21.4
percent from tho-Corps,of Engineers, and 11.5 percent from other branches of
the Service, such as Signal, Ordnance, Chemical Warfare, anid Medical. 'For a
period of five months, each .of these beaches operated 24 hours per day, seven
days a week; the night portion of this operating- time was done under blackout
conditions^ until the latter part of /ujgust, ond'frequently strong winds made
operationa. on the water impossible. The ports also operated on a 24-hour
7-day v/eek basis.

As a statistical summary of port operations in Normandy Base Section," the
following figures'represent the amount of army cargo discharged on the Contin
ent, by port area, in long tons during the periods indicated:

(1) From July throCigh December 1944, the port of Cherbourg discharged a
total of 1,661,749 long tons.

(2) From Tune through November 1944, Omaha Beach discharged a total of
1,264, 999 long tons.
(Beach closed 15 November)
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(3)

(4)

From June through November 1944, tJtah Beach disbherged n
756,014 long tons .
(Beach closed 15 November)

From July through December 1944, the Normandy minor ports dlochnrg
a total of 424,042 long tons.

(5ee Chapter llX, Table 8;., for a brcskdowa of ^months,
• and others showing comparisons with other ports in -

The types of ships unloaded through the port of
facilities at the beaches'included'large cargo vessels, Lie^.r y ^ i
LST's, ICT*s, crane ships, tankers, troop transports, MT vcsso^s^ ^ v;hilo the
In most cases L3T*s and LCT*s v/ere unloaded directly on the Tiding
other types of vessels discharged directly to the quays or to Du s,
craft or barges. >;•

Excepting during adverse weather conditions, operations
Base Section were on,a 24-hour basis. On the beachps-,-they . closed,
ations on D-Day and were in service until 15 November v.'hon the bo,.c e ,
i.t Cherbourg, the firgt DTnC': came eahorc on 16-July at 1738 hours,
the remainder of the rnqnth of July, 79.9 percent, of the total car^go ai
was to barges and other craft; 12.7 percent was discharred to cargo
remainder vras unloaded ship-to-shorc. During August, the percontoge ^
unloaded at Cherbourg by DUIO.'- amounted to approximately 20, pcrcen , w chcr-
the highest percentage reached at that port. The last DUICA ur-loading a
bourg v;as on 15 December 1944. The use of ^ '̂̂ jKWsin cargo ur.looding ^se
is flexible, depehflihg upon the operation as a whole. The extent of- ^
at the beaches, as compared to the service they performed at Chcrbouroi^ their
throughout the,various stages of operations at each localit.v. ^oer-
use in the discharge of cargo at the beaches v/as of major concern to the p-
attoa while at Cherbourg it was supplementary.

DUIOiTg arc actually amphibian trucks and tholr use in the unloading6f cargo
from ships offshore was a development of "/orld V^or II. Thoywcro pperatea y
Transportation Corps .'jiiphibian Truck Companies. Essentially, their
in NBS consisted of pulling.-up alongside vessels and tying-up to a "Gue.. :' . ^
rigged around the ship and equipped with hooks placed opposite the ship s hat cues
in such a manner that they held the DWs in place alongside the'ship, while
Transportation Corps Fort Companv personnel operated the v/irichcs, worked e
hatches, and gave each ismj its load which, in case of unlor^ding packaged gooa,
was normally two cargo nets full. These amphibian vehicles wore then navisato
ashore and driven over land to o Transfer Folnt where their loads were trans
ferred by crane to trucks and from there thoif loads were hauled by trucks to
classified dumps. Fork lifts v/erc also set up on trucks or platforms, and
heavy iron arms vdth a hook on the end were ased to remove sling loads from
DXJTOfs. During the early stages of unloading, immediately, after seizing oiid
establishing the beachhead, DUT-Ts traveled over roads to the dumps-before un
loading. This feature of operating the amphibian truck was used to odvantage
where necessary or where considered advls.able in the situation. Maintenance
and the replacement of damaged or vjorn ports became a serious problem during
operations so that an abnormal number of DTJKats was deadllnod and this hampered
operations considerably. The following figures show the percentages of assigned

total of
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DUT<7/fs operat-ing at Cherbourg and Omaha beach from June through "MoveTiber 1944:

June

July
August
Sopt ember
October

November

CHIHBO'CHG

66 percent
54 percent
54 percent
32 percent

OVJJiU.

76 percent
71 percent
62 percent
76 percent
57 percent
58 percent^

For ships with cargo requiring unloading offshore and that could.-not be
handled by DXTTC '̂̂ s because of its bulh or weight, landing cr^ft, barges, and
lighters vrere used extensively. Their operation Wcas more dependent upon clem
ent Tjeather than the DrTv.', due to the fact that in a heavy sea the larger craft
v;ould swing out and crash into the side of the ship's hull. The Harbor Craft
Companies under Transportation Gor;-s control operated the barges and lighters
by means of tugs. They experienced the same difficulties v?ith maintenance and
the lack of spare parts for their tovdng equipment a.s did the DUIC companies.
Most of the tug boats arc powered by Diesel engines and piston parts failed
frequently, resulting in inoperative craft. In December, at Cherbourg, an .
average of 38 percent of all harbor craft, that Is, tugs, barges and dispatch
boats, -vjas deadlined.

As the reconstruction work by the Engineers progressed at Cherbourg (See
also Chapter III, under 4th Major Port), quaysides were repaired and opened to
the discharge of large ocean-going vessels as well as coasters; the quayside
capacities were thus increased considerably. The repair of railv^ay trackage
made direct ship-to-train unloading possible. Concrete runways for entering
and leaving the water, and a largo paved area adjoining these runways, were
constructed and resulted in improved facilities for the use of DtnD'̂ 's at Cher
bourg. The paved area eliminated the mud conditions that were developing else-
vjhore in Normandy Base Section during October and November. The hard standings
constructed at the seaplane base proved valuable for landing craft and DTJK^Ts.
Barges and tugs operated throughout the port and were dischrrged alongside the
basin, usually directly to rail cars. The DUTG-^s normally vjcrkcd in the Inner ^
harbor and the barges in the outer harbor. Listed belovj arc the capacities of
the port of Cherbourg on 12 August and again on 31 December:

Liberty Berths
Coasters

Lighters
LST's

Train Ferries

12 August

2

6

47

8

0

. Tonnage Capacity 9,050

31 December

21

13

80

14

2

24,800

(Excluding vessels at anchorage being unloaded by DDWs, barges,, landing
craft and lighters).
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v/eo.ther conditions hod their hom^^cring effect on port of. erotions

^ OS well ns at the b&achcs. Often stevedore .:;;ongs boordcd e shipend before the first draft v/as lov/cred over the side, hi^h winds ond heavy
slashing rain necessitated a suspending of operations. Manpov/er- shortages

serious, it v;as necessary to vjork Tort Company troops on l^-hour
® exclusive of the tvjo or three hours required to move from their v;ori.
to vouac areas. Skilled labor Wcos scarce because more trained crane opera
tors, signalmen and winch drivers were required for the equipment available
than vjas provided for by unit Tables of Organizatiori.

e snoll sub-ports of isigny, Barfleur, St. Vaast and Orandcamp. v/ere

^^1^ hi only coasters and h'̂ rbor craft, yet they proved i.nimensoly
VI quayside facilities v;cre used frequently in the movement ofp^r s a es and refrigerated cargo brought to the Continent on specially fitted

these minor ports became a greater necessity in vicvj of
.. larger Brittany ports vrerc not captured as planned, and when

of the Armies became so rapid that- the construction of the lafoic^

in N-.rm Brittany were seen as an economic imnossibillty. The sub-por s
. Section were initially assigned to the 11th Tort. However,

Octob^^-r September; Isigny, St, Vaast and Barfleur closed on 1^
Bouen on ^^^^tinued operation after the departure of 11th Tort for
Chapter ITt o sub-port of the dth Tort nt Cherbourg.
the B3 ^nder _:th Port and 11th 7ort). The British authorities granted
late in'oot^h^^ m '̂Mulbcrries't or artificial ports at Arromanches
shown -h-.TT ^orinr\r^cs unloaded at Arromojiches arc" included among thoseShown .bov.-for the total tonnage handled at Omaha beach.

the Por-T^of '̂̂ CherbDurg^^ Section began operation under that n-^me on 16 August, 1944
10 000 tnnn operated by the 4th ^nd isth xort, 'ind vjas averaging
two-thirr^Q. w and clearing that tonnage from the port arc",thi-pr^Q -K,. . linax xonna-go rrom i/nc poj. u - >

^otor clearalccs^-—rail. By 1 September the d-ily mil and
avallabllitu"-^-p" "^^out the same, with minor fluctuations indicating the
was reversed +^re rail facilities. By November,, the ratio originally shown, two-thirds of all port clearance at that time being by rail-

roiul^ impcrtunoc at Cherbourg was the discharge of
thrpa I4. i railway equipment v/as moved" into the harbpr on one of
J'lobilr-Hmrnnn vossels: thc sca-tralnformerly on the pre—vjnr
i^llv fit+Pd ^ cross-channel train ferry, which v/as.made un of spec-
tvpes ^lo^Lri nnd'LST's in which tracks had been laid. The first two
sc"ol"ne bnqr. % third at the rail ramp constructed at the
embA are as disch-rge figures as of 30 November and 31 Dec-

Diesel Locomotives
Steara Locomotives
G-ondolns

Box Cars

71at Cars

Tank Cars

Beefer Cars

30 Nov. M-4

123

99V

7086

8539

1820

657

169

31 Doc.'44

123

1013

7095

8550

1843

657

169



in*

.... Normondy Base Section
Tago 9

V

50 Woy«'44 .51 Dec, '44

^'/recking Units (Including 11 Mobile ''"fork 27 ' 36
' ' Shop Units)

.Cabooses 370 ' 371
Kospitol Units (14-15 cots per unit) 34 36

It was necessary for the NBS Transportation Section to maintain full
information on all of the numerous activities within the Base Section relating
to Transportation'Corps facilities and to become fully acquainted'with the
problems involved, and that its Marine Operations Division devise, where prac
tical, means of improving the use of men and m-terial available in order to
obtain greater efficiency and economy in marine opor-tions. The Maxinc Opera
tions Division was also charged with the responsibility for collecting and dis
seminating information from and to the Normandy ports and beaches, and the
Transportation Corps Headquartors in Doris ond'London. Dally situation reports
covering every phase ofport and beach activity, and reports on incoming and
outgoing vessels were prep-red and fo37warded to the various officers or individ
uals concerned. The arrival of build-up units for mo-Vement through the ports
or over the beaches brought on unanticipated problems, among vjhich vjcre the
frequent occurrence of a unit becoming separated from its organisational
equipment due to a change In movement plans. The h.andling of such matters was
a p-rt of the work required of the Marine Division 6f the Section Trcnspartatior.
Office,

During'December, in accordance with vessel diversion plans and tonnage
allocations, the tonnage discharge figures were lower than for previous months
at the ports in Normandy Base Section. The demand on Cherbourg and Granville
vjos noticeably less, as unloadlngs at Le Havre, Rouen and .'uitwcrp increased.
The total number of tons of cargo discharged at Cherbourg and Granville combin
ed, amounted to 301,647 tons, 75 percent of which was unloaded from l-rge ocean
going vessels, 24 percent from coasters and the balance from other types of
craft. Granvillc*s all-coaster operations accounted for 50,749 tons of the
total.

There was some activity in the beach areas during Docembor, but it vjas
concerned mostly with the clearance of such marine equipment as floating cranes,
barges, tugs and other Transportation Corps equipment from these arc-s. In
some instances, certain units of this equipm.ent were moved over land on trucks
or trailers to Cherbourg or to Channel Base Section ports. The remaining items
were moVed by water to these or other destinations. Included in the activity
involving the movement of equipment; was the'moving of Engineer port reconstruc
tion equipment to Le Havre. During December, the Coaster "'Barons Court'' emb
arked carrying 683 tons of tentage and asphalt. It was planned that additional
equipment would be loaded during January on the Liberty Ship "Schoarie" upon
the return of this vessel from Le Havre.

Outloading operations from Cherbourg showed a gradual increase during
December, A total of 8,484 tons were shipped to the United Kingdom and to
Channel Base Section. ' Casualty evacuations amounted to •25,445 and a total of
1,382 POhMs were evacuated.

During December, G-4 of Noritiandy Base Section conducted an- inquiry into
the practicability of moving 312,000 tons of supples from the various NBS
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depots into Cherbourg and outloading them for Antwerp. The various staff
sections of NBS were requested to make recommendations. After investigating
and considering the proposal, the Transportation Section reported that the plan
would be costly. Substantiating* its findings, the fact was parti cularlj'* pointed
out that the facilities of the port, reconstructed primarily for off-loading,
would not. allow for the outloading of more than 5000 tons of cargo per day, '
regardless of the number of ships made available for the operation. Uov.-cvor,
the matter was not acted upon or brought to e conclusion before the end of
December, and under directives from higher headquarters, the investigation was
carried on into January 1945.

Several marine casualties, due to enemy action, occurred during, December.
The incident iwhich brouglat about the greatest loss occurred on Christmas Eve
when the LSI ^Leopoldville" was torpceocd about 4000 yards from the outer break
water at Cherbourg. There v/ere 2,455 T^roops'aboard, members of the 66th Infantry
Division. The knov/n casualties exceeded 800, v/ith several hundred missiag.
The day before the "Loopoldvillc'^ disaster, the Coaster =»Slcmish", with a cargo
of coal for Cherbourg, was torpedoed in the En-lish Channel. 'There wc.rc three
other casualties on the vjater near Cherbourg during the month, but these did not
affect >TBS operations,

T^otor Troaspoy.t

There were many motor transportation problems in Normandy Base Section,
in addition to those presented by establishment and operation of the Red Ball
Express. Most of the priority trains that were outloaded involved truck hauls
over various distances from" dumps to the railheads. Beach and port clearance
was a major problem requiring about.. 30 percent of. the available truck companies.

As f^l and winter approached', the frequent rains and heavy wheels of
ar^ trucks and trailers soon made 'quagmires of the Normandy pastures and orch
ards which throughout the summer had" served as bivouac areas, motor pool's,

and military rail sidings. Continual usage developed' small patches of
mud into deep ruts which soon made ploughs of vehicle axles, and necessitated
the constant use of front wheel drive and the auxiliary range. Those trucks,
movi^ from a heavily mudded area, carried large quantites.of mud on the chassis
snd As they traveled over the paved roads, the mud was jolted or washed
from the truck and consequently it became so deep in many places that it was
impossible to recognize the road as pavement. A couple of days without rain
caused a semi-dry condition v/hich changed the mud into a pasty sticky mass,
ihis gave a "taffy pulling" reaction betvjeen the pavement and truck tiros that
was so violent in some places that huge pieces of pavement were pulled from the
road surface and made it useless indefinitely because of a shoitage of Engineers
for making road repairs in such instances.

Operating motor vehicles "under these circumstances and in defiance of the
incfeasing quantites of mud throughout the area; helped'to bring on the serious
motor maintenance problem that developed. Thus, the number of flat tires inc
reased; and mud-ground brake bands, burned out valves and overheated engines
were among the other major difficulties that follovjed. The Group, Battalio.n
and Company headquarters under the Transportation Office.; were making urgent
iemands for assistance. Maintenance required extensive coordination yath the
Ordnance Section, Together, the latter with the Transportation Corps,
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established a systom of ''Dc Luxe'-' service stations located at critical points
throughout Normandy Base Section. Each of these stations T;as capsble of comp
letely servicing 80 vehicles per hour,

'"hen the Normandy Base Section was organized, ther? vjere two (Quartermaster
Groups, eight Quartermaster Battalions, Nobile (TC), and 84 Truck Comcanies
assigned for duty vrlthin its limits in addition to those assigned to Bed Ball.
The 1383rd and 388th Engineer General Service Hcgimcnts, ^;hlle in the United
Kingdom, formed seven truck companies each, within their respective organiza
tions €ind in NBS these v;ere under Transportation Corps control. Fach Heglment
was divided into two battalions. Another battalion was added when the 25th
Chemical Smoke Generating Battalion V7as'reorganized into a truck battalion,
while maintaining Its original identity, and its four companies were eQuippcd '
with 8;>~ton Standard 6x6 trucks. ^Vhen the Red Ball program vjcs established
the latter part of August, many truck companies wore taken away from other Base
Section operations. In order to help offset the shortage thus created, ten
truck companies were organized from Anti-Aircraft Battalions in the Normandy
Base Section area and these were assigned to NBS. Additional vehicles were
furnished 10 September when 1750 men from Replacement Pools vjcro organized into
provisional units and given a pool of 1000 trucks. These trucks v/cre'divided
into five groups or units and distributed to Utah and Omaha Districts, and to
the 4th and 11th Ports, In proportion to the work roquirv-d.

One of the greatest difficulties experienced in NBS in using these prov
isional companies vjas the lack of tools for proper vehicle maintenance. Those
tools already In use by regular trucking units had to meet this need. In add
ition to this drawback, the personnel drawn from Replacement Pools v/cre not
accompanied by officers and this resiated in an c:?:treme shortage of supervisory
personnel. These two factors contributed greatly to the high mortality rate
among the vehicles.

Near the end of November, the number of truck companios in NBS amounted to
64, but the number of deadlined vehicles within these units reduced their
effectiveness in some Instonces more than 50 percent, Betv;een 35 and 50 percent
more transportation was needed in dump end railhead operations due to mud.

Brief History of the Red Ball Route in NBS

Late in August, the Army dumps at Dreux and Chartres issued an urgent call
for supplies in order to maintain the might of the Armies' offensive against the
enemy moving south and to the east. Their requirements were for 72,000 tons to
be'delivered within 10 days, from 25 August to 5 September, To meet this dem

and, plans were developed by the headquarters staff of Normandy Base Section for
the Red Ball Express operation, using 2:-ton 6x6 GHC trucks. This expedient
V7as devised because the railroads wefe still being repaired and the rolling stoc]
available at that time was insufficient to handle the demands of the Armies.

••One--^7ay routes over Class 70 roads, loading to and from the Army depots and
NBS dumps, were designatc4 and the hlghv/ays were msrked "Red Ball Trucks Only",
Truck convoy regulating points wera established on each of the routes; TCP No.l
was set up near Torigny and TCP No,8 near l«r St, lo. All inbound Red Ball con-*
voys pulled into TCP No.8 and, while the drivers obtained coffee and sandwiches,
the Convoy Commanders wore given instructions as to depot destinations and the
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supplies that were to be picked up. All outbound Red Boll convoys funneled
through TCP No.l where drivers received coffee, v;hile TCP personnel checked for
overloads, proper waybilling and entered the convoy inforim-tion on their convoy
ledger,' From there to destination, the v;ay v/cs scheduled "non-stop*. (See
Chart I, Chapter V, for layout of Red Ball route as of 15 October 1944).

During the period of operations indicated above, v;hich v/as later referred
to as Phase I, a total of 74,585 tons v/ere moved forward. The trucks cvex'aged
a three-day turn-around. Truck Company bivouac r.roas v/erc set up along the
return route so that driver or truck changes could be mode with the minimum loss
of time. Full headlights .v/erc permitted on vehicles. Only let echelon mainten
ance was practical, but Ordnance maintenance units, consisting of mobile v;ork
shops, patrolled the highways as !*aid men" for emergency repairs. ^

I

Phase II operations on the Red Ball Fbcprcss began on 5 September and cont
inued until 15 November *1944, xvhen the opei'fjtion ended as a large scale commit
ment. During that time, as th^ tactical situation developed, the Red Ball route
had been extended to Paris and beyond to Soissoas, Chateau—Thierry and Sommesous.
Although the routes, remained practically the same rs originally establi.shcd, or
as extended during, the development of the. tactical situation., minor changes were ,
made at various times and places because of extensive damage to the roods under
heavy rains and the traffic involved in their use for these convoys.

During'the entire time the Red Ball route was in" operation, approximately
7000 trucks, averaging from 10 to 12 round trips each, carried 355,519 tons of
supplies forv/ard, often making deliveries directly to the requisitioning unit.
The maximum nUmber of truck companies assigned to the Red Ball route v;as 140;
shortly before closing, this number dropx)ed to 19, On 29 September, as a ^
peak-operation day, 1,318 loaded trucks passed through TCP No.l, carrying app
roximately 8000 tons of. supplies. Charts show a steady decline In movciuent of
oimage following the high record'made during the latter part of September. The

roads were becoming rougher; vehicles v;ere beginning to feel the strain of steady-
use and limited maintenance, end more of them wore becoming deadlinod each day;
constant rains created mud conditions which gradually m.ade it almost impossible
to ^ve vehicles at the depots and this condition spread to the roads; in many
instances, loaded trucks hod to be pulled from depot areas by bulldozer. Added
to these local operational difficulties v/as the fact that the length of the haul
from NBS to the front had become too great for efficient operation of the route
as a major supply line. Appendix No.2, this chapter; stunmarizes the major con-,
ditlons which interfered with truck movements in NES, shows action taken to
alleviate the situation arising,-and recommendations.

Other difficulties were encountered during the operation of the Red Ball
), in add"^tion to mechanical failures, road disintegration, and mud condi

tions; The "One Way" and the "Red Ball'Only" signs were ignored at places
where, because of the distance involved, it was Impossible to maintain adequate
Military Police coverage. Often single vehicles vrould traveJ. the routes, pass
convoys; and occasionally cause the lost few vehicles to lose the convoy. Some
drivers, it was found, purposely became lost in or near large towns, returning
a r\y^ r4'\ A fret T ^ . -»sevoraj. aaj^s later; some were found to have sold their entire load, or part o
it, to willing. French buyers. On other occasions, French bandits "hi-jacked"
trucks on lonely lengthy climbs, a situation which was greatly relieved after
guard sustem had been initiated.

a



Normandy 3cse Sectior
Page 23

Although the truck* companies were undtr the aclministrative control of the
Motor Transport Brigade, which later become the Motor Transport Division of
the Office Chief of Transportation after 31 October, the actual allocation of
trucks for picking up and delivering Red Ball cargo was done by the Movements
Division of the NBS Transportation Section. The daily commitments of the Supply
Services were given to the Transportation Officer and through him to the Move
ments Division. This information was then relayed to TCP Mo, 2 and on the basis
of this information, truck allocations were made as convoys arrived. The dis
patching of convoys was made In accordance with priorities furnished'by G-4,
MBS, who in turn was acting in accordance vjith instructions from 0-4, Com Z.

On 10th October, NBS v;as assigned the Green Diamond mission, requiring the
utilization of 40 truck compsnies to haul 4,800 tons of supplies daily from
ports and beach dumps to the Granville-Dol area railheads. The plan was similar
to that used for the Red Ball express, vdth spocia.1. routes established and
operating in conjunction with Traffic Control Points. (See Chart I, Chapter
V). The truck companies were to be primarily tractor-trailer units. Only 24
truck companies wore available in NBS for'the Green Diamond operation; however,
on 14 October-the operation began. The mud conditions became on immediate and
serious problem, defying all efforts to meet the requirements as stipulated.
With fev; exceptions, the large vehicles could not navigate in the depots and
consequently in order to load them, 2|—ton truck companies were often assigned
to pick up loads from the stock piles and take them to the tractor-trailer
units parked outside the depot on the hard surfaced road. During its first
days of operation, the trucks used were employed to deplete the dumps at Vire
and Villedieu. When this was accomplished, and no commitments had been rec
eived from Com Z, the Green Diamond operation was terminated on 1 November 1944

Port clearance and dump-railhead hauls provided the bulk of the work for
truck units within NBS during the month of December. The total tonnage lifted
amounted to 187,535 tons; the number of personnel moved by motor transport,
including troop movements and normal acijninistrative moves, totaled 338,114.
For the purpose of handling emergency shipments special cargo to Paris, Motor
Transport Division, OCOT, established a commitment calling for 100 tons of
supplies to be moved daily from NBS over a route known as BiiergGncy Shipment
Express or Miniatare Red Ball. The operations began on 13 December. Route
N-13 wa^ followed, from the truckhcad at Garentan to Paris; the round trip
required 20 hours. The 3582nd QuartermasterTruck Company (TC) v/ith 35 tractors
and 96 10-ton trailers, was the only unit assigned to the move. There wore no
"en route" servicing arrangements and no traffic control points wore establish
ed. Tonnage allocations wore m^de daily by G-4, Com Z, to G-4, NBS; no Service
was alloted more than 200 tons at one time.

The number of truck companies operating within NBS decreased from 51 to 35
during the month of December, The transfer of the two Engineer General Service
Regiments, from Omaha District to Rouen, accounted for most of this change. A.t
the end of the month, five truck companies were working in Utah District, 11
In Omaha and 19 at Cherbourg and Granville on port operations. During Docember
the percentage deadllned vehicles dropped from 44 percent on 5 December to
less than 10 percent on 31 December. The greatest dGcre':^se vjas at Omaha where,
from a top figure of 70 percent, the drop was to below 10 percent. The total
number of vehicles available ruuounted to 34,023, for a daily avero.ge of 1,807,
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and an average tonnage lift per truck per d-y amounting; tr 5.5 tons, loclomcnt
vieather and the damnging mud conditions th:^ut the area Impeded loading -nd
unloading operations^ The average loadino and unloading time per vehicle ctsq-,
quently increased, t'ollov/ing are comparative figures for the months indicated:

Average Loading Time
Average U;\loading Time

EighT;ay Control and Troop Movement

November

1 hr; 55 min
2 hrs; 35 min

Dcccnber
>

2 hrs;07 min j
2 hrs; 55 min a

Control of the tremendous volume of traffic on the roads in Normondy Base
Section came under the Movements Division of the Tran'soortrti-n "cction. All
supply and personnel convoys of more than ten vehicles v/ore cleared and given
definite instructions as to vrhen they shou^ move on specific routes.

Supplies were moved over the Red Boll route or -ver rords not included in
this circuit. -MoreiTients over the Rvd Bc.ll route verc h-ndlcd by the Traffic
Control Points, aeslgnetod'as TCP Ko.l tC? Mo.2. Duo to the fo.ct thot the
rrrircl time for convoys at the TCP vras indctorniinoblc. the units clenrod from
the road on to lanes laid out in fields. There, tho- "/• -e timc-spaood before
being permitted to travel on the route. This systcoTn usually succocded in
preventing convoys from crovjding upon" each other. 'lon-Rcd -all shipments by
rond^were cleared through local RTO'a, dtO's the Transport-tion oection nti^nrougxi xocctx j-po's '>nd the Tp-ns'^orU-t iOil oection nt
Cherbourg. This required the centrnlizcd recordinr/ -nd control provided by the
^onsportation Section for all l-r.ge road movement^ v.-ithin -Ticn clc ranco
WuS ImriOS.qi nl Tr nn a a al oni: T»riii*hns « . _ __

Tr
r ".tin ',"1 n a.""-"" i...'vemcn-cs vjithlnwas impossible on a selected route through Amcric-n or Fritlsh

routing was planned and followed, -mcxic.n or British ctors, ntw

adv-ncf^ wore assigned, in
TraAsLLi?o'd Tronsrortntion Corps, throu.ghJ'̂ psP^rtebion Section, coordinating with G-a NBS'nnd Com t ^TOUSA, arranged to supply POL St a certain time to these oro^s Usu^Sy these bivouac

a^oi^hlSl Vloon'of^ RTO •in;t.allatlonsdispatched to the Chief of Transportation, °Com Z^^^ousi^

personnel movements. Late in Aurust th,:. m vjitn vnc conxrox
thp«p -rpon'.nciMuZ . f " J Transportati-n Section took overxnese responsibilities and iirunediatelv brv.^n i i

::rr;taS
8 Infantry Divisions
5 Corps Headquarters
10 Tanic Battalions

46 AAA Battalions
S6 Engineer Battalions
31 Field Artillery Battalions

2 A.rmored Divisions
5 A.rmorecl Infantry Battalions

12 Tank Destroyer Battalions
6 Engineer Regiments

55 Engineer Companies
46 Ordnance Companies
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40 Quartermaster Companies 13 Transportation Corps Companies
17 General and Station Hospitals Over 100 other miscellaneous units

All of the units listed above received road clearance through the NBS
Transportation Section. In many instances their organic transportation was
insufficient to move the entire unit vjith its equipment. To meet this shortage
Transportation Corps vehicles v;cre furnished. -'liere practical, personnel
trains were m.ade up,; usually the "40 and 8" type.

The arrival of cpsuals presented additional problems because no provisions
could be made for the transportation of such personnel by separate vehicle. In
some instances, it was possible to add extra box cars to trains for transport
ation of such personnel. To keep the situation from mounting to serious prop
ortions, it"became necessary to be on a continual search for vehicles with
extra space or empty railroad cars, in order to move men arriving vjithout trans
port Qtion.

During December, troop movements through from the United States and
United Kingdom dropped as Le Havre became a larger personnel port snd the
Channel Base Section Staging firea became operative, Eovjever, some personnel .
movement continued to flov; through NB3, as indicated by the following, covering
the month of December:

Number of Personnel Personnel

Units Vehicles Moved by Poad Moved by Hail

1 Armored Division 1;C79 8^892 ' 0
1 Infantry Division 1,056 4,953 7,703
6 Groups (Hqrs) 158 '475 ' 0
B Engineer Regiments '648 4;443 2;985
34 Battalions l;720 ll',435 2,218
7'2 Companies and Detachments 8,039 7,570 1,659
3 Hospitals 34 77 '0
Replacements ,0 ,0 3,379

7,534 27,645 17,944

Total Personnel Moved 45,589

Railroads

Prior to the Allied invasion of Vestern Europe through Normandy, France,
the railroads were subjected to heavy and repeated aerial bombardments. The
resulting destruction, and the damage done during the movement of the invading
forces, left many miles of tracks and roadbeds'practically useless. Rails,
ties, engines, cars, watering points, stations, and the signal system were
seriously affected. Details of the work done to rehabilitate these railroad
facilities from July through September 1944 are covered in Section IV, Volume
XV of the Transportation Corps History in the ITO, which covers the months of
July, Ausust and September 1944. The work of the 2nd Military Railway Service
in the'ETC during the last three months of the year 1944 is discussed in Chap
ter IV, this volume of the Transportation Corps History.' The paragraphs
immediately following summarize the railroad activities in Normandy Base
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Section since the Transportation Section was organized in .-ugust 1944.

By September, the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the railroads and
auxiliary facilities-in , end the development of the tactical situation, had
made it possible to move approximately 150,000 tons of supplies by rail before
the close of the monthj this figure compared as about •ecual v'ith the number oi
tons handled by truck. Ir. October the total tonnage moved by truck declined,
while the movement by rail had'increased to approximately 325,000 tons, end
in. November, approximately 400,000 tons were moved by rail-

the NBS Transportation Section -was organized, the 707th Hailvmy T-rand
Division was assigned to the Base 'Section and under it were the 72Sth and 729th
Railvjay Operating Battalions. The 757th Railway Shop Battalion was v;orking on.
a 24-hour basis repairing French engines and servicing those brought over by
the Americans. ^

At that time there were no departure schsdules for trains; instead, as
loaded, they were moved forv/arrj. On 15 Sc-ptenib.-r a deily schedule of 20 400-
ton priority trains was established. O-radually the nuinber increased until by
18 I^ovember, 48 trains carrying approximately *20,000 tons of supplies left NBS
in a 94-hour period, 39 of v/hich moved from Cherbourg. l^Cud conditions prevented
the loading and moving of a planned schedule of 54- trains per day.

Besides Cherbourg, there wore fev/ loading points in operation during'
August, hut by 15 September, 26 were available, among which'xri're Sottevast,'
Barfleur,'St. Vaast, Couville', Coutances, La Haye du Puits, Dol, Pontarson,
Granville, leMeauffe, Airel, Lison*, Le I,:olay-{military and civilian sidings),
Isigny, Carentan, Villedieu,' St. Lo, Polligny^ Vire Valognes, Montobourg,
Bricquebec, Caen and Chef du Font, '

The Movements Division of the Transportation Section v^as charged v;ith
the responsibility for scheduling the movement of trains. Priorities and '
tonnages were stipulated by G-4. For the fulfilling of these requirements,
liaison vjas required between and among the Military Railvjay Service, the
Commodity Services and the Movements Division of the Section Transportation
Office. The RTO*s in the field were organized and set up by the latter, to
perform their prescribed duties at the various railheads and depots. As soon
as the train schedules'were compospd, Movements Division notified the RTO' S at
the railheads involved, and gave them information on the oorjaitments. The RTO
contacted the Railway Operating Battalion (ROB) and ordered the c^rs and indie-
a-fced where they should be spotted. The HTO and ROB endeavored to have them
spotted 24 hours in advance of the scheduled time for departure, in order to
allow maximum loading time for the Service concerned. After the cars had been
spotted, the HTO notified the Services and checked vjith them In order to make
certain that the procedure for making out the documentations was understood.

During loading, HTO personnel remained in the yard, checking to make
certain that the loading was carried out properly and that rated loading cap
acities were not exceeded. If a shortage of trucks appeared likely to prevent
meeting the scheduled time for departure of the train, the RTC requested add
itional trucks through the District Transportation Officer.

Excepting at Ch«7bourf, where hard standing and quayside loading wore
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possible, mud conditions at the depots hampered outloodlng at an increasing
rate during October and November. In some fields, which constituted "the dppot
areas, conditions were worse than in others. Consequently, if the Distribution
Directive (DD or Shipping Order) called for a Commodity in a field that was not
normally muddy or had gravel or planking roads, the loading deadline was met;
but loading in a badly mired field often resulted in a 24-hour delay in meeting
the schedule for movement. On some'occasions the commodity called for in the
DD was unavailable at a given depot, in the" quantity required, but v/as obtain
able at one of the beach dumps; accordingly, trucks were dispatched to complete
the loading requirements. Ko^'over, unpredictable delays caused from bad road
conditions and traffic resulted in trains loading behind schedule.

Another delaying factor entered into the matter of meeting train loading '
schedules a.t Le Nolay where the siding tracks failed duo to the fact that they
had been laid ".'ithout ballast. There vjcre seven of those tracks and it was
plnn.ned to ballast them two at a time vjhilo the others vjere in use. The rains
crnie, hovjever, after the outloading began, and before long the tracks v?ere sett
ling into the soft earth. Because drainage facilities had not been completed,
most of the vjater remained in the yard, resulting in covering the- tracks with
water and sections of them were under mud. Consequently, derailments were fre
quent and in one 8-hour period particularly,•the latter part of September, there
v/ere SI derailmc..nts. By the end of November, drainage and ballasting were com
pleted and the yards were comparatively us#able. However, by that time, comm
itments h.^d decreased and the dumps were in such badly mired fields that loading
operations wore long and costly. Too many trucks end too much manpower were
needed to make its use practico.ble when considering tlie tonnage results.

In addition to Le holay, other military sidings were constructed near '
Sottevast and Couville. Sottevast was a marshalling yard for the loading of
cars in Cherbourg. There the empty cars were brought in and classified"accord-
ing'to type so that when the RTO requested a cert-ain number of box cars, gondo
las, or tankers, they were readily oveilable. At Sottevast there was sufficient
trackage to accomodate 2,430 cars v/ith adequate space left for switching.
Couville was a marshalling yard for eastbound loaded trains from Cherbourg." In
effect, it was a railroad traffic control point where trains were pulled in,
classified and moved out v/hen track clearance was received. Normally, trains
were pulled in pairs b^- ''double-header^' engines. The crew of the leading eng
ine was of military personnel, while the second engine vjas operated by a French
civilian crew.

There v/ere difficulties on the Main lines as well as in the loading yards.
Through to the end of November, the following occurred:

1. Derailments—29, due to various causes, among than soft tr-':'ck from
settling of filled-in bomb orators, switch points not completely
closed, and inexperience of personnel witb """rench type switches.

2. Rear-ond collisions—29, due m^.inly to inadequate protection of
rear of train by trainmen, and engineers not having train under
control in occupied blocks.

3. 8ido-swipe collisions—7, due to various causes, mainly man
failures.
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4. Accidents not involving trains but pfcrsoncl injuries, totalled
eight milit'^ry ^nd one- civilicn; due to lov/ hcnging v/ircs
knocking crev; members from trclns, cudden stops sc-^rts of
trains, crawling under trains, end detrrir.ing from one into path
of another.

5. Miscellaneoiis—13, including tracks struck at crossings, firos
breaking out in overlonded errs, etc.

Pilferage of trains also become o x^roblcm during opcr'stion of the railroads
In NB3, so that special arrangements v;ere necessary in order to provide for a
sufficient number of guards to cope v;ith the situation. A battalion of Infantry^suffi- . ---- ^ —
men froin the 104th Division v/ns given the task of providin/" guards for each
ration train. Four guards v;erc placed aboard each doubl.-headcr to protect the
load.

On 19 September, the 7S0th Railv/ay Operating Battalion wns'Gssigncd to the
70Vth Railway Grand Division. At 0001 hours on 33 October 1944, the 730th ROB
assumed the duties of maintenance -nd operation of the lines from Lison to
Lisieux and Caen to Courseullcs, Previously these lines had been under British
jurisdiction; in I^ovember, the first American trains were loaded "t Caen. Dur
ing October and November, five additional operating batt-lions, five mobile v/ork^]
shops and two hospital maintenance platoons were assignc.d to the 7C7th Rrilway :
Grand Division.

crbourg to
r pass-

end of November

Passenger service, which h-^d bc-un in August, opercting from Oicrbou
lison^ carried approximately 70,000 civilien, military and Prisoner of •'"•n
engers during the first six vjseks of railrosd operation. By'th^- end of N
the total number of passengers amounted to appro
trains did not move on schedule b,ut as practical

Hospital trains, elaborately equipped (3cc Chapter rv for description), and
in many v;ays equal to the most excellent Pullfaan in the United States, were in
operation in. July. They were moving into Ch<arbourg st n rate of three to four
daily by the end of November. Tracks on the qu-ayside pcraitt''_d casualty evac
uation directly from train'to shrp with little exposure. All hospital trains
moved with a ''clear the track" priority.

During December, priority trains averaging 27 p.- r day moved f rom. NB'̂
carrying a dally average'of 10,518 tons, the bulk of v/hich was ammunition
totaling 105,173 tons. Other classes of supplies shipped forward during Dec-
ambpT" hv r»oil v.Trvp> follov/S.

O —-w. , — . w - -

ember by rail v;cre as follows.

OJ-r C1 I
QM C1 III
QM 01 II & rv
Ord C1 II & IV

53;884
15;104
23;743
26,517

Sig 01 IT & IV
Eng 01 II & TV
Hed 01 II ^ TV

TO 01 II & IV

C/'AS 01 II Ac IV

ll;529
52;393
3,956

3

6,-904

The total of all classes of supplies moved during the" month of December
over railroads was 336,075. In addition to above to-.n- "cs, this figure includes
non-priority shipments, such as mail, MRS* cool; it also includes passenger and
kospital trains, figured at 400 tons each, since they each use an engine and

i



... Normandy Base Section
Page 19

rail path for that amount of freight. There were also 95 hospital trains and
48 personnel trains moving to the front from Cherbourg during December; 85
returned through NBS, The personnel trains carried approximately 18,000 troops.
of which 3,379 were-replacements. A totEa of 71,000 tons of supplies were ship
ped to Advance Section ^nd 48,000 tons went to Seine Section. During the month
3,6S3 tons of mail were sent forv/ard through NBS.

Effective 7 December, the daily commitment was 8,400 tons of supplies;
this daily average was exceeded during December and many orders wore filled
that had been back-logged during the two previbus months due to the mud condit
ions at the depots,

•Railroad operations in NBS entered vjhat is referred to as Stage III {or
Phase III) operations during December (See Chapter IV). According to the SHAPT
plan this meant essentially that executive'control of the railroads was assum
ed by French Railway authorities. Actually, however, control over the two main
routes used by the U.S. ^orccs rameined vjith the Snd Military Railway Service,
The Cherbourg-Paris lines through Caen and Argentan wore still U.S. operated. -
In general 'all other lines within NBS reverted to French control. Under this
nrriigement, the'RTO placed his demands for service vjith the local Chef de Garc,
in a manner similar to operations in the United Kingdom. French control officee
were established at Caen, Folligny, Vire and Lison,

The 707th Railvjay Grand Division, vjhich had controlled rail operations in
Normandy since the allies began operations in connection with rehabilitating
and utilizing the railroads In France on 19 July 1944, departed during the
month of' December. Their control was taken ove" by the 710th Railway Grand
Division, operating from Seine Section. As the year 1944 ended, most of the
U.S. operated rail lines in Normandy were under the 7SSth Eailvjay Operating
Battalion. *In the Allied-controlled area east of Normandy and west of the ' *•
Seine River, the 7S0th Railway Operating Battalion worked the linos. Proposed
additional developments in the rail facilities in NBS wore discussed b.ut unfav--
Durably considered by G-~'i at that time.



APPENDIX NO.l

(Chapter VI)

LIST 0"^ TRATv^SPORTATION CORPS UNITS IN

NOHf.iANDY EASE SECTION AS OP 1 JAWmY 1945

UNIT LOCATION

Normandy Base Sectioj

474th Q?-: G-rp
6th Bn (M)

25th Cml Sm Cen Bn (M)
151st QM Bn {¥.)
513th (Sfi. Bn (M)
521st Q}.". En (M)

780 Base Depot Co
784th Base Depot Co
785th Base Depot Co

485rd

498th

499th

500th

511th

513th

514th

516th

518th

Port Bn

Port Bn

Port Bn

Port En

Port Bn

Port Bn

Port Bn

Port Bn

Port Bn

3rd Grp R Sta

Cherbourg
St» Tlcrc Eglise
le Molay
Oherbourg
St. Pierre Eglise
Formigny

Cherbourg
Pricqucbec
ricquobec

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Rouge Terre
Cherbourg
Granvillo

Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg

4th Port Hq Cherbourg
ISth Port Hq Cherbourg

85th Cml Sm Gen Co Le Molay
86th Cml Cen Co Le Molay

133rd QM Trk Co St, Vaast
165th Cml Sm Gen Co Le Molay
171st Cml Sm Gen Co Le Molay
391st QJ/I Trk Co Formigny

3383rd QM Trk Co Reville
5440th QJ,I Trk Co Delasse
5459th Ql'I Trk Co Delasse
3560th QM Trk Co Le Molay
3575th QIvI Trk Co '.Ehorbourg
3595th QM Trk Co Cherbourg
3599th QM Trk Co Formigny
3600th QM Trk Co Cherbourg,
3520th QM Trk Co Cherbourg
3629th QM Trk Co Chorbourg
3660th QM Trk Co St. Yaast

3674th QM Trk Co St. Pierre

3690th Trk Co Donville

3692hd QM Trk Co St. Marie
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(LIST 0"^ TC TJNITS C0NT*D)

•P'r:

UNIT

3700th

3737th

3738th

3863rd

3869th'

387Cth

3881st

400Snd

4026th

4027th

4028th

4031st

254th

255th

356th

257th

258th

259th

260th

261st
262nd

265rd

264th

265th

278th
298th
299th

300th
301st

322nd
323rd
324th
325 th

526th
527th

528th
529th
533rd
534th
535th
536th
537th
548th
549th

553rd
555th

557th

558th

574th

Oil Trk Co
Cy.! Trk Co
QAI Trk Co

Qj: Trk Co

"QM Trk Co
Qi5 Trk Co
QSi Trk Co
Q;' Trk Co

Qji Trk Go

Q:&! Trk Co

01* Trk Co
QJc! Trk Co

Port Co

Port Co

Port Go

Port Co

Port Co
Port Co
Port Co

Port Co

Port Co

Port Co

Port Co

Port Co

Port Co

Port Go

Port Co

Port Co

Port Co
Port Co

Port "Co

Port Co

Port Co
Port Co
Port Co
Port Co
Port ''Co
Port Co

Port Co
Port Co
Port Co
^ort Co
Port Co

Port Co
Port Co
Port Co
Port Co

Port Co
Port Co

LOCATION

Air Strip T-2-A22c
St. Pierre Egllsc
St. ?-*erc Eglise
Hav Gros

St. Pierre Sglise
Bandic-'vllle

Cherbourg

St. ?/Gre Egltsc
Formlgny

Le Molay
St. Mere Eglise
St. Pierre I^isc

Cherbourg

Cherboug

Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Quelvillon
Q,uelvillon
Quelvillon
Quelvillon
St. Savour le Vlcomtc
Cherbourg
Oolombe

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Granville
Barfleur

Campeux
St. Vaast

Equerdville
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Rouge Terre
Rouge Terre
Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Houge Terre
Rouge Terre
Cherbourg



(LIST OF TO UNITS CONT'D)

UNIT

594rth

630th

645th

646th

64Vth

656th

657th

658th

659th

Port Co

Port Co

Port Co

Fort Co

Port Co'

Port Co

Port Co

Port Go

Port Co

32Bth Harbor Craft Co

335th Harbor Craft Co

337th Harbor Craft Co

821st AJ^iphibious Trk Co
822nd Amphibious Trk Co

720th Railv/ay Opor Bn
728th Railway Oper Bn
757th Railway Shop Bn

101st Port Ifeirine-Naint Co

lp2nd Port Marine Maint Go
lb7th Port Marine Malnt Co

\

I

.} y. -y
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LOCATION

Rouge Terre
Granvllle

Ch erbourg
Octeville

Octeville

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Octeville

Octeville

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Caen

Cherbourg
Cherbourg

Cherbourg
Cherbourg
Cherbourg

\

,4':
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APFEMDIX NO.^

(Chapt er Vt)

CONDITIONS IMTE1^F^:ING VilTH TPUCK IdDVEMFr'TT

Mud in Depots
1. Effects;

a. Ruins brake linings and systems.
b. Overheats engines trying to pull out of mud.
c. Causes extra work for cleaning and maintenance;
d. Makes it necessary to handle cargo several times over, resulting

in increased loading time.
S. Action taken:

a. Mud constantly being fought by road maintenance and drainage,
t. Supplies, except for extra heavy equipment, being moved to hard

surfaced roads for loading into trucks.
3. Improvanents recormiendod:

More and better means of fighting mud.

Shortage of critical supplies and parts.
1. Effects;

Ties up trucks vjhich would ordinarily be in use.
S. Action taken; ^c>n"ive

Tire and tube problem still remains acute but because "Qj.^nanGe,
smphasis on proper tire maintenance and better distribu . -j^r-^gmber) •
the tire situation is not so serious as the previous for
At the end of this month (December) only one vehicle was de-a
lack of tires.
Improvements recommended:
a. Solving the tire shortage problem. nm ordnance
!>• Better planning for allocation of spare parts to various

shcps. . .1-^ p'iv©
Continuous inspection and pressure on units and drivers
Vehicles'and tires proper maintenance. i-,,T,nofl in a

a. That vehicles be available so that a unit which has
vehicle to an Ordnance shop for repairs can draw a repj-
immediately without having to bo content with a form
additional red tape necessary to get a replacement.
That trucks sent to forward areas bo released immediately up
completion of their original missions.

C,

0.

Shortage of Man Power:
1- Effects:

a.

ffecta; .
• T'ull use of vehicles not .utilized because of lack of drive

b. Same thing applies for maintenance.
Action taken;8.

3.

CljJpj.J.CC' i-CJ. —

Action taken; lo'-d to
Army truck companies, a majority of-which arc colored, on
Com Z, have only 76 drivers for each company allotment oi
There are not enough drivers to maintain a 24 hour use of
and colored drivers are not obtainable from replacement centers
augment these units. '

Improvements recommended: „
a. That enough drivers be supplied these units for maximum use oi

v.Ghicles, or
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b. That a system of loanlns drivers from one unit to another^be
follov/ed if the case permits.

c. That a pool of drivers be provided from which a unit can draw
in case of temporary shortage within its oxvn organization.

•/nT'

' Jr

vV'



.... Brittany Base Section
1

BRITTAIIY BAS^ SZCTIOIT

(CHAPTER VI)

The organization vrhich hecame Brittany Base SGCtion (BBS) on the
Continent \7as originally established ivi the European Theater of Operations in
the United Kingdo-i^ as Eastern Base Seotion unc^er the command of Colonel (later
Brigadier General) E'.TART G. PLAiHC. On 38 April 1944, under the command of
Colonel (later Brigadier General) HOY '.!• GHOV/ER, this orge.nlzation "became Base
Section ITo. 1, "by authority of General Order Ho. 37, Headquarters, European
Theater of Operations. Per Continental operations, Base Section Ho- 1 vvas
redesignated and established in Eiance as 3ritta.ny Base Section, by authority
of General Order Uo • 26, Heada-aa;*ters, Communications Zone, ETOUSA, dated 16
August 1944 . At the cioi---; of "the year 1944, Brigadier General GROV/-BH was still
in coinma.nd of Brittany 3a.se Section-

The Transportation Section ^as originally planned and came into existence
•^ith the appointment of Colonel LYIE 14. SHIELDS as Section Traffic Officer (STO)
on 17 May 1944. On 27 Aiu-rust. Lt. Colonel <•. EUGSHE SMITH, vras appointed STO
for BBS and on 1 December 1944. Colonel EUGSITE A. EVEHSBERG received the
appointment and occupied.this position at the close of the year 1944.

The Transportation Officer of Brittany Base Section '^as charged nith the
technical operation of all ports, inland "^ater"^ay3 and vjater transportation;
the operation of the railroads in conjunction uith the French officials who
actually operated the lines; and operational control of all Q,uarterinaster Truck
Companies in BBS. Originally, the STO was in command, of all TC troops and
units in BBS but later wns charged with their technical and. operational control
only, in which the STO was responsible for carrying out the obllg.ations of the
Transportation Corps to G-4 for the movement of supplies in BBS. The. org.aniza-
tional chart for BBS indicates that the Transportation Officer was one of 19
officers on the Special Staff of the Base Section Commanding General., In this
position his duties were in line '^ith normal staff responsihilities-, that is,
for ad.vice, information, coordination, cooperation, and planning within the
BBS headqviarters organization.

IThen Lt. Colonel Vj. EUGEIIE SMITH was appointed BBS Transportation Officer
on 27 August 1944, the various activities of the Transportation Section were
organized under his direction. The divisions and "branches which were formed
remained practically the seme through- the end. of the year, with a fev/ changes
in personnel. As of 31 December 1944, the organization of the BBS Transporca
tion Office was as follows:

Transportation Officer: Colonel EUGEHE A. E"VERSBERG
Deputy Transportation Officer: Lt. Colonel H. K31IECHBAUI.5
Chief, Movements Division: Major A. A. WILSOIT

Chief, Freight Branch: Captain EDMUMD F. KIRK
Chief, Passenger Branch: Captain JERRI L. DICKSON
Chief, Motor Transport Branch: Captain T. A. SA3ATSLLI
Chief, Rail Allocations Branch: Captain H. P- CIARK

Chief, Highway Traffic Division: Ca.ptai,n HEiTlTETH T. 'JILSGH
Chief, Administrative & Supply Division: Captain M* H* MANDEBERG
Chief, Mai^ine Operations Division: Captain MAIjUEL Q. LEV/I3
Chief, Statistical & Control Section: Captain C. G. TURH.ER
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I'-lovements Division

The responsihillty of Movements Division was the coordination and.
control of the v-nrions Transportation Corps facilities "'ithin the Base Section
and the assurance that supplies were moved b,y the most suitable and efficient
method. Under the direct supervision of Movements Division were: the .ureight,
Pa.ssennger, Motor Transport, and Kail Allocations Branches, whose activities
for the period 1 October throu^ 31 December are indicated, below;

Freight Branch

from

December 1944:

/ "i. The most acute problem at the end of 1944 was that o ^
of French Railway Officials and worl^ers- Dije to the acute food - -o
in Paris and to the east of Paris, the French wei*e inclined to .
priority to civilian freight traffic, thereby delaying military
This difficulty has not been ovorcomo com^)letcly but by close coor ma
tion of rail facilities and constant follo'v-up of military shipmen s e
general overall picture has been Improved from the military stan '
Other factors contributing to the solution of the proolem are the inc ease
of rolling stock due to repairs, ^tho location and use of
WBgons, and the decreasing military/ renuircinents in Brittauy Base n.

"2^ The only other major problems are the continued shortage of
specialised equipment and the shortage of locomotives of all t;;rpes-^
best use of locomotives is made by dispatching trains of maximum weig-
and reducing switching to a minimura.

"3. During August and September, there were many problems ox
ization ^ind-operation. The organizational problems wore solved by the
addition of-personnel and the added experience of the staff; the pro ems
of operation were reduced by repaii! of trackage, wagons and locomotives,
and the increase in the supply of coal.

*'4. V7ith the chr-nge in the tactical situation and the movement of
.forces from the Brest area, the problem of supply was considerably re
duced.

"5. Following is a summary of freight hauled from the beginning
operations on 18 August 1944:

Aim RATI0U3 POL OTHER TOTAL

August 11839 2846 6055 4786 23526

September 52194 69899 37238 40656 199987

October 41249 100213 19024 32574 193060

November 29975 46631 10604 15451 102661

December 19222 25725 19645 30073 94665

Total 154479 245314 92566 121540 , 613899 "

of
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Passcn/ror Branch

The Passensor Branch of Kovenents Division -as charpd
of handling..the.mcyomont of all personnel hy rail or motor transport, cxvilxans

well-as -rnilita^^-personnel and P0»J'9.

Tnis branch remained nnder the direction of Captain f
of Branch, during the last ouarter of tho year 1944. A of the total
porsonnol moved "by rood and mil for the months indicated follows.

U.S. Troops
All ied Troops
PO-.;'s •
Patients

U. S. Troops
Allied Troox^s
P0-.7's

Patients

U. S. Troops
Allied TrooT)S
P0".7's
Patients

total

total

tota:

pC'P05PK_^J,.9£d

rjr-.l.

b.. 9.^0
. Gd9

31 9^3

Ho tor-

1,704
589

1/962

Total •

11.654;-
3,043,

33,905
• • • • o J . > - -I- 5 ^ ^

-.(:To hoowiml^Trains nri~inated in 333 dtirin'^: •.
44,552 4,055 48,607 October)

I'lOViir.SLR - 19-14

Hail .

3,582
2,914

17,467

P5C31QHH - 1944

!,:otor

667

Total

4,349
2,914

10,971 - 10,971 -
(Ho hospital trains originated__l^BS dnring^Uovember)

667

Hail Motor Tot:-\l

14,379 744 15,133

1,340 268 l.,608

18,334 244 18,578

' 1.823 •t • 1.823

35,876 1,256 37,132

During Decomhor, 11 hospital trains detrained 4,107 pcrsonnol^;5 hospital trains
cntmined 1,828 personnel in 333.

As a terroomry means of assisting Prench officials during October in hand-
ling the of drench civilians, their-o™ limited nnnher of ?':-^®onser
tratn/haviinrhcen halted duo to shortage of.coal, action -,as taken xh 33S .for
th^ movtoit'if such passengers, in limitod numbers on reguxarly sch^uled supply
traiiis. A dotailod -olRn was devised and issued as Opora-cions ..icmorandu o. 3.^rli::;rtati:n Section, BBS, dated 38 -October 1944. -.his pi- -as effeota ^ as
of 0001 hours, 39 October 1944 for personnel traveling oet o- the
Morlaix, St. Brieuc, L'Hermitago, Bonnes, Dol, Lo Mans, ^ -/ting
called for tho addition of one empty box car to eacn symbol train o g
in Srittanv Base Section, end where authorized travel requirements were jus -iftr ^r-enpt/car .,as attacnod. to local supply trains. po_number of porson.
nel on each train mas not to ezoood 39. V/arrents ^crc to bo issued to
orlz:ed, personnel as shown below.

Allied Army .and Ha^/y iporsonnol -(except French as in ".c" below)a.

w
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"b. US Rod Cross and civilian employees of the US Army. »
c. Trench personnel authorized hy the French HTO.

This plan Was discbntimied T7hoh the SNCF instigated opf^ration of passenger
service 1 Hbvenher 1944. Operation Memorandum No. 3 rvas rescinded by letter
dated 1 ITovenber 1944.

Motor Transnort Branch

This branch of Movements Division "-vas responsible for the operational
control of all Q,uartormaster Truck: Companies in the area, authorizing trips,
establishing priorities in accordanco "^ith G-4 policy and stipulations,
for consolidating and rendering all motor vehicle operational reports to 0 OT.
This means of centralized control for a.ll truck operations served to avoid
loss of ton-miles and to conserve and use to the maximum extent the available
inotor transportation facilities. The branch supplied truck transportation
for the 5th llajor Port in the operation of the ports of ^'^rlaix-Hoscoff and
3t. Michel-en-Grevo until these ports closed-' On 2 iTovenber, Captain
A. S^4TBLLI took over the duties of Motor Transport Officer-

Under the supervision and direct control of the Transuortation Section,
trucking units in Brittany Base Section opera.ted under Eq- 512th

Uroup (to), which functioned as a command agency for planning, supervising,
^nd coordina.tlng the operation, training, administration, and supply of the
H'̂ i'Tterinaster units attached or assigned to the Group. During October, the
ollowing trucking units operated under this Group:

196th qu Battaltion. Mobile (TC) 4012na qi.I Truck Co (TO)
398th Cil'I Truck Co (TO) SRath C^M'Truok Co (TO)
670th Truck Co (TC) 669th ^vl Truck Co (TC)
3902nd Truck Co (TC) 3399th q)A Truck Co (TC)
4005th Truck Co (TC) 3409th Truck Co (TO) _ ^

(Employing a total of 304 vehicles)

Headquarters, 470th Battalion Mo die (TO) was relieved from attachment to
12th QM Group (TO) and assigned to Advance Section, Com Z, on 25 October.

ton 6 X 6 COE vehicles. The 388th, 669th, 3399th and 3409th Truck Com
panies (TC) opernted'directly und.er the 51Sth Group (TO), engaged In
general Line of Communications transport. Hq. 196th Battalion, Mobile (TO)^
670th and 3902nd Truck Companies (TO) "ere engaged, in nort clearance for
the 5th Major Port. The 39Bth and 4005th Truck Companies'" (TO) were engaged
in general hauling at Morlaix and transnorting POv/'s at St. Theogonnec; the
4012th Truck Co (TO) ?j.as at Brest d.oing general hauling.

On 30 Octobor» the 388th and 669th Truck Companies (TC) departed
J3S. On 20 December the 3902nd QJ-i Truck Co (TO) was relieved of attach

ment to 196 qKl Battalion, Mobile (TC) and on 23 Docnmber. the 398th QM" Truck
Co was relieved from 196th Battalion Mobile (TO). Hq and Kq Det. 196th
qjA Battalion, Mobile (TC) moved from Morlaix to Rennes and took over operations
there on 23 Decombor. On 28 December, the 670th Q,M Truck Co (TC) was re
lieved from attachment to 196th Battalion, Mobile (TC).

from BBS
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r,,. p ^ ° the following units "ore ooerating tinder 512thcy'i Group (TC), on.-agod in general Lino of CoTmunications hauls and port clear
ance for the 5th tinjor Port at Korlair and St. Theogonnec:

196th Battalion, Mohilo (TC)
3399th Truck Co (TC)
3409th Truck Co (TC)

4005th q:.{ Truck Co (TC)
4012th Q>: Truck Co (TC)
(Bmploying a total of 174 vehiclbs)

^ principal problem confrontod by the TC trucking conroanies oueratihg .in 33i> during the last quarter of the year 1944 that of obtaining materi
als for Ure repairs, ?f^rticular3.y tiro patches. Cold uatchos -rere not
practicaDlc -s they pooled off; for this reason, only hot -pntches could bo
used but they '-vore not available. As hi.~h as 75 to '85 punctures -ere en
countered. oac.i day per truck cornpany at Brest during the unriod just after the
ci y .as taken. In ope.iing depots, a.oout 25 or 30 punctures a dav '^ero en
countered per tiaick comr^a.y diie to muddy roads, imbedded ^Ith sharo rocks,
^^^^culty —as also 'experionc"id in ootaining vehicles from Ordnance Shops
uthin 72 houx's. During Deconbcr there mas consid-orablo difficulty in obtain

ing anti-froeze solution.

Ihiring this quart'"* 308,855 tons —ere hauled; 65,171 officers and. enlisted
nrn Wfirn novrd and .-^pproxlmtelj 763,962 .-nllfis -ore tmvelfid during the urocoss
of Tn.-acing those v.-irious hauls, llovonoei groatost month in point of
volume of tons .-hnd porsrinnel trfmsuortod; those "oro 128,850 and 22",404 . ospect.
ively, OctoDor showod loss tonnage and. personnel moved, hut more mileage w.as
covered..

Hail Al-locations Branch

This branch s establisned under the Transportation Office in hovembor-
Its mission mas to distribute cars engines in the BBS area and to maintain
li.oison betmeen BBS and the French SiXF.

In carrying out its duties, one project of importa.nce mas in connection
vrith the securing of initials and numbers of damaged cars in BBS area; this -as
done through the -HTO's. Arrengencnts -ore then made -ith SKCF officials to
make the necessary repairs, giving preference to box cars and high-side gon
dolas. The result of this rovk was a return of approximatoly 2000 cars in
-lO'*. ember and 2000 cars in December. During the car shortage that developed
during these two months tn^^ir distribution was done through the Transuorta.tion
Officer, BBS, on a priority basis established by G-4.

Holling stock available in BBS as of 30 Kovenber and 31 December was as
follows:

As of ' .wAs of

Item . . .
30 Nov 31 Doc

1944 • -• 1944

Box Ca.rs : • 246 • 214
Gondolas, high sides 75 322
Gondolas, low sides 32 84
Flats, short wheel base • •»t

645 531
Flats, long wheel base • 62 46
Passenger Coaches, 1st 01
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I ten

Passenger Coaches, 2nd and 3rd 01
Switch Bngines
Head Engines

As of As of

30 Nov • 31 Dec

1944 1944

1 6

34 34

159 95

Highwcay Traffic Division

The Eigh^ray Traffic Division vras charrged '"itn^tho ros-oonsioi i y '
routing of all road novonents through and 'within 33S , the cloari-^fg e ro. o-
convoys, the preparing of strip naps, -and for nainta.ining road roconn..i ^sr-nc
for an up-to-date picture of the condition of higrr*'ay routes i i.i-- ^
Heconnaissance uas done in connection ^ith the Enginnors yno rt.paxre ®
the "basis of recomenclations from the Kighvay Tr.affic Division- ••
is quoted fron an HistfriCal Honort prepared oy tnis division cove i ^
tions fron 1 Octo"bor through 31 Decnnhor 1944;

"1. During this period tho nunher of convoys and^schod.ulcd^
3y this division included 109 Inim-Section Convoys tot. li c >
252 Inter-Soction convoys totalijag 7267 vehicles-

"2. Movement of VIII Corps Units; the Snd, 8th. and 11th Divisions
^ ^...t A oncountered

•w • V V ^ • w ^ w • — —" •

'̂ ero handled "by this office. ITo unusu-al difficulties . oro
nnd. mo.veinents vero accot-Tplished vrithout confusion.

"3. The movemont of the 66th Division into this hnso
difficult to handle as confusion at port of deoa.rication ma ^
convoy edvicc from irormandy Base impossihle- Close liaison ^ , .
!-'-iUtary Police, BBS expedited this move by nso of

' this haso section to the Assemhly area. The movenont of the vyi. ion
from the Asscnhly area to operational area "'as •'"ithout inci on

"4, Eigh^vay reconnaisance throughout the B^se SoCtion was k ,pt lap
to {^a,te and overlays showing most recent high'̂ 'ay conditions ..oro pro
pared for distri'bution. Information was also recorded on a master higli-
way mop along with all highway infor-mo-tion of other Base Sections,
giving a picture of oveilable high\=Tays throughout Franco-"

AdlPinistrati'On & T)U.ri^<nn

This division was responsible for handling all personnel, files, records, ,
and corrospondonce pertaining to Tr.ansnortation Corps activities

Marine Q-peratlnns Dlvi^^ir.n

This division '"as initially under Lt. Colonel GSORG-S D- KUB3AED. Tho
; marine operations in BBS were at St. ivIichol-en-Greve and Morlaix-first marine operations

Roscoff, these ports having been opened. 3 August and 5 Septombor, respec--.
tivcly. The port of St. Brieuc was opened in BBS on 16 September-

During October, Lt. Colonel EUBBARD was transferred to the Office of tho
Chief of Transportation and the Marine Operations Divisionvas placed under the
supervision of Captain wlAITUEL 0. Lir./IS of the 8th Traffic Regulating Group-
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The duties involved during the last quarter of the year were essentially the
sano as' previously ostahlishod, that is, supervising rpcords. equipnont -nd-
personnel nc>" c.od in the r'.-^intcnancc of the vai-i'*^us riarinc .operations .in the*.
333 heep/ing cor'.plctc rccrds of '^11 daily dxschr.rf:c operations, ship tiifn-
around, car. o disx^osols, equip; .nt needs, •stbrr. and-tidal conditions; r.iaint'"_in-*
inr liaison ^-:ith other marine operations oranches on the Continent, in the "CS
and the • "

Opcr.ations at St. I^ichol-on-Greve closed on 1 Octooer and at St- Brieuc,
on 25 Octooor (See under 5th Major Port, Chapter III).

Statistical & Control Section

This section handled, all rcnorts and vas responsihle for forwarding them
to OCOT.

Oaer^tion of Port of llorlair.-Hoscoff

thru. 51 Pec-^uoer 1944

The Port of Morl.aiy-Poscoff continu'^d opor.ations during Cctohcr. Siy
moorings were in use rnd th'^ principal classes of supplies unloaded consisted
principally of amFmnition and ra.tions from Bihorty Shins .and POL from Tankers.
At ahout 1500 hours on 4 Octohcr, during a storm, t'"'o Lihorty Ships "broke from
their moorings and small craft v^cro scattered .ahoxit; .a 30-ton floating crane
"'as "boanhed and several DBP's wore damaged-. It was not until daylight 9 Oct
ober that operations at the wort had returned to normal. On 15 October, the
Marine Siiuerintendent of the 5th Major Port reported that three of the buoys in
the inner anchorage "^ere out of line and that the Hnx'y had requested a buoying
ship from Chorbnurg. These buoys could not be used until reset which "^^as not
accomplished until 19 iTovomber.

At 0430 hours on 15 October, approrimately 330 Prench civilian stevedores
refused to proceed with discharge oporetions at Morlaiy because of tne heavy
rain. This left craft in the harbor that they had not discharged in time for
moving out '^ith the tide. To meet the emergency thus created, the Bth Major
Port transferred- the 3G6th Port .Battalion to Morlaix from St^. Michel-en-Creve;
at that time this battalion "'as being nsed to clear surplus in dumps adjacent
to Morlaix. One, Comp.any was sent to Landivisinu to complete the unfinished
work there and the other was assigned duties assisting in sorting at Roscoffv
The other two companies wore .assigned, to discharging operations at -•lorlaix. ••

On IP October, another storm broke '"hich necessitated the cessation of
operations at 1600 hours. During the night, several Liberty Ships uq-i-o /rorn '
from their moorings. The shi^) "Zarembo" sustained t'--:'o broken anchors ."jid re
turned to the U.K. shortly afterwards. All shios were danared by d.rifting
barges; several harbor craft werp beached or grounded. During mid-afternoon
the following day the 'storm subs.ided but the Haxg/- advised that only four cargo
vessels could be moored because of mooring shiftings.

On 33 October, the ship "Empire Pym" arrived at Morlaix with 2945 tons (DW)
of 80 octane gasolina, the .first largo tanker to be placed in POL service in
BBS. Turn-around of this t.anker, and the "Y" tankers "'hich shuttled to and :
from Cherbourg, was dol.ayod because of weather conditions and frequent groundino-
of POL barges, resulting in the port not mooting the POL tonnage target of 600
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tons ner day. An amrrrunition disch-ar/^o tf^rgot of 1500 tons daily^as sot
"bnt --ns also difficult to maintain because of the preyailin." ^-^oathor condij
tions. Shins loaded nith CJpartcrmaster Class I supplies --ore also unloadod
during October, but Ordnance Class V supplies -rere given onority in disc^ia-rg
ing onerations in order to arrive as closely as possible to so ^ * .
Despite the -reverses caused by inclement reather and vessel groundinys
October, in five instances, over 1000 tons "^orc discharg'^d rom on - v.^ssc
one day.

During ITovenber, operations at the port of .-lorlaiy-'^oscoff
four ocean-going cargo shins being v^orked. Only throe moori-.go n i. .
at the hogiiming of the irionth ancl this nurfoer flropprd to t-ro,
four being under repair. This resulted in a reduction of '
The mooring situation nas finally cleared up by U Jovenoer
placed in service. This made it possible to 'mork four ships •-- - ,
auaiting discliargc in the inner anchorage. The total number o -fnl'lr-rs-
ing discharge during llovcinbGr "^as 15, "'ith total tonnage . isc. a r, .

Ammunition 32,263
Rations 23,991
POL 4,073

• Vehicles ^-0^5
TOTAL 68,362

Several barges at St. lAalo Pore connitionod during llovembcr
i^iorlalx for service; those Pore the Solon, the Francois, and ' p^p-v,o-iira- to
•^as agreed by the OCOT that on 2 ilovomber all tardc convoys ^
^iorlaix uould be discontinued and all future tankers destine p-^odnuartors
of Morlaix would briginato in the U.K. On reoucst from A \j_ve:sbor
Allied Uxpeditionary Forces, .SHAEF Main 3-67008, dated 16 -k - T'orlaix
it was decided tloat no further bulk POL shipments -.Tould be made
efter 30 ITovembcr 1944. The last discharge of POL supplies mas on
vember, and .-.11 future forecasted arrivals were cancelled and the vo
were diverted.

In order to relieve the serious short.age of cranes at ^ ^
Le Eavre end Rouen, the ship "Empire Karcourt" mas ordered to ..loriai^ -
unload eleven cranes which woro rele.osed by the 5th Major Po,. t an o.
on this vessel, which sailed from Morlaix on 15 Hovember 1944.

Tentative plans were made for the closing of the port of Morlaix and
the transfer of the 5th Major Port personnel to the port of Antwerp-
Approximately one half of the personnel of the 5th Major Port, p''
Co., were ordered to move to Ant-crp. On 24 November, Captain DODLrhA^ o.
P0RTE0U3 and Captain I^NUEL 0. LEUI3, proceeded to Morlaix for the purpose
of .sur%-eying the port and to assist the 5th Major Port in attempting to
increase its daily tonnage. Subsequently, the daily tonnage ^overside w.as
increased from approximately 2400 tons to 3000 tons. On 27 November, Moye-
racnts Division, OCOT, surveyed the possibility of using the port of St. Ualo
for future operations. The results of the survey showed tppt the port of St.
Malo could handle r.t least 1000 tons of coal per day. The coal was to be
brought in on coasters from the U.K. and it v^as anticipated that the port cl
St. itlalo would soon be in operation.
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Upon req^uest from Loire Section, pnd in agreement vith 5th liajor Port
and OCOT, arrangements were made for the shipment of 30,000 sacks of
Hail, destined for the United States. Permission v/as obtained from the v.*ar
Shipping Administration for the handling of this cargo and the mail was load
ed aboard the "Pio Pica"; 496 tons (LU) were loaded. The total amonnt of mail
handled was 1272 tons.

•In qonjnnctipn with the Prench authorities, a meeting was held on 8 Dec
ember in the office.of the Commanding Officer of the 5th Major Port, in com
pliance with a T '̂fX received from OGOT. Captain DOUGLAS C. PORTEOUS attended
representing the Marine Operations Branch, BBS, and Lt. Colonel S. P. EYIbij,
from Marine Operations Division, OCOT. The meeting v;as held to discuss the
feasibility of using the port of i'orlaix for the unloading of coal, using
Prench civilian agencies, and to consider the possibilities of opening the
port by 20 December. It was finally decided that the 5th Major Port would re
lease certain ships and equipment to the Prench, providing that the equipment
remain at 1-Iorlaix, and that the Transportation Corps would furnish a represen
tative at tlie port for the purpose of reporting on the maintenance of the
equipment and furnishing a situation report on the amount of coal discharged
daily. On 18 December, 90,000 gallons of Diesel oil v/as pnmped into the tank
er "Prancois" and turned over to the French, On 8 December, the Liberty Ship
PH-249 established a nevj port record by completely unloading in 119 hours at
an average rate of 955 tons (DVf) per day, v/hich was 90 percent of the daily
target;'average unloading was 67 percent of the daily target. The following
units were released from assignment to Brittany Base Section end departed for
Antwerp on 22 December:

104th Port M'arine Maintenance Co. 330th Earbor Craft Co.
134th Pinance Detaclnnent 520th Port Battalion
345th Medical Dispensary 5S2nd Port Battalion
1592nd Engineer Utilities Det, 386th Port Battalion.
995th Signal Port Service Co.

The Port Battalions left Morlaix, loaded on two LSX's; the balance of the 5th
Major Port units, including a Headquarters Detachment, the 333rd Harbor Craft
Company, and the 583rd Port Company were left behind to close out the remain
ing installations and to assist in loading out the Liberty Ship with the equip-r
ment of the 5th Port and the 333rd Harbor Craft Comapny's vessels and were -
scheduled to depart as soon as the equipment had been loaded.

District Trans-portation Office

Central District. Brittany Base Section

Activation and Assignment of Personnel

On 30 Hovember 1944^ Loire Section v;as dissolved and the area previously
administered by that Section v;as incorporated within the boundaries of Brit
tany Base Section, This change was made in accordance with General Order Ho.
65, Headquarters, Communications Zone, ETOUSA, Issued on that date. As a re
sult, a sub-office of the Transportation Section, BBS, was established and de
signated the Transportation Office, Central District, BBS, located in Le Mans
and occupying the former Loire Transportation. Section building. The new sub-
office began operations on 5 December 1944, with Lt. Colonel DOITALD M, JACQJIES^
as District Transportation Officer, (DTO), and a detachment of the 8th Traffic
Regulation Group, relieving Colonel GEORGE A, FORD, previously Loire Section
Transportation Officer and 15th Traffic Regulation Group.
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lb.e duties of the STO were much, the same as those formerly- assigned to
the Loire Section Transportation Officer, However, after th&-af"c-a for vrh-.ch
he vras responsible came under the jurisdiction of -•'rittany -^ase Section, tne
DTO cane under the B3S TraJisportatlon Office^r" and; v/as. responsible to tlio.lat—
ter for all policies and opera.tions within the ^27i-striet Area., 'The re-latxon—
ship betvocn the STO and DTO was simila-r to tliat'of a "Branch and r-omo Office".
The functions of each vrero sinila.r, the LTO covering a more limited a.rca,,^ -ne
District Transportation Office fon«7ardcd all reports to the 3r.se Section -ran—
sportation Office for consolidation and forx*/arding to OCOT, Orders, directives,
and OCOT circulars, v/ere forv/c,rded by the STO to the 3T0, CoiTolrints and svig—
gestions from the LTO were fo3n';a.r<|4a to the STO for action or sending to n:.jh—
er hea.dquartsrB.

f

It had been decided during prelininary ulanning for this cli/^ngc, tna.t
personnel of the 8th Traffic Regulation Group v.rould he assigned to each
stalla.tion operated by personnel of the 15th Traffic Regulation Group, on .no
basis of man for man, in order to facilitate instiuction and the transfer of
duties. An ahvancc party consisting of Lt. Colonel <jACQ,uj^S, DiO, ..ajor - • •
jsPHnGR, Chief Movene-nts Division, and Lt, H.T. BURSO, Administra.tive ffic^r,
arrived at Le llpjis to coordina^tc and a.rrange vtth the 15th 'i.ra.ffic Hegula.tioii
Group for the transfer. Hajor V/, C, HOFHIiTS, RTO at Dreux, accompanied the
party to Le i.ans and proceeded on to Drcux.

The main pa.r.ty of the 8th Traffic Regulation Group dctaclimcnt arrived at
I'C 14ans on 29 November from ISS v.hcrc most of tlicm had been on Detached oc-r—
"^icc. Initial a,ssignments of porsonnol vierc made as indicated bclov;.

LTO, Le hans : 11 officers, 48 enlisted men
RTO, Le hans : 6 officers, 34 enlisted non •
RTO, Cha.rtres i 3 officers, 12 enlisted men
RTO, Drcux : . 3 officers, 15 enlisted men
RTO, Laval : 1 officer, 4 enlisted men
RTO, xi-lcncon and sub-HTO, Surdon: 1 officer, 5 enlisted men.

i-cmbcrs of the 8th Traffic Regulation Group worked with personnel of
tnc 15tn Tra.fiic Rcg<ilation Group a,t RTO installat'ions until 2 December, v/hcn
the 15th TR.G began concontrating at Lc i-kuis for movement, I.embers of tnc
15th TEG previously in the Loire Section Transportation Office continued on—
orations until relieved by personnel of the 8th TRG 'on. 5 December»•

In order to comply v.dth orders from the 33S Transportation.'.Officor, fo"'
the release of 4 officers and 40 enlisted men on Detached'Service, changes'
were made in tne number of a,ctivc installations md pcrsoniiel assigned to
them, ChangoB in lnsta.llations..-v;ero as follows:

RTO, Alcncon and sub—RTO, E-ordon, closed 13 December
RTO, Laval, closed 14 December
RTO, Couterno, opened 23 December - to service Quartermaster activities

in the CoutcrnG-Bagnollos area, in the shipping of firewood,
Sub-HTO, Dcommsy, servicing the 15th r-o-olacomcnt Dopot.j- closed 26 Dec

ember,
Sub-HTO, Champagne, servicing Q-175 A, closed 28 Dcccmbor, due to trans

fer of depot to Lo hans.

Unit Chun£:cs

During the period 11 December to 16 December, the 3890th Truck Comrjr-'ny
was converted from a 2f-ton 6x6 standard truck company to a 10-ton semi-
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trailer tmck company. On 17 DcccmT3cr, tho 331st and 595th Truck Companios
v;crc placed on Bctachcd Service vrith the 11th Armored Division, The 3902
Q '̂I Trnck Ooh-spany v.^as relieved froiri attachment to the 512th Group (Mohilo)
on 19 Dccomher. The 3438th Qii Truck" Co v;as transferred to Oise Section on
27 Doccmhor.

Oocrr-tions of DTO and HTC s ' ' ,
The principal activities of the DTO during Dcccmhcr are summarized "below:

(1) Supervised and coordina.ted the Chartros-Pcnncs "bulk POL service.
(2) iia,dc a survey a.nd reported to the Trmsporta.tion Officer, 33S, regarding

rail facilities and the status of SITCP rolling stock,
(3) l.'adc reconna-issancos and coordinated v;ith the Quartermaster in order to

expedite the movement of firev7ood from the Couterne— Bagnollcs area.
(4) Coordinated and expedited the movement of l\iin"bcr shipued "by the Engineers

from the Tours a.rea..

(5) Instituted a survey of SHOP car repair facilities at Le hans and Chartres.
(5) Poactiva.tcd "bivouac area at the junction of Highv/nys lT-157 and IT—23 in

order to accomodatc transient organizations,
(7) Supplied vehicles to the various services and agencies for use in "build

ing and ma,inta.ining P0V7 camps, "building and maintaining roads, depot—
to—railhca,d hauling, railhcad-to—depot hauling, and the transporting of
supplies to hospitrLs and other instaJ.la.tions in tho district,

(s) Estahlishcd procedure for operation Of ?.TO*s in the district.

The RTO at Lo Ma-ns encountered a considcra'blc amount of difficulty in

coordinating and controlling ya.rd operations and o"bta.ining correct informa
tion from the SHCF during Docom'bor "but after several experiments, a. prodccurc
wa.s a.grccd upon and su"bscquontly the most important doficiencios wore corrected
In order to expedite the handling of tra.ins through tho station a.t night,
floodlights vrcrc installed. Initia.lly, there v;as a great mount of difficulty
in servicing and operating the hoa.ting units of hospital, trains "but imnrovo-
ments were made as a. part of tho concerted efforts expended "by the B.TO in
handling these trains as promptly as possi"blc.

At Oha.rtrcs, during December, the HTO cxpcrioncod a great incrca.sc in
depot activity,. The scaling of cars and placing guards on shipments from
other Sections and Base Sections were nocossary in m-my instances. Tho RTO at
Drcux had very little depot activity and vjork there consisted mainly of chock
ing pa.ssing trains and norma.l station routine. It "became necessary to correct
the docujncnta.tion of 28 trains originating in ITormandy Base Section.

Tho District Transportation Office remained essentially the same except
for the changes indicated a'bovc, duo to a. reduction in personnel. The person?-
ncl strength and organization of the DTO nt the end of Dccomhcr v.^as as
follows:
(1) Strength - 6 officers and 28 enlisted men.
(3) Organization:

District Transportation Officer - Lt, Colonel D, M. JACQJJES
Chief, Movements Division —Ma„Jor R. L, BEElfflR
Chief, Ercight Branch - I'njor R. J. DOTY
Chief, Pansongor Branch - Lt, R. R, EATIEIT
Chief, Highway Branch, Capt, C, 2, McKEEK
Chief, uotor Transport Division - Major W, S, DAVIDSOh
Chief, Adninistrativo Division - Lt, H, J, BURSO
Chief, Historical & Statistical Branch « Lt. 2. W, OAKS.
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Active RTO installr.tions.wcrc at Lo Clirxtrcs, Dreixs, rT.d Coutcrnc vhcro
tlie personnel strength at the close of Dcccnhcr v.'as:

RfO, Lc ::.ans - 7 officers and 2? enlisted nien
Ohrxtrcs, 3 officers end 13 enlisted ncn

RTO. Rrcns: — 2 officers end 13 enlisted ncn
^'^0, Couternc —1 enlisted nan.

• >

• ...

•* <•
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3AS5 SBG?IOIT

(CxiEytQr Tl)

Ohaxinel 3as© Section (C3S), aji srea bomded by the Seine Hiver on the
soTith., the Snglish Channel on "the vreat, Holland on the north, and Adyenco,
OisG, and Seina Sections on the oa.st, v;as activated on 15 September 19-1-4 under'
the command of Colonel B'SIWOiT S. JACOBS, Bhe position of CBS transportation
Officer wa.s assigned, to Colonel JOSEPH ''h PAlilHlH, v.ho still officiatod in this
capacity at • the close of the year 1944# (See Chart on opposite page for organ
ization of CBS Transportation Office). *

hi Soptembor 1944, an Advance Detachment of 13 officers and 9 enlisted
men, formerly on duty with the Transportation Section of V/ostorn Base Section ;
in the United Eingdom, proceeded to lo Havre, the tomporarily designated hoad- .
qiir.rtors for Channel Br.so Section, and arrived on 18 Soptembor# Their drto of
arrival a,t Lo Eavro v/a-s only six days after tho British and Canadians had cap
tured the G-orman garrisons in the city.

Be Ha.vrc, including not only tho port faoilitios but also tho centrrl
part of tho city and residontal districts, v;as in an oxcoodingly devastated
condition resulting from tho heavy "boabardmonts to ^'hich it 'was subjoctod be
fore and during tho la,tcst stages^ of tho soigo# The city and most of tho port
installations had boon blasted to a, mass of rubble and tv/istod stool franos,
and added to this wore tlio domolishod dochs, bridges, ahd locks which tho cnomy
had destroyed to keep thorn from falling intact into Allied'possession# In ad
dition to this chaotic situa.tion v;as tho naturally unfriendly and uncoop orativo
a.ttitudo of tho people of tho city whoso homos Iird boon destroyed and v;hoso
numorotis relatives and friends had bocomo ca.sualtios#

Tho first days after the arrival of tho Advance Party wcro devoted to
making surveys ot tho a.rea in order to locate available.billots for tho,.Port
units, x)ossiblo areas for beaching LST's ond snallef^ craft xuitil dock facilities
could be repaired, dump and turn-around areas, and'-in conjunction v/ith tho
Base Section Englnoors reconnaissances wcro ma.dc' covering tho various i\ailway
facilities v/ithin tho area# Details rogprding tho vrork that wp-s done to rcha.-
bilitnto tho port of Lo Havre are given in Chaptor III, undor 16th 1-ia.jor Port.
Tho CBS Transportation Section subsequently bocamo opcrcotivc on 21 Soptombcr,
vhon the 3S16tIi Qracartoriaaster Truck Germany pdrformod tho first p.ssignod mis
sion for tho Base Section Transportation Officer by hauling rations and gas
oline for Hoadquartors, Chnniiol Base Soctlon, • .. ....

It was plaiinod that Clianaicl Basc'Soction would cover the. somofcrritory
north of the Seine B-lvor as the 21st Arm;j' Group 'and that as the area changed
for-the "latter, Channel Base Section boundaries v.uuld bo a.djustod a.ceordingly
(SoG Appendix Ho# 1, this Chapter, for CBS Station List as. of 31 December 1944).

The T^ans•e^^?r^t.Q:tion Section Advanco Party at Antv/orp

After tho main body of the Transportation Corps officers :pn6.-enlisted
men anrivcd at Lo Havre, roconnaissanco parties "Vforo scn; '̂ to .Brussels and
Antvjcrp as well as to key cities 'on the main route's, in order to dotoroino
tho most suitable depot sites and .installations roquirod to hcndlo the approx
imate 100.,000 troops that ,vK)uld fxinction under tho jurisdiction of Channel
Base Section within a few da,ys# Upon return of those rocojmrfsqnco parties to
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Lo Hpvro niid, nftcr p. study of their rcoortsrxi Advrjico Pr.rty of the ..rrnG—
portr.tion SQction, OBS, loft for Antwerp to r.rrrngo for r Trrnsportrtion Sec
tion Hoadqurxtors in that city. At that tine it was mticipatcd th-at^.^itv/cip
would ho the .location for Hoadapaxters, Channel Base Section, and nccoiiigs
worp held.daiiy \fith the Civil and British authorities in that area to dcucr
nine the facilities that would "bo used "by the Ancricans.

.On IS Hovcmher, the Advance Party at Antvrorp v/as directed to proccod •
innediatoly to Lille, as it had "been decided to loCcato the hoadqua.rtors oi
CBS in that city. Upon arrival of the party at Lillo, the nocosGary arrango-
monts wore loa.do for "billeting personnel and a "building for tho iianopor . . loi-
Office was soloctod at 607 Sue"do la. Bopuhliquc in an a.partncnt xorder
ly used "by the Grcsta-po. ^2hc novc of Hoa-dquartcrs, CBS, fron o - a.vi o
Lille wa.s made on 27 Novcin"bor.

One of the duties of the Advance Party sent to -Uitwcrp
the port at Ostend and make arrangcnonts for tho handling of i. 0 ^
As a result, operations "began iinmodia.toly; taifc cars vjcro ohtanne
ous sources and yard installations v;oro sot vip to handle t'-ua
operation lia^d set a,s an inmodiato target for novcuont,- at loast -- -
port intsko capacity. ;^cn it was found that tho targets ostahlisnca
oxccodod tho storage facilities of tho port they v/cro reduced. -he i-anoxx- e,

-of POL at Ustond was discontinued as the port ©f Antwerp "bocaao n' ^
and the Hi?0<s'-.-which had "been set up at Ostond and Brugge to control x'un ovo-
nont jvcro inactivatod.'

Tho TC party sont to Antv;orp from Lc Ha.vrc ha.d also carefully
tho area, in order to dotQrmino the most practical, rputos for novo-ion^ x
plies hy motor transport and it v/as discovered tha.t conGidora.ule cnt^xue
\rovk. v/ould "bo required to nako these routes usa-hlc for supply traj.1i .
vrork forsccn included "bridging the Alhcrt Canal, widoning roads,
ing corners and opening defiles in order to make it practical to no"vc
ton semi—trailers fron the quayside to tho highways south and oa.st o x —
v;crp. BTO installations wore sot up during ITovonhor at Brugge, Ohont,
Ilalinos, Louvain, Brussels, and Antv/orp and other areas v/erc rocoiuioitoroa

• in order'to plan for future BTO installations roquiromonts. iHrring x^ovouOcr,
the 13th Ilajor Port arrived and "began clearing the docks in prepare-tioh xor
receiving the first ships for unloading.

Tho T'ran.sporta.tion Section al Lo Ka.vro

At their tonporary hcadauarters in Lo Ha.vro, tho Trrnsporta.tioii Soctioii^
ha,d also been making various surveys and ha.d decided upon Boa.uvais for bnc
first rail-truck transfer point. On 28 Scptombor, HTO*s v/oro osta.b-lislicd at
Lo Havro oiid Boauvals, and tho Bnginoors began clearing tho ri^xt—of—v/ay foi
railv/ay service between those two poiixt.s.

Port oporalions began at Lo Ha.vrc on 2 Octqbor when throe LSx *s were
beached and their cargo wa.s dlsx^alchod to tho G-aro Ccntralo sorting snod.
Those ships had boon coxiplctoly unloaded by 4 October and the first supply
convoy, consisting of 40 trucks, departed vlth an emorgoncy shipxicnt of app—
roxiaa.toly 160 tons of Class II supplies, destined for Depot •'̂ 130 a.t -HgIus#
At that tine, x^ort oporalions v/cro a.t a nininun duo to tho font tixa/t Liberty
ships vrcrc excluded fron tho harbor by the...Ha.'vy on account of undctoixa,tcd
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nines pxid rJ.1 port eq"uipnont v;as p^board the SS Bor.confipld outside the harbor.
Attonpts to unload ships in the outer hpj:bor into DXJKiTs proved irraractical. be-
cause of the rough sea. and heavy oquipnont. It v/as npt- until 10 October that
cicrr.'-'lico vrr.s given to the Irvrgcr ships for entering the port. Pollov/ing tliis,
Port oquipnent. wa.s innodiatoly unloaded and set up for opcrr.tion.

Port Ouorations

transportation Corps operations in Channel Base Section during the la.st
quarter of the year 1944, v;erc of pa.rrxiount inportancc duo to the fact thai
OBS contained the* throe najor ports, of Lc Havre, Houcii, and Antwerp that v/oro
opened during that' tine, and because their vaAuo to the Allied Continental
operation r.s a whole in shortening supply Linos of Comrunication. It wg.s the
responsibility of CBS to keep these port auca.s free from congestion a.t all
tines. An aucount of the activities in the roha,bilita.tion and oporstion of
each of these ports is given in Chapter III under the liajor Ports concerned,
but a, brief rcsune of their operaiions insofa.r as the CBS Prahsportation Office
v/a.s concerned follov;s:

Xo Havre 16th I-laJor Port;

Pho Advance Party of the loth l^gor Port avrivod at Lo Havre on 21 Scptcn-
ber. Before roho,bilitaiing the port so thai it could bo oporaiod, it vre»,s neces-
sajry to conduct extensive reconnaissances and to ostinaio the axiount of repairs
required before vessels could bo unloaded. Pransportaiion faxllities by rail
and hlghv;ay had to bo thoroughly ovaluaiod and plans dra-\vn up to pla.co the port
in operating oondition, HUZ^ils and other floating oquipnont word used exclusive
ly at Lo Havre while in oporaiion during 1944, a,s no docks v/oro available, the
danago to the quayside installaiions being groat. Wbeii the port first opcraicd
only XSP's wore dlschavgod. On 9 Octobor the first Liberty ships arrived and .
both coasters and Liberty ships ttoto then handled subsequently; after IS Octo— '
her, hov;cvcr, coantors v/ero taken up the Seine to Houon, leaving Lo Ha.vrc to
acficpt the larger vessels including troop ships coning directly frpi;:\ the United
States. The plans called for a dally discharge of' 7,000 tons at Lo Hayro;"
this target was not within e, few weeks after the port v/oilt into oporation,' aiid
wn,s oxcoeded daily, thoroafto.r, for the rcnalndor of the year, ' ,
On 13 Octobor, the Seine Pivor ^^ras given cloaranco by the Ua.vy for coa«sters
and a dotaclmcnt of the 16th Ifcjor Port procooded to Houon to cavry on teqpora"
rily vlth the operations of that port. '

Houon 11th Ports . , ' . '' ^ .

The Houon dock facilities wbrq not a.s conplot'oly donolishod as v;oro those
found at Lo Ha.vre;' hov/ovor, no dock cranes v;crc available having boon destroyed
or pushed into the hanbor by the enOny, Phroo vessels hal^Loon sxmk in such a
position thai they restricted the use of the harbor. Conferences v;oro hold
\-dth the Hoyal ilavy to''clear the harbor of v/rGckago and ninGs_, and on 13 October
tho first coastors arrived, at Houon and coniUGnccd unloading. Op 20 Octobor the
11th Port arrived and assuncd conxiand of the port, taking ovor duties fror.i the
detanhmont of tho 16th Ifejor Port that ha.d nalo tho prolininaxy surveys and
had stantod oporalions. A roconnrlssanco party .vra,s sent up tho Seine to dotor-
ninc tho feasibility of operating brrgo oorvico tb/Pari's. All concerned con
curred in tho proposal and on 4 Hovenbor tho had bonplotoly cleared tho
river of all nines and obstacles; on 22 Hovonber, t.lie first 17 barges started
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th.o trip "up tho Seine Bivcr to Peris. • .
• I r

An-tyronp. " 13th Port! • ' -

An Advencc Bdiclon of Cliannol Bp.so Section v;r.s forncd md sent to -Ait-'orp
yrf-th the purpose of conducting tho necessary reconnaissance ruid taking dofiii—
ite auction to sot up tho port of Antv/orp^ y.hicZa v/as to "be the largest port for.
tho unloading of cargo on tho Continent. Anty;orp lia.d "boon captured fro:.i tZio
Gomrns in oxcollont condition. On 23 Septeubcr 1944, the first uooting wa.s
hold at BitlsscIs, attondod "by roprcDciita,tivos of SxL'iBI?, Connitmica.tions Zone,
31st Arny Group, tho Chief of Transportation, Advance Section, and rcxDrcsontaj—
tives of the CBS Transportation Section, for tho purpose of la^ying tlio grotuad—
y/ork for tho joint oporation of tho port of Antv.prp. Subsequent ncctings a.t
Brvissols and Antvrcrp v;cro hold resulting in an agreement botv/ccn the U.S» Arr.iy
end the British for tho opora.tioil. This a,grconont v/as Iciiovn a.s the "Troa.ty or
Anty/erp". The various Sorvicos roprosontod by AdvaAiccd 33cholon, C3S, sta.tionod
p.t Antv/crp v/orc ongagod in y/orking out tho details and linaG. plans for tho 4*°^
Civilian porsonncl and tho requisitioning of port units and other f C porsoimol,
and the sotting up of DTO and BTO offices in Antv/oip, Brussels, Ostcnci., Ghent,
and Malinos, y/crc ail on tho a,gonda, to bo worked out so th^t v/hen the poro v/ns
ready to open there y/ould bo no serious tie—ups. A traffic control systcn y/an
dcvisod and river operating units y/orc organised. Approxinaicly, 9,000 civil
ian dock laborers x-tqtq ongagod by tho port at the closo of the yea,r.

Qodrating under Transportation Section

Motor Transport Division

The Motor. Transport Division'of the Transportation Section, undci
^rcct supervision of Gapt. D. L; fecCHi'iBDSOlT, bocamc oporationai on 21 op —
onbor. -The 153nd 3n (TC) a-rrived for duty, its mission being port ^loar-

ajid assistance in clearing and rebuilding port fanilities. ^
later, the 37th Q;-I Gp. Mobile, (TC) reported for duty y/ith four other xrucxc
3ns and prococdod imodiatoly to carry out their assigiiod nissioii of supervis
ing the V/hito BaAl oporablons. The first TCHP v;a,s ostablishod in on 28
Septonbcr outside of Lo Havre, to serve as an infomabion control post.

I^vononts Division

An Advance Deta.chnent of the 735th Ba.ilway Oporabing BattaJ-ion arrived ab
Do Harro in tine to roako tho InitiaA run on 12 October v/h'en the first tra-in
load of supplies liandlod by tho STO and SiIC3 (35 carloads of Class li supplies
weiring approxinately 350 tons) r.vado tho first trip to"' Hoins, a beginning for
trips y;hich bocanc raorc nunorous daily and increased in tomnago until tho tar
get for port cloarrnco y/ns soon surpassed. On 16 October, the regular sched
uled trucking oporabions to Bdauvads fron Houon connoncod, and on the same day
the transfer truck-to-raiX oporabions v;cro set in notion ab Boauvais, v/ith the
first tradn leaving Bcauva.is for tho forv/ard aroa. on 17 October.

On 21 October, it yras dccldod that 5,000 tons of 'supplies y/ould be handled
daily fron Lc Havro to Belgiun. Trains v/cro to bo S5-y/agon Unit; an ixinodiate
need for 100 loconotivos wa.s indicabod, v/hilo tho y;agon supuly y/as found to bo
anple. ?orty trains (I'rench typo) y/orc roportod as cnroutc and the ba-lanco
pronisod for the inr.iGdiabo future.
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IXiG to ti"j.o nilltr.ry raid civilirji roquiroiiGnts, a priority v;n.s cstr-"blisliod
to put the passenger linos into oporrtion ^-uthout dolr^ rnd vriLth the cooper-.,
r.tion of the iijnginocrs, the las"c of the In^ortrnt coi2:'.nmicr,tionG routes to
"bogi.. a scnodulod run v;a,s the Diesel passenger coach, service betvroon Paris md
Lc Havre v/hich Lir.de its initird. ran on 30 October. A tor.tative schedule cell
ed for one trr.in in each direction daily, on a sin—hour running—tine basis,
aho Lo Eavrc-^tv/orp run had rJ.ror.dy boon inaugorrtod on 35 October.

Higliv/ay Brrnch

A grca'D responsibility v/as placodon tho Hi^iv.'ay Brrncli in Channel 3aso
Section because*.of the fact that novenonts .by rail v/oro necessarily rostrictcd
for a number of uoolcs rftor the arotis in CBS vrarc tricon over. A brief account
of tho activities of this brrnch folloi-ra!

On 21 Scptonbor 194*^, tho Highv^ay Brancli of the Transportation Section
ChrniiQl Base Section boccJio operational v/ith lioadquartors at lo Havre. 1st It.
Jji-CH SCHIITAGLS'i-fas designated as Chief of tho bronch. Per the balance of
Scptonbor and tho month of October, activity was largely devoted to hocohiiads—
sanco of roads, cla.sslfication of roads and bridges in cooperation v/ith the
Base Dnginoor, ostablislimcnt of liaison with British opposites, and the setting
"Up of a system of trra"iic regulation and control in cooperation v/ith the Base
Provost HarshrAl. During this same period,' and in keeping v/ith "the lo Ha.vro
and Houon port repair and dovolopnoat programs, a road not for truck lifts v/a.s
established and dosignatod as the V/^iitc Ball Houto. (Sec Chapter Y).

Because of c:ctonslvc damage caused by aerial bombrndmcnt, artillcrj^ fire, •
and enemy demolitions, roa.d damage and bridge destruction both in tho port and
inland a.roa.s v/oro groat. Hoa.d roconnaissmcc, a.s a result, v/as noccsscxily a
continuous and cntcnsivo project until onc-v/ay routes v/oro devclopod tthat could
handle safely tho roqviircd volume and v/cight of traffic. Also, there S-/orG tho
a.dditional problems of traffic regulation and control, and coordinrfing vdth
tho British in their use of supply routes in tho a,rca, as v/oll as the handling
of a.di.iinistrativo deta.ils such as tho servicing of voliiclos and rosting and
focding drivers. TCHP's v/oro cstrblishod af lo Hryrc, Houon, and at the Beau—
Vais ra.ilhoa„d. Traffic points v/hich v/oro r-iaaUiod jointly by tho British and

Military Police, v/crq sot ,uio at critical, points in tovms adong the routes'
and at. origins and destinations.

'A fov/.ponvoys v/cro d-ispatched from lo Havre and Houcn; liov/over, a ma.Jority
of tho truck convoys ontevod Chnmcl Base Section from areas south and west of
the 3a.sc Section, and tho Section Transportation Highv/ay Branch v/a,s usbd
prinanily to sorvlco tliioso convoys v/ith Ola.ss I and Cla.ss 'III suirplios v/hilc in
tomxoorary bivouac aroas:, and to furnish road and route irformation.

Daring October, the Highv/ay Branch bocamo a part of-d'iovcnents Division uiider
the direction of Colonel 3. A. SHIPP. A policy wa,s established by v/hich all
porsomol and freight uovonents by v/ater, r-il, or roa.d v/ould-bc handled first
through Movononts Division and then forv/oxdod for action to tho branch concern-
od«

~ Inland Watcrwars ..Division'

Although the Inland Yatorv/ays Division v/as activated on 8 Hovenber 19^14 by
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Office i'ionorajLd-un ilq. 55, Offico of the Chief of 5?rrai.sporta.tior-, the xnlrnd
Vfatcr'.-xays Di-vdsion of Ohaiincl Base Section, vrc.s not set -ap xmtil 18 Dccc/xoor
19^, Dhc policy e,s 'sot forth for the Inland V/citor\7r-ys Division to o
•orincipnlly a sui^orvising agency for canal operations tliroiigli Arr.iy
nimications Zone Sections, ^-dtli Prcnch, Belgian, and Dutch G-ovoramom;..,
agencies perforaing the actual o}perp,tions»-

Jis soon a.s the Inland Vfeten-.'ays Division v/an oTgcuiizcdi
in consolidating infomalion concerning the canals, "barges, f.c,cj. x -
loading and unloading at depots, and other pertinent zr.cts th the -^id
inland v/a-terv/ay transportation in the areas under control of o . ^
of the French and Belgian authorities, and U.S. Arr.iy '
tion was obtained concerning the condition of the canals, rxvcro, ^
Quaysides

On 19 Dcccnbcr 1944, the first "bange \ri.th U.S. Arr.iy Al—'
the nort of Houcn uo the Soinc liver to Paxis, a> distance oi
though barge novononts v;oro horrocrod "by the hridgo at no -Avihor* hogimiins:
the Solno liver gradually inprovod througli the ronaindcr or ^ allow
30 Dcccnbcr 1944, the Lo X'lanior "bridge vxas opened (daily ror^xo ^ of TJ* S
traffic to novo up and do-vn the river. On 19 Doconocr the xxrsi/ the Boon
Ainy supplios sailed fron the port of Antwerp to
and -Ibort Canals. On 30
cd fron the port of Antv/crp
the H'oert' Canal fr'or. the-port of "Antwea^p..

'Cr^T;TO•^A•r - l oaUine CUli1/»

of

i

Djecein"5br4'and" the'total tonnage moved "by, "barge "by
15,^71,1* tons via the Albert canal from the port Oi Antweipj.
S-Qccial Assignmonts -

Coal:

_ • ^ • _..s ai~\yT~ts opcrai.txonG in
One of the most inportant Tjhanos of the xransportalxoa- - . coiv-

Dono ts

Ohcannol Baso Section, not directly relating to 'BO port °|\r.ta'^o of coal
ncction \-dth the coal supply situation. Bhorc a dofinxtc si ,
both for military and civilian needs, and to add difficulties Qf Trans— *
civilian truck transport was pra.ctically non-existent. Bho con there—
Xiortation Corps facilities in CBS relating to the movomont of'coal
fore, carefully chocked in order to permit the nanii-Tun control
Black Market activities na,dc it necossa-ry for SBABP to ii-U^oso i-x <̂ Doconber
on production and transportation of coal in Belgium, cor.uicncing on^ riav *
vri-th the sti-pulatibn tha,^ it remain in force for ai^proxinately i-arls—
i-iost of tlob mines cbncox*nod ^7crc in the Uons-Cliarlcroi Aror-, nVx-
diction of the ECO at Cha.rloroip An interesting but dopilorrJblo coi occur—
the fact that in sono shipments of boal as nuch as 50 percent s-rx j_t
rod, dur to theft by civilians from the tine the coal left the nxno "
arrived at. its scheduled d-ostination; in one instance a whole tram
coal "disap'oearcd"» /

Tho tiro principra doijots in CBS wore located at Oharloroi (0,-183) anid at
lillo (^185); 3ho fornor was ost.-'blisliod niid o:rpandcd iir nlcU-Doccu'bor wncn no

i
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tr.cticrJ. sit-ar.tion chrjigod: %-.d.th the launching of the Goman coamtor-offonsivo.
0,-185 was activated in late Decouhor to permit clca,ranco of the congestion in
the vp.rious ports-duo to an onhargo necessitated "by the "Breakthrough" and to
permit further'use of the canals and •barge transportation.

Bail-'Jruck Transfer Point

Boauva.is v/a.s selected as the rail-truck transfer point in order to j?C3rmit
cloarajice of the port of Lc Ha.vrc and to move supplies until the fon'^ard aroa-s
could "bo ostahlishod or until nov; depot sitos were located. ®ic use of Boa.u-
vais a.s a. rail loading point, whicli "began on 17 October, v;a-s torninatcd on
28 Doccm'bcr 194d-, vith a, total of 49,929 tons of supplies "being handled from
the "beginning of opora.tions. This tonnage was dispatched in 4,502 wagons.
Lahor for the ancomplislimont of this operation v/as supx^licd by French civil
ians and Prismncrs of War under supervision of ICO personnel*

Movoncht of POL

The movoncnt of POL (bullr and pa.ckago) was arranged for by the Transpor
tation Corps through 2nd I'lilitary Pailv/ay Borvico and civilian railv/ays, \diich
provided the pov/cr and creiirs for rsllvjay movonont. The docunontion, vtiich
prepared by the Service involved, v/as cliockod for legibility and. correct way-
billing, TiCC's v/oro transmitted advising aJLl concornod of the doparturo,
nunbor of cars, contents, and destination. Depot slturtion reports v/orc com
piled for the purpose of koex^ing a. rocord of cars on hand, unloaded, and on-
routo. This resulted in kcoping the proper flow of traific and served to pre
vent congestion. There was one through-pix^olino (tJSil) extending from AntvKsrp
to 1-Irr.stricht, naming from CBS at Ea-ssclt. Tha Transportation Corps did not
ontor into the movonont of POL until'it v^as loaded into cars,

i-Iovonont of ?OVr^ s

Gonoradly S'ocaking, POWs in Channel 3a.sc Section v;oro under the super
vision of the Qra.rtornastcr Corps for v;hich they served a.s later x>Grsonnel at
various depots and instadlations. Therefore, arrangononts for movement of
POvf's "v;as made by the Q,uartGrnantor Corps through the ETC nearest the install/v
tion from which they v/orc to bo moved.

If the party wa,s of sufficient size, novomcnt v/a,s made by S'pocial train; •
othorv/iso, by ordinary froi^t or pa-sscngor service. Guards (usually. Cyi per—
Boimol) anconpanicd prisoners to their destination, the number of guards do—
X)cnding upon the nmibor of T)risonors involved, .After dolivoring the prisoners,
the guards v/oro usuadly rotumod to their point of origin or to sono othor in
stallation designated by the Q,unrtorna.stGr Corps.

Hod Korso

i\n area in the Lo Kavro-Soucn District t^s sot up to handle the flov; of
porsonnol and uaiits arriving from the TJK and the USA. These caxTps and bivouac
•aroa,s v/oro loiown as the "Hod Korso Area.", TIic cax'ps wore set up during the
latter "peart of October and the first GPHS-Troops arrived on S xlovenbori In
early December x)lrns wore rocoivcd from Communications 2ono to set up a, "Hod
Horse Expansion Prograxv" to handle, in caddition to the incoming troo'ps, the
units and porsonnol embarking for the DK and USA either on rotation, i/cliabili-
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tation, rcplpxcnont, fiirlo-uglis, or on tcnporary duty. Colonel
COSD v;as terroorr-rily assigned as Coni-irndcr of this area, «and "bograi- developing
and plajiiiing for officiont novonont of troops v/ithin tlio area. Ca^.-pG v/cro
sot up to handle tho various typos of opcra^tions and Srans;-ortation Corps poi^.
sonnol \7cro p.ssignod to oa,ch cnxp to limdlo the 220 prohlens. In la-tc Docolv-
"bor, Brigadier GonoraJl J0S3PK L. PHILLIPS, v^a.s assigned a.s Connanding G-oncrad.
of this area,. Under Gonorad JOSBPH L. PHILLIPS, units v;crc a,tta.chcd to handlo
all tho prohlcns relative to this progrm. 2hc 220 porsoiinel ror.ir.incd oai
hovravor, •'ondor tho IfllO at Poucn, and included tho follo--riLng loca.tionsi 320
2v/onty Grand, HT'O Luclcy Strike, HDO UiC Leave Caxp at Htretat, and B20 i-Iotto-
villo, 2ho transportation Section adso naintaJncd LCHP's at si;-: other "blocks
-and ca^s, thus giving coverage for the entire area.

Irain Gup-rr'g: .

After the first-iilliod troops arrived on tho Continent, a- dexinite short—
of upjxy of the ossontials of life, axiong tho civilian populations, V7as a.p-

parent. As a rcsxilt of this situation, and since the civilians in these ancas
posscssod sufficient nonoy, r. ready r.axkct for all ohtainahlc supplies that
ni^t ho pilfered v/as croatod. Aii ca-sy source of supplies for pilferage v/a-s
the supply tr.ain noving fron the ports and depots to the front, fhc uiiccrta.in
schod-uios lack of open rail linos nadc it necessary for a.ll trains to xiaJkss
nnnorous stops and travel at slov; speeds. This situation created the perfect
sot—up for aJ.lovri.ng tho civilians to homd those supply trains at v/ill, and to
roj.ioYc v/hatevcr simplios they desired. It v;as found vcccssary to place train
s^-rds on duty i^dth caxh train in an attonpt to prevent such losses. Since tlio
h-ijority of supnly trains in Channel Base Section originated at ports, it v^a.s
dccidod that personnel in units under tho jxirisdiction of tho port v/ould bo
utilized for guard .assignnonts. Thorcforc, the Transpoi'tation Corps v/as
ordcrott to furnish pcrsonnol for train guards in order to protect the sup
plies "being transportod foia-ra-rd to tho Arnios.

inOLIV Ant-1 n-n .

Since the pcrsonnol of the Channel 3asc Soctio.u nuvcd into nost of tho
cities and territories shortly ^-ftor tho onoiuy had cv.acxiatod, they v7orc sub
jected to constant danger o:' onony a.ction. CasuaJ-tios v/orc suffered aruong
the personnol of the Trjinsport-* tion Corps v/hilc carrying out their nissions.
At Lo Havre tho greatest dangjr vax fron hidden nines. VQion the oneny de
parted fron certain areas they loft bchinc, snipers to hara.ss the troops when—
ever possible; sono of those v/oro assisted by collaborators. Aaitv/crp rGcoivod
heavy and frequent T-1 and V-3 raids with the result that the and a.11 at—
taxhcd TO personnel v/ero constantly under tho strain of danger both da-y and
flight, ITimcrous cas'ari.t; or. a-'id serious injuries occurred as the result of tlveso
p-ttacks (SoG Chapter III n'.dor .ihitworp).

I2th Traffic Ho.g'ulation Group

It \7a.s not until 16 October v/hon tho 13th Traffic Hogulation Group report —
od for duty that aufficient pcrsonnol v/as available for tho Various a,ssigiunont s,
^bon arrivai, tho unit v/a,s blllotod at Etrotat and after intcrvtov/s to dotormno
the capjabilitios of oaxh individual, a.sslgnncnts v/ore inado. As tho various
^>^0 and H20 installations \icvo activated, the porsonnol procoodod to their pax)-
por stations for duty.
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6th TrniTlc Rocralation G-roiiP

Tho 6th Trrjffic Eogulp.tion Group nrrivcd on, the Coktlncnt oh is Uccwubor,
discnoarking at Lo Havre and proceeded inr-^-ifi-iatoly to HoueHi They wore "bil
leted in a Chateau a nile fron the eity av/hiting assignncnt to the Various
instpdlationa already dotorninod "by OCO:?, Xt had hcoa docided that a snail
dota.chDont v^a.s to "be rtssigned to Oiso Section, several casuals to report to
OCOT as requested "by naxic, and'the "baJ-anco of the personnol v;as to "bo divided
evenly "betv/oon Advance Soctlon and Channol Base Section, The personnel
scheduled for Channol Base Section; consisting of 34 officors and 134 ohlosted
ncn, reported for duty on lo Doccnher ISd-'i, !?ho Comanding Officer of tho
6th Traffic Hogula.tion Croup, Colonel VAil/TBH In MC COBB, along vrf.th Lt,
Colonel TAi. i'LUlCIlTB, Executive Officer, and Capt, A, S. XiEioSTHOlTC, Planning
and Qontrol Officer, vroro i'^ssignod-to duty in the "Red Horse X^rca'^ and pro
ceeded to carry out their uission of dovelopini, tho "Rod Horse Expansion Pro-
graxi" as originally sot up "by tho CC, Comniunications Zone, Until the arrival
of the pornanont ConiiaJxding Officer of this Area, Colonel MC CORD a.ssuncd con-
niand. It V7as necessary to td.thdraw personnel of tho 6th Traffic Regulation
Group assigned to tho 16ch I-iajor Port at Lo Ha.'̂ nro to assist in setting urp ETC
and TCHP installations In the "Red Horse lirea". Personnel of this organizaticn
was thcroforo rosponsi'blo for nost of tho groundvTork necessary for this trc-
nondous operation which it was planned would eventually handle all in-"bound
and out-"bound novononts of troops "botv/oen tho UK and USA, and the Continent.

Statistics as Ronortod "by Channol Base Section

TOiRLIGE EORUilRDED BY THE PORTS

Tia 'Hail •Via Truck Via Barge

11th Port: * -• .

Sopton'bor Hil Hil Hil

Octo"bor Hil 893 242

Hovonhor 7,327 89,847 10,771
Doconhor 54,102 52-866 9.164

Totals 61,329 143,606 20,177
13th Port: .

SGptibnbor Hil • Hil Hil

Octo"ber Hil Hil Hil

Hovonber 799 . 749 Hil

Bcconbor 138,115 127,588 47,829

Totals 138,914 128,337 47,829
16th Port:

ScjptonboP " Hil • Hil Hil
October ' . 23,845 18,882 Hil
Hovenbor * 100,639 65,064 473
Doconbor 112,391 58^372 767

Totals
• 1

235,675 142",218 1242

GHAHP TOTfiL PGR THE 436 118
MSB '

414,161 69,248
•L'V,., •
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HIGHV^Y BHAIICK

Ho, of
Convovs

ITo • of
Porsonnol

lIo« of

Vehicles

Total

Vohiclo Ililes

Total
Convov i-Iiles

Septenber 0
Octoher 4
Novenher 183
Docenbor 418

0

933

38,584
90,958

0

345

7,461.
24,121

0

73,485
1,380,285
4.631.232

0

852
33,855
80^256

lOTiiiS 605 130,475 31,927 6,084,902 114,963

Siipply Ships
Unloaded ITo,

POBT PAT2^

I'o. Porsonnol Mo« of
Tonna^ro Shins Unloaded Personnel

16th Pn-pf.?

Septenber
October
i^ovonbor"
Deconbgr •.

Hil

57

240

?39

nil:

62,313
171,612
201.028

Nil

Nil

33

51

Nil

1,887
89,825

101.645

^'otala.
13th Pn->^^»'

f r

.-536 . 434,953 84 193,358

Soptenber
October
^ovonber
Docenbor

ITil
ril

Hil
1S8

Hil

Nil

5,873
428.993

Nil

Nil

Nil

'm.

Nil

Nil

Nil

21^

n4.v -n ^o^als11th
128 434,866 Nil 276

Soptcnbor
October
iTovenbor
I^Gccnbor

ITil
38

151

152

Uil
23,844

127,610
1.33.609

Nil

Nil

83

206

"* • • Nil
Nil

16,124
.3.3.437

Totals 341 285,063 289 49,561

GIb\HD TOTALS 905 1,154,882 ! 289 242,919

Tm,Ah"n V/ATElTL.y TOIIHilGJiJ ilOVLJi-nMr'S

Class nf SunT)lin« Ant wo1^0 Eoucn

Sngineor II&IV
Quartornastor I & II
Ordnajicc II & IV
Medical
Signal II & IV
Q^artornastor III (POL)

14,407
Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

1,069

1,463
4,293
1,877

107

158

2,692



Class of Suxrplies

l^iscellaneous

20aiA.LS

POHT OJ' AiWWSKF

POHS CEH* HOUEIT

GEA.1TD TOTALS

Antv/erp

ITil

15,1+71

15,1+71

11.137

26,60s

.♦Channel Base Section
Page 11

Rouen

Hi 137

126 Barges

5S Barges

IgU Barges

V

"WL'

•j . ' ..L* Ivv ?

•A •
H:

.J
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( CI-i?.r>ter

T.C. XJI-TITS i:r-C3S.-. si'dtcsigsk 1944

lTLJIT-

152 q;-i
36x6
35S3
3596
3S65
3SS3
^256
U26X
U262

3n i?0 (M)
Co I'D

Co TO

Go TO

Co TO

Co TC

Co TO

Co TO

Co TO

Qj'i Trie
T^^k:
Trk

Trk

Triz

Trk

0^1 Trie

I hGf QJ^ Bn TC
I 13^- Trk Co 20

37s Qi'I Trk Co TO
357^ OA'S Trk Oo TO
35SU Qi-I Trk Oo TO
5622 qj'I Trk Co TO
3623 Qi-I Trk Oo TO
3631 Q '̂I T k Co TO

i 33% QJi Trk Oo TO

27 G-roTiD TO

17^ Hq_ & Kq_ Dot
399 Co (27 Gp)
Gh3 Trk Co TO
339s qii Trk Oo TO
35^3 Trk Co TC ^27

(iS71 q^-i Trk Oo TC (27 Op)
P271 Trk Co (27 Gp)

H/H Sot ISI q)/i Bn (TO)
iMG q)iJL Trk Co TC
UOO Trk Co TO
3397 Trk Co TO

3580 Ctti Trk Oo TO

3613 T^k Co TC

3627 QM Trk Go TO

3992 Trk Co TC

238 qji Bn TO

3395 Trk Co TO

3S6U- Trk Co TO

3982 q^Ji Trk' Co TO

3986 Trk Co TO

psg Trk Co TO

xrj.^ Oo TO

0.0.

lit Col A 3 Col^.nson
Oapt Poter h ^ugi
Oapt Olin 0 Te.^ylor
Capt Jack R Sijogleton
Oapt Paul T Stnir^^ls
1st it Sdv/ Trtx^cellito
1st it S K Ol^Tjiier
Oapt Jos P iio^aim
Oapt Lee A ITel^on

it Col Ernest C/ Barks

1st I/t U Butjin

Col Percy S Hay^on

it Ool Prank- Tf ^^rodorick
1 st it TVin ;H Hugj 11
1st it Gerald J 'prack
Oapt Holiert G K^^er
Oapt Justin B HQx/;ard
Oapt Bpd^aond Oal^^ov/ay
Oapt Holland i Q^llins

Maj George P iriDi;^n
Oapt Clifford M;;^oasl0y
1st it Andrew T j^cGrath
1st it Andrew T ^ostarino
Oapt Wm P Scliief;(-'er
Oapt HuLer H Hoy^^^jlds
Capt James P Ola^^ic
1st it iinton B

•I.0GA.5I01T

AntT^erp
Antv;0ip
Antwerp
Antweip
Hemixem, Belgitun
Antv/eip
QrlS3~T Charleroi
Ant\/eip
Antv;eip

lierville
Lierville

Lierrille

Liervlll©

Bouchout,
Iitervllle

Xierville
5 1-Ii lIS/MonSj Belg
St CMslain j Belg

Belgium

Blteuf

Porges Les
Porges Xes
PorgQS les
Porges Los
PorgQS les
Porges Les
Porges les

Saux

Eaux
Eaus
Eaux
Eaux
Eaux
Eaiix

I^-1S50SO
M-lS^OgQ
I4-1S50SO
1^105020
M-1S50^0
M-1S50S0
Ii-lS50S0
5 Mi SE/Houen

it Col Oollis P ^ison
Capt Olatorn J B^^l
Capt Carl P J^lxso
Capt David MScinj^^an
Capt Irvln 0 Gonn,^
Capt S S Stann
Cant Win I Boudro

Pontaine

St Andre

Pontaine, Le Bourg
Pontaino
Pontaino
Pontaino

Pontaine

M • '*>•
Tjr --u-ti:
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(CIip,T)ter VI)

T.C. U-'TigS ir-CBS.^. 51 • BBCSIgB?. iCiAA

ITJIr

•

0
•

0

152 q;^ 3n a?o (:m) Lt Col A 3 Johnson

3616 q;-5 Trie Co TO Oapt Poter L Haugi
3583 Trie Oo TO Oapt Olin C Taylor
3596 qti T^k Co TO Oapt Jack H Singleton
3865 qi-i Trk Co TO Oapt Paul T Sturgls
3883 QI-l Trk Co TO 1st Lt Edw Trancelllto

U256 Trk Oo TO 1st Lt S E Olymer
U261

Qi-:
Trk Oo TO Capt Jos P Blckmanii

^262 Trk Co TO Oapt Lee A ITelson

Qll Bn TO
13^+ m Erk Co 20
37s Q;-1 Trk Co 20
357^^ QJ^ 2rk Co 20
35Sk Qi-I Trk Oo 20
3622 QJ-I Trk Oo 20
3623 qj-i Trk Co 20
36^1 014 2 k Oo 20
334-3 QS-i T?k Oo TO

27 QJi Grouu 20

174- Q:-! .(M) Hq, &Eq Det
399 2rk Oo (27 Sp)
545 qii Trk Oo 20
339 S ($1 Trk Oo 20
3543 QJ-l Trk Oo 20 (27 (3i5)
3871 QJ-5 Trk Co 20 (27 Sp)
4271 Trk Oo (27 Op)

S/H Bet ISi qyi Bn (TO)
l4S Q!1 Trk Oo TO
400 q^i Trk Oo 20
3397 Q){ Trk Oo TO
35SO QJl Trk Oo 20
3613 qji Trk Oo TO
3627 qjA Trk Oo TO
3992 (jii Trk Oo 20

23s qJ^ Bn 20
3395 qji Trk Oo TO
3864 qj-s Trk Oo 20
39S2 Trie Oo TO
3926 qjil Trk Co TO
39S9 qj-i Trk Oo 20
4oo4 qi-i Trk Co TO

Lt Col Ernest C Parks

1st I/t U Jhihin

Col Percy S Haydon

lit Col PrankBroderick

Ist lit V/m .H Kiigill
1st Lt Gerald J Drack

Oapt Hohert G Easer
Oapt Justin H Hov/ard
Oapt RQ(hnoni Oallovray
Capt Holland L Collins

liaj George P Hixon
Oapt Clifford M Boasley
Ist Lt Andrew 3? McGrath
1st Lt Andrew S Costarino
Oapt Hm P Schleffer
Oa-':)t Huher S HeynoIds
Oapt James P Clark
1st Lt Lint on B Lev^ds

Lt Col Oollis P Hudson
Capt Olahorn J Bell
Capt Carl P Muse
Capt Bayid H Schulman
Capt Irvin 0 Gorman
Capt S S Stann
Cant Vm I Boudro

'LOGALIOH . •

Antv/erp
Antv;©rp
Antweip
Antwerp
Hemixem, Belgium
Antweip
Q--IS3-T Oharleroi
Antv/erp
Antweip

Liervill©
Liervdlle

Llerville
Lierville
Bouchout, Belgium
Llerville

Lierrille

3 M liffl/MonSf Belg
St Ghislain/ Belg

Elheuf

Porges Les
Porges Les
Porges Les
Porges Les
Porges Les
Porges Les

:g0s LesPor^

Eaux

Eaux
Eaus

Saux

Saux
Saux

Eaux

1-^1S50S0
M«1S50SO
M-IS50SO
1)^1S50S0
M-IS50SO
M-IS50SO
l-ir^lS30S0
5 Mi SE/Houen

Pontaine

St Andre

Pontaine,
Pontaino
Pontaino

Ppntaino
Pontaino

Le Bourg

, V 74



>

Uia2

239 q^!L 3n TO (Col)
390U QJ-I Trk Go TO (Col)
4010 Trk Co TO

39SS qi-I Trk Go TG
339^ qi^ Trie Go TO

513 ^ ^Tonv TO
3625 qi-I Go TO
3SS2 qj'I Trie Go TO

175 Q;-i Bn TO
3573 0^-5 Trk Co TC
3576 Q;-: Trie Co TO
3602 Trk Co TO
3609 qi-l Trie Go TC
3614 QI-I Trie Go TO
3617 Q!^ Trie Co TO
3621 qi^I Trie Go TO
3630 (y.: Trie Go TO

•fe?^^257 QA-rTrl; Oo TO
425s Trie.,.Co TO
^259 qi^I'Trle Co TC
^260 ty-i Trie Co TO

•1^1 qti Trie Oo TO
16s Trie Co TO

Hq Dot 466 01^ 3n (U) TO
3610 q)i Trie Go TO
3611 yiT^ Oo TO

520 01^1 G-rbito TO

S6-P 3n (m) to •
3396 y-I Trie Oo.TO
3^54 y-I Trie Oo TO
355s y-I Trh Co' TO
3362 qi-i Trie Co: ^0
3868 yvl Trie Ob: TO

(Col)
(Col)

104 y-I Bn TC
660 01^ Trie Oo" TO
751 T_;e Oo TO
4252 y/i 5yV.Co TO
te56 T,,ir Oo TO

212 qi-J 3n
3^33
3^7 m
3533
3612 qi4
3689

•3591
3867

Qi-l
Ql'i

TC

Trie Co
Trie Oo TO
Trie Co TO
Trie Co TO
Trh Oo TO
Trh Oo TC
Trie Oo TC

Channel 3aso Section
Pa^sc 2

0. 0.

MaJ *T. L Tindall
Oapt Francis ^attner
Oapt Clarence A Wltzal
Oapt Frank IS Price
Oapt Arthur J Sheridan

Col Hugh H Tolman

LOG^TIO -T

OhatcaiJ. 31 Boaiif
St Stionne -
Koneqiiosvillo |
Tasocfuil ^
Ljrons La Forot

TlrlotQont,. Boigits
TirloiDont, Bclgiun
Tlrlcraont, Bclgiuc

Lt Ool Clinton 3 SandorsonTlrloraont,
Oapt Uclvin H Dovmej'' Tirlcm'ont,
Oapt Hindlo l/alston Tirlomont,

Bclgiuc
3cl^ur
Bolgius

Cant Oharlcs S Fraloigli J"rSt Trend
I'irl cmont
Tirlomont
Tirlomont
Tirlomont

St Trend
Hocgaardon
St Trond
^Irlomont
Tiirlomont.
Tirlomont.

St Tr.dnd

Oapt Stuart 11 ijo\'T
1st Lt Marinas G-ooto
Oapt Hov;ard F Harper
Oapt Charles 3 Sams
Oapt 7ictor Loatzow
Ist Lt BoLort M Thill
1st Lt William T Oouch
let Lt Iia;>Tnond 0 Doylo
1st Lt John 0 Qaincs
Oapt Theodore B"LaputIta
Oapt James D McKean

Lt Ool A E Parrott
Oapt Hoi^ard W Toltch
Oapt John W Gaglor

Ool Harry A Pudge

Lt d.ol A S Packard

Oapt Claude H Stewart
1st Lt John D Morris

Lt Ool 3 D I'^ulranity
1st Lt Paul S Sddy
Ist Lt T A Bdgoll
1st Lt Schedcc 0 Chancy JrLc Havre
Ist Lt IT MHappoport Antvrorp

IT Dcurno,' Belgium
IXicrno, Belgium
Ihaorno, Belgium

St Piorrc do Yer

HoxLon

Equon
Eouon

Eouon

Eouon '

St Btionno du Houry

Tancarvillo
Porgos Los Eaux
Forges Les Eaux

Lt Ool Asa 0 Atv/ator Lo Hg.vrc
:1st Lt MolLourno G Prosloyl-i- S/Porgos 1 B
Capt S 0 Tolhort
Oapt A S Landforco

Lo Havre
Lo Havre
Montcvllllera

Le Havre
Sncidcr Lo Haw

Lo Havro

Oapt. Mw. U Bonton Jr
1st Lt Jo.cIe L Clark
Oapt Roht F Shanahan
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UlTIS

3ST2 qjA Trie Oo TO
3SS5 Q^-I Trie Co TO
3SSS Q;/. Trlr Co TO
39S5 Trie. Co TO
^01 Q^.; Trie Oo TO
^253 qj,! SrSc.Ob^TO

11th. Port Hq^s TO
1st Group Eog Sta
lOU Port I-ic.int Co
lOU Port I-Irn i'laint
330 Harhor Craft
333 Harhor Graft
33^ Harhor Craft
33^ Harhor Craft
332 Harhor Craft
531 Port Co
625 Port Co

3S6th Port Bn H/H Dot
21I+ Port Co
215 Port Oo
21S Port Co
217 Port Co

392 Port 3n H/H Dot
T55 Port Co
156 Port Co
171 Port Co
172 Port Co

i^-90 Port Bn E/H Dot
226 Port Co
227 Port Co
22s Port Co

229 Port Co

501iPort Bn H/E Dot
^3^ Port Oo
^35 Port Co
U3S Port Co
h37 Port Co
62s Port Co
631 Port Co

509 Port Bn H/PI Dot
306 Port Co..
307 Port Co.
30s Port Oo '
309 Port Co

Dot ''M" 12th Mo.jor Port

0,Q>

1st Lt Eonnoth 0 Moore
Oapt John M Lamhcrt
Ist Dt Marion L Orandall
Ist Lt laayard

"Oapt Eoht J Haclecnhorgor
1st It Tcjicy P Groggs

Col H S Vihitcorah

Oapt Srvin V/ La.rson
Oapt Hixon

•....Oapt Philip J Spears
.'^Capt Verge ss

Capt J I'J" Dalton
Lt P C Hocso

Capt 17 I Goldstein

Lt Col Bazippol
Oapt G Doopoc
Co,r)t K 3 Shoomrieor

John A Dale.
Oapt 3r\vin D Bradahaw
Capt Perdinand V Plain
Oapt Hichard 0 BilGar
Capt John Batunlor

Capt Calloc
Ist Lt 3o.ntcr

1st Lt G D CohoG

1st Lt T J TJslior

1st Lt J M Sutton

Lt Col John U Harrington
Capt Hihcrt J SKclton
1st Lt J 17 Hohoh

1st Lt JosQ-ph C Oaso
Capt Ponroso D Goodall
Capt L 3 Ellcnhcrgcr
Lt R 3 Lauronoo

1-Iaj John "17 V/ynno
Capt Eonncth L Jcssop
1st Lt Douglas P Griffin
1st Lt Jamos B ITunn
1st Lt Wado H Smith Jr

LOCATIOIT

Lo Havro
Lo Havr.o .

Le Havre .j.l
Lc Havro . .
Lc Havre •. .

Pontainc

Rouon

petite. cchirronne

Souon

Potit© Courronho

Potito Cotirronho

Rouon : • •

Petite 'Courrbnno

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon ^ !

Rouon

Rouon

Rouen

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon
Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

. Rouon

Rouon

Rouon

Rouon • -

Rod Horso

V-'
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13th. ifcjor' Port E/H Co
Dot 3 5th-ifejor.Port. •
Dot 0 11th Tro^f Eog Gp-
3ct 15 ^HHC-
267 Port Co
26s port Co
339 He.r"bor Cro.ft'Oo
3l|l|. Hp.roor Craft Co
3U5 Harhor Graft Co
352 Harhor Craft Co
105 Port Marino I&,int

US7 Port Bn H/H Dot
ISU Port Co
185 Port Co
156 Port Co
157 Port Co
282 Port Co
2S3 Port ^0

517 Port Bn H/E Dot
2Sl| Port Co
285 Port Cf
797 Port Co
79s Port Co
799 Port Co
300 Port Co

519 Port Bn K/H Dot
280 Port Co
281 Port Co
302 Port Co
303 Port Co
30^ Port Co
305 Port Co

16th Port 50 (l-fet,Jor)
Dot A I4. Port
Dot L 12 Maj Port
520 Port Bn H/K Dot

17^ Port Co •
279 Port Co
577 Port Co . ;
62I+ Port Co .• .
626 Port Co
627 Port Co
332 Harhor Craft
351 Harhor Craft
355 Harhor Cra-ft

353 Harhor Craft. Co
360 Htirhor Craft Co
103 Port Mrn I^alnt
^53 Amph Irk Co
H61 Aiflph 5rk Co

• . if^Br.so Section .
Pc-so »f •

C.0>

Ool Do'm-^Gll Onllatt
• Col Ddv; C PorsythG
Ifc,Jor AllDcrt McOullough
14>:j I^anio H I^cycr
Oapt Glon X laohcls
1st Lt Iia.:a-'c La-hro
Oa.pt J 2 Ea.no
Ca,-ot Louis 1-IcAllistcr
Ca.pt Shannon 0 Alhri^t
1st Lt 0 J Bourg
Oapt George V/ Doran.

Lt Col Mont 0 Jackson
Ca-ot 3crt E HaJoanson
Cant Ja.nes A Boocock
Capt Clifford J Anderson
Capt Ihigono M Oo:ilon
1st Lt Conrad 3 Ivingficld
1st Lt Kenneth D Bridgon

Lt Col Ha-rold 2 Bona.r
Ca-r)t Eohort h*a.rd
Cant Ha.rold Stcoloman
Ca.-ot James J Powoll
1st Lt Chanlcs W Kor
1st Lt Hcmr 0 McGonigc'-l
Oapt VJilliam J

Ifej Chanlcs .M Hahors
•Ist Lt James J 1'fo.lsli
Xst Lt Andrei/ Prudhommc
Ca-ot Arthur Anderson
Cant Stanley Dulsl'i
1st Lt J ^son
Oapt Halph P Close

OaI J Vcod

Lt L v;
Oapt Ha
1st Lt
Lt 2 L
Lt S D

Cant J
Capt 0
Cant R

'Cant J.

Lamhcrt

'.rold D Highy
John J Ifclsh
•Peterson

Gcnnettc

3 Eiminol
H Dann.

3 L yens
S l/ilson

Capt Melvin E Poor

1st Lt J G Prita

LOO.-." I PIT

Antwerp
Antwerp'- -
Antwerp"
A ntwcrji
Antv/erp'
Antwerp*:
Antwerp'
Antwerp
Antvrorp
Ant^-^virp
Ant^/Tp

Ar.tv/crp
Antvrorp
Antwoi-p
Antwerp
Antwerp
Antirorp
Antv/orp

Antwerp
Antwerp
Antwerp
Antwerp
Antv/crp

Antv/orp
Antv/erp

Antv/orp

Antv/G3:p
Antv/oi^
Antv/orp
Antv/erp
Antv/orp
Antv/erp

Xc Havre
JjO Hr.vro

Xc Ha-vrc
Xo Havre
Xc Hr.vro
X 0 Havre
Xc Ha.vrd
Xo Havre
Xc Havre
Xc Ha.vrc

Xo HaHro

Xo Havre
Xc Havre

Xo Havre

Xc Hr.vro

Xc Havre
Xc Havre

Xo Havre

«>
A
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in^2

131 3n
U63 Amph
U67
U6S Ajimii
U69 Aic^la
U-70 iiir^h.
S15 Ar^h
SI7 Amph
SlS .Aje^

Trfc"' Co
'I'rlc Go

Bvlc Co
Brlc Co

Crk Co

Trh Co

Trli Co

Hxli Co

362 Port Bn H/H Dot
550 Port Co
551 Port Co
553 Port Co
554 Port Co

l^-S5 Port 3n h/H Dot
222 Port Co

223 ^ort Co
224 Port Co

225 Port Co •

hsk Port Bn^H/H Dot
23s Port "CO ' -

239 Port Co;*-"-''"
240 Port Co
2U1 Port Co

502 Port 3n E/H Dot
270 Port Co -
271 Port Co^-- •
272 Port Co
273 Port Co .

505 Port Bn H/K Dot Vr/Mod
5^7 Port Co
550 Port Co•

551 Port Co
602 Port Co •
6^9 Port Co

512 Port Bn K/H-'Dot W/Mod
319 Port Co
556 Port Co
560 Port Co
561 Port Co

0.0,

Capt H A Lang
1st Lt TJia. L.^Bait .Jr
Capt Hr.ymond A Doardorff
1st Lt Iv'ei J Hodmond

Capt IC A Jones
(Japt J 3 McGiioo
1st Lt Dugcn.o D Eoath
1st Lt Lawronco D McDr.niolLo
1st Lt J 3 l-Iallon Lo

Lt Col 1'/ S Holcomb

Lt Col John V/ Hoos

Capt Joan 3 piorson
1st Lt Phomas D V^alling
1st Lt Bon C Potty
Capt Loo 3 Oarothors

Lt '. Col John P Condon

Capt Harry L Carpenter
Capt Bonald 3 Cofflpholl
Ist Lt A Ihcrt Sinmons
1st Lt Prodorich P Hatch

Lt Col Bdvjard Bums
0.apt U P Martino
Capt Baniol J I-!ahar
1st Lt Clarence J Iloiilcc
1st Lt Samuel J Abraham

BOOATIOE

-Lo

'La
Lo"
Lc

Lo
Lo

Lc

Havre

Hrvro.
Havro,.
Havro.
Havro.

Havro .•

Havre

Havro

HavrO

Lo Hcoto
Lo Havre

Lo Havre

Lo Havro

Lo Havre

Lo Havre,
Lo Havre

Lc Havre

Lc Havro

Lc Havro

Lo Havro

Lo Havro
Lo Havro

Lo Havre

Lc Havro

Lc Havre

L G Havre

Lo Havro

Lo Havre

Lo Havro

IfoJ G L Oliver
Capt H D Ha.zol
Capt C Pishhonc
Capt P \J Pfluogor
Capl 3 L Bogolfor
Capt A 0 Vornor

Oours do la Hopuhliquc
Lo Havre

Lo Havre

Lo Havro

Lo Havro

Lo Havro

l-Iaj Vfilton H Crosby
L t 'J 3 Stimuort
Lt S J CorjToy
Lt 3 Golden
Lt A Mollo

Lo Havro

Lo Havro-

Lo Havro.
Lo Havro

Lo Havro

"J



6th Traf Hog Gp TC
lath Traf Hog C3p TC
707 H^-jy Grand Division

709 Si,-;y Grand IK.V
722 ^-rr Bn
729 H'.-;?" Opn Bn

Hvjy Opn Bn
735 Op3i Bn
7% Swy C^n Bn
7^ Hwy C^n Bn
763 Shfip Bn H/H

H^vy Bn l-lil

0,0.

Col V/altor D McCord
Col B Shipp

Col Branlc B Cheshire

Ift OoS. H C BaugiiQ-n
I>t Col PrarJc G Cook

It Ool James Purcoll
Lt Col Franlc A Cook

Channel Base So«tion.
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LOaiTION

Idllo

Billo

Antwerp
Brassols

Joumont

Antwerp
Srans Area "B"
Inlines, Bolgi-um
Antwerp
Charleroi
Malines, Bolgi-uiii
Antv;crp

UlTITS ASSIGB33D BtJI HOT YBT KEFOHTED FOB DUTY

532 Ci2-5 Sp H/H Dot
H/H Dot 60th QJ.I Bn
34 f -64 QM Bn H/E Dot
H/H Dot 135 qi>I Bn 'M'
245 Qli Bn H/H Dot
2® qii Bn H/H Dot
3601 qii Irk Co
TO3 QM Trk Co•
553 Qfl Trk Co TC
3625 qii T k Co
35S2 QM tFij; Co
3717 qji Trk Co
3759 W'- Erk Co
3760 m Trk Co
3973 Tj.k Co
W09 qj/. Trk Co
''Oil Trk Co
17 Bort

5°'' 3S5 Port BnWH Dot 521 Port Bn
268 Port Co
582 Port Co
)85 Port Co

5S8 Port Co
569 Port Qo
595 Port Co
597 Bort
600 Port
601 Port
357 Harhor Craft Co
816 A nph Trk Co

Co
Co
Co

Antv/orp

Tirlomont
Antwerp

Antwerp
Antwerp

Bod Horse

Hod Horse
Hod Horse
Hod Horse
Hod Horse
Bouon

Eouon

Bouon

Heuon

•w

I



LOIBE SECTION

(CHAPTKEITI*^

• •. Section
PagQ 1

On 2S August I9UU, Loiro Soction v/as osta"blishod at Lo Mans and tho Trans-
ortation Soction officially iDogan operations on that date. The 15th Traffic
ogolation G-roup reported to Loire Section oft. h Soptomhor and some of its

porsonnol wore assigned i^odiatcly to take over the duties "being porformod
"by tho 9th Traffic Regulation Group wliich had previously worked under Advance
Section* In order to carry out their normally assigned duties, tho Tran&-»
portation Soction vas organized as follows:

Tranaportation Officer ^ Oolonol GEORGK A, FORD
Deputy Transportation Officer « Lt* Oolonol JOSEPH H, KRI30HBA.UM
Exocutivo Officer « Captain IB M* MO TUTuiAiT
I-Eilitary Railway System — Captain VJiVLLi'i.CE G-» DTAHS
Movements Division - Ltp Oolonol PETER M» MIILDR JR.

Proi^t Branch — Gapt^ JOHN R9 MICHEREH
Passongor Branch ^ Oapto HIHSIEY G* ROIER
Motor Transport Branch — Gapt, V/ILLlAl-! S. KUTSCHBilCH
Installations Branch Major MiVDISOH A, XARIELS
High\;ay Control division - Major BRITBTH B^ POSTER
Administration Division « Lt, Colonel PRiRP T» HURLEY
Supply, Statistics & Reports Branch ^ Lt* Colonel AGA P, MILIiSR,

Unitl Loire Soction was dissolved on 30 Rovomhor 191A- and "became a part
of Brittany Base Soction, tho various divisions and "branches of the Loire
Soction Transportation Office continued in tho performance of their regular
duties under tho same officers, excepting as indicated "below.

Movements Division

Tho "branches previously operating under this division remained tho same
until Loire Soction was dissolved, Pollowing is a summary of their activities
during Octohor and Rovomhor 19W+!

Proight Branch; Tho Principal duties of this "branch wore in connection
with tho movoiaont of supplies and oquipmoiit throught the area assigned to
Irolro Sections

(1) In order to increase tho amount of aVaila"blo rolling stock, the
Proight Branch worked with tho other Loiro Soction Services in disposing of
loads found oncapturod enemy cars. Approximately 200 carloads wore handled
and tho loaded equipment was roloasod. The greatest porcontago of such pro-i>,
orty was Engineer and Ordaanoo, with a small amount of Qpartorraastor itoms^"*

(2) Efforts wore made to improve documentation in Loiro Section throueh
RTO's, and adjoining Sections and Base Sections concornod. Improperly "bill^
cars or cars marked for units which had moved from tho areas, wore rocon-.
signod or diBposod of locally(. thus freeing oquipmont and promptly moving
supplies to their proper destinations,

(3) To comhat a steady Incroaso in pilferage tho Eroi^t Branch co
ordinated its activities closoly with those of other Oommunications Zone
Sections in providing train guards and reporting improperly sealed cars as
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"woll as cars found \^it]i mlBsing seals and open doors.

(U) Tho Transportation Soction was callod upon to arrange ^or the move-^*
nont of piV-props to Pronch coal mines, and from 24 Octo"bor to ^ lTovon"bor,
591 cars containing 7,2^3 tons of pit-props v/orc fon-^ardod.

(5) The following statistical data is furnished covering the periods
indicated:

HVSTBOmTD

Dato

21 Sopt
thru

IS Oct.
21 Oct to
20 ITov

Empty-
Trains

21 Sept.
thru

IS Oct,
21 Oct to

20 Nov.

4

10

10

0

Eroight Tonnage
Trains

306 130,^86

566 365,255

53'+ 3'+5,2^6

TOTAL sk 1^855 1,015,140+4

VESTBOUiro

Empty Eroight
Trains Trains

ElffiUX

215

238

510

>406

1,369

9

59

9

35

112

Tonnage

3,7^

20,19s

2,851+

10,27s

37,070

Eassongcr Branch: Erom 21 Soptomhor to IS Octohor, pcrsonnol moves in
Loire soction wore?

Ifomhor Eorsonnol

- - - " 12,22 Troop Trains Dopartod —
" Arrived <-

49 " " Passing (lio Itons)
75 " " Passing (Surdon)
32 POW (Originated in Loire Soction)

(ib.POW Convoys "by road,

9,234
29.771 ^
S5->000 (ApproK)
4S,S67
15,12s)

There was a daily movement of approximately 2000 troops to the l4th. and
15th Hoplacoraont Ergots during Octohor^, Two tradns of Singaloso troops wore
oporatod for tho Eronch Array in cormoction v/ith tho movomgritof repatriated
Colonials from La Elocho to I-lorlaia:- One train of 'Eronch Hccruits was opor"
atcd from iloncon to Caen. Detachment of tho 15th Traffic Hogalation
Croup was forv^ardcd to Dijon "by aj-r:- Twelve ships wore supplied "by tho 50th
Troop Transport %ng, and tho Dotaohmont togothor with 12 tons of equipment
was transferred in a fov; hours from Lo Mans to destination, A largo niomhor
of casuals and dotachraonts of from 100 to 200 men •'.'jith equipment vforo moved
to various destinations, mostly from lo I-Ians and from tho assomhly area at
Chartros. Eull use was raado of current Eronch passongor sorvicc which added
to tho spood and comfort of tho operations.

i
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Tho totcil rromlDor of personnel movononts handled through 3joirc Section
froEi 21 Octehor threu^ 20 ITovoiabor amoilntod to 5o»102 "by rail and 206 "by
adr,

InstoJLlations Branch! n?ho duties of this "branch wore to train HTO poiv
sonnol, to outline procedures in the preparation of records and reports
relative to the laovonont of supplies, equipment, and personnel, and to odr-
viso the Movononts Division Officer of any changes affecting rail sorvico or
capacity In the lioiro Soctiono The follovrlng list sho-ws the location of
HTO^s and the numhor of officers and erilistod men at each, as of IS Octohor!

HTO Officers BrJ-istod Men
Lc Mans TJg '
Aloncon 2 .
La^'al 1 5 • •
Ohartros 3 19 " ' " • .
Surdon 3 l6
Drous: 3 15 . .
La Loupe 1 "j •

Toms 15" 107

In order to cope v/ith the increasing traffic prohloms at certain in—
staliations in Loire Section, and a docroaso in porsonnol caused "by the
departure of tv;o dotachnonts from the 15tli Traffic Hogulation Group, various
clia,ngos in HTO porsonnol v/cro'mado from IS Octohcr until the section was
dissolved at the end of Uovomibor, Thus, the HTO installation at Si^don was
inactivated 29 Octo'bor; the HTO installation'at I^a Loupe was inactivated
25 Octohor.

• Motor Tran3T)ort Branch! During October, the following Qpartcrmastor
Truck Companies woro assigned to tho Motor Transport Branch?

jSlst Truck Company
b59'tii ^ Truck Con^any
3Ul3th QM Truck Company
3l43Sth CiM "Truck Company
3S90th Truck Company

On 1^- JTovombor, tho 3^79"''̂ 'iM Truck Company arrived in Loire Section, having
draim their quota of trucks from Hormandy Base Soction but tho equipment was
found to bo in a very bad state of repair. This situation made it necessary
for tho company to spend the romaindor of its time in Loire Soction ropalp-
ing vohiclos.j turning some in for roplacomont, and getting ready for truck-*
ing operations^

A.pool of -^ton s Utrucks was established and operated with
headquarters at Ohanzy Barracks, Lo Mansa Tlio U9th Qpartormastor Battalion
(Mobile) suporyisod tho maintonanco of those vchiclosa which wore on Memoran
dum Eocoiut to RTO^s and TCP's within Loire Section, A few wore hold avails
able for use locally by tho Soction Transportation Office,
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Motor Transport equipment availalDlo for use in lolro Section v/as as
follows;

Task Tohiclos, 2j-^ton 6x6 cargo 2^0
1—ton trailers . 214
Total tonnage capacity of all vohiclos l^UlU

^ 9

Atln^-nistration Branch.; This "brancli was osta'blisliod under the Movomonts
division daring Octotor and Taocamo responsible for tho preparation and dis
tribution of-all oporational and informativo material, to tho various branchos
of the division and to ±IT0 installations in tho field. It v/as also nadc re
sponsible for training ETO porsonnol in administrative duties, and for no •
proBorBcation of all records pertaining to the divisiono branch arranged
for a Heading Pile shortly after boing organizodj the purpose of wnich \mB to
mako availablo to all branches of tho division, all pertinent daily incon ng
and outgoing reports and corrospondonco,

Ei^v;ay Control Division

Undor Ifejor KSaSBTH B. POSTBR, this division continued during^ Octohor
with tho porformancc of its regular duties in connection with the ^
road clearances, tho proparatlon of traffic flow charts, march grap s an^
tables, traffic circulation plans, strip maps and ovorlnys, and t c urni
ing of hi^way information, upon roquosto IHiring tho latter par o
Major HC^SSS was succoodod by Major ARTHUH G, BLISS, as Chief of o on^

By 20 October, porsonnol of tho Highway 6ontrol Division
proxinatoly S,200 milos on road roconnaiBsanco, sign posting an - >
in carrying out administratlvo dutios. At a mooting hold by tho i
division with tho Ohiofs of Highway Control Divisions from Morman^ ana
Brittany Baso Sections, an agroomont v/as roachod pn *thb •coordina on _
tios on tho various routes in tho Soctions and Baso Sections, oy ® +4?
a throu^^-routo, to bo known as tho ^Star Eouto" for movomont of highway raf-
f^.c„ Porsonnol of tho Loire Section Ei^^away Control Division
marking tho portion of tho routo passing throu^ Loire Soctlon territory, ino
Sign Shop, oporatod by tho division, produced approximately tH ; ?
Military Police, ETOis, TCP's and for routo marking, Porsonnol of the aivxelon
romflivod approximately §62 obsoloto signs in Loire Section,

On road roconnaissanco, porsonnol of tho Hi^way Control
ported tho location of abandonod Gorman and American oqulpmont. This included
such itoms as gonorators, concroto mix,::rB, crav/lcr cranes, asphalt, stool
I-boams," onginocr equipment "a:id sapplios, and empty gasoline cans.

Oporating that portion of tho Hod Ball Route located in Loire Section,
was a responsibility of tho Hit'̂ way Control Division^ There wore six Traffic
Control Points on tho route established for tho purpose of regulating and
rocordlng tho flovr of traffic, Thoy woro located at Aloncon, Chartros,
OourvhllOfprcfui, Laiglo, and Briozo^ Each. TOP v;as oporatod by one officer and
eight onlisbcd inbn, on a S'^hour basisp By moans of those TOP'̂ s the Motor
Transport Brigade was kopt informed continuously of tho location and move
ment of truck coiipanios under tholr command. Traffic flow charts on tho Rod
Ball Route woro roportod daily to tho division, from those TCP^s and the
officers in charge of thorn mado a roconnaisBanco of all routes and installo-
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tions within a tonr-nilo radius of thoir location and compiled the inforiaa-^
tion thus gained^ for assistance in directing traffic. Information Points
were estahlished in Chartro^, Lo Ifons, and in the Lo Mans "bivouac areas in
order to assist novomonts over roads throu/^ Loire Section and to furnish
inforna,tion on routes and locations of installations. (The division also
initia.ted the ostahlishmont of Medical Aid Posts on the Red Ball Route at
Lreiix, Oourville, ITogont—lo—RotroUj and Alencon, and helped draw up plans
for the enploymont of French military forces to assist in traffic control
on the Rod Rail route from Manors to Juvigny.

In llovonhor, the numhor of personnel in the division v/as roducod and
Captadn GSORGR G-ROTZ "boccaao Ghlof. iTho operation of TCP's at Chartros,
Droux^ a,nd Alencon vmfS discontiiraod and on 15 ITovenhor the TCJP at Oourvillo
was clcsodf since the Rod Rail operations over this route had ceased. At the
close of the month the division v/as operating only tv/o Traffic Control Points,
one at the Lo Mans •bivouac area and the other at the intersection of tho
Laval-Aloncon roads,.

During Kovonbor, upon rocommohdation of the division, when novonont
orders wore issued to units, instructions v;oro also issued for tho unit con«-
cornod to comnunicato with the Loire Section Transportation Office for ^'Road
Movonont InBtructions"o Tliis procedure provided cioser control of hi^way
novcjinonts within Loire Section^ Resulting from roq^uosts made "by tho divi«-»
sion to Hornandy Base Section,, the route for tho majority of casthound coi>-
voys from DBS was changedo The novf route provided for a "bivouac area, v/ator
point, and Ordnance sorvicoc, A sketch map of tho Loire Section showing
primary and secondary convoy routes^ "bridge capacities, "bivouac areas, and
water and supply points^ was prepared and copies wore sent to all Base Section
Hi^way Traffic OfficoSt,

Administrative Division?

Tho Administrative Branch 'Lir-der this division continued to oporato as

previously osta'biishoQ.o Hornal admrnistrativo duties wore handiOd, includ/^
ing tho operation of ^ Courier Surrico "bctwoon tho Section Transportation
Office and tho RTO's and TOP-s of Loire Section, and operation of tho Message
OontDr, tho Typing tho file section, and ^"blic Relations, ^nd the
handling of personnel records, "both military and civilian,

Tho Supply, Statistics and Reports Branchj The Supply Section under this
"branch procured and doliverod rations to troop and hospital trains passing
throug^i Loire Section, assisted various Transportation Corps units in tho
area in o"btaining supplies^ and ohtainod "bioyclos for HTO^Sa "Various reports
and graphs were prepared and submitted "by tho Statistics and Reports Section
of the "branchy
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smm SECTION

(OHAPTIDR VI")
GIBIMlilElAL

Tho Transportation Office, Seine Section (Seine STO), was organized on
27 Angust 1944, "by an Advance Dotacbmont of four officers and ton'enlisted men,
witii lit. Colonel HSiaBER.T P. BVAHS in charge as Transportation Officer. This
initial staff was increased on 31 August "by* the arrival of 4 officers and 54
inlisted men.

When Headquarters, Seine Section, "began operations at 2 Place do I'Opora,
on 27 August, the various staff sections had to survey the Paris area for
sites needed %• coming units and installations, to inventory captured G-erman '
stocks, and to appraise existing facilities and their condition. Available
transportation consisted of twenty vehicles, comprising staff cars, jeeps," and
cargo trucks. This transportation being inadequate, and furthermore being
needed to haul rations and supplies, Pronch civilian cars and trucks wore
placed in soanrice.

On 3 September 1944, 300 tons of supplies were vocoivod in tho Paris areai
for September, the total tonnage was 13,116 tons. As railway reconstruction
progressed, thoso figures rose to 317,220 tons in October, and reached a peak
of 611,030 tons in Hovember. Tonnage decreased to 474,746 tons in Docombor.

Rail-passenger traffic was resumed as soon as tho repair of facilities
permitted. Suburban trains were in operation as early as 4 September 1944.
Subsequently, service was resumed west to tho Loire Section and Brittany Base
Section, south to Marseilles, and oaat as far as Charlevillo. During September
37,000 troops were transported; during the period 1 October —31 December»
591,469 were carried by rail.

On 4 September 1944b the personnel problem of tho Seine STO was eased by
tho arrival in Paris of the 13tl: T?/afxic Regulation G-roup, with 46 officers
and 308 enlisted meno Thus^ the STO was roorgr-niEod and O3cpandod. On 6 Sopt-r
ember, tho Paris area was davlded inv.o •''ou:.' T:?ansportation Districts as a firs't
stop towards effecting traffic corf-rr-j ;^r the fioldo A District Transportation
Officer was placed in j::' each cisiri' t;<, with the mission of placing
Railway Traffic Offices and Traffic Control Points at key rail and road low -
«&tions, and of suporvicing Dietri.ct Op-^rations.

The opening of the Vincennes Transfer Point on 27 Soptombor 1944 marked
tho appoaraixo of a now type of Transportation Corps installation, In^rovised
to meet a now situation^? Railway linos cast of Paris wore relatively un*-
damaged, while those west of Paris required mroch repair, especially to bridgoa^
In order to shorten tho Rod Ball haul and conserve motor transportation, trans
fer points were sot up at "^Tinoonnos, La Cournouvo, Reuilly and later at P - "-in.
Most Rod Ball convoys from Cherbourg and tho beaches v-:,"- routed to one of
thoso points where the loads wore transferred to lj and shipped east to the
Armies,

Meanwhile, Seine Section had taken over all tho territory intended for it,
rou^ly, tho Departments of Soino-et-Oise and Selne-ot'-Marne, in addition to
that of tho Seine. Transportation personnel was needed in all parts of tho
Section. On 4 October 1944, tho 11th Traffic Regulation G-roup arrived for duty
in Seine Section; this made possible tho manning of new traffic control in
stallations removed from the immediate Earls area. In Kovomber, the Rod Ball
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Route waa discontinuod and the two tr^sfor- points of Lc. Courneuvo and Vln—
connos wore closed.

The G-orm^ coiintor-o.ffenaivo in ^ocombcr rccuired incrcasod acti.vit5r "by
the Seine STO, and sudden demands wore ma.dc on certain .units. . Thp case pf
the 3619th QJ^ Truck Company is an oxamplG. At 0100 hu^s-.'on 18 Ddcombor 1944',.
this unit'was ordered to report to a point near Helms l?y 1030 hre© At 1500
hrs the company loft Holms for BastognOf with men and equipment for .the iO.Xst
Airhorno Division. One offlcor, 29 enlisted men and 18 vohicles wore still
with thQ 101st Airhorno in Bastogne at the end of 194^.-n Others, attached to
the 501st Parachut'o Infantry Roglmontj wore .forced to destroy their .equipment
and inarch hack through the Gorman liiieso

On 31 Decemhcr 1944, after four months of opcrittions, the total numoer

of personnel'under .the adm.'nistra.tive or opcravtional control of the ocine STO
anountod to 3976, consisting of 226 officers^ 2 warrant officers, 3029 en
listed men, 'and 719 civilian cii5)loyeoSD The military pGrsonnol .strength ro—
malned fairly constant until DGcomhor, whon dotachmonts were furnished to
Channel Base Section, and to Oiso and Advanco SGctions. Tho.numhor of _skilXod
civilian ^I'oyees .did-not fluctuate, while unskilled labor feaohqd its peak,
in October whon Frel^t Transfer Points were in full operation. Thejr. then, de
creased'sharply; this 'accounts for the high total of 3333 civilian on^loypea
in Gctobcr, 1025 In November, and a total of 719 at the close of the year.
The trend ,at that time was to replace military personnel 1?v; civilians.; re
leasing the former ^for Transportation Corps duty in fi. r-' .> .1 areas .a^d for
Oonbat duty; .a rise in .the mumbor of skilled civilians antic—
ipatpd for. 1945.

mio TO •units una'or administrative or operationoi control :of the ..Seine ^
STO at the end of the year was con^jrisod of one Ha*j.way Grcuid Division, one
Hallway Shop Battalion, one Base Depot Cocpany, eleven Truck
Companioa, and two Traffic Hogulation Groups. These Traffic Hogulatlon -Groups
furnishod the necessary military personnel for the District Transportation
Office, 29 Railway Traffic Offices, 8 Inland waterways offloading,points and
one freight transfpr. point*

SUMiaivY OP SBIliE SBOTION THilNSPGHTATIOH OFFICE AOTIVITES

Organization of Solno STO _
The Transpprtation Office of Seine Section was organized xn throo Soc—

tions,..with .b'rahchoa as follow35

1. Motor Transport Section.

3* • Mpvononts Sectionj

a. Frol^t Branch
b« Passenger Branch
c. Highway Branch

3* Operations Soctioni

a. Frei^t Transfer Points*
b* Inland Waterways Branch vis

> f •*

.. I."'

• .SV ~

:i%:j ' . . i;

• -f'
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The J<5otor Transport Section of the Soino STO, "bogcm operations on the
noming of 27 August 1944 with cquipmont consisting of staff cars, Jeeps, and
cargo trucks numbering twenty in ail. On that morning, Soino Section was still
in the planning stagoo To accomplish its missions, tho Section required the
installation of Service units, dopotsj hospitals, "billots., and utilities, tho
survey of damages, tho invontcry of scattered captured materiel, and the res
toration of power* and comnanicationst This called for motor transportation,
and for this reason the addition of civilian vohiclos was an absolute necessity.

An appeal.was made to tho French population and civilians immediately
offered cars and trucks, some'of which wcro nrcseum pieces, with seven to ton
years' service. Many had "boon kept hidden; some even disir-mtZ.ec"., during tho
G-orman occupa,tion, The vehicles wore hired on a pcr-day "basis.-: On 30 August,
four civilian taxis were placed in service.-^ A few daj'^ later tho first civilian
trucks wore hirode On 3 Septombor, .tho *i4 tsccis in service wore still inado-^
quatc for tho Joh. Hiring continued up to a total of 345 vehicles "by the end
of tho year. Taxis were used "by military personnel going to and from install
ations ^ while tho trucks hauled rations and supplies to tho city. Those civil
ian vohiclos formed tho nucleus of tho motor transpo?rbation syston in Se.ino
Soction, and with the passing of timo tho hotter equipment cane out of hiding,
giving tho "US Army a wider choice of vohiclos, thereby, insuring more depend
able transportation as well as more oconcnical performance^

Available taxis wore operated by gasoline •onginos and entirely depon(? -nb
upon tho US Army for gasoline^ Trucks wore opearated by eity or bottle gat.,
wood and charcoal or gasoline. To service and mri- J.hese vohiclos a gara^
was required. Accordingly, on 5 September, the seven- ^^tory nodorn garage at .
34 Hue dp. Chomin—Vert, was opened to these vohiclose -i-t was evident that they
would have to bo placed under U.-/or An-y control as tho gasoxino supply was
critical. To prevent pilferage of gaool5,no ano. to insure maxinum performance
of vehicles, a system of control was installed, providing at a glance the per
formance records of each. The wood -xno. charcoal vohiclos.could not bo speedily
convert'

never s

wore

Exchange Service.

cot

placed
met tho existing noodSD Hogi:,lai scheduled trips V£— .. ^ —
the vicinity of tho city and extra bus crews wore naxntaineo. to insure servide
for hospital trains during the ni^otQ

While civilian facilities were being developed, regular Uc.Sa Army vehicles
wore OiC^loyod for the pui-ppso ox hauling gaso'iino to Seine Soction, and tho
transporting of personnel and cax-go towards tho front. Those vehicles were
housed at the Hoyal Garsgo»

Aside from their own needs as an Intomediato Soction, other Com 2 units
wore sotting up headquarters in Soino Soction, and being without sufficient
organic transportation, bhoy a;,i];)0aled to ooine Soction for assistance. .To meet
these demands, taxis,' trucks, and buses wero furnished by the san'e STO.

ore made to the airports in
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Paris provocL a haven for all those socking transportation of porsonnol
and cargo- Groups and individuals separated fron their units and trying ® •"
rejoin then, found their way to Paris with no noans of tr/msoort •boyp--a«
Seine Section Motor Pool was fron the start overworked r 1 in no position to
keep up with the expansion taking place. The STQ then .arranged for the osa-
ignnont of a QiM Truck OoEpany to help carry the "burden.

On 15 Soptpribor 1944, tlio 3619 QM Truck Co w.us assigned
and Installed at Obonin Vert, Garage. This, organization uas assigno P "
ority shipncnts towards the front, nith the loft-over vehicles
confined to operations in Seine Section. The donands for cargo vo OM
creased so that another truck con^any had to "bo "brought in. Thus, . , at
Truck Corpany was assigned on 19 Soptoribor and subsequently „ Trn.ni-
Chonin Vert Garage. However, the tonnage donands placed upon th . -
port Section still oxcoodod the facilities available. During piotor
October, Seine Section was rapidly expanding, with the result , trucks
transport was eirployed to such an extent that the hiring ox °
buses, and taxis was continued on a day-to-day basis, and on -iv nart of
3618th qff. Truck Conpony was assigned to Seine Section. In :^^^40iith
Hcconbor two additional truck corrrpanlos wore assigned, the rnovo Christ."
QM Truck Gonpanios, the latter conpany being used exclusively o
has nail to tho front.

All of the QM Truck conpanics wore oxtronoly busy ^
bor, and Heo-onbor and two wore used cdmost exclusively for
^d personnel towards the front,. During tho Gorman cina. '
becoribor, those truck conpanics wore engaged in moving oonbat ^ yjoro lost
ninterial to the threatened areas. In those operations soma voni
as combat casualties and some personnel were wounded in action.

Tlio substantial increase in porsonnol movements during
the novonont figures for this period. The increase o"* :r -"Xi _ Hoanltal

expansion was attributed to the rotation plan and the incroaso „ ^ move**
^^ain aorvico. Those two factors so Increased Seine Section po
i^snts as to noccssitato curtailment of bus achodulos.

Tho Motor Section auporviaod the maintenance and records
- pay rolls, and rogistor of civilian vohiclos in addition to the

all Arny ond. civilian vehiclos. Below is a rocord of froi^it ^
transportod by motor during tho period 1 October to 31 Docorabor 194r4X

Preight Tonnage

Army
ydhiclos

Civilian

Vohiclos Total

Army
Vohicli

October 18528 11485 30013 3867

Jfovbmbor 24552 14710 39263 3552

Deoombor 25383 15824 41206 17435'

Pnrflnnnel OaxrioA
Clviliaii

60441

65766;

89633

yetal

64308

69318

107058

Moy.GPefttg s^ptipzu.

The .Uovomonts Section was organized on 5 Beptombor 1944, to Control
and coordinate the activities of its conponent branohos and thoao of the
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and coordinate the activities of its corr^onent "branclies and those of the Transr
portation Corps traffic control installations in the field. Ihe Movements
Section vras con^rised of Preigl^t, Passenger, and Hi^way Branches; the field
Installations 77ore the Hailvray ^Traffic Offices and the Traffic Gfcmtrol Points.

To fa.cilit<ate control of dispersed field installations, the territory was
6.ividGd into four districts, the inner oourdaires of Trhich were a- straight
vertical and a stra,ight liorisontal lino throu^- 2 Place do l^Opera, Paris, to-
the outer "bourdarios of Seine Section. Later this arrangement was changed to
one district. v

RTO*s were set up at Orly and L© Bonrget airfie1.<^r'. and at St. Lac:-re
Station, the latter for handling hospital trainr.^ 1 •.•cor, RTO's were sot up
at Batignolles Freight Yards, C-aro Montpn.masse, S-oa^n^os; Yaugirard,
"bouillet, Versailles, Q-are de L^Fst, Care dn Herd, Care d* Austorlitz, Saint
Onon Ics Locks, G-are do Pantin, i<4"407 Medical Lepot, Qf-177 Lepot at Magasins
Genoraux, Care de la Villette, Saint-Lonio Yards, and V.alenton Yards.

Traffic Control Points wore sot up at Vincennos-Fontonay and La Conrnouve
for the purpose of transferring freight from Red Ball trucks to rail, for
novencnt to the front. Eighteen other Traffic Control Points were set up on
the exterior "boulevards of Paris to control and direct traffic in order to
prevent drivers from losing their way in P.aris, .and to keep through-traffic
out of the city. Surveys were made to determine the condition of the road
system around Paris and military rontos were established. From 21 September
to 30 September, the Traffic Control Points directed d51 convoys consisting of
6,251 vehicles hatiling 33,238 tons of suppliesc

Freimh-I;; Branch

The mission of the Freig3"-.t Branch was to provide -a service for the e:o-
peditious movement of XJcS. Armj.- supplies into, through, or originating in the
Paris area.

As a result of the damage done by Allied bombings and the retreating Ger"-
ma.ns, the key railroad bridges which formerly enabled rail traffic to by-pass
Paris wore in such condition t.hao ib was nooessary t'lor rail traffic pass into
Paris Yards before movemen-D to t?ne fi^ont could be accomplished and much of
this r.ail traffic arrivin-i^ in Paris required roclassification before forwards-'
ing to the front. Tlio first roclassification yard wa.s establishes at Go-i
Batignolles. Fortunately, this was one of the fo- ' Paris yards xhat os-
c.aped with only minor dos-bruc-bion. As the volume ox br.affic^ increased, this
one yard was soon, found to be insufficent and a second classifica,tion yard was
established at Valenton, a subur'b to the south of Paris, This yard was to
serve the Third Army and southern Advance Section, while Batignolles was to
servo the First Army, ^inth Air Force, and northern Adn.anco Soctiono Those
yards soon became beehives of activity foi- the RTO staffs; OCOT ordered that
the Transportation Officer^ Seine Section, use these ^wirds for the following
purpososs" first, to reclassify freight and mako up in trainloacL^lots; second,
to chock and correct documentation; third, to provide train consist; fourth,
to accomplish diversions. Luring this^pariod, Humorous carloads were received
improporiy doc-umented and serious delays and unnecessary expenditure of tine
was spent in disposing of such traffiCo

Another problem that Confronted the Seine STO was the handling of traffic
, p \ :•
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conaignod to Paris depots and installations. Trains wero arriving mcroly
illod to tb.0 HTO, Paris, and it was difficult to furnish disposition in

casos "bGCauso of a lack of knowledge as to the location of tho dopots.
his situation was occasionod "by tho fact that tho Transportation Corps

was not notifiod at the tlno depot location wore selected# Ii5utual coop—
oration would have proved valuable in this instance, inasnuch as tho TC had
avallahlo information, or was Infornod of necessary sourcos, on tho mil
facilities available in tho area# However, infornatir a -n tho location of
thoso service depots was ultimately obtained by tho Seine Section RTO staff,
and there was no serious dolay in tho novonont of frolglit.

Ihiring this proiod, OCOT roquestod that tho Soino STO produce a car
nT^bor rocord of every rail car that passed throur^. or tlia^t was loaded out

^aris area to tho front# Tliis was acconplishod by tho RTO's in ^iat—
olot, Valenton, ^atignollos, and at tho depot installations in tho Paris
area# of these points telephoned'a conelcto train consist to Soino

oction as soon after tho train dop.arturo as'possible. A copy of each de
parting train consist was furnished OCOT boforo 2000 hours oach day for tho
preceding 24-hour period ending at 1800 hours. This infonxation was also
0° S twice daily to the Transportation Officer, Advance Section, to

Qspoditious handling of traffic upon arrival 'at forward instal#*

Qj Another difficulty encountered by tho Soino STO during tho early stages
with corurrunicatlons, In connection with tho advance for—

advi points of origin and intornodiato points and in relaying tho
it forward areas. Inadequate conmunications facilitlos also nado
hanJ'̂ ^ '^tfflcult to reconslgn trainloads and aako disposition of cars onwithout documentation in the Paris area.

wore part of Soptonbor, tho first truck-to-rail transfer pointsTho purpose of those points was to ronovo fron roads and
^0,11, 0,11 possible tonnage transported by Hod Ball vehicles con—

ininstallations, Tho frox^at Branch was directly involved
docun oxtont that selection of sites, instmctlon indocun f ^ extent that selection of sites, instmctlon in
roat^ ^^^i additional rocord-kooping was nocesaa—a. Various i-ail—yaids in tho Paris aroa wore eurvoyod and from thou xinal selections
wore nado.

Baring tho first wook of October,, the 11th Traffic Hogulation O-roup
arr vcd in Paris and was assigned to tho Soino STO^ The noubcrs of this
organizo.tion woro iomodiatoly given various field duties and this section
rocolvod two officora who were assignod to tho Hocorda Section of tho Prol^^t
-Dranch. Hoports were .roquirod by Com Z, OCOT, imd Seine Section and
as a result rocord kooplng increased with tho ostablislnriont of each now in^-
stallatlon# Thcso rocorda and statistics showed tho novonont of freight by
2^oad and rail into, throu^x and from Soxnc Section.

^ith tho Paris transfer points in full uso, during the nonth of Octoboi-,
another operation was ostablishod, namely, tho dally loading and novonont of
thousands of tons of POL products by railc Awaiting tho conplotion of tho
military pipeline to Paris, gasoline was trucked to tho Paris area by road
tanker and decanted Into Jorrlc.an8 for loading and hauling via rail to tho
front. This operation roquirod cloao coordination with 2nd MSB in order to,
f?aarantoe tho rotum novonont of orqjty Jerricans so that tho decanting of
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gasolino would not "bo. stoppbd. Thp return of enpty jorr^cms was. often on a
band to noutli" "b.asis -and at several tines dccantinr -porations practicadly

ceased "because of the la,ck of cans. The cstablisluaont of tlio nilitary pipe—;,
lino^ and tbc constant short supply of onpty jerricans caused the POL operations
to cnanf^c to "bulk or tank car shiTjnonts. Tank cars, also wore available in a
linitod supply only and constant coordination with Snd iSS was necessary in
order to insure the rapid return and placonont of tank cars# . ' •

A serious problon that developed during the nonths of Hovonbor and Decon—
bor was the inability of several of the Paris depots to handle efficiently
their inconihg voluno of traffic. This situation in most cases resulted, fron
the lank of suffiolent storage and unloading space, insufficient d.opot por-
sonnol, aud the lack of advice on traffic being forwarded fton the beaches.
Douots were connittGd to take much more traffic than they could possibly handle
with the result that in several instanoos corplotc onbargo of several depots
was ^necessary. Depots wore pressed to speed up their unloadings, to acquire
additional storage and unloading space, and to free the large nunber of load-*
cd rail cars which wore charged to them. In tho opinion of the Seine STO,
such difficulties could have been kept to a nininun had the proper authorities
given due consideration to thoficilitios and capacities of these newly.estab
lished depots prior to'novcnont of tho freight fron tho ports. Inpropor con
signing of shipments was to sono extent I'csponsible for tho-co^agostion*.. Thoro
"^^oro r.iany oxnr^los of inpropor consigning of rail shipments that caused nn
increased burden to all concerned and served to dolay and ''Pilo up" railcars.
Thus, it appeared to tho Soino STO" that in rolioving the congostion at tho .
ports tho result was a congostion at tho interior dopotso

Phase III or oxc^usivoly Pronch operation of tho railways bocano cfi^^rr^ivo
on several rail lines into and out of tho Paris aroa "'i;'" tMs j_ariody
was soon found that reliance upon tho Pronch Hcdlr.v; ' service did not moot wi"^b-
U.S. Amy requiremehtso To protect traffic it v. s; nooossary. that the
novonont of XJ„S« frci{^.t in trai:.iload lots only bo assurodr, This procoduro
required, insofar, o.s Paris depot traffic was concornod. a considcrablo anount
of switching v/lthin tho Pa.ris Tho r.i'iV'ciont of rail cars within tne Paris
area w-s a slow end tedious proc-oss as oporabod by tho --Jt onchj .nowevor, -it was -
felt tliat this dcl.^y.was .iu-stifr'cA in assuring dolivoiy to propor consignoos»
Action Was tokon with the Prbnoh rrdlro-acLS to I'onody tho nrjnorDUS switching
problems which arosco To sono extent these ronodics showod their valuo?- how-
ovor, intra^aris novonont -./as fai- from satisfactory, at closo of the year
1944. Tho'shcrtago of power was felt, daily and tho inability of tho French to
•understand XJ.So Army needs did not aid in tho situation tliat dovolopodo

Uith tho Fre?ich oporation of rail linos, tho ITO^s prpbloins become noro
numorouso, UTO's at the various Paris rail junction points assumed .lorc and
noro rosp)onsibllity for tho propor and quick dispatch of U«S. Army frol^t.
Evon after utmost caution was takon, UoSj Army traffic was frequently dis
patched on French oomncrcial trainsa Dispatches of this nature ultimate^
caused numerous ViaT-irie^-and requests for tracing, which was on especially
laborious task l.n that tho French records wore incomploto and incorrect* it
was with this in mind th.o.t the Soino STO,,with tho help of the SUOF, establish
ed tho six digit military train number which to a gyoat extent proved invalu^ .
able in tracing full tralnload shipments. Tlois system of train numbering was
adopted by the other Base Sections on tho Continent*
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Ihiring this period "the so»-callod "Colis S2p)rc3s" for parcel sliipnonts
T7as established. This sorvico T/as instigated "by the Seine STO after nunoroua
roqncsts fi'on the.Services to provide transportation "by rail for loss than
carload sMpnents up to 40 Its weight per package. This sorvico -utilized tho
S'rcnch connercial passengor^norchondiso trAins and served to provide trans
port of supplies to points generally not- reached "by tho novonont of XT-3. Arny
trains. This sorvico conserved the use of essential transijortation
which would otherwise havo "boon required to acconplisli do livery.

The Hetum Load Plan hocano noro inportant during this period and many
thousands of tons of frn-rght were novod in .all directions "by utilizing this
sorvico. Tlio Prel.-^-t Branch was rosiDonsihle for making tho decision whether
shipments would bo forwarded by road or railo Many onq^ty return truck—miles
wore prevohtod by the use of this plane

Tho following statistics show monthly tonnages and. tho number of cars
noving through Paris and or; Paris depots to the fronts.

Hoo of Tons —of. Oars.
Qotobor: 317o220 34,971
i^'venbor
Becenber

Passenger Branch

611,030
474,746

43,325
34,440

The Passenger Branch commoncod operations on 27 August 1944 with a
linited staff from the London District,, On 4 Septenbor, the 13th Traffic
Regulation Group arrived in Paris and was assigned to Seine Section.. As
of 3 October, the staff consisted of one officer and tievon enlisted per—
sonnol. On-30 Hovembor, it consisted of three officers and nine onlistod por-~
sonnol, and one Pronch civilian intorprctoro Attached to this "branch wore
British, Canadian, and Pronch Hallway Transportation Officers', and a PrCnch
Liaison Officer. On 31 Docoinbor 19-14, personnel consisted of five officers; ^
and twelve onlistod x^oroonnola

In tho beginning, most of tho traveling was done hv .radua-ls .and
small part".os. Except for a few suburban linos, there no rail sorvico
until the latter part of Scptomboru Motor and Air Service/, up to this time,
furnished most of the nocossary trans]portation. On 29 August, tho firs*fc
station to bo oponod was Garo St. Lasare. Other installations wore sot^up
in Austerlitz Station, Garo du Kordj Garo Montparnasso and Lo Bourgot Airport.
On 4 Soptombor, several trains started operation from those stations. This
sorvico v;as for civilian commuters but was also used in rare cases, for trans
porting individuals porsonnol^

. On 17 Soptombor 1944, the HTO at Orly was deactivated, duo to tho fact
that Air Transport Connand had established itself, and was able to handle all
Passenger Traffic at this Airport. On 25 Scrptembor, the SlTCP published tho
first train schedules that v/oro to bo rosumod in Prancoj tho soiaricos avail—
able were limited in distance and areas soryod. One main lino train, daily
from Austerlitz Station-was utilized for personnel traveling on orders, to
both Loire Section Headquarters at Le Mans, and Brittany Base Section Hoad—
quarters- at Honhes. Garc do lyon started onemain lino train daily, to Mar—
soillos, with an ovornight stop at lyon. Garo du Hord sorvicos started with
one daily train to Lille, and Gare de L*Bst. started with servicoe as far as
Charlovillo. Tho latter three wore not used to any groat extent. On 26
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Sc^tonber, the Surgeon, Seine.Section, roqnostoA shlT^ncnt of dis.C-iargo3. pqr-
sonncl from General Hospitals in the Paris area, b- Mic 19th. Hoplaconcnt Bqpot
at Etanqios for- return to duty. Those shipQonts Tzpro accpi^lishod,-.over a
period of fiv©-days, by nbtoi?^ transport. ••

Oh 30 Soptbnbor•iSdd," a spoclal train was inaugurated for the novor
nont'of hoBOital-discharged patients to.Etanoos, departing daily at 1200 hoursp
A special nilitary train,- Paris to Ohorhourg. conmoncod operations 9 Ocothor. ;
On occasionQl" requests-from Tlao Provost'l^shal, stragglers tliat had "been
picked up in the Earls-arod,- and wore to'%e" taken to Etanpes, were also trano^
ported-on this train."

Hurinp tho -inohth of Septonber,- inofo th.an 37,000 troops were handled ."by
HTO'.s in Seine Section. "Statistics for the three nonths ending 31 Doceribor
1944 are as followss '

-Hail Movonents
Haspiiial Trains
M(ytor liovonents •
other than convoys

\ »«•

TOTAL

387,679
203,790

2 >786

594,255

Through 30 Saatonbor .1944, the" Passenger Branch largely confined its •,
duties and &taff work to organization and establishing standing Operational
Procoduros, and naking roconnaissanco of raiT facilities in,Soinc. Section. .
During tho nonths, of Octohor, •HovonTaor, and Doconber, ©nphasis. was..placed on.
troop"laovononts. In the liandling of a vast nunbcr of troop:trains,, over.40,
GOO rations wore furnished by iho Passenger Branch. Those 't3:'09P">. wore^ :• -oany
nationalities: Pronch,• British, Canadian, Gzechrs T: - as .wolf as Pa»,.s.
Many of the foreign troops woro transported to pox go ovorscas shipncnt. .

Mctropolitain (French Sv.bwcy) oporations were rosunod about 1 October,
having -boon stop-pod' a.nring the lihora-tion of ?.ariso Ponding .ar^gcmmts. for
poynont of trcmsportation cluorgos, lilXiteofjvporsonnof''raveloi free until 6
Hovop'bor 1944, ulion nogotiatlona vcro corsuiinaiodo lickots wore availahlo
roaflj for distrihution, 26 Octoher In tho o,groonont with tho -iotropol-
itain Coirtpany, 80,000 froo ticlcots vov& ic "bo given non-clily to personnel on
lo.avo^ Distri-butiori of ticlcots end passes, thron-^-i 31 Doconhor 19x4 w,as as
follows: > • ' •

Tickets for personnel traveling on leave
Tickets for personnel traveling on-official business
Sixty (60) Doay parses

Tom

240,000
1,152,700

480

1,393,180

Beginning .12 Hoconbor'1944, special leave trains were laid on for troops
going to Paris on leave and going to tho Unitod Statoa on rotation leave.
The figures up thrpugli 31 Deconber 1944 wore as follows:

Daily leave trains (in) •
Dally leave trains (out) 8,954 .
Potation to U.S. ?'/Qn
notation to U.S.. (out) . ^

TOm 21,405
t.:--

.-♦'1
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Ei^p-liTyav Branch

Th

traffic
Tha Cl^WBjr Braii<a» tob eata'bliahed 5 S0ptem)6r 1944 to effect road,

traffic rsgulniioii. • In starting operations it was oTJvious IrL-iediately tnat ..
all eb.ta;wo-iiia"l;iaye to Td^ obtained in the face of no. estahlished precedent-*
^ere Trere no naps availalDle through nornal sources and no Mlllta^ o co
porsonnol-in suff'icicnt nunbcrs to provided traffic control® Units an
stallations listed ^ere not available and inforoation relative ^ a
"bridge conditions wore pmetlcally neglegihlo* Steps were pronp y * .
obtain" single naps of roadnets .ond-copios wore reproduced for use
Branch# Various roconnaissancos wore made in order to .. Qoinn
ation 'of a military nature nocossary to the operation# The MP s /i-nnoral
Section Snginocrs wore contacted for the nocossary action to inpro
as well o-s specific traffic conditions and prohlons#

A survey was nado of the hi^ways in Seine Section t ^ ° aituktion
and "bridge conditions, and a careful study of the general tra . . ^ S
throu^out the area was cor^lotedi This survey revoaled ^ ^
innediato action to clear various underpasses around the Paris THo
exteriors which woro then "blocked with wrecked cars and G-ozTnan • So-nt—
nocossary action was then taken and the required work was co^
onbor 1944, making possible an even and uninterrupted flow of nlli^^
traffic around the boulevard exteriors to the various nilita^ 4.i-.4n traffic
^d to the hi^iwoys leading to the front. As a further Sr.-nT ova'rd ox— '
study, oi^^toen traffic control points were established on tJxQ '
teriors to control military traffic and to direct such to the
•it the beachos and wcstw^d areas, around the boulevard oxterxo , ;
principal highways designated to handle the flow to and ^ ^ -ondortakon
sipply arcaa. This work was properly that of MP personnel, • ..
by the Seine STO, ponding the arrival of sufficient MP s to and tlio
a.ntios. • This change was conplotod partially on or about 18 Soptenbo ,
last four'TC®'s wore withdrawn on about 26 Soptenbcr 1944#

Surveys and various reports were conqplotod in or Points
Hod Ball Houte Traffic Control Point at Trappos and the Houilly
Pontairobloau, Vinconnes-Pontonay, Aubervilliors^o Courn^ve Kouxxxy^^oigM Yards, ipon pstablishmont of those installations, the Seine
specific routes to and from such installations and the such routes

°h the Hod Ball IloTite. Signa were then ordorod and placed .joints,
foviding direotiona for convoys dxvertod to the th^
n connoction with those sane operations, approximately 50 P ^ distribu—

^^I'ooiflc routes to ho used woro prepared and provided the TC
to convoys diverted fron the Ecd Boll Houto to the Transfer Poinvs.

^n the ncantino, the necessary organisational 1'^°"in Soino
placed in effect to provide road clearanees to convoys f

ectlon, and althoui-^, conmnications were extremely lini iion to
novos as closely as possihlo with pther Sections and Base ^octions. also to
provide control of nnd to diroct convoys coning into and moving throm^ t>oino
Section whon originating elsowhoro. Two hundred fifty ovei-loys of military
routos and installations woro prepared and distributed to PTO s and i so
aid in their operations and for guidance to units in transit# At tho s^o
tine, the Highway Branch had lODO maps of Paris and roadnots, roproducoa ana
distributed to tho various installations and units as noodod#
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• 35uring tho lattor part "of Soptonber, a road and ronto informtion booth
was csta,blishod naintainod in the rotrunda of Soine Section Eoadqtiartcrs#
As the noocl for such'inforoation bccano apparent, rcconhaissancos to obtain
data rclatiiro to conditions r>jid prqgrcss of repair on roads and bridges woro
carried out .as a continuous function of the Seine SQ?0«

During October, there uas coneidox'ablo actiyity in tho activation and in-
activation of various freight transfer points and specific nilitary and supply
routes. Those changes wore as follows:

licuilly
Pantin

La Coumcravo
Vinconnes-S'ontonay

•'VThito 3n.ll Highway
Hod Ball Highway
Paris By—Passes
TCP — Trappos
E-S—B— Houto

Pr.

Pr.

Pr.

Pr.

Tr. Pt.

Tr. Pt.

Tr. Pt-

Tr. Pt.

Inactivated

Activated

Inactivated

Inactivated
Bstablishod
Discontinued
Sstablishod

Inactivatod
Established

16 Oct.

11 Oct.

6 Eov.

18 Hov.

10 Oct.

13 "Sov.
15 Nov.

8 Doc.

15 Dec.

'1944

1944

1944

1944

1944

1944

1944

1944

1944

In connection with those cliangos, numerous roconnaissanccs wore necessary, in
order.to establish tho desired routes to and from tho main supply routes and
Seine Section installations. Signs to inactivated installations-and di^
continued routes were removed and new and addition.'^l "".L.^nc: were posted to
diroc-t convoys along tho newly .assigned routes. Ovoi'loys, maps, and^itten
information concerning these routes were prepared and subnxtted to all interes^
ed Base Sections in order that convoys would receive full route- and direction;^
information at points of origin.

Effective 15 October 1944, a Hotum Load Pl.an was placed, in effect .in op-
dor to insure inaxinun use of all vohiclos operating into rmd uithin Seine Soor
tion. HTO's Qli Truck Go's, and Seine Section installations, wore alerted as^
to. the nood of greater use of voMolcs which up to that tine had on appalling
record .of onpty truck-nilas on the rotum portion of supply noyononts. Coop-
or.ation of all concomod rosuJ.tcd in tho uso of 1296 vehicles in % nonths
tr.ansiiorting a total of 3365 tons to points on-routo to tho vehicles return
destination. In addition to thoso vohiclos. used for,supply noyos, a oonsilor-.
ahly gro.ator nunhor mdo uso of their rotum nilos hy transporting military
personnel desirous of reaching stations which wore either on-routo or at the
vehicles' various destinations. All ,drr.-uigononts wore handled hy and throu^
the lioturn Load Section, Highway Branch.

As a result of numerous conforonoos with Seine Section Snginoors, and
after aany road roconnaiss.ancos, a conploto up-to-date Military Head Network
for Seine Section w.as adopted for nilitary traffic. The responsihllity for ,
maintenance of such routes, particularly during tho winter nonths, was accepted,
hy the Seine Section Engineers. Complete ro.ad network n.aps wore prepared and
suhnlttod to OCOT and all Base Sections, for use in conjunction with movement
of all military traffic hy road thjough Seine Section.

Spociflc .activities within tho Hi^way Branch!

(l) Tlio ilhite B.all Eouto, insof.ar .as tho pori: •. running from Hpuon to
St. Ecnis was concerned, ran along Hid throu^ Pontoiso within Seine Sootlon.
•Vehicles traveling tho route sudf^enly oncountorod oxtremo difficulties in tho
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ott? of Fo^toiso, duo to a dostroyod railroad bridge on the North^pst aut-
skirts of tho city .-md a narrow twisting, two-nay route throua-h the contor
of town. . Aby-pass was established around tho destroyed bridge and a shdrp
turn widenod.by renoral of a snaU house at the corner of tho turn. A ro-
connaissanoo of tho town revealed the prosoncq of an additio'nal route , closoa.
however, by a local firn oi^loyod in tho process of renovin/- dobris. a'con
ference was hold with ..the Mayor of Pontoiso and Seine Section Engineers. iVn
agrecnont was reached whcrin the route would bo rooponod unon coriolotiori of a
United anount of work by tr.S. Arqy Bnginoors. This work was acconpllsKod
and separated one-way routes throu^ tho town wore in opor-ti'^n at tho end of
tho year, conpletoly eliminating tho original cause for ro ..-^cstion- vVrgolo
traffic control was provided at intorseotiohs loading to tho sopar-ato routes.

(2) Tho Eighway Branch was requested to" submit a report of the no 31 de
sirable sites available fof use in connection with the following two planaj

Mossing Plan for Movonont Personnel.
"b- ' Proposed Plan for vehicle uasnlng facilities for uso 'ly convoys

"* noving through Seine Section.

Statistics .and data concorning convoys .and personnel novononts vroro conpilod
to dotemine the nost ho.avily traveled routes and. .areas within Seine Section.
Hoconnnissanco of the areas surrounding Paris, throuf^ ^hich the "bulk of the
convoys and troop personnel novod, was Innediatcly nado and various sites ^qtq
chosen. Conplcto reports and recomondations in connection with "both plans
T7or0 pron^tly subnittod for further consideration and possible action.

(3) Duo to the Gorman countor-offonsivo in Pecoobor, and tho ch.antgos in
the tactical situation, the Seine STO, upon receipt of instructions from G—2
and tho Office of the Chief of Transportation, contacted a number of convoys
in tho field on-routd to previously assigned stations and diverted sano to
altered destinations. Also, .at the front a number of units wore, contiactpd in
order .that corrected routing instructions could bo provided so as to ro—roiite
convoys aroimd and from areas designated as closed to road novonont.

(4) In connection with the same situation, special attention was providod
for the forced march of the 11th Armored Division which was conqoletoly novod
throu^ Seine 'Section in throo dayso Close contact was const.antly maintainod
with the many serials involved, in connection with bivoiT-o vc-airenents and •
numorotis telephone .advices were forwarded to intorosted Baoo Sections as to
timings, .POL, and ration requirements. Pronch as well as U«S. Arry MP per
sonnel wore arranged for in order to provide traffic control and to oscpodito
tho move#

(5) The Inquiiy Section, Seine STO, continued its compilation of up-to-
date information on hi^ways; loc.ations of units .and installations, assigned
routes, and bivouac and POL facilities along routes, for tho purpose of fura-
iahing such information to authorized nilit.ary personnel. Approximately 2500
copies of tho Prance roadnct, and Paris "routo mps were obtadnod and dis
tributed through tho Inquiry Section.

(s) In addition to tho abovo, this branch handled tho clearance of, tho
following convoys!

_ a. Originating in Soino Section .and dostinod to areas outside Seine
Soction! . - -
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Convoys Vehicles Personnel
182 6710 26000

!)• Ori^inntinf^ in other Base Sections and destined to points Trithin
Soino Section:

•' " Convoys Vehicles Personnel

100 4485 18165

Cm OriGinatin^5 in other Base Sections and routed throu^ Soino Section
to destination:

Convoys •• Vehicles Personnel
355 29000 131000

Q-nerations Section \

The Operations Section was organized in Octohor to roliovo the Movonents
Section of any transportation activities nhich did not concern the usual traffic
control of rail and road novonontSi Those activities which were placed under
the control of the Operations Section wore the Preight Transfer Points and lat
er the Inland Waterways Branch.

. Prei/?ht Transfer Points

On 27 Soptenhcr 1944, the first of a series of froij^t transfer points was
ostahlishod to unload freight fron the Hed i>all I^ute in Paris and to load it
into rail wagons for shipment towards the front. The first point was os»-
tahlishcd' at O.aro dos Marchandisos, Vincennos Pontonay-sous-Bois, and was known
as the Vincennes-^ontonay Proi^t Transfer Point. On 29 Septenhor, another
transfer point was ostahlishod, known as lo Courneuve Proigfit Transfer Point,
near Auhorvilliors, in the noi'thom suhurhs of Paris, A third transfer point
was set up at Ilouilly, in southeast Paris, on 2 October, "but was discontinued
on 16 October, as the other installations then operating wore doomed sufficient
and more suitable. Pinally, a fourth was established at Pantin on 11^October
1944, The transfer points at La Courneuve and Vincennos were discontinued on 8.
Hoveinbor and 18 Hbvonber,' rospoctivoly, when POL operations wore transferred to
the Lihas Autodrome, and shipncnt by rail could be affected at nearby S-^ Michel,
The remaining truck-to-rail transfers could well bo handled at Pantin.

Bach of those freight transfer points was easi*':- -oooBsible to routes •
followed by the Rod Ball convoys. There wore also adcpaato dock facilities for'
the sinultanoous unloading of approsiinatoly 150 trucks at each froi^it transfer
point. In addition, the same number of loaded trucks could be readily narehall*
ed inside the property with sufficient Sji^aco for the marshalling of unloaded <
trucks either inside or nearby at both points.

The operational functions of thoso freight transfer points involved the
following2

(1) Receiving Rod Ball convoys .and arranging trucks for the proper dis
charging of froi^it from trucks to freight cars.

(2) Receiving and chocking documentation of convoys in an effort to dis
cern the destination, typo of froi^t, and number .and typo of freight cars
required.
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(3) Chocking and tallying the supplies and eguipncijt from tho trucks to
the froi^t cars#

(4) Originating proper docunentation of trains and the naintonanco of
roc'ords on all convoys, freight cars, and trains.

(5) Supervision of French civilians, foremen, and intorprotors of v/hom
approximately 2000 wore omployod at "both installations.

(S) Securing adequate rolling stock, switching and placing of on^ty
cars) also, making loaded trains for movonont to final destination.

(7) Preparing and maintaining tho necessary reports and docunonts for
further reference.

In assonhling the trains it was necessary that they,ho made up in "blocks
of cars, each hlock .to contain a like tvoe of supplies so that they could "be"
adequately expedited, after arriving at final destination.

IThe operation of those froi^t transfer points was under the Jurisdiction
of tho Seine STO and was coordinated hy tho Chief of Opprationg. :

During the.period 3 Octohor to 31 Deoonhor 1944, a total of 251,031 tons
of supplies wore'transferred from trucks and shlppod hy rail to tho front.

Inland IfTatorwavg Branch

On 15 Novonhor 1944,. the Inland i/aterways Branch vr .osiahlishbd under
tho Operations Division of tho Seine STO. Surveys of- all offloading points
in tho Paris area wore nado, and the most convenient locations for; tho various
depots wore designated*. Officers and onlistod personnel wore assigned tp thoso
points, and liaison was ostahlishcd hotwoon the depots, .the offloading in-^ -
stallations,. the Pronch, and tho hQ.i,dquartors of Inland Waterways Branch.

Until §0 Doconhor 1944, activity in Inland Waterways Branch was prac
tically at a standstill duo to tho ahnomal hoi^t of -tho water level of the
Hlvor Seine. Five hargos containing newsprint, rations, and potatoes (total
tonnage 745 tons) wore offloaded during this period at Los Muroaux (app
roximately 25 miles outside of Paris), and trucked .into tho Paris area. The
newsprint was needed for the publication of Yank Magazine, and tho potatoes
had.to he offloaded to prevent spoilage.

Dy 20 Deconher 1944, tho water Ipvol had. lowered sufficiently so that .J
normal river traffic could ho roaunod, and on 27 DeOeriber the first hargos ^
were berthed in the Paris area for offloading. Those were the hargos. "Ancro" '. j
with 91 tons of Medical supplies for IW:07 and "ttocho" with 262 tons of naps :i
for Enginner Depot 15. The minhor of hargos berthed in tho Paris area in— j
creased to 12 and,. including hargos offloaded at Los Muroaux, tho total nun-
hor of hargos and tonnage offloaded for Doconhor 1944 was as follows t



ITo* of 3argos

6

2

4

1

2

3

Tonnage

745

410

1292

91

003

743

Connoditv

ITcwsprint

Diesol Oil

POIi, Mt 100

Uod. Supplies

EngTn Maps
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Destination

Lgs l''uroau:s

0,-343

Pantin

Austorlitz

O^i, P Es, Ho\7sprint A-uTDorvilliors

. •

TOIAL 17 3584
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OISE SECIIOif

(Chapter "'/l)

Activation of Oise Section

Oise Section
I^ace 1

As an IntQmedla,tG Soctlon of Coiaiinmlcations 2oao, ^European Theater of
Oporations, Giac Soction was ostahlishod as of 0001 hours, 15 Soptonhor lO'-^r
v/ith the nission of oporating nnd naintaing Linos of Oonnunication end ' *
Oonnunications Zone installations in tho axoa oast of tho Soino Soction md 3n
roar of. Advanco Soction, and of tnJcing ovor territory ?nd installations fron
Advance Soction, a,8 tho latter novod forward "bohind the Arraios, Brigadier
Gonorod CHABLES 0. tDHHASHER was appointed Ootinnnding Gonorrd of Oiso Section^
Tho approxina,to houndarios of Oiso Soction as of 25 Octobor arc shown in
Chart 1, Chapter I,

An account of tho activitios of tho Trrnsportation Corps in Oiso Soction,
under tho Soction Transportation Office, follows in two soctions: Soction I
covors tho period 15 Soptonbpr through 30 Novonbor 19'V.-, and Section II covors
tho period 1 Boconbor through 31 Docoabor IQd-A

Soction I

(l5 Soptonbor throvurh 50 ITovonbor 1944^

Organization and Butios of Soction Trans-oorta-tion Offico

Upon activation of Oiso Section (OS), on'15 Soptonbor 19'i<l-, the Soction •
Transportation Offico (STO), roprosonting tho Transportation Corps (TO), was
oatnblishod a.s a staJpf soction of tho Oiso Soction Eoadpua.rtors with Lt! '
Oolonol RIGEiiHD BARKER as chief* Offico spr.co v;as obtained at Ro» 3, No, 3
Bis, and No. 5, Cours Matolo Franco, City of Eoins; tho buildings woro'vacatod
by tho Fronch Forces of tho Interior*

Tho porsonnol vdiich foraod tho nucleus for tho STO opora.ting staff was
obtainod fron officers and onlietod uon who had previously boon assigned to
Southern Baso Soction in tho United Kingdon. This initial group was conprisod
of 12 officers, 12 onlistod non and 7 enlisted wonon, Ono officer was also
obtainod fron Brittany Baso Soction. Tho balnnco of tho porsonnol was obtainod
fron tho 14th Traffic Regulation Group, consisting of 46 officers and 328
onlistod nonj they woro assigned to Oiso Soction on 16 Soptonbor 1944, shortly
after thoir .arrival on tho Oontinont fron tho United States*

Organization

Tho Soction Transportation Officer v/as rosponsiblo to tho Oiso Soction
Oomandlng GonoraV^^d to the Chief of Transportation, Oonnunications Zone,
European Theater of Operations, for tho technical control, regulation,
oporation of all novononts by rail, road, or inland waterways within Oiso
Soction* To acconplish thofio nissions, tho Transportation Corps troops asslgi—
od to Disc Soction Included, in addition to tho Traffic Regulation- Groups and
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Groiip Eogulatlng Stations, cortain Eallv/ay Operating Battalions, Orand Divi
sions, and Truck Battalions and Cocpanios*

A functional chant indica.ting tho organiza-tion of the Oiso Section STO
is sho-wn on tho opposite page, Chant ITo. 1. It will "bo noted that in order
to norfom its various duties, tho staff section consisted of —dninistr.ation
and Planning & Control Divisions; opora.tionaJL divisions for Motor v-ransport.
Inland Vr?.tcrwa.ys, Road laovononts, and Rail liovononts, ""vra additiona-l divi
sions wore required for liaison with units a.ssignod for opora,tional purposes
to-Second Military Railv/ays, Conrmnications Zone, and tho Pronch authorities.
All divisions v/orked directly with the field, tho regulation and control of
traffic boing axcoigjlishod prinarily through Road Traffic Officers and Ha.il—
way Traffic Officers, con:;.only known as RTO's.

. Coordination was of highest inpcrtanco within this organizr.tiona.1 arrmgo-
nent and within Oiso Section Ploadqur.rtors. This was ospocla.lly true in connoo-^
tion with the Sorvice Sections of tho Oiso Section Hordquartors, orgmiz.,d
under 0—Both at tho beginning and end of every novo, whether freight or
passenger, context had to be nade by tho Section Transportation Office v/ith
field orgcnizations or units of tho supply Services. Any failure to obtain
tho naxinun of cooporation reduced tho usage of transportation facilities
accordingly,

.^idxilnistration Divis i o n

Tho Adninistration Division perfornod the functions of S-1, S—2, and S—3
for the STO as outlined in Field I^enual 101-5 and, in addition wax responsible
for all other natters not directly pertaining to operations. The branches of
the Adj:.inistrp,tion Division included: HiscGllrnoous, Pilos, Supply, Hopro-*
ductlon. Message Center, Reports and Stafistics, Security and Training. The
idscollanoous Branch v/as charged \irith the procossing of all corrcspondonce for
the Section Transportation Office and for all other functions not specifically
included in the other branches. Since a,ll nossages paxsod through tho i*dr:iini-
stration Division, it fo3.1owod that a knov/lodgo of tho operations of each
division was ciirront in tha,t office, and a neaxuro of coordination anong divi
sions was offoctod.

As of 30 ITovonber 194'!-, the Adi.iinistra,tion Division consisted of a Ohief,
1st Lt. A. S, ROSDETSj 10 enlisted wonon, and 5 Pronch civilians, of whon tho
latter were a perraancnt Janitor dotadl for firing and cleaning*

Planning and Control Division

Tho Planning and Control Division was cstablisho.d on 4 ITovenbei' 194---.
This division conducfod surveys of field installations and rocomcnded adjust—
.lonts in policies, organiz-'tion, procoduros and nothods in situa.tions requiring
corrective action, and followed up tho oxocutioii of approved rocor-'ioncuations.

.-lol^or Transuort Division

1

Tho Motor Transport Division anrivod on 18 So-otonbor 1944, and consisted
of one officor as Chief, Capt. R. S, McLSLLiUT, TC,^ one onlistod nan, and cno
onllstod wonan. This division and its liaison wore rosuonsiblQ for tho tochnical
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nncL staff' fcontrol of nilitary rjid' civilinn-tirriisportation. After oriohtation,
tho Hotor Trajn.sport Division froh-AdVc^co Section rnd inned -
io^toly ttLororftor it "bocGXio evident that tho office should act not only for
strff control but also as an operations contor. Consequently, tho staff
iiicrcasod to throo officors and five onlistod porsohnol* "As of 30 Novonbor
19-l-'l-, ono Qiua^rtornastor Batta,lioii; ton truck coii^anios wore undor its*
Jurisdiction for sta,ff md tochnico^l'control. • ' .

Inland V7a,torways Division ^ ^

Tho Inland V/a-torv/a.ys Division, upon prrival in ^ins 18 Soptonhor 19-1-^i,
•was sot up as a. Division of tho Section transportation Office v/ith an officer
in chargo, i-'lajor BRiiIIC J. DOiiBIJIC, fO, and ono onlisted nan as a dork. Tho
nission of tho division v/as to assigt tho Pronch in tho rehabilitation of tho
canal system, to oxpoditc tho novoriont of nilitary freight, and tofostor tho
novonont of Pronch roguirononts via canal in order to roduco tho demands on
rail and truck facilities.

Road Movenonts Division . •

• Tho Road Movononts* Division .-was charged with the responsibility for the-
planning and rogula.ting of tho-Road Traffic Circulation Rot in Oiso Section
aroa, on the basis of tho Arny's raquirononts, Tho.siaff..consistod'of two
officors, eight enlisted non, and otio onlistod wonaniytHo.Ohiof of tho Divi
sion'was 1st Lt. lEOR KATliJR, TC.

Tho Operations Branch of tho Road I-iovphonts Division was tho Rodd Trpffic
Eoadquartors. Its rosponsibilitios included the regulating of convoy traffic
in the Oiso Section .area,, and .the dlssonination of infornation to all Sofvicos
concornod, .for tho-'purposo, of--arrgpiging Traffic Cpntrol,-.Class I and III
su-onlios, and bivouac sites. . '

4 •

Rail Movodonts Division ; .

Tho Rail, llovonents Division was roapohsiblo to tho-STO for control and
rogulation of. all traffic by rail vithin Oiso Section. Its mission was accom
plished in .tho fiold by RTO's. _Actual opc'rafion .of tho railroads^ v/as tho
responsibility of* Railway Opor'atlng Ba-ttalions and-Railway Grand Divisions
which woro aSsignod to tho Second Military ^ilway Sorvico*, Coj.inunications
Aono, Closo coordination l^dth RTO*s"was ossontial for tho regulation of
traffic. As tho rail.v/ay ;units, noycd for\vard.in support of tho Armies, opora-s
tions' woro turnod over to tho Pronch Military Eailii/ays*,: Soclote Ka.tionalo do
Chonin do Por Prancaise (SROP), a.s rapidly a,s possible. This Division was
divided into tv;o branches, nariply, ;Rail Proight Brrnch: and Rail Passongor
Brrnch; thoir duties, v/or.e as indicated by;t,h«3ir nanos. A^ .of 30 xlovonber
1944, the strength .of tho Division .was 7 officors, 12 onlistod men, and on©
onlisted woman, with i'lajor ITOEI^M S,.- SCHRODDPR.as "Chief.

ililitarv Railway Division

"Tho Military Railway Division was included on tho STO organisation chart
with the purpose in mind that a liaison branch would bo required with Second.
Military Railway Sorvico and Railway Operating units; howovor, tho rapidity
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with, which the Railway units relinquished territory and turned operations over
to the Prench made its establishment unnecessary.

1

Prench Liaison officers, Lt» Colonel MA.URICE POlRiERIDT, Captain CIL'»-RL^S
WiiLLTJT, and a civilian secretary were the medium throu^ which authoritative
decisions were accomplished and carried out with the SHOP. Prlrmry contact
with SHOP was made by HTO's and staff officers of the Section Transportation
Office at the railway stations, but authority and enforcement of U»S. Arny
demands was effected through the Prench Liaison staff which was granted adequate
authority in this respect.

14th Traffic Regulation Group (TC)

Backgr9nnf^

The 14th Traffic Regulation Group was activated in the United States on
15 March 1944, and upon completion of its Basic Training, was alerted for over
seas movement. The Group arrived in the United Kingdom on 22 August 1944 with
a total strength of 46 officers and 328 enlisted men and after a short marshall
ing period, moved forward for the fulfillment of its mission on the Continent,
arriving in Prance 31 August 1944. It was assigned to Olse Section upon activa
tion of the latter.

•Spgnlal Training OoTidTiftt.Pd in Oise Seftfton

While a large percentage of the personnel had transportation experience
from civilian life, particularly among the enlisted men, none had ever operat
ed In field installations of Transportation Sections In a Theater of Operations,
At the time of their assignment to Olse Section, as a result of their inexper
ience In RTO operations, an unfavorable impression was created upon the Oise
Section Transportation Corps personnel, which had already been assigned to the
STO from Southern Base Section in the United Kingdom and from the Office of the
Chief of Transportation. Consequently, a school was organized under the
direction of Lt. Colonel RICH^iRD W. BAEKiilR and Ifejor E. KIl^BiiXL, the Deputy
Section Transportation Officer, which was attended by all of the unassigned
personnel of the 14th Traffic Regulation Group as well as by the officers and
enlisted men who had already been assigned to installations still tmder the
control of Advance Section. The members in attendance were given the benefit
of the valuable experience gained by various staff officers who had actually
operated in Transportation Sections in the United Kingdom.

The school, comprising a course of instruction concerning the duties of
RTO*s and their relationship to the functioning of the Section Transx^ortation
Office, was conducted for a period of three days from 21 October through 23
October 1944. The course of instruction covered the general duties of a Rail
way or Road Traffic Officer; the characteristics of an RTO; the roquiromcnts
duties of an STO; the office duties'of an'STQj-tho rlocessary-'ddt-xcs. of anJRTO in
connection with Troop Movements, including activities prior to entraimaoht, and

•isuporvisio'h-and assistance during cntrainment and dctradninen..t5 the activities aiid
d-ocumentation. necessary in Suxoply Movements'; the duties required of an ETC ,in
firranging a Road Movement and the proper utiliaation of Motor Transport,



Oise Section
Page 5

following this course of Instruction, and after an,initial period of
orientation in actual' operation at Installationsa i^rked ii!:5)rovement
was demonstrated in the capahilities of the idth Traffic Eegulation Group
personnel• As control of the various installations of the Advance Sectio::
was assumed hy the 14th Traffic Regulation Group .personnel, the operations
at these RTO's were ahly continued in an eiiccellent manner and new installa
tions which were estahllshed were well staffed and produced creditahle
results.

gjgld ASQignjnents '

Between 22 and 24 September 1944, shortly after the Oise Section
Transportation Office was activated, sections were organized for RTO instalia-
tions and wore sent to Laon, Reims, Soissons, Yillers—Cotterets, !^ernay|
Sommesous, and St. Quentin, Prance, where similar installations of j^nce
Section were already In operation. Sections were also organized for c
Control Points for the control of Road Movements and sent to Chateau-Thierry,
Soissons, Sommesous, and Rozay, where Advance Section installations were
also ready in operation. The personnel for these sections was drawn from the
14th Traffic Regulation Group and were sent to. these points to work in conjuc-
tion with the Advance Section installations for the purpose of orienting them
selves in the procedure of operating an RTO installation and gradually t ng
over the work so that they would be in position to take complete charge of
these installations when Oise Section assumed control of the territory which
was at that time still under the jurisdictiori Of Advance Section.

On 22 October 1944, Detachment "A", 14th Traffic Regulation Group was
activated with a strength of 2,3 officers and 162 enlisted men and assigned to
Oise Section but attached, to Advance Section, Communications 2one, ETC on'
temporary duty at RTO installations. On 32 Uoveraber 1944, Detachment A
was reduced by 4 officers and'19 enlisted men. - .

Effective 27 October 1944, 14th Traffic Regulation Group was reorganized
under T/O &E 55-500T, 3 July 1944, with an authorized strength of 75 officers
and 308 enlisted men. At that date, the unit had an overstrength of 24
enlisted men who were subsequently reported surplus and transferred to the
Replacement System for reassignment. As of 30 IJovember 1944, -the officer
strength had been increased to a total of 57.

"RTO Installations

Development

To establish traffic control and regulation, RTO's (Railway and Road
Traffic Offices) were maintained at strobegic locations throughout the
Section area. RTO installations were the ears, eyes, and hands of the Section
Transportation Office, ^-nd through them intell.igence from the field was
transmitted to the STO and subsequently the necessary operations at each
point were accomplished,

Althou\5ii Advance Section was still in control of Oise Section territory
at the time that the Oise Section STO was organized, personnel was sent to the
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various existing Advance Section RTO installations and Traffic Control Points
to augment their personnel and work with then. Since the men thus assigned
had no previous experience in RTO operations, such assignments gave them an
excellent opportunity for orientation and training.

On l8 Septemher 1944 the following sections were assigned on Temporary
Duty with Advance Section installationsJ

Laon

Soissons

Sommesous

Beims

1 Officer

1 Officer

1 Officer

1 Officer

6 Enlisted Men
6 Enlisted Men
6 Enlisted Men

10 Enlisted Men

Erom this beginning, HTO*s were established until, as of 30 Hovember 1944,
a total of sixteen were, in operation at locations and of strength as shown
In the table below:

Oanbrai
Chalons ^
Chateau Thierry
Conpeigne
Spernay
Laon

Montdidier
Beims

RTO

Officers Eli mTown

0 7 Sezanne

1 8 Soissons

1 6 SommespuB

2 13 St. Quentin
1 6 Tergnier
0 8 Troy68
0 1 Valenciennes

2 19 Wassigny

Officers

1

5

1

1

1

1

2

0

5

28

10

8

10

5

7

4

Eron a few of the reports and correspondence from '.TO's in Oise Section
during this period, the following quotations are made:

BTO SBZAmTJ ERaRCE Capt. EKKEST M. OHRISTL

"The Rail Transportation Office, Sezanne, France, was opened at the RR
Station, 1200 hours, 9 October 1944 by three officers and fifteen enlisted
men. This RTO was the first to be established, which was completely a Oise
Section operation. Its first mission was to provide a WRL (Water, Rest,
Latrine) stop for troop movements and during the period from 9 October to
30 November 1944, an estimated 27,000 troops passed through this station.
Approximately 18,000 of these troops were provided with drinking water, hot
water for coffee and shaving, and latrine facilities.

TO:

"On 26 October 1944, the personnel of this station was reduced to one
officer and five enlisted men and also a new territory assignment was received.
The new territory was surveyed as quickly as possible and on 20 October 1944
a dunp of 22,000 enpty Jerry gas cans was discovered. These were ultimately
put back into circulation. The Rest Stop was improved on 14 Hovenber 1944,
adding box type latrines and electric lighting facilities

"During one month, from 24 October to 24 November 1944, 540 American
J'reight trains passed through this station,"
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RTO Gii^biBRal, PPuf.NCB - T/Sgt. Ec.rold C, Spickerman.

"The railroad station at Canicrai was rlnost cong;>letely destroyed "by
Allied "bonhing attacks. The HTO offico at Janhrai had no ceiling and only
three walls for an office which had to he set up. Through Prench oooperatioii(
an office was set up and in operation hy 30 Octoher 1944*

"The railroad yards at Camhrai were also almost con5>let©ly demolished,
including three large roundhouses where locomotives were repaired, 27ow ahout
nine tenths of all sidings have heen put into service end all facilities for^ .
maintaining their locomotives have heen put hack into service hy the Prenfih.

BTO SOISSOHS, PiiAirCB ir.t tt. G. TCs

"Since taking over HTO duties in the Soiseons District, se'Teral interest--
ing events have taken place and certain war damage noted. The noted oon —
tlons end events are hereby handed on for those concerned,

"The condition of the Soiseons railhead and terminal facilities \rere
found to he good, hut ^^fith a few exceptlone. Noted exceptions ®
destruction, "by the Germans, of the Manual Control Interlooklag
yard tracks, and the partial destruction of a Prenoh locone v
heen duxnped into a homh crater in the vicinity of the roun ouse.
in addition to some railroad depot damage.

. "Acts of sahotage were experienced in the oonnunitles
AniBy—Pinion, suh HTO depots of this unit, and inportant ra.__
heen servicing quit® a largo ammunition dunqp.
scattering ©f nails on'the main vehicle roads, result ng ^ ^ , throw
to amiminitlon truck tires which caused a loss of fvin« un wall ears
Ing additional repair burdens on truck repair eompan , y
and causing general delay,

"Other acts were the destruction of several buildings hy fire» and the
serering of lines of corununication in these local es-

"An elaborate system of underground caves
was discovered and contained considerable quantities of Germn anmnanition.
Oaves were well concroted and camouflaged,

.. ... -«4.4/sr. ^hnt • to a great extent, the PrenchIt he.e been this unit s o ^.-iQn^py-.'iiOwever, in some cases, belllfr-
oiviliMis in this section ' toe to the preliminary Allied air
eront attitudes have heen noticed, no doubt «„o,w
attacks which were necessary in order to dislo ge

-This detail is well aware of posslhle acts of sahotage and has proteote.
itself by established security' measures.

KTO WASSIGHY, France - S/Sgt. William H. Toss.

"Joy and Freedom returned to the little village of Wassipy. '̂ ance on
3 Septemher 1944 when the inhabitants were liberated at 1800 hows with the
capture of 600 Germans in the nearby woods. Used as an anmnition dump, whic
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itfas blown up with the arrival of the Anerican forces, Vfessi^y was again placed
on the strategical war map with the installation of an i'unericfui amnunition dump,

""Wassigny is a comparatively small rL'.ilhcad with an effr-cient operating
capacity of 235 cars, supplying 5 airstrips and frequent dun;"'ndB of others#
One team track plus an unused portion of a civilian team tracic provide track
age for approziinately 50 v/agcns for discharge, Proia the start of the present
RIO toanagemont on 26 Octoher until 6 iTovenber 1944, a 12-day period, 102 cars
arrived for unloading; in the next 12-day period, 493 cars were received.
Burlng the Same periods, 82 cars wore unloaded as compared with 299 cars^ In
addition to $Dme 210 trucks in convoys. Yards at Etruex and Klnnorvret were
utilized both for storage and unloading.

The having demonstrated their efficiency by sabotaging the water
tower for the ^raans, left us with the problem of obtaining water for oiar
3w tch engine, as we ucrcj loBing*3 to'5 houi^s'a^day ojy account of th© vaaohlne

ving to travel to ^asigny for water. Excellent cooperation was obtad-ned.
trom the 1^ which furnished us with a gas engine and 24-hour operation-t ujfttil
permanent repairs could be made.

If **'
n-p o ^^Ition to the usual RTO duties, we have joartlclpated in the recaptureerman offered RTO cooperation to 4 members of the 8th Air Conrnr.nd
w 0 ailed out to safety when their bomber crashed in Wasslgnyi sjid discovered

Vift HQxt door to the Le Gare with an Ingenious 2—way radio, with whichne Had been aecustomed to making nightly reports to Germny on the number of
oars in the railhead."

aTO CO^iPlEClTl, l-'xUiKOe MaJ. W14. 1, SHARP, JR., TC:

1QAA office is submitting report requested by Oapt. KLOTEEH on 00 Novemberhospital trains, rations Issued tb troop trains short of rations|p aer oed at troop canteeii,/ond^ troops detrained at this station:
•%Cre was a tetal of 44 northbound and'44 southbound hospital trains pass*-*

through this station during the period 19 November November
1944 inclusive,

' A Total of 18,711 troop trains have been serviced nt; the Oanteen since
18 Novenber 1941, plus approximately >x,800 from cenvoys anSl causals coming
through Conpiegne,

There has been a total of 2,781 rations issued to troop trains passing
this station short of rations, 19 November through 30 Nevember 1944. The
two trains which were furnished rations were Mains 1S72-B and 1332-N, Main
1872-B was furnished 133 rations, and Main 1332-N was furnished,3-,646 raFtione.

Daring the perlnd 1^ -thi'ot.ch ZO No-'ombcr 1944, vrfe received a total of'
•2,438 troops for tue irth ReplaoemGnt Depot" at this station;

«U grand total of 102,571 troops have been serviced from 26 October through
30 November 1944, The above figure indicates that there was an average of
2,849 troops serviced daily.*"
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RTO Tj;tOYSS» J'iUITCH -. CAPT VUI-Ii-^CE D, V/KIGHT; a?G:

•OfiiiB ilTO opened up in Troyes, '--iS Octo'ber 1944. At that time 15 rail
road hrideies in the territory v;ere d£j-ajGd, of which, :.it the present time,
3 have "been repaired, includinr; opening of main line from Troyea east to
Ghaumont. It is aiiticipated that rll importioit "bridges will he repaired "by
the first of the year. Daring this time, construction of temporary highway
"bridges "by U.S. Snginoors and Prench have "been gener;.'Hy completed, opening
up all main routes,

"At the time the office was opened, Prench railroads were operating 2
scheduled passenger trains each way at Troyes per week. Now there are 12 each
way per week, and when the malr. line to Paris is opened, it is anticipated
that traffic will greatly increase,

"HTO hcts located rjid arranged to ship to proper depots, 200 cars contain^' .
Ing captur«d German equipment, and has arranged to put into military service
approximately 25 empty tmk cars and 5 refrigerator cars.

"This office has handled 5 Main trains destined for Troyes area and has
assisted in several highway convoy clearances,

"This office has located and reported to G-4, Oise Section, through
channels, the existence of 2 German Ammunition Dumps containing thodsands of
tons of ammunition and 1 Prcnch Engineer Dump (used "by the Germans), containing
conslderahlo Engineering material.

"Although no large denots are in this territory, office has "been of mater
ial assistance in sux^plying information and furnishing use of our "bettor tele
phone com-iunications."

RTO luiOH, EHiiNGE ^ T/Sgt. Chester M. :4'ra2ier.

"This office was taken over "by the 14th Traffic .Regulation Group on 18
Octo'ber 1944. nt that time there vrcrc only 2 tracks in partial operation and
the yard tracks were all completely destroyed "by allied "bombing. The railroad
at that time was oxierated by the 740th Railway Operating Battalion of the MRS.
They turned the failroad back to Erench operation about 10 days after we took
over, -it that time trains were mostly operated from Cherbourg or Paris .arrive
ixie; :T.©re from Soiesons.,

"At the present time we jhave seven tracks in operation, plus two team
tracks and about fifteen storage tracks. We now are receiving trains daily
from i'i",ris via Soissons, Paris via Reims, and also from De Havre and Boauvais
via Tergnicr. The Paris trains are routed from here via either Tergnier or
Hirsoii for Liege and points North-East and the trains from Beaavals and Le Havre
via r.oims to Verdun, • '

"Limited passenger service is av;T.ilable once^daily by combination freight
and p-assonger trains for civilians to Soissons, Hlrson, Tergnler, Ohp-ppelle,
and St, Que^itin. These trains ranke one round trill!) daily. We also have two
diesol trains which mpJce one round trip daily from Paris to St. %ientin and

for Military personnel or
by the Drench prefect.

Llllo, I'osiJectivGly, These trains are run solely
civilians with, si^ecinl authorization given then b;i;
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"At the present tine, equipnent such as freight and passoni-'er cars, and
locomotives arc very limited. Trains are still deletyed in trans % from one
to seven or eight hours due to this shortage.

""Work is progrGBsing slowly on the roha'Dilitation of tho yard trp-c*>.3 and
equipment now in U8^J here f t Laon, It is expectod that within ohe no-u xuturo,
facilities here will *">e greatly improved."

ETC GHfiLOWS, PililTGja « 2d LT. JOSEPH H.

"The Oholons ETO consisting of two officers and nine vith
organized on 4 Octoher 1944, under the connand of I4o.jor -t-. H.
Lt, JOSEPH E, hODul'lj' as his asRistont. XJpon arrival in Chalon, ^ "billet was
established at 14 Alleo Paul Dounier, and the offices occupied "by the existing
Tsmrv ... JO-Tk-.^VOY"! Tnf.tAl V

-M

wBw&uj,j.oucu cit jiiieo raui juounier, anu u4.xx*-v.o j *. t
HIO were taken over 137 the now nrpanization. After a period of aporox mc, o y >
five days in which miah valuable infornation was obtained by worklnf-: in oon- ^
Junction with tho then existlnf: KBO, the present group officially assumec.
control on 9 October and Innedlatcly began tvork to inorova both office miacontrol on 9 October and Innediatcly began tvork to inorovo both oiixce inr
operational procedura, on 23 October, Major f lDf-jhlCESG r.ud trans
another assignmont and Lt. MOEUPi' assumed conmand of the unit*

"At the jBreaent time the ETO offices oxe located on the station platform
having been laoved from tho street side of the station vAiere the previous ±tiu
was located, Ti\i& was a great improvement ^s our field of vision comrn ji s a
view of the depots in the railroad yp.rds ruid enables us to keep closer super
vision, also a>x trains i^aas or either stop in close proximity to our o oq
vdiere anyone desiring our services can readily and easily gain access o »
Ihe offioo is open 34 hours a day, seven days a week, with personnel on duty
c^-t all tiffioa to cope with any problems that im''y arise at nightt

Upon arrival we found no ETO highway signs in use hut through the co^
operation of the railroad sign naint department, sit<n6 wero Innediately aao-de
end posted on oil highways leading into the city. After gront effort,
paint was procured and will be apolied on all signs in the near future to aid
visibility after nightfall.

"Since the very beginning of its existence, this office has worked in
close harmony v/ith the fronch, ad as a result, a strong mutual ^frien -s p
and understanO.ing exists. We have yet to "Dreaent the Erench with a, prohlom
pertaining to operational procedure* and not reach a s-.tiefactnry solution
within a short period af tine. We are nroud of the fact that the sane holds
true in any problem that they hove presented to us. A ^•ood example of this
cooperative spirit may be found in the manner in which the railroad h^dlod
the switching problems created by tho csttblishr-iont of a Class I and Class ^lii
depot h«ire. T'.ua office found that the railroad required t'.)0 much tine for
the spotting and sv;itching of oars; and as a result, the work of the depo'os
was Impeded, nfter a conference with the' Chef Be Care, this ETO was assigned
a switch en-r^lno to be used solely for woik in connection with the tv;o depots.
As a result of this fine cooperation, w* are able to efficiently handle the
switching requirements of these denote.

"In addition to the regular duties of an ETC, and due to the large number
of hospital trains passing thru our station with casualties from the front.
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this particular organiisation, thru the cooperation of Special Service, and
Stars and StriT»08, has ostablishcd the practice of accuimilp.tins readint::: matter
to he jfivcn to th..- Train CominondGrs for distribution to their patients, A
supply of the l4.tost issues of Yank mpgazines, daily Stars and Stripes, and
pocket sized overseas "books are kept on hand at all tiiaes for distribution#

"The voluine of traffic has increased from three trains per day at the
tine this section was organized to tv/enty four tr^iins at the present tine,
with prospects of greatly increased traffic in the near future,"

HTO SOMMEt-OUS, PKAllGE ^ 2d LT. hOBuKT IS, luiViiKTY,

"Daily incidents c^ill upon the Keilwey Traffic Officer's initiative to
meet new situations. He has received training in the technical operation of
his unit "but ho nnist rely upon himself to •erform the multifarious choros not
peculiar to his assignnont. Perhaps the ATO is judged more on his a dlity or
ina'bility to handle unusual occurrences than on the rcaitine business which
absorbs most of his time. Typical of the-kind of thinj; for which he holds
himself in readiness to help with are the following?

"A unit of 1400 men reported to i>a6s througli Soiiimeanus needed additional
ratlone due to delays onroute. On a few hours notice a ness was organized in
Conjunction with the Hallway Oi^arating Battalion on the spot and when the
troops arrived hot coffee and sandwiches were issued. An additional difficulty
arose vdie-n it was found that there wore 2000 mon on the train instead of' the
1400 announced# Different breakdown nf the rations had to be made and was
managed to the satisfaction of the i>ersonnel. The train was held up for a
total Qf 90 minutes to arrange for the messing of 2000 men#

"One morning at about 3 o*clock a trodn wreck occurred about 4 miles west
of the railroad station. Within half an hour after the accident the HTO pro^
cured an ambulance. It was found that the engine of a troop train with more ,
than fifty cars had plowed into a POL train, smshing to bits the caboosa
occupied by tro.in guards and the Frpnch conductor. They were killed in the
crash. The wreckage was removed from the mainline within 8 hours by the
Hailway Oporating Battalion and traffic asohtlnucd Vithout fumthcif ^delay. -Smo
of the POL Cars involved in the wreck could not oe moved, and the ATO made
the necessary contacts to have th3 tank cars emptied into jerricans which were
then forwarded to their original destination,

"On 15 ITovembor 1944, the railroads at Soromesous entered Phase III eper^
ation. The Hallway Operating Battalion moved out and the operation^ was taken
over by the Prenoh Railroad, The confusion in tho first few days was overcome
after both par ties, the SNOP and the RTO personnel, arrived at the ^conclusion,
that the work could be continued only through close cooperation anci- liaison#
Knowledge of Prench by some members of the RTO was of considerable help. Being
the only repx-esentatlve of the -^rny in the plo-ce included additional
responsibilities. The RTO is called upon csntinually to furnish information
to tho S"NOP and the MRS, to keep the STO advised,of the local situation and
act also as the "eye" for the ^^KS• Prench civilian and military authorltlee
look toward the RTO U. S. ^rmy unit for advice. The RTO serves as Message
Oenter and has a telephone switchboard for U. S. Army units dispersed in
adjacent territory.
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Sail ^rp-ns-nortr-.tton

When the iC'.il Movemt-nte i^ivisloii ox* tne Section Transportr-tii^n Office
was organized on 20 Septenher 194-r, Advance Section \^as still in control of
rail transportation in Oiae Section; Liaison v-'os innsedlatoly established
with._the correspono-inr Hail Li-^isicn of Advance Section and the first Hall
Movements Officgr for Oise Section was assipaed to Advance Section on
Temporary Duty for orientation in the handling of rail novenontB in this
territory, .it the same time, HTO sections were organized and sent nut to
work in conjunction with existing iidvanoe Section installations. ''•f
this was arranged so that the Section Tronsnortation Office would be in a
position to assune control of rail novoments as soon as Advance Section
moved nut of Oise Section territory, in order that there would "be no Intaiv-
ruption in rail operations* As of 38 Septenber 1944, all of the rall^vays
^ Oise Section ware operated Ijy V.S. Forces, and hy 30 Hovenher 1944,- the
^ench had assumed operation of all oxceptihg the Gnmplftgne, Tergnier,

Quentin, Oambrai, and "i/aleneiennes line.

One of the major problems existing during the time that jidvancs Section
^8 operating in Oise Section territory was the lack of proj^er Inforrno.tion

the clearance and control of rail shipments, which resulted in con^ioetion
at many of the important points. This coniition was caused oainly by the
^ack of good couuaunications "between the beaches and internedi-ate
^ Aiv^ce Section headquarters, so that in many cases information not
received at all, or arrived to® ifita to •!')e of any value. By th^ Oieo

assumed Control, cormnunications had. been materially lr."^iroveA*

S forma were prepared "by the flail Movements division of Oisesc on requesting the necessary information for the prouer regulation and
con rol of rail shipments from the originating points, so that congestion

prevented and proper clear?mc0 maintodned. This prevented unideri'-*
fieu cars from remaining in storage and classification yards for undue

per.iods of time ond effected a more efficient use of the rolling stock.

xrain v/rccks were a constant raenance tf railway operation. report
on one occurring in Aeins 16 Hnveraber 1944 .s covered in Ajjuendlx No, 1.
The transition from -xoerictm to French operation accounted for sooc" of the
acSinuTttind for aamg of ..th** accidents which bccurred, •

At the tiiac tho xiehl Movements Division of the Oise Section Transpor'-
tation Office aesumed contrcl of rail mov. ments from Advance Section,
three major cbstaoles still remained to be overcome before Main Line traffic
could b^ maintained in its territory* At Chalons, and on the Main Line
south of Chalons, bridges v;ere out and had to be reconstructed before the
line coulc bo opened for operation. On the Main Line between Fai-is and
Chalons, a tunnel had been hom";3e(^...^nd-hadyj;to. be;,r,eGonst.n^^^ , p-.
operation was.,pcdfGh^ilpns.• had' ipeni
repaired'Hovember'n?'ecohstmcti6n 6f'the "Bridge at Chalons was
completed so tlif.t the Main Line between Heims ;ind Chalons and points "beyond
could be reopened. By 28 November the tunnel on the Paris-Chalons lino was
repaired permitting traffic to be resumed on that line.
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G?ho method of hanc.lin^'^.raltl. .sbi'jnents hy .vdvanoe Section differed from'
that le.ter enrployed "by Oise Ge • i <:i 'va? c jji-tavion Office, in that .i-dve-noe
Section \«tB directly aesifoiec. to the -uraiec and arranged for the deiivery of
personnel and supplies to the ^j-rmies^ the other hand, after the Armies
had advanced ana the Disc Soctiou Iranspcroation Office assumed control of
transportation in Cioo Sect:Von territory: rail shipments assumed a "passing
through" nature, w:'th the excepting, of somr dopot shipments for delivery to
points within the Oiae S'icticn area. Regulation and control of rail movements
tAfeh ^CiC^« the micsiofi of the Oise Seo~.ion Rail Movements Division, in order
to prc-'-eht congestion and to kt cp shipments moving through the Oise Saotlon
territory to ite forward houndr.ries*

Movement of supp^.ieB hy road assumed a position of primary In^jortimcs at
a means of providing transport- tion durinjt the time that Advance Section was
in control of the territory later assigned to Oise Section. At that time,
the i'rench railwr '• s-^rstem was undergoin-. recOAetmctlOn, following the
severe homhing attccks to whicli these transportation facilities had heen
Buhjected as the Allied Armies moved across yranco to th® "borders of Selgium
and GerBMgr* Since rail lines frr m the beaches to the Armies at the front
could aoC en^jloycA to mintain a steady strewn ef persennel and supplies,
the only alternative was to make use of the class I r^ads through Prance*

On 1 Oetobor, the Passenger Branch of the Office of the Chief of
^fansportatrion inaugurated the Main i^um~ce-r system to be used in the movement
of troop trains, and the first Main .IJumbcr train (lOOl—K) passed thro\igh
this section ,uid was sei'vicad at Sezanne, Througii 30 November, the Passenger
Branch of th.o SIO office harKlled 164 Main Trains moving a total of 145,930
troops* In addition, a totfA of 307 Hoapi'ta.! Tradns were handled "by this
branclw

By 30 Uovomber 1944, rail freight tonnage: originating and passing throng
OIbo Section built up to approximately 20,000 tons daily, moviry directly
to the Ji.rmie9* A breakdovai of this tt nnage showing routes fron. Paris followeJ

Tons of Troop
-n •Ppom

Paris

Beauvais

Paris

Ps,rid

Paris

^viege Area

hisge Ai ea

Lieg'e Area

8,700

2,000

2,500

Jiuxembourg Area 3,000

j"janiy iu-ea " 4.300

Kcad Mnvei

See: Ion

Imnec-lately upon arrival in Reims on 17 September 1944, contact was made

Movement

3,000

100

500

Remarks

via! ConpiegnB'-St.
Qaentin-Valencie nnes
Charlerol.

via:same as above

Via: SolssonsALoan*-

Oharleroi

via: Reims

via: SOitmesous

M

• [••2.
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with, the Eit^iway Branch, of ^ 'oh^.: ^^til thoir dex>art—
nre, liaison was coiitinuoufiy it'-4,ln-;ai-f d, ".his y^r. i.-d, e.
record was made of aj.l •^-hs recoa;^a:i-;£ri,-.CJ vo'rh yraparsd :y t-hsix Hif,'h-wsv
Branch, Engineer Saoti-nr Inclul.'n^, th of roads aaad \.ri.ae-7.3 classi
fication. Overlays v'3*'<. m-xlo o.* t.a? mlet3 :oad net aac. ;he r^-._r sa-'pply
routes- to the -iruy aroaf. In anticlpn^ioh future ser-zi'^j. J2 -rcu-bt:s were
developed throu^iout the Oise Se'-.tion -oerrifcory and strl"") mis vrerc^ pnopared,
A supply of these strip mps wae given to each to he issued drivers
and convey coHfflanders as required.

Oueratinns

A3 in the :;.so o;; i?ail Mc-•ements, the majoi part of road convoy
traffic through Oise Section was of the "passing through" type. Traffic
moved frcia Cherhourv,, the homp^dy heachas, o.nd tho Channel Ports to the
various Arc^r areas. Other moveraentij, which were destined for this area,
were from depots and dumps.

After working in liaison with the corresponding "branch of Advance
^ ^7 a. ^ ^ *1^... » ^ l9 Am ^ ^ A ^

While working with Mvancs Section,

In accordance with the Bead Mcvemeir'-e Division SOP, all units
IJ'̂ POsing to move a road convoy "f X vehicles or more, apnlied to the

of the BTO v;ho advised t^^ 3T0, where the followiiig action was taken:

(1)

(3)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

Th® riutes were checked for conditior of roods and the bridge
classlficatlon.
Timings were checv-ei with the dally :.ap to make certain tlii^t
there was no conj;...io>, with other Lonvoye. Timings were com
puted at critical points, entry and departure at the Oise
Boundary, and at uostination.
If the convoy was to move through another section or Army
area, clearfin;e was obtained from those areas, and this
information was sent forward by telephone or teleprint.
VJhen necessary, arra:igementB were made for a bivouac site
and Jlass I and III supplies for use of convoyB enroute,
coordinating with other services, ^
When the move was cleared satisfactorily, the route of
the convoy wa.3 plotted on a daily map*
A convoy nunVr was then deslj^ated and movement instruc
tions w^re isoued to the convoy coramoiider, which included
description o-? t.he rou-te and all timings, V/henever,
possible, stri> maps were given,
--i. copy of the iiOverrent was immediately sent to the Traffic
Control Provost M'-.rshal with a request for traffic control
and I4P escor-cs! wh.;n necessary.

The tame procedure waF ueea -f^r convoys originating in other areas and
moving Into or through Oise Soction,

'm:
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During the first few weeks of operr.tions, a num'ber of -iiffinulties arose,
i^inly caused "by lack of -'.formation from th.. ir10:^ ac:-n,: a-, ncies.
This deficiency s:.E_:^ar to Maj in nonin.ction with the ham-ii:.n.r of rail
shipments and was alsc- d^c. nainly to no-'i oommunicatloa and to the l ack of
coordination hetwecn Sections rnd 3ase lections. The prohlen was overcome
oy hriajflag this -titter to the attention of the Chief of Transportation,
giving spaolfio exsunples and showing; their effecbs.

Another prohlera was the lack of uniformity in procedure and the method
ox forwardlbg Information. To solve this ptohleto 'tnequost for Road Convey
plear&aoa" Jtettd |*i*oad Moy©jt»nt Instruction I'orms" were prepared V the ilo^
-iovementa Division and sent to the Transportation Officer of all Base Sectlofto
and to th© Chief of Transportation, When, in some instances, proper inform
ation still was not coning forward, the difficulties were clarified through
telephone Conversations with these agencies. On 19 Cotoher 1944, Chief of
Transportation Hea<?.quartere, Com Z, ETOUSA, issued Circular No.. 13, Airoctlng
all Sas© ftuctiona to use the same forms and procedures initiated at Olse

I&yi-ove^asnt was noted immediately in all Inter-Base road movemeat
information, with the result that an efficient plan was evolved for

he aecredif^^iaeut of Traffic Control, hivounc areas, and Class I and HI supplies,

Xn^ the United Kingdom, most of the Soad Intelligence data was supplied
^ th® Movements Division "by the British, which included m^a showing

classification, main sup-oly routes, condition of road aot*orfc^road chsitiroetlons, and alternate routes. In Olse. Section, however, the
situation -was entirely different . It vr&s necessary to develon sources
° «i^03nB5vtion v/hich would keep bhe STO fully informed with up-to-date Road
utelli^^tn^a, To meet this reqaireraent, reouests were made to the Sectloa

\^o had set up a Highway and Bridge Section and had initiated a
®03:V9y of this area. To augment the efforts of the Engineers, a plan, was
evolved wherehy all HTO'b were alerted to the need of th© latest road and
erldge information and were required to keep the STO office advised #f amy
Changes to the roads and "bridges taking place in their area. Scad bxA trldge

forms were prepa-red for this purpose and were sent ts th©
s whenever informe.tlon was required regarding specific "bridge sr a c©*tain

stretch of road. The Provost Marshal was also very helpful in supplying road
l^ormation. In this manner the STO was a'ble to keep informed of the highway
situation, in the Olse Section, and had availahl® the means of acquiring
^dltional and Bf)eciflc informpvtion whenever required. Prom this cumlntive
information, a Road and Bridge classification map was developed, copies of
which were sent to the Chief ©f Transportation and the Transportation Wflcers
of all other Base Sectiens,

Another duty for the perfermnce of which the Koad Movements Divisiea was
responsihle, wp.s th© selection of bivouac sites for convoys enroute, >/hile
-ti^ngineers assisted in selecting several permanent "bivouac sites, the STO
depended to a great extent upon the HTO'e for* the selection of sulta'ble "bivouac
sites, an', in many inst'-nces, even where short notice of an approaching convoy
was given to the j.iTO, sites were quickly snlected "because the ETC had made
a reconnaissance of the territory, and advance arrangements were made by the

with the Quartermaster for a supply of gasoline and oil, and rations for
the troops.
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DoriiLS HovemTacr 1944, flocl \-aiGr3 rGr-cticd tha hi^-est :
Several iE^rtaat road arteries -.vr-5 c'L sel for ?- time a-.l
lately advised of alternate ror.te^ .t - Other DCC-: r..iF VKro
advised of flood conditions end oi'.e altcrn-^ta routes to "bo u^rd durin^: tnis
period. It was learned that frc^ 15 recemoer to 15 Itarch each year neavy^
frosts BOit SUbaeqneat tlia:i3 uZi.y,^^on cMae to tine, create a condition which
ra^JsiS^ the hest roads imusahle oo some extent* which would thus severely
affect the lacrljilit^ of all units located within or travellnr? through Olse
Section, It tfos reported that during": some winters this condition does
haiven, 'vthile In others it occurs three or four times P.oad Kovenonts Division
made preparatism to advise other Base Sections, units in Arm" areas, and
iiDO^ s when these conditions occurred.

Statist, irtfl"

follo\finB' is a liso oi' the numiher of vehicles recorded and cleared
throng the ilosul I'iov-3irient3 X-ivision of Oiae Section during tne perlo 15
Sej^teatar throng 30 Ho'/emher 18445

13898 to Pirst Army
34S8 to Third Array
2645 to Seventh Amy

10637 to IJinth Array
9474 to Oise Section

40093 Total Vehicles

37S Tfctal Conveys

Arrangeaents for 417,845 gallons of gasoline were niad.e with the .
^laptsraaster for refueling convoys vnioute! 86 convoys hlvouaced In Oise

selected hy the Engineers for large convoys and>y the -RTO s for smaller convoys.

tQiSrfollowing is a list of large or Divisional Road Movements I

95th

9th

lC2nd

10th

44th

26th

104th

Infantry Division
Armored Division
Infantry Divi&ion-
Armored Division
infantry Division
Infantry Division
Infantry Division

Operation and Control

eith Infantry Division
99th Infantry Division
9th Armored Division

82nd Airhorne Division
.Cist Airhorne Division
veth Infantry Division
12th Armored Division

Motor Transportation

« ?.910.
j.r ip*5—

Operation end control of motor transportation in Oise Section waa
the responsihility of the hotor transport Division of the Section
Transportation Office, leouests for motor transportation were suhmitted
to the Motor Transport Division which "soroened" them for priority moves
and arranged for the necessarv vohlcles. Records were maintained to
show the usage of each vehicle and to Indicate the adequacy of the equip
ment availahle to the division, xceports were made regularly to G*-4 on
transportation supplies in Oise Section. A Standard Operating Procedure
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was isBu^ for the handling of paoto3 trau^port within the Oise Section organ
ization, The duties of each "rorrj s-oecified in bhis SO?,

Vnit -dssignnflrt-^-.

Motor transportation -ov inrv-e-nuDt& oi* personnel and sun-Ales in Olso
Section Irfas Suppliea h/ the ^attal^on, Mohile (TC) r.nd nine Qaartor—
master Truck Con^anies^ The 14Vth Truck Company (TC), the 388th QJ'I Truck
Company (TO), end the 4052nd Qjt^ Track Company (TC) were located In the vicinity
of Keime and came under the control of the Motor Transport Office, for staff
control and operations. The remaining six QM Truck Companies performed their
'iutios at Depot 0-509, as directed "by the 476th QM Battalion, Mobile (TO),
Tlic operating truck corpanies in nelas were In use for general and priority
hauling within Ois® Section and to destinations in Advance Section territory
c'T'.d in other Base Sections, In order to supplement the number of. U.S, Army
vehicles available for h'Auling In Helms, civilian transportation was engaged.
The 55th and the 64th Base Depots, handling Class I to IT Supplies, were
given a total lift of 207 tons as of 30 ITovember 1944, Immediately after
commeiiCli^g operations, it was noted th:*.t all of the units were below standard
in techni^ca?. proflcieacy. Tour of th'-m were considered as rating Dneatiefactory
to fetisfactory. As of 30 November 1944, diligent efforts on the part
of thu ^hBOtt*ou ^©nsportation Office had brought the three units o-oeratlng In
the vioi«4IJy of Helxos almost up to standard. As an infllnation of the correetivt
meaeuras Undeajtaken to increase the efficiency of the Coiiipa»leB, •the following
is quoted from a Carrier Slip from the Section Transportation Cffico to G-4|

"!• iteformetlon has been received at this Office that the personnel la
Units mentioned above are not satisfactory, G-1, this Headquarters, has bean
contacted as to policy, and permission has been received to screen this ptrfftriBti
and assielt&nce in securing competent personnel has been promised.

"3, Ordnance Section, this Headquarters, has been contacted regarding tho
maintenance situation and every assistance is being received at this timt im
correcting the situation in Units listed above,

**3, Office of the CMef ef Transportation has been informed as tA the
situation within these Units and has been requested to assign, to Olse Sectlen,
one (l) additional TC Truck Company for the purpose of carrying out the werk
which these Units should do and are not capable of in their present conditien»

"4, Two Units within Glee Sectien are being equipped with heavy equipment.
Permission has been obtained by the Office of th® Chief ®f Transportation to
retain the vehicles which would normally be turned in by tkeee two Units long
enough to give each standard Unit, within this Section, their full equipment
as is now represented by Porms 221, It is felt timt this action will bring
these operational bankrupt Units up to a slightly better standard,

"5, Tho Cor.imanding Officer, 476th ^ Bn (Mobile) (TC) was questioned as
to action the 476tli QJ^ Bn (Mobile) (TC) is taking to correct deficiencies, fieplj
is as follows:

*Heceipt ackaov/ledged hereon of Inspection Keports pertaining to ' ,
3419th, 3991b.^, 4251st and 4255th QJi Truck Companies (TC),
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"'Hefsraaee par. J, Tjasic u-oiinr.nic iti-;. iixf.-- '-ccounf ii.r r- correctly L
aotlcn taken', note has boen rv.do ci rj.1 ir-e^LMaritlea and .^osc-eDf-ncles I
list^oa the inspection rSpoi-cs, and positive corrective act-= cn'under close f
BupervlBion Is hein^ carried on.t. The deplcrr.blo condition in vl^i"! the
ahove oompaaies arrived for asoignrient to this Hoadquorte-s nreo^udes nr
lanedxate rise to a ;5ei!el-al ha;inn of at least Sxcelleiit. vhir- '--s the fco.-l

ifcfitiencios xisted are not the onlv' ones exietine
ouirW 1 outstajidin? and do not give the corrolete urohlem re-
i^r^itblfar^h- ' Si&tntic task rdioad' it is deemed t
tSnp- taken ^ account by item the corrective action '^ a, except that it is vigorous, forceful and contin'ual. i

ooerai-iU'-'-i'^ Headquarters is vitally interested in the
or a3-is"on!^oconstructive reconmendatlons
EeadQ'iPr-era "T' sees fit to give uill be iveloomed. by this
SaotinrT tL„ I investigation and observation of the problem by the
wo\jld Officer and key staff members is recommended, and
vsrr 3k9tobS^l»°s ^ °°®P'"e"oensive picture of this situation, that was
**t«4 15 Fto situation report to Chief of Transportation,tax^ ycnir Headquarters.

*'2t 4
•»ie. and Headquarters posted on the progress heing
esdaendatiiieft ^ "being made, to loaJce certain r«—
®U«f of 'rw»r«s*^-«r*Tg consideration. In this connection the Office
•ffactw promised us a hundred percent co-operatlen lai
'̂fiCiencT rtf 4*^ changes required to tncrease the operationalpiency of ths units concerned." .

relieved. Officer, 4355th Truck Compp.ny (TC)> Jias h«en
(Mohile) (IC), a»d the Comiaanding Officer, 476th QM
It. I£SLI51 C. YOST ? ^cconmendation, a former Moter Officer, 1st. was left in the Company as Conraanding Officer*"

Inlanf^ Wate7*wavR

there was no oomn.irable inland Waterways Division arrived In Reims,
attached for liaison and -p^ •^^vance Section to which it could "be
®is« Section area Oonsp ^lormation regarding the canal system in the
EngineersB Prench'-^n+Vifiv.^ information had to "be obtained from
waterways, thrvugh reconnaissance trips along the

system was ^ates back to the Hapeleonic era \jh.en the
pLiticrrcSin.! ^ effected. Ihie to unfortunate
add tn nn fln+4 + iraprovements had boen made on the canals. To
there were ne systea^ircraLt this division was established,
ions TBiiifflrv Anov '̂.f-? m, ®°iiiition to be operated because of pr-^v-
with French authoritieB '̂i ^ canalb and consultations

j.ng ana repairing the canal neti^ork.

-J
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By the end of "Noveotier, two complete canpl systems v;ere operating
in Ois# Section; the Oise Canal from the Seine to connections with
Belgian canals and the Calais Canal; also the Aisne Canal from its junction
with the Oise to the Meuse and as far as l^lege, Belgium. V/ork was in prtgress
towards clearing the Mame canal, Sonme River 8.nd Samhre canal,

!Phe Biovoment schedule ^ provided for 12,000 tons of coal per day from the
Douai Ajpoa Tia Oise and Seine Rivers to Paris, Oise section coal reqnirementfl
were to move from the Civet area over the Meuae River, Ardennes find Aiene
canals to Reims at the rate of aoout 600 tons per day. Besides an indefinite
tonna.^e for Oise Section deiDO^s in the Reims area, 1000 tons per day were
pltinnod for movement from Rouun to Liege, Belgium, Because of the fact that
civilian us© of the canal system reduced the demand oh other methods of
transportation, the French were encouraged to employ harge shipments, so
that no Virgos would at any tine "be idle, "but used continuously for trsnsport^
ation cf either military or civilian cargo,

Ser.tion II

(l 194^1 through gl geceraher 1944)
r

E-gpanatnn nf Qtae Sectlnn territory Addttinnal PeraonT^el

Under Troop Assignment No, 31, Par 2, Hq. Oise Section, dated '
9 Becemher 1944, Detnchraent "3" of the 11th Traffic Rugulation Group
was attached to the 14th Traffic Regulation Group, The detachment consisted
•f •-•fficers and 33 enlisted men,-assigned to Oise Section, in order to
provide additional RTO personnel. Subsequently, 4 officers and 19 enlisted
men of Detachment "3" were attached to Advance Section, to augment their

•RTO personnol,"

In accordance with Change No, 1, dated 8 December 1944 and Change No« 2,
dated 10 December 1944, to Administrp-tive Order No, 2, dated 2 Decsmbsr 1944,
the Oise Section area was increased by the absorption of part of Advance
Section territory and a portion of that originally assigned to Seine Se'ction,
The approximate boundaries of Oise Section, as of 10 December 1944, are
shown in Chart 2, Chapter I. In order to be in position to furnish personnel
for the additional area thus assigned to Oise Section, movement orders were
issued transferring two additional detachnenta to Oise Section: etac en
"A", 6th Group Regulating Station,'consisting of 3 ^
men, then assigned to UK Base Section, and Detachment A , 8th a c
Regulating Group, consisting of 5 officers and 50 enlisted men, then
assigned to Brittany Base Section, Both of these detachments were attached
to the 14th Traffic Regulating Group,

New RTO's Established

On 20 December 1944 an RTO was established at Crepy-Couvron, with
Capt. RUSSBLL 3. EDWiutDS in coranand. The installation wis located at an
Air Strip (iu-70) and was composed of one officer and six enlisted men.
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An inetsiliatioii was opened at Kevigny, 23 December 1944, conBiBting
of one officer and five enlisted men* Capt» iliJfEST M, CHHISTI, TC, wr.s
plo-ced in corL^scnd#

The follovdng installations were opened 29 December 1944:

(1) CJharleville, —Capt. GEOHGS E, BSTZ, TC, In command. Personnel con--
Bleted of 931C officer and seven enlisted men.

(2) Hirson, - 1st It, lii^diTER B, CaRISOK, TO, in conmand. Personnel
consisted of one officer- and six enlisted men.

(3) St, Dizier, - 1st Lt. WILLI.-H B, ADAMS, Jr., Inf., in coraiiiand.*
Personnel consisted of one officer and six enlisted- men.

The HTO at Air Strip A-83 vas closed on 18 Deceabar and the HTO at
Sezanne was closed on 22 Decenber 1944,

Congeatieia at Ratlraod Yarda

The beginning of the month ef December brou^t on a severe probleo la
rail transportation in the form of an increasing number of loaded cars
accumolatlng at various rails centers in the Oise Section area, •congesting
rail yards and preventing a smooth flow of supplies forward to proper
destination. The following T^fX dated 30 November 1944 was received from
the Commanding General, Com Z, regarding the existanco of th'le eerloue
situation:

iPAitT QgS. PJaShlTT BaPOaTS IIIDIOaTB "Hih-T aT 6 AM ThIS MOiiNIKG TEiiui:
10996 iudi Cabs jjmmk load east op the seihs with edavy movemsiit mhoute
iAOMNOi-Mi^Y IN addition. PaRT T;VQ> THEuE Hi.S BERN a STEADILY lECHSAS-
ING AMOUNT OP LO.DED G.^S Oil HaND POK THE PAST SEVERAL D^YS.
rMT TH^. ON THE LINES 5UST PROM PAicIS THERE .vRE 4351 aiKS IK SIDINGS Oil
MOVING. OP THE POREGOING, 5O8 ARE aT VEHDUK, 165 AT CHtOiOKS, 301 AT
idiiVlQIT, 335 at SOt-msOUS, 253 *T AUDUM, 255 AT WIDEr^S, 465 AT 2AHISEY,
147 PAGNT, AND no AT TOUL.
P-iUiy S0IS30NS EiiS APPROXIMATELY 995 Oil EaND j».S OF 1800 HOUHS TESTER—
lAY WITH 10 TRAINS IN BaTIGNOLLE AND lUTlJiOT Y.diDS IVdtlS. FIVE. IN
Tail NOaTH EiiST iiRBa THERE ARE APRHOXIMATELY 4813 CARS AT SIDINGS AliiAITiNG
UNLOVING OR MOVING TiRGNIEK AND DESTINATIONS. PaltT SIX. IT IS
IMiERATIVE TEaT IMI-EDI^TE ^ND DRaSTIO ACTION 3E TiiREN TO HEDUCS MOUNTING
NUIC3iRS OP LOADED CxdiS ON IN VIE\; OF THE OPENING OF jiNTNEHP, FROM
WHICH PORT ADDED qUAiTITIES Qp SUl^PLIES C.dJ 3E MOVED PROVIDED COmiTMENTS
ARE MET. BECPEST YOU PLEASE TACE IICRTDIATE aCTION aND NOTIFY THIS HEAD-
qjLmTERS VffiAT IKPROViji'ChlNT CAN 33 EXPECTED."

At a staff conference on 9 December 1944, General THRaSHER again stressed
the seriousness of the mounting number of cars awaiting unloading, with part—
Icul'.r en^hi-^sis to those in the Reims area, iand nlaced further reBponBibility
upen each Service Chief to see that cars consigned t© his Service were prenqotly
unloaded. Delay in handling the discharge of cars at ^®i»s was attributed in
part to the clogging of available trackfige with cars of captured German
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equipment* Sach Service was consequently requested to check the Reims area
and Issue consignment orders for captured material "belonging to their Service#
Pollowlng is a copy of a memorandum sent "by AC of S» G-4, Oise Section# on
9 December ;

. . .I Oise Section

SU3J3CT1 Unloading Hail Wagons

1* At the conference this morning, 9 Dec 44, the Commanding
General pointed out the seriousness of any delay in unloading rail
wagons arrived at destination and returning the empty wagons promptly
to future use. It must be the. responsibility of each Service Chief
to carefully watch the status of cars consigned to his Service and
see to it that these wagons are promptly unloaded. There will be
many difficulties in this operation but it must be thoroughly under^
stood that the wagons must be unloaded without undue delay and when
the circumstancee are such that the Service Chief cannot cope with
hlfi situf.tion, the matter mast be promptly reported to so that
other Services and other means may be utilized to quickly clear the
situation*

The situation is most acute at the moment in the EiilMS
area ojid it has been learned today that one cause of delay In hand
ling wagons in the RDIMS area is that of the available tracking
being clogged with wagons loaded with captured German material which
has not been given a destinatation and is moved from one siding to
another, taking up valuable time of the railroad people and prevent
ing the quick shunting of consigned care to the proper unloading docks*

3, It is desired that each Service make, without delay, a.
careful check of the BSIMS area and that any wagons found containing
captured material of their Service be consigned for off-loading.

4. It is desired, further, that each Service re^x)rt to G-4
notlteber than 1800 hours 10 December, the number of such loaded
wagons belonging to their Service that are lofiated in the REIMS
area and the destiaiation for off-loading for each of' these wagons.

On 10 December 1944 the situation at Depot 0-609 and railheads at
Soissons, and intended corrective action, were reported to the Commanding 1
General| Com 2, by TiVX as followss

"SUBJECT 13 LO.'iDED WAGONS AT DEPOT 0-609 idiEERENCE YOUR T\;X E-V2584. THE
WAGON situation aT DEPOT 0-609 AS OF 1600 HOURS 9 DEO 1941 IS 754 WA.GONS
ON HidrD. THE WaGONS ON HAND BROKEN DOW INTO FOLLOWING C.--TSGORIES: CARS
IN PLAGE FOR OFELOADING 167 EXPECTED OGMi^LETION 3Y 2400 HOUnS 10 DEC 1944;
GAPS JlbLEti-SED TO KTO PGR PLjIcBIGINT FOR OFFLOADING 30, EXPECTED TO BE IN OFF
LOADING POSITION BY 1200 i-OURS 10 DEC 1944; CiUlS CARRIED AS STOCK ON .WHEELS
162, TO BE MOVED AS DEMilNDBD BY .JiMIES: aUiS RESEKTED FOR PENDING ISSUES
211, OARS OF THIS FIGURE BEING RELEASED TO EIRST aRMY ONCURlnENT DEiMDS TO BE
MOVES Ib'RCEDlATELY: GjlRS ON HAi'JD NOT SCREENED FOR UNLOADING OR HSCOKSIGNMENT
184, ARE CURRENTLY BEING PROCESSED, THE 167 Ga '̂B IN POSITION FOR OFFLOADING
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AiiS LOGiiTSD FOLLOWS: SOISSONS 16, KAHGIVaL 110, PIITON 41, THB _WAGONS
AWri.TI15G SCP^AKING LOa.Ti^XJ AS POLLOWS; SOISSONS 81, CKOtJY 41, ST CK^IIST^ '
OPEIfi 62, TOTiiL 184, THL TOTAL CAHS IN Kji.ILH3--iDS; SOISSONS 338, 3P.0K3N DOVvlT
INTO 81 UlilPPOGSSSSB, 16 BEHNG UNLOiiDSD, 30 PliLEiiSSI) NOT YST PL.-.a3D FOH UNIiOAJX,
ING OTKER lAlLHEaDS aND 2ii PUNDING POlV/illDING TO PIKST jiilMY: M-iHGIVAIi HO
^ AGADX POl mO^ING: pnTON 90 , 49 STOCK ON ',VK3iIL6, 41 HP^-iDY POH UNIOAD-
IHG: -3L3NY 43 ALlSTOCK ON wmiLS; GKOUY 77, 36 STOCK ON \/KriALS 41 UN«
p:-iOCESb2ffl; ST GHR-ISTOPHai 62 ALL UNPKOCESSIID, SDi^T 0-509 .ilTTHOKISilD VOOO,
com: Z PLa OHia? OP TiUNSPOAT/LTlON TO C-JIkY 700 KAG0N3 i'OH PSCONBtOm^,DirtP
iJJD STUCK ON HTNSLLS P02i PEHIOD OP 72 HOUKS OUi^itMT PIOU^OO ^73
TAJIKS ..AE staled IN OP 0^609 \rHICK .uCE UTOSA OGITTaOL CP OISH
-iWaITIHG mnmaH into A..ILHilAI)S OP DEPOT 0-609. CUHi.E17T LLlGONS TO 3S UNlO^uJED
OA UNPxiOCDSSDl' V/ILL BD IN 4S HOUAS. (SIGNED TKAiiSHEi.) •"

CapaGit.y of Afilms Yards

Congestion in the lleins A^^ll\;ay Yards vas caused "by an incoraing toniiag#
in excess of the working cai^acity of the Aoims yards. The following Is
quoted froa a Carrier Slip sent to 0^1 through lay the Section Transporta*^
tlon Officer, on 16 Decomher 1944, setting forth the reaeons for the congeo—
tion and necessary corrective action?

"!• The present congestion of the Aeiras Aailway Yards, plus ten (lO) trains
being held outside the Reims area, is due to the totsCL inconing tonnage
exceeding the working capp.city of the Reims yards,

"2, The railway layout of Reims is not suitable for a General Depot and In
the opinion of the Chef de-Gere and other SNCF officials, the total working
ca^clty of Reims, including the sidings and the marshalling yards, Is
^50 cars,

Mt, II ^emonetratod during the last two days, the working
, , ® yards has "beon approximately 200 cars. Consideringthe ^joruy of these oars have contained claee H aupplies, it indxc-^.tes
P; roximately 3000 tons of supplies a day.

1'̂ ' Pigeon yards for davlifjht operations .and provided thatthe Moto. Transport Service, OCCT, Oom Z, DTOUSA, can provide throe (3)
^dition^ Truck Comxmnies. it should be possible to work an additional
iUU to 150 cars a day, indicating an additional 1000 to 1500 tons a day,

0Jier Services using Reims and with other classes of supplies
being handled to -rn approximate total of 500 tons a d^y, this shows a
total tonnage in and out of ap roximtcly 4000 tons a day, which roust be
considerud the maximum capacity,of R'̂ ims Railv/ay yards.,

6, In ViOW of the cie-^e 11 \\\ and ovt tonnages a.s indicated by the
OOq^ of 7200 tons a dry for Bsccmbcr. 7100 tons a day in January,
and 6700 tons •- dr^y in .Pibruary, it ic reauested that the ca,pacii5'
of the Aejms y.-rds be brought to the attention of the Chief of '^uarbeiv-
master for ueoossary corrective actior.
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"?♦ Oondusir'n: It la the opinion of the STO and will "be so reported to
the GOT that the raaxiinum 3n out total tonnage for Reims Railway yoxds
is 4000 tons a di-y, with a possildo additional 1000 tons a day to ho
delivered "by inl;uid waterwayt-. again proviiod the 10 c£in supply motor
transportation from the quayside to storage,"

CprFftctj.vo Under take.n to K.-^iieve Cnngeattan at Railroad Yarda

(1) The RTO at Solesons, \dio was already alerted to the situation,
inmediatoly took steps to aoconplish clearonoe of yards and
railheads within the time specified and successfully accomplished
their taission.

(2) .*i.t the same time, 150 empty cars vora sent from Reimi yard to
Soissons to facilitate los-dinB smd moving of priority tonnage.

(3) On 13 Decesibor 194-i: the following congratulatory teleprlnt was
sent to the Comtianding General, Oise Section, in view of the
cloesjrance of congestion in the Soissone area:

"PIGUiiES OBT.JliiiD SjCGOFi) KILITjUvT RdlLtfjiT SiiRVlCliJ JHtlT
01' A TOT,^ 05 S61 LORDSii VaGOITS 'sx^CUxW Ao OP 1800 HOURS 11

. DIlCLk3SH A.T 50ISSONS OITLY 91 ARS iiH^ORTHD FwR OVUR' 48 HOURS
557 KBim'EUD ON HiKD SOISSONS OVPlk 24 HOURS (SIGWSD LES)
THIS IITDiaLTlilS a VliHY SaTISP-CTGaY INGREASS Ih TH3 HaTS OP CAR
UNLOA:oINGS i\ND EECONSIGNl^TS. MILlT.u.Y RAILWAY SlilfiVICS IS
SixTISPIED TliAT THaiiE IS NO CONGESTION IN THE SOISSONS AREii.
THIS HEADl^AATEitS CONGiUi,TUIuiTES YOU ON PROGcRBSS M-^DE."

Raima

(1) The Bethany Marshalling Yards in Reims Still carried the
effects of "boJj'blng as there were no water points or electric
lights in operation at the yards. Gone4dcrahle delay was
consequently "being experienced and the. switching of traffic was
delayed. Although it was anticipp-ted that the Prenoh authorities

% would themselves mak® the necessary repairs in due time, in order
tc assist clearance of the Reins congestion, Engineevs were re--
quested to g;lve due consideration to the furnishing of th© nee**
essary su'OTolies for the restoration of the Bethany Marshalling
Yards, and agreed to render all assistanc; possible!

' . (2) In order to increase Unloading facilities for the 55th Depot,
the Section Transportation Office recommended that the yards at

L : ^-re d-i Tir aux Pigeons bu opened. Approvpa was graiited on
11 December 1944, and it was determined that 3 tracks could be

i utilised providing space for acout 80 additional cars* The new
[ facilitios wore only to bo used when previous existing facilities
\ were overtaxed.
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(3) To c iixry -mt further plans and to assist in relievin.:r c.-np-eetion in
the itor.ns yards^ the r'xeevitive Officer of Sect:lr,n '^^^p.nsp^rpj_on
Office uet with ^ho ilTOa,.id Tncf Garo it the Pi-./oon Y=\rde / A-^reo—

'• Bent w^.8 feaeh-jd and w£.s avail.lo^.e to cr^t.nize
night oraw in the 3etA.n/'•?i';;'eon Yo.rd8, One'5'rench yardnagtat- ond
one U»S« Army officer '̂•ibh tia-ee enlisted nen were assigned to
comiaence iiforic at 1800 ?"ouls SC i^eeomhor ?.94-ib

(4) Ameeting was held at th-j Section Transportation Office 18
BQcem"ber 1944, with the fallowing attending: Section Transporta
tion Officer, ^Ixccutive Officer- ^4:'ench Liaieon, Ohef de Gure—
Aeims, Chef :l'5i:s:j->loitav.i jn, Ch-'l ons iOistrict. The purpose of
the Beating was to develop a prccodixre for :..nnedi:-.te dispa-Jch
of empty cars from the H xBs area, in order to avoid cong^estlon
in the marshallin.:: yards. In addition, I'rinCiple Enr.ineor^

itoims, was consulted as to the poaslhlllty of construct
ing a cross—over in the Bethany yards in order to cstahlish. o,
h®w entrance to the Pigeon Ya.rds which would not interfere with
Qvitching over the "Eump" serving the Bethany Yards, Chief
Engineer, Chef do Gare, and Bxecutiva Officer surveyed the spot
aavd agreed this construction would expedite switching and in—
Craase the loading and unloading capacity of the Eeins yards.

(5) With the openin.; of the ChatoaM—Thierry—Sporna-y Lines for military
traffic, the tht'ougli-tonnage for the Third ji-rny, which formerly
routed via l-jims, was suhsequently routed through Lpernnj'-,
opening of the new route was another aid for the relief of con
gestion in the Aeins rj-cit.

PlSft frOYliffTpnnl station
n it

While terminal facilities at Heins were not Intended for classiflca—
innunorahle trains arrived v/ith mixed contents, neecssit—^ eg c assification of carloads "before dispatching them to destinjation,

e need for classification aggravated the congestion in thu Helms yards,
n or alXevij.te the situation, and in view of the additional torri—

° Oise Sectioji and i-.n ever increesirg tonnage passing throughse oectlon^ the 3-iCt\on Transportsticn Office decided to cet-ihlish a
oual Pegulaticn L'tation at Chalons, France, Accordingly, a.j,-li-.

;n for activatir-n c-f a Provisional lio^ulati '̂n Sta'-ion ivas bubuifoad,
^n^ n^the meantime, a'ganization '-f the installation was "bugomi. The

t Station vas placed under the coixms.nd of Major
^ a uni- stre?-gtli of 7 officers £ujd 23 em'ils'Ged
ueiA . ihe oTO then r ara-ssted tliat alx traffic destined for Keims,
originating la iJormend^-j Brittany, Char.nel Base Sections, and Seine
vecr.ion Ds routed ••hrorgh thr. Prcvlpioral HeguLation Station at Ch;i.l )ns

Me.liiBBlx. aaifiiiouif,
#

Larg-j quanoi'GitE ,;f aJr pupply Siiipmtncs vere sent reg-;'.lanly from the
United Kingdom to cont:.nei.t.V. air fields, "but numerous shipj-iaents fo.iled to
arrive at the designated airfiel.ds, The Section Transportati fn Office
requirod its PTO's at Co.nhrai, Oompiegne, Bpernay, St,^entin, So'imeaous,
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Reins, and Tergnier to make weekly visits fr, =4- ^
cargo flGlds within the boundaries of th- K?0 1 than authorized
whether any air Bhi;jnents were de-nositi fv, order to deternine
•ctTO's were roauired to report the foil f^T any reasons, Hespective
arrivals: •" ^ follo^d.nfc informtion each week on such

a, ^ir. Strip
"b. Uate of -vrriml
c. description of Supnlies
d. Type and serial number of plane involved

'̂ n ti,ken by Air Porce Sto-tion to move property
to proper destination, i - J'

Pail Transnortation

th„ 3rnnch, requests were rooeivod in increasing numbers from
^et,rd^u^tb^ Transportation and from advance Section for information-
trs + fv, ^ f ' freifiit trains and miscellaneous cars. In order
set u-n at sii-ito^l' information, oar and train, checking points were
Helnnc fo ^ ®locations in Oise Section, selected as follows: .Tergnier,
all v-i-ii onmosous, and Chateau-Thierry, Jor the purpose of recording
the -% 1 M ^ a these points, special STO Form No. 19 was devised •by-
meet the d 0" 7December 1944, this form was revised loo gro ing demand for informtition from outside tracing agencies.

the ^ SttJide.rd Operating Procedure was developed for guidance in gatheringnecesso.ry information to be "advised forward" "when oars wfere set out. in
"bad. order. Agreement was reached with the Advance

"ho ^ j f^nch that all informatinn relating to bad order oars wouldcalled forward to them when the c r was pulled, after having been repaired
or transhipped. . - i o r

hany cars arrived at depots and KTO installations without previous advice
military installatinns outside Oise Section. Ineffort to correct this situation, STO S'orni No, 23 was specially developed,

itTu i'orn covered a 24-hour period and was completed by theoonoerned. One copy was sent through the STO.to the Freight Branch. OCOT.
for corrective action. •

t n -i^reight Branch developed a form to be filled out upon receipt of amessage. It was so'"devised that a complete log on various subjects
ou c 0 ntained separately in file for ready reference. The forms gavo
©ay access to the available information without reference to a oumborsome

log book, .

The improper loading of Engineer supplies during the first week in
ecember resulted in the wreck of a west-bound Hospital Train Ho, 58 destined

iq/Ld. wreck occurred at Varennes-Jaulgcnne at 2250 hrdrs VDecember<t , and was caused by landing roats falling' onto the .west-bound right-of*"
way romcars on an, east-bound freight train. Patients in the hospital train

Helieff-Kospital Tnin Ho. 27. dispatched from Paris at
ours, 8 December 1944, Ho American personnel were killed or injured.
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"but one iB'rencii mechanic was killed and one Jrench Arenan was injured. On
9 December 1944, the I-iain line was reopened. As a preventive neasure a^^alnsb
future wrecks caused by improper loading; of railroad cars, a directive was
Issued by the Commanding General., Oise Section, to all units under his
coEaraand, to insure proper lo/idinfV and inspection of all r-ollroad cars, ileports
c-n the wreck by the cpmniandcr of the ITational Cendarmerio at Chateau^Thiorry
and by the Section !I?ransportatdon'offleer who visited the scene of the
accident, as well as a lof," from Gw4, are given in Appendix Nos, 2, 3 and 4
this Chapter^ • .

1

During December, difficulties were encountered in rc.Tieving train
duarde at the r:'.ilway division noints and" returning then to their station,
% the middle of December, the Oise Sectir;n Provost Marshal had over 30O
train guards on duty from Oise Section, either .on moving tro.ins or acting
as static guards on trains tied up in yards or sidings. Consequently, the
supply of train guards was entirely depleted. Ar.ther than delay trains

guards were availablethe /niards from the originating Base Sections
continued to operate on the trains to ^^dvance Section terminal points. As
? of this action, the sup'oly of train rriiands from the Channel Baseection also dropped to almost entire dei/leticn. The Section Transportation

V® the Chief of Transportation that -solid trains of ^^ir Corpsmbs were arriving in Oise Section with train guards. Since guards were
required for Air Corps 1)013135,11 was suggested that thisvnste of personnel

pointed out-to Channel Base Section. All aTO's in Oise Section were
lerted to the depletion of train guards and did everything possible to insure

tVio cf guards promptly, even to the extent of securing space for^ n streamline auto-cars.

Armi.!' largely.increased Com Z" program of forwarding supplies to the
Iv tr linmediate need for acUitionaX rolling stock developed.. Consequent-
a 2, iiTOUSA, requested that each Section Commander conduct
of within their respective Sections to determine the nwher
was operation in direct support of the supply program.
Section rll '̂ Section Transportation Office through t ® Dflr-nrnhnr
to oise Section was accordingly directed on 19 Becomber,
hl-'hp-r* ^4./^ physical Inventory In cnmi^llance with this request roni

n "^®yity„ ^ch iiTO \^b required to show specifically*
Initial,- number, type and location of all cars not presently

u, operated,^ . Condition of cars, either operative ^or repairable.
• escription as to extent of repairs and material required,

d. ^rack-repairs or construction necessary to connect isolated care
to--Main line, • . . • '

©• ji. map showing location of available care and areas In which repair
of tracks-will-be needed to connect with main linee*"

I)

report on the above was submitted to Headquarters, Com Z,
AiUUbA^ on 26 December 1944,

Bail freight tonnage, orir^inatlng-and'passing through Oise Seation
during December averaged approximately 21,000 tons, moving directly to
the Jirmlep in the Liege, Luxembourg, and Nancy Areas,
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The nisi, ion )f the rPvSseU;"cr Branch v.b to control n-nd coorciinfto all
movements oi porscnnel by rail origin?.tin^;, terninatnij^} 'i pasrin-^ through.
Oise Section# All personnel n^ves of nore than forty were assi;pacd a
Main liuinbcr, "but if noro than ono unit was on one train ftoin^ to the same
destination, the entire moven ::nt was f^iven one numher which applied to
all units on the tJrain until it reached its destination. In case two
onits ste.rtod their movement together, "but at some intermediate point| they
wore separated and sent to two different destination, they reta-ined the
sane Main IJumher until they reached the internediate point at which they
parted for the movement to thoir respective destinations, A new and separate
Main ITumber was tht^n a-saigned for the novenent of each unit from the
intermediate point.

liain ITumhere ran consecutively, and were assigned "by the Passenger
Branch, liovv-raents division, Office of the Chief of Transportation. The letter
which waft added to the ifcin Ifuuber as a suffix denoted the Base Section or
Section, in which the movement originated. These letters were as follov/s;

A-,—iidvance Section Ii—Loire Section
B"-—Brittany Base Section . H—IJormandy Base Section
G—Channel Base Section 0»—Oise Section .

S—Seine Section

In order to facilitate the handling of the movement of Main Numbers into,
or through Oise Section, STO Jorm No, 27 was devised, (See Appendix No# 5)#
As of the end of Decerahor 1944 the procedure for using this form was
as follows#"

Immediately upon receipt of inforination, either "by telephone or tele-
print, on a Main. Uumher, the form was filled out as completely as possible.
If the authority was a tcleprint, the reference number and Headquarters were
entered undor BEFihtBNCho and the teleprlnt was attached to the back of the

If t-ie "authority was p. telephone call, the information* was entered
u ic-.er PtoTBTjlNG- G-I'VliN FhnwV.v time, date, name of caller, c^illor s unit, and
in-^tlals of th.^ i^erson recoiving the call. When the route of the
Number w.-.b available, the PASSING ST.^TIONS were entered in coj.umn ^
and ".'/atar, Aestj Latrine (WHL) or Heat, Latrine (^) halts were entered in
coluiTLUs -.L) t.ncl (m) v/hen applicable. Immediately, each Oise Sectioii
lasteo. in colui-rni (G) was notified and notation was m^de in column hea o
itTO jI0Ti-yIE7J. yiving name of HTO to whom information waa given, time, date,
and ."•n.itiels .of tho person calling. If, for column ^.0)^ the bre^down
ol strength-was not available, the total strength was entered under
mlM' If ir. oclumns (s). (n), (H), (d). (k), (o). "md (P). the exact time
anc:. da,to could nob be given, the approximate tim - vas entered and when the
exrTt tiufci V. ^s a,vailable, it was entered and the apTfiroximate

d-jTH-iately upon receipt of the exact figuJ'SS for \^) oxi - |
cr (h), (J), and (K) / or (O) and (?), this information was telL-phoned to the
HTCt's cor.o.;rr.Bd in Oise Hsction and tel phoned and jonfdrmod by te epr n.
tu Iho f .li(iVa.ng add:es>jf ? 2

.UJinVO
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(1) 13estinatlor>. Base Section (Action)
(2) Passenger rBranch., Movementr Division, OCOT, Com Z, SS*?, (Ixif*''
(3) Origj.n Base Section (Xnf3^ r
(4) Passing Base Sections Vinfc)

Movomonts originating in Cipe Section were entered on iTorm 27
the reijaest was aiade, omitting tlie Main Nmnher which '.«is soon
as it was obtalnGd from 00jT, It was the responsibility of the to
obtain the equiplnent requirt;! for a peraonnal movement, from either tho
Military Bailwfiy Service or from the Prenoli fifi-ilways. As soon ne the
exact time of departure and the route were available, the notified th©
S1?0, v/ho in frrn notified all concerned. All subsequent telephone calls
and teleur?,rLt3 wore entered on the fcrni in the appropriate plc'CSf giving
all the necessary inforoftion, an5 in the case of teleprlnts, they were
attached to the back of tlio form. Hospital Ajabulance Trains wore
also recorded on Porm Hoff H?, and the word vas deleted from Col '̂aa
vi-v and the Vord HA'T eubetituted. Miscellaneous moves for whicn no Main

assigned v/ere also recorded on Porm Ho, 27 with the notationBOKE in column (A).

By coE^lying with the above, Form Bo. 27 carried all the information
available on any particular Main Bumner. It was further required
^ s Bads concerning each movement be entered thereon. All curren ±
^ters were separated into Base Sections of origin, and remained on the

©sk until the move was con5>leted; when this was accomplished,
* with the explicable teleprinter wore stapled together and ^

general file in numerical'order with >r.t regard to letters designat ng
®Sections of origin, This file constituted the coinp3.9"te ,©c Main Bumber for ready reference. Before the teleprints wcr® ©

the foilovTing information was entered in the Teleprint Index:

Telsprint Bi^mber
Heedc'r'nrtorc. of orig.'u
I^rin ? cmc^rnoc.

5 g on BU-o.ievos cither than txioao covered r.tcve
^...terei in th - "7 ;nevpa ^j'elnplione log giving ?vll the detan-ls*

"-'̂ • '̂̂ £'4':-a_'dxtA-:.n fy-)d Section

;-.a:cI.y "^ec^jmbor-1944, research was continued by the Engineers
c-n •••••-• r.-K i n-F road movements

rca^r r- c shov.'.vi to res^tricted to;

'f '3 tons per vehicle,
^V5bicl33 of 60 yards.

,0) f"* vo.,.. "Its • ••v:r 10 m.lles per houc-
'.4; v'-ldcics ether than tracked.
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On 15 DoceniDe.' letter wan ^-.rw'-rded to all Section Transportation
Officers ar n o /c»;t*ors and Ba; «- Seji-r.our throu^out the Goimn»inica.oions Zone,
for the at"c,n*'-i . 0:." t> 0 Highway Branch, e^^jlaining procedures and alternate
routes to "be t.i hon during thaw yeriods. This letter is quoted in part as
follows;

*'3» In order t ; ai'.- -r'Tlate the Ir-Owl "oraffic prohlcm which will develop durins
a thaw period, o'- z ic,.',.'owing ror-oamondi-.tions are. ?Qade \fith regard to proposed
convoys initlatac in -v.l other Brso OecticnSt,

'•Do T-iis officv will he in close lialeon with the 8ecti..r. Sngironr, who will
he in hcs-.tl'r. uC ^iv3 information of a threaGened "ohaw; this ".'i.Ll usually
V', -V: T).;;'. ^1, advoiic-.-jA

• l-nue liaooly upon ;-"6ceipt of the alert infornation, you.^* office will "be
aovlsi-1 "by te'.eo'j.on.; a\d confirmed ly In the evert that uolophon© -
cummiu-lcatlon fails directly with yc.-zr cfiice, the infOrmptinn will he called
into OGOT, Highway 3rri?ich to "bo relayed,

•: ^6* It Is requested t5mt, upon receipt of this alert, all convoys w£.ifth are
heing arranged "bo routoci over the alternehe routes, as graphicvvlly shown on
the attached map via rout^js Korih ar.d South of the
affected arGas>^'e^^alternate routes ar '̂.^or convoys f.om

A,

B,

0.

B.

S ji £ 1> f • P"* t.rontin, Tonnsrr© 11—65 Chatillon, Chaumont,

so

c:u.c>c;.s« —ucvwiOn,

Amiene h^29 iilhert, Ba-ppjum , .'̂ amhrai, Valencieniies lT-29 an^ 1^2 Mons*
Amiens H '̂-SSe St^.<^J'.antln 13W50 la Capello N-39 Hirsan h'-39,
Chr.rleville, ?..Gz:li::rcs IT--6'• :;oirr- 381 I-onguyon.
Bi-eteuil H-DC r.rytj, Hrn, 3t.C^\entin, tlienco as in route 3,
Beauvals K-^1 0ciapi3gne", SoIsbcus, left on ^-2 Laon, Vervins
xT—363 Hirson thence as in route B, .

Por convoys from the direction North of Paries
E. Senlls IT-'l? Roye, Peronne, Camhrai thence as route A.
P, Bar^rrr.vtiii N—? foissons thence as routes B shd B
Pci* convoys frorx tie direction South of Paris*

. '.n «ad tralfic •re-^um.-: normal routos, all Sections will he advised
h" c'1 s--ylion.o nud ".cn::^rming -ileprint.

, 1- • iTur'fvc a' r couvcyB alr3 vdy enroute when the alort^informtion
13 an-^ised fcrvard, hlP traffic poets will he estahlished at strategic^ly
1. '..h-.ons outside the perimeter of the "thaw area", who will

"• : f/ij '• from those areas.

"Por the Section Transportation Officer:

LEOH KATPR

1st lit* T-C.
Road Mv'ts Div.''

M
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In order to provide permar.en'; "iJivo-Jiac aroas for large con.vo-'-e pasjlng
tlirou^di OlBo,Seoti n/rn^n.-cr' e retueiued to deeioir.to 3u5t;.>l,. s^-^ae
for-this purpoae. On 4 December di-d-r. oix fcllo vxng deBignf oec. a-^ta& wt^ro
eatablislxQd, as permanent bivouac areas witii Vuffe*.* Polices#

Area #1 In the vicinitr of Berg^rofl
Area ^-3 In the vicinit;/ of Soissono
Area ^3 In the viciui'iy ^f Sb.'^ciio-n
Area H In the vicinity of Cambraio

^ 2heBe sites were surveyed and posted V the Section Provost Ifereh^ andon IV ..)eo3L:-39r 1944 the respective ETO'e were notified of ^ory
_e^v^s;-ed to faisUiarize themselves with the bivouac site Till an

- - aeei^teaas Bivmiao Area #5.

inoi ^ihonai territory abeorhed by Glso Section on 10 Docemter 1944
^ operated by Advance Section. Hoad ^Section Transportation Office accepted the four sites an

tha folloving dedignationsJ

Area #6 In the vicinity of laimont
Area #7 In the vicinity of IHimay

_Area #6 In the vicinity of Tarzy
• Area #9 In the vicinity of Touzlers

^6 Ssdticn Wovost Marshal was requested to post the necesssxy signs at each

^d'bv"hrSeotSn S^eportatlSn^Sice,^®^cir^,;®-f^er 19M ?rom -Bed Horse- st^i^
^rs; Section, to Advance Section Begulating

I,^nd Einth Armies. The designated ^"^^es throng Olse potionre c.iocked and £®Droved bv the Rood Movemente Divieion and the plan was
one Tioh should greatly facilitate the movement

these ^its by their own organic equipment.- Overl y••^o.tos v/ero prepared for distribution tos

A

Prcvoat !4arshal, for traffic control.
Sngineers, for priority of road maintenance and construction
of road signs.

-r Ordnance, for'vehicle maintenance.

lirafflc circulation plan was prepared and submitted to the Pa ovost
J-f by Road Movements Division. It included establishment of MP

x'osts at key intersdctiona outside the city of Reims, and a system
of bywpaases. The plan was approved and placed in effect by the Provost
M'̂ .re.'oal . who had, in addition to regularly assigned MP Conrpanies, approxi"-

30 m-^torcyclists for use mainly in traffic control and convoy
a>5i ort4»
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cor.TOT- n-rrWl^ and other *'^riticC .Juno-oixtP Weror.
"based, on ad.*7an'3'- it^j-'orimtivT. TruT. 'M"?: oiiginatirg 3 !,&e j^^ctao.:^ or -^cir-y Aree-;
this includae. jhe timo of d .v v'>.tr.. -C: o-.i the iP, t-hti r.-utOi ar.d rate of
march* S'rom t.^iis informatlcr c*r?.t.'.cal tiF.ings v/ere comnuted and cher.lced
with sotlfitlng inforjnationi in order to avoid conf^stlon on heaviiy travelled
roads &ud» oonflxcbs with other However- obtaining full advantage of
the Byetciu depended', upon tiie renvoy ,;cT"nejiier' ^ -.vbility to daintaln the
sfihodtilo prascfl'bcd foi* his co:.vVoy, V^^tn c<^nvoy''" '.. jie delayed, the Section
or Bas^ of origin whs request^ l to Invoethg-v-te and institute the
corroctlye aeaevtrea as needed. Tiiis cid not solve the problem coi^pletely,
as other considerotions contributed tc the lack of efficient cdorAination,
so- d. 'IS, loiv- viistajici^ c nv-oyg, sudden changes in the tactical situation

ccni^nication facilities for promptly of such chonges were
^i.ijiited, vehiclo br®al^dv.-n niroute, pXi-d insufficient traffic control AA the

!Jo aid in remeAying the limitatiGas folntod out above, *Jrafflo ^efets
were ®sta%lished in Helms at critical points on the principal reutas throu^
the Qity. At these ^raffle Posts oonvoya wore directed bo their destlaatlone
In Eoiiaa or, if passing through the city, they were directed to a systam of
hy-^aasQe. Signs were also posted. Jot long convnys, M? escorts wero
suppllad*

Pallowing is a list of the number of vehicles recorded and cleared
throuj^ the Bead Moveaents.division during December 19445

lot

dv Base Section
X^t AHMT
ard ABKT
7th AilKf
9ih AEW
01 B3 Section

vri 5s!"V

It-HP Ohannfll.
To^ 1st A

3rd

7th APlff
9 th

Oise Section

iVom 3:elrLft Base Section

Tor. lot
S-r-

9th ARMY
0:'.s3 Section

T.. • "1--', t- ARMf

3rd AElf^

9th i'BKY
Disc Section

I.u'.vr'..liOij:g^eation
['o% OisQ Section

14 convoys
S5 convoys

8 convoys
40 conveys
/'td convoys

o8 convoys
36 convoys
16 «'onvoy3
76 convoys
64 convoys

5 convoys
8 convoys
9 convoys

11 convoys

6 convoys
7 convoys
4 convoys

14 convoys

4 convoys

461 vehiclsB
1100 vehicles

116 vehicles
1809 vehicles
3014 vehicles

3733 vehicles

3650 vehicles

681 vehicles

5183 vehicles

S659 vehicles

167 vehicles
413 vehicles

303 vehicles

498 vehicles

143 vehicles
125 vehicles

116 vehicles
666 vehicles

68 vehicles

• •
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Fi-nm Oiaa Section

^o: AHI^T .-
3rd ARI^r
9-Gb.

Otherg .

-• j

'V* ci^-'^oyv

.n r-;—o^•'̂
' C -t

Trr.--.yp

AC7T -•* ?•*!
^4-. •->'. •'

Z-i-J Vo^i./

TCEiiLS

££;.a"-?iv;'X gy Zi'xc^pr.i

ir- ccr
c

• X' 3,1 --.79 ,
•• -. r.Toyo ^

13^. coiToys
12V oon-yoya

e:;^l r'-.•..<13L ^c 7ir: -;
r^-V' ;o 7}-.j—^ J-'-v'

7 .*> '--•^h.'-ol• f" •;• 1.-^. •ir.'.".- ''- V,

^7'o<.- vehxcler -r 5xn.y-
c905 -/ehiclejt to Oisa

jijil

523 c rr.YT^g bz-C'!:^' Th'yl?*- „0!I10^

Arra:3teai©B-fcB we: ^ nad.i •-'ta b.u-^ ^"^-.^rrTtir-aater fo:-
easoline for »eft]£llr.g conxoyr. d-orxng Lesemdor 1944,-. liarin.^ Dece-noer 1944,
136 conTsys dlvouaced iix the olae Section aroa»'

The foXlawlng ie a l.ri -.r 1 rrre 01 SK.-r:'eior/'J. ^

?.06th Inf
459th Airphlbion.a Tr^.clr Co
3$4th Engineer Ilegt •
393rd E?rginecjr Segt

GVi Arxiojred. Gp
2.?C fr Enginea:; Rsgt
Com .j SetiT

* T , —- T
',L-\T •• ^1-j.

•.3ri •;:« eh A-.4ES
X'"tl AxTlorne Infantry Piv
iCf .; i ! ng, GS Ragt
Vlr.. E/'-i-inser Light Pontoon Reg
".V f -:. v.^nofEd Eoapibal -
Bi'th Infantry PiT
' irgineor Combat Gp
x:: I.-. /: - Op Hq Pet

02nd Airborne' Piv
lirhorh© Piv

5tb- Vort Pet
71It?.. Railway Operatin.-^ -ibii
3'. /'th Paratroop Oomhr''- Team
: Oth TP Gp
j.CtP. Armored Gp

360 th Fighter Gp
T.e r.allwasr Operatic:'

TP Gp
'X'l x.rmy Corps
•:''".th T.ifantry Plv
Ipt.i .Army —Hq & Kq
Ij.Boh Xr-fantry Pi'V
IVOtli General Hospital
i.3£3y.'d Engineer Hegt

-'.D wrd-ir oo msA'atain 24—hour oporations, Motor Transport Pivls^en >•
caire --y •• d"--eX f"' peraoimel. and equipment during Psceraher. Thi;'< aondx^
+-i'T. . ... •: g>: ..'.T :,; _^dar Organization Orders rf 23 end 29 Hovemher 1944
i.v-r. Cc:,. USA reducing trucking com>r./ personnel and e^r.i;-'ment*
C.I \e 3^v. -.^tl,>': tu:''-:.lAonal trucking units had t' he roqueRted, part ioula: Ay
for ikc at /'-/Vt >'699. 'here there •.•/as a.dei*;; coTumitnort of 6., jC^O tons,
i.b •' i 6: V •: th.' Gbi.'f of Transportation was advised ox" this requix-emunt
01 •'.. i.j jLito. '.94K ihr-chermore, in "^iew of the necessity for opening

\5fi
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^ ^ J.I30OX- la .c.e 2.15 Keium, in order '••o f.ojomofiata tl'e tidcUtionaX c^nnoga
vr-.- ,; v:as tJ nar.dlod "by Dise S'-ct lm, fb.c oriigM-ig moto:: ancportatioii
.facilities cx Se;,ii^n •iraii&';) - r. - j- i, ^vf-^ce • ir.Tf.. r'v-t«5, .'O tlougfc
approy:iTnate:.y r,ofO -.c-i-: o.-.vL". " r.v-; calTy. -ai? T-iul: -ar.iof
were required ,0 'irro-ppor'^ 9upj : -rv /r*? re .'J r/Rrip oO atcraga, AlLCi^^-
ing are copiee cf ox-in.^ iiKr.3i.- 30 ...a-.i.-igjf. 3" thia sutiJactJ

14 Dec 1944 . ro-.i; Ciao 1=vi C-c icior, SiGn.-pt)-t.
-'•C' ; vh,i32.* 73l'3"3tr;ii 31^ • t-XI.?

a?0:Tl.;i;.E liAJlDl-E'L) BY OlfilE SSOi-iOH IWCU^EIlA-T;^ OVMim PIGSOK
"i S600 ^jns HviLf, oraeAricKS C-otjotCOM. XJl^.J .J TH£II'.-P1 ;a3lfITl0H..a. OOy'?AlHDS tViQ Olffi a-lTCiillOU ESAICJJ^IIEHS AHE

'IX I'TQDS HUO^-X^COF'̂ Z-TW. .JJVISE "

•taiion Office

L? Deo 3.9-C4 5Vom: ChieX' o.- -.-.apportatloii^ '5 '̂, ^-TjUSA
s OIbo 3a*c6 ^iejViOn, Trar.sportf.ilon Officer:x'c

"Hill^SREKCB YCXia TO: DAOrSD DT^CGMHbiH OJHIS BTIAD^JAHTERS FULLY BEiUilZES
YOUR NDSD FOR ADDlTloiDa MOIOR "'RiiilSPOHniAaiCN, BUT DUE TO THB TIRT ACUTE
SHORTAOS OF TRUCK C01>iP.HXriES YLJ ar.TOALIOK HEADQ]JAHTI1PS, IT 13 IMPOSSIBLE
!P0 ALLOCATE ADDJTIOIUa, UKlTti YOU '-iSQiUEST AT THIS TliC^- (SIGHED KOSS) SHORTAGE
NOW EXISTING 13 BIfOUGHT BY ADDXTIONiiL REQUESTS FOR .-ulMISS HH OPSHATIOKA
USE. confirming TEIiiOPHOrA GOIT/SRSATIOH GAPT" MGT.KT.T.iK MAT .V.-NjEEITIHE, WE
iiitE DOING EVUaYTHING possible to SECURE ADDITIONAL TRUCK COiP.aHIES idJD ONE
BATTALION EEADQUARTEdS UITHIN Kj-IXT SiB/Ei; TO TDN D^YS.ff

On 10 Decera'ber 1944, the Section Tranaportation Office wAs notified "by
the Office of t.b.e Chief of Tran&portatl" that tha lllth QN Battalion (HoMle)
TO, newly ari-i-red on the Continent, vrae Rt'.ng assigned to Olse Section.

In accordance v-ith. Request for IIoT£: '-it Orders, dated 30 Noventer 1944,
and issued Uy the fhf ice of the Chief of rn-nsportation, the 3682nd QN Truck
Company (TC) aeai^ed to the 4Y6th 3f,t-talion under Par 2, Troop
Assignvient No. 36, Eq Olse Section, dated ".\J I)ec.e:a"b6r 1944. The unit was
9quipp.>e with '^.r-ton -rehicles and was assigned to the. Soissons area for depot
op3re.b?.one. Up.^n its arrival in Olse Section, the unit was inspected and
report.^'"', "^^ery 3^y. i-.f As indioatod in. extract from Carrier Slip quoted
helow,, hovjo-rei-, rho. anit was not Q3cpect^i to "become mere then 50^ effective
for an " .y-.SG tw mcivbhsS

•'i, A --vha.'. Situation Report was received from the Comrianding Officer, 1st
It. ^ J:-' dl-ilNGLETON, of the 3682nd QJI Truck Company (TO) upon the arrival
of the Un-.t in Olse Section end is as follows:

a. .ini u has had ns maintenance for a period of ajrjroximately six weeks.
miniTncom of twenty trucks wore cteadlined upon arrival in Oise Sectic

Unit lu^.s six "VD Oases,
10I-. h^r- five Court'-Marticl.s j-anding.

- . Str-vr-gtR of Unit is 146 enlist-• offioeri^^
f- Vltica'i QhorT.e.g©B within the Ulit are;

':.) I.raar-*tu"beb 750 x 20.
.U) T'ire patching materials.

,V .dhia Unit Ms "been^oijerating under very adverse mxc-, oondltions^
ehicles ai'o towed in and out of dumps "by Caterpillar tractors.
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"2. -T, is antioix^Ji-.ed thr'.t "UniG -,-1'". :ic c iro rfi *^>v\ . 5..f-
ive :f^'.* two montr.bj'

On 17 i^scemiisr 3944, cpsration 3^ Air-5^rlx .a.-4,-3 Vix ji-vjC g-^ -lix —
Strip A—70, At the saine tiae, -idvc^nce Secti<'X advisaii. vehicles operating
at Air Strips A-4j3 anl A^79 nast he relieved f >r another asoignnent. The
Office of the Chief of. Transportat.ion was thf^refcre re cuest-:c. to assign
a truck unit for Air-Strip operation. On 19 i)ot:ei!i':er 20''.-<- .he Section
Transportation Office v/as advised that the 398th QM Truck Cornpnny ^TG^
had "bee:, assigned to Oisa Section.fcr Air-Strip operation. However, on
25 rOece--'.jor l944 advice was received ^yy telepr.lnt fron the Offace of the
vhief .^'ansportation tiiat the 39Qth QH Truck Company had "been rOi-
assigned the 17th Alrhorne Division^ The followi.^g '̂ •I,Ti'uo:g G^p.anios
\TG) wei-e in turn assigned to Oise Section under jxirisdintaon of The
Secxara Trt-nsportation Office for permanert du"y in BeirasJ

fllOth Truck Company (lO)
343:th Truck Oonpany (TO)

The 426Cth and 4369th T-„at.ck Companiee (TG) were ecuappad with 6-
ton tractors and 10~ton semi--trailers on 15 Decemher iS-i-ij ondi^re made
available following day. It war anticipated that these
^its would he ahLe to hancl«. most of the work which they previously have

••n unable to carry on.

In order to otrtain greater efficiency in truck operations, Motor
^anspert Division re-located the Truck Companies undor the Juristic-

of the Section Transncrtation Office; the smaller 2-|-ton equipment
c^ld he used to greater kvaiatage for depot hauling v/hile the larger

ton equipment was more suitaole for long hsule from railro erm n •
onaeqaently, units with sioaller equipment were sent to the «-'0 ssons

^epot operations, while the larger 10-ton equipment was re-loc^.-ed In
Seims area for long hauls out of Heims, thus resulting xn a greater

n^mile factor for each unit

nn re-location of truck comparies was effected during the ^month, of _ •

405?.nd q>i Tpiack Co, - from Helms to Heuville
4255th Truck Co. « from Soissons to Crouy
4S6ath Track Co, - from Soissons to 3ucy Le Long

, • - 42o9th qjliTruck Go, - from Margivai t-) Merfy

While the three truck units,operating in the vicinity of Balms as of
30 Hovemher 1944 v/ere "brought,up to standard in technical
through the work of the Section Traneportation Office, the 425lBt Or Tr-ck
0>, TO, staffed vdth co';,orea personnel, still presented a problem during
d-icemher (Soe Sectioi. X, >p-nr.-p+ .^r. :i.f.-r-ird is Senteraher through 30 irovem"berd-icemher (Soe Sectioi. X, renort >on "poricd 15 September throu,
1-44 vncler Motor Transport-Ai Although the Comna-nding 0;
U..31 advised that ns :;e3r4a?ir j-jrrectiv? accion had been undertaken and that
the 'onit was ready for ro <1 ^peoxior., this was done on 8 December 1944 and
again resulted in a ratir.g of "UnFatlsft'Ctory"', It was therefore decided
t r^.organis^e the 43filst 4'̂ T?uck Go, as -i wnite unit. It was anticipated

Officer of the
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reorganiji/.-.Ir/^ r.i .cix cixic s a.^ '. \,o C.'.nfc ? c'"/:-., -i ron^.er

aw surplus., aa: X.Usi-^^rb •'oeol-rlfaV.-.y .iUaT'.ified perbcai-Ql to form c&dre I'cr r3*-«
organization oi tiie -1-251et Truc?c Ooiiqrany^

On 12 DeufJiOM .i.C4^x. <•.:.?:-'*.«iultxe3 V3*'e Hiicom-cirot--. wita t'ob ^Vef^ctvje
Commissionex uhe .?.epuf.-aC '.t 'lalcns, Lxd it vao nr.viaipaoed that addition*^
al civilian transj^-ortHt^GVi co^.lC. ijct "o^ Ji--.de avail (,11 ••; to 'J»£» i'c.rces in the
area Controller. %• tho li-r«G-.3-'Air« at ChalM\3 ior eo'̂ cr? 1 weoks. Oause for
f iis condition wat. aaid to be the dstAiids for civilian -truck Vransportation
i.'u t>io .^IdaCc aref- whev.-j ^neiny he-.i. -to a '-iXt'Viit. exercised a
ej?.orfIicd &art>;. pcllcy,, ii/.vice of the vJ.--.ioa-:um o:? th-: .•^re-'fectinre regarding
ci-.-ilt'On ti?c.ii3XCu:*tation v.aii s*•."omittoe. -tc vV-4 for di<dcru.si-n tho Chief

ST,i,.fx and tli.e CoKitoenl-lnj- Gir:ral as to-whether u:- -.lot c.ppro-priate action
cjuld 13 taken.

Advldd was recc5-Ted from OoLi on li Deceitfbet? iM4# ihat
ttife 9th_ Aitt6!Iit>hile Rogi'aent act-lva'̂ -oA ih" ?aris for the operation
of ftCO 0—iac Civil Affairs trucke thdn L-rriving on the Oontlneat. iJififi of
ih® i^eACh tPruck Ootapaaiiea, sn actl.Tf-.ted, v^ero ordered to ia J'ere in Olse
Section for ass^^^iment ';c th^ Qdit 'W- tOat-oC.lion for a(hiilal9tra«
tton and crpcratlonal con-lrol "vncV.-r ,G'-5 f-j- staf:' ccnbroi;. Each Truck
CoE:^£^03r aonsisted of 5 office-u !^.rd V„10 e-f lotted ir.o.ir Ino Erench units per—
feriiod -&]b6lx* laibaian of traneportin^ OVvi- Afxai-iS eupplios and could ©nly
he assi^fwed 'bv* tha Saction Tront-portation Office fer other missions in case
•f ®n daotgontcy© • On 24 Eecemher 7_944, following the eneniy count6t--Cffenai've
an the Veetem T'ront, a v.3 nent t® the 'Vvjoanding General, Olse
Section, try Hq., G®in Zg, STCjCA, xj. of -:h©i-;e '.oeiioh Truck CoEfpaniee f«*
etaergoncy array use to replace Arm;v' 'frani;porvauio:x urgently needed f©r sther
fiieftioos.

Jlsfiurance was received frcni Ordnance in Eecamber that thoy v;ould glr®
priority to the repair of all uniti.' operating at 0-309. It anticipated
that this action \tfeuld release a large percentage of deadlinoa urucke and
was in direct co«-rdination with current efforts to clear congestion of
traffic in the Seissons area. . '

E.Ti^r^enoy Tijnan.dE an...Tranflportatinn
in Ciae dectr nn duriaff ^rsaan Cmn^tftv^-Qf-FftnglvQ.

Inunodia-te?."/ after the German Counter'-offehsive, which started 17 December
. 1944, all available motor transport in Oise Section was alerted to meet the

emergency damands for transportation equipiaent, and truck units were recalled
from depots and railhoads, in preparation for the movement of personnel and
w-jpuliee to the vital areas. Erei^t trains wore diverted and routed to new
•ioSbiuationSo i^ain lines were cloer:.d Irmediatexy order to speed up the
i.'OTemont of troops and supplies c Vfith entire divisions aao- trcops • Q-
•'-archos rf the Arr.-y Ground lores ont^e move av the samo time, control and
^o<'̂ 7.a,•/ior. of road movements "became of vxxai li-oportaiice. part-cuj.ar... .nso ar
l'3 :lie t.i,r.ie olaM-ent was concerned^

of P. melr operatlcnal mo-»3 effected -fay tho Section ^ansporta«
tion Office was tiie movemtnt of the 32nd and 101st AirbOiU^ s on
y.VXlI ')crpe (i-..irlorne) from their rest camps at Siasonne, n
Mourmelon, The following extract from the Staff Report, dated. 19 December



\ €. of o

194^, -^.rdlcates epeed with -r] nio-n-e:n-rjit ex
"orioa'-. les and pXarurlng Involvf'U.

^cuted, ••='.--d <->3

tin .r, Re^-ciovenent of the 82nd and V.ds-o dirho: ne Divlolone. .
a. Houtos Felected and cloaT: d tJrra Ad'^ace Section ^
"b. Strip ixps Bade up for th^ ro-j.teB fvon Sirisonne, Suipv '̂-

I<Q\irn©lon.

Toe following dlstritjution var. madeS
500 to each •'juiit at SisBoiifc and Suippec#

15'-..0 to Mournelon.
3CC of '^ach route to the 'IPth Corps#
..CC: of -iach route to G-«4, Olse Section#

Owing to the tactical nature of thia niovenent, would ^
convoy could not be issued. A plan was set up office it
Mnd out soriaia of between 30 and <iO vehicles and notify d.eBtination
^ ti;ne of departure. Pron thic tipe. the arrival iSto ISeec
^ at the Adsec border was copimtod and the information compete
«« traffic control purposes and advice forward to thePlea was given toTrSflc Oontrol Officers, PM Oiee Scctlon^J^^®®®.^°
tl»»t traffic pointsmen would be established throughout the rou tin
*tlcn. Strip aeps cf the routes were also given them.

*®» Inforaation was received from Seine Base Section of the rout and
timings for iha following Qifi Itaoka Companies:

3635th ftM Truck Go 3619th ^ Truck Co
, , 4009th dM Truck Co 3882nd C»i Truck Co
WejBntioa from Adeec on the following Truck

4263rd (yi Truck Go 3S03rd ^ok Co
3532nd qjl Truck Co 3578th QM Truck Co

^•\rnA^. ASfiAth Truck Co escortB arranged with
PM 37oute8 were given and traffic Officer, Section• -ar'jher information was received from Execut fmom Channel Base
^^-n^Pcmicn Office of convoys from 13 truck ^rr^ee Ld '

• efforts to check with Channel Base The PM
tinin,,s rero unsuccessful as comihinioatione have broken
was alerted vo this situation and was requested to ^the entronoe to Helms and stop every 0^ f i^L^d In
dosl,piatioa could not be seen on the truck, and if ^y "®^® ^o bethe list, t. 3acort them to MourmSlon Camp.. Aoonqplete report alBO to be
sahiaitt3cl to this office,

"4. ::ho first report of the outward movement from the ®^® f -
i -JI.M- P., Sisaonne. The following Ib a schedule of how the serials lef.
xhe 'v .ijpi

.'->21^,

Hc« OOo
307 Sih ;3?:g

. "ig-A OOo
•'H'

83nd Airborne
n

illlm

1004



Hsyiia.

504th. Xst

504th " 2nd

504th 3rd

325th T- iBt

325th - 2nd

325th - 3rd

407th Q)!^
508th 1st
508th — 2nd
508 th " 3rd

Mod» 307th

serial

serial

serial

serial

serial

serial

serial

serial

serial

82nd Airhorne
ti

u

n

u

n

n

It

n

ti

; '•>. <e ;5-r

TiToe

1017
1023

1045

1100

1110

1115

1200

1120

1133

1143
1152

IVr this purpose, 266 "borrowed vehicles were used and the'organizational equips
ment consisted of the following:

246 —' 1/4 *-• ton JeepQ 3 r* 3/4*-*ton ^Crucks
87 —2^-ton Trucks 2 r Ambulances
95 Weapon Carriers S "• l^*-*ton trucks

This completed the nioveraeiit from the area. Attempts to reach the caitp at
SuipiDes failed due to coinimnications failure. JHirther report will he rendered.

"6. Last rex:)ort of the Truck Companies just received enroute to Mournelon
Camp:.

3019th

4009th

3882nd

3625th

36 vehicles

44 vehicles

22 vehicles

31 V ehicles

Arrived 1200
Arrived 1500
Arrived 1230
Arrived 1530

The following units have just heen contacted "by the MPs and, are enroute to
the camp: • rti , n

3989th 0^^ Truck Co 645th Truck Go
3398th m Truck Co 3627th Truck Co

"7. iii addition, the 3416th ^ Truck Go^,, which has just supplies
from Le Havre, is "being used.. Also 4268th Truck Co. ^ 10 Vehicles. Arrived
at 1430.''

The speed and efficiency with which the moTemen^ of
A3.r"borne Divisions were executed "by the Olse STO gave » ,
General'M.B. HIDGWAY, U.S. Army, Commander VXIII ^ ^
"letter of commendation to Brigadier General C.O. THR^^, Cnl
Oise Section,' who- in turn, sent a latter of congratulat on 0 . •
Richard W, Barker, Section Transportation Oise eo ,
staff, following is a copy of General RIDGWAY S letter:

1

Il'BT
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BEADQUaRTBES XVIII CORPS (AIHBOEMB)
Office of tb.e Corps ConBander

XBO 109-In the Field211930-Deoeraher 1944

"My dear. IThrashor t1/ 4 a li 1_-••TV *7*-* * •- V

*0.1 o-f. US feel
"I should like you and Vilsey to know . , our two

that the .Ejanner in which you picked up an - finest Joh we
divisions' into the "battle area was in the Olse Section,
have eyei seen of its kind. You should ®' • ^ military* effort
take deep "satisfaction in a contrihution greater
which was very real, and which tise may show was o
SCOTifi +:Vif»'n i-.-f no r>nW 'VSaliZ©#
wnicn was very real, ana wn^-uxi. */-•.
scope than any of us now realize*

' a ,j warjn hest wishes,
"Hoping to serve with you again, an ^-hicii I should "be

in which ell the Staff and Oonraand Join, ^
grateful to .have vou convey to your associates, , ..
in which ell the Staff and Oonraand Join, ^
grateful to-have you convey to your associates.

Mincerelyi

/S/T/ M., B. HIBGWaY ^
liajor .

in Decemher 1944,- theyAfter the Oermans "began their counter—off©5 in Olse Section,
Inched many air attacks against the railheads ^ railhead and
Since the EIO installations in this area were the RTO station
^ots, they experienced these attacks, \erial horahings' and
t ^®"vieny, Wassigny, Chalons, Tergnier, ojxd. ' nn26 December a

atrafings were sustained, 25 and 26 Becem-Der. At ^^ine was
p^ane strafed a troop train seven times, as a the train was •
severely dams;ged and made unusa'ble; two cars were - 6 vill'ed and 25
delayed approximately,20 .hours. "The casualties yero . Reims
in^jured;' the wounded were removed to the 96th General «A-norted In "
and T/ue S6bh ?ield Hospital at Laon. The HTO at Soissons reportea xn
pa:.'t as fcllr.wa> • • . ' 'as fcllcvjst •••'"-r

At epproximtaly 2145 hours:. Ss'December 1944,; we
alert, due to the presence of an enemy plane in v^cirij-ty _ „gge(3_ from
At, 2315 hours cu ail....lear -signal whs given. A,German
north to south over yards, circled and returned, flying .Aro _ oo-zrlnorth to south over yards, circled and returned, flying _ pp-w
north and droi^ped a "bamh in north end of yards at approxirua e y
hou?.*s- "between tracks 13 and 14;. This was an incendiary type ^

.uKx u.rox:)pea a Damb in nortn ena ox ycu.u.0 -

^ "between tracks 13 and 14, This was an incendiary typ^3
which set fir© to five cars of amirranltion.

'*2t. The Branch crows which were on duty on the locomotives of Soissons
yards immediately disappeared.

•^3;, Eepresentatives of Military Railway ^^f Srs
engine a,nd cut off the five "burning oars and pulXed t e
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on that track, also the cars 'am ^nexl^ trc.ck to it and took tham out on track
of main line#

"4, Amravmltion in five "burning cars soon "began to es^lode and set fire to
other cars. The fire continued to spread throughout the entire-ysrdi

''S. At south end of yard .with one engine and with help of a'tractor dozer#
we wore ahl© to got 315 oArs out of .yard* ApproxHaately 80 cars were fulled
out ef the north ond of yard, by the: Military Hallway Service*

"6* At 1700 hov.rc.j tVi yard check showed 424 loaded cars, ioi empties, and
3 oe ?-^ IjTleineer e-qixipnent.

'"V-. h'ork onu©*'-vo:.'?.ng to salvage as much as possible was continued until there
w-'ir' nj further e.V( Jla">lo powei'r

"8» SVoight- shedsc the main depot wore conq^letely; destroyed, All otker
railway buildings .homaged in various degreen.^- Also there was conelderablr
daoag© to civilian propoi-ty directly adjacent to station." •

**9. yi»ns for raestablishing esrvico v/as made so as to start "work as soon as
it was considered safe to do s6, -^O-set hp teE^ofary headquarters at 57
Avehus 4c la Gare, '

"10# On afternoon of 28 December 1944, thV HTO moved its' offibe to a building
in BAuth And of Soissons yard to handle business*

''ll# At 1930 hoursy it wo-s reported ^ly MRS tho-t there was one by-pass track
ready to handle traffic •throu^i Sciscons.

"12, It is expected that Teom tracks 5 and 6 -/il". be ready at 0800 hours 29
December 194-4Engiuesr. d3roof*t 'jc have 'uv/o ma*!;:, tracks avai-.aoxe within
two days., *

(I

"i3, V^atef for locomotives iS'available av. as cf 20o0 nours, 28
0' f..cuibe:c *

'• '.o Oy-uatinb In ct '•ompic.-cia was cbntaCtbd at 0055 hours
G. tro/ir. ci%5ws 'frr emergency operation at Snissons. Oapt- A ' o
t"ie 724 In ..lOE i^.dvls^d that the following train crews and engine power would

, bo i:amed?a-^pXy rbtopatcb.jc to the scene of the fire^

7;.. - 1'dI'c: f' xrating -Pn •- I'hri-e orevs and three engines
: • . fr'-r. .cari'.e; • .

?i-2 ' wra-ing Bn - 'lli-\'C •Ta;7s rad thi et, engines
from To]?.gnio:r, .

v7'.6::h .aodlv/ay Cipciating Bu - Two craws and two eng-mes
from Tergnier. ' -u j.,,.

724th Railway Ooeratting Bn « Eive crews from Tergnier by truck#

The OCOT was requested to fdert all ^0 truck units and to request all possible
a>^si-itanc6 from the Second Military Railway Service. At 0245 It. CHiiAHlUMl,
0"'7".' Duty Officer, advised that twelve train crews 'from Paris wore on
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•r>T

iO

the vay t# SoiflSOB.8 Icy truck® At ths saiiiB, Jjt. ^KSLYf OCOT Motor J?ra:Qopor—
tatien Divi«ion sidTl&«d that truck coiiix>an'6'3 liad "been ailsrt©^- throe
tralji cr«wB of the three sx^i^chtng engiaoe oi:erc.tin^ at Retns were alerted
for posaihlo moveaent tc i'otasouB with onftiiifc; 'power at 014.5>

'̂ nnrvniTn

^lirlag the fire' yeehe leoemoer, plans for ioera.tlona on canals
Twe cortailed cwsideraol;' lus to high waters in all looalitles. Novsmhsr
raliiE vf'^re n snA»rtrtf.n.i* T"«r.r>-r(l- Cxsinal reptilrs were

ith in the re^
As the high
jeine Hiverr

-IS l0.^-7lev ffio, ns^uently'trlrffic between Kouen and^^1". wc,e tied up aat :k sl.ipuerits are expected prior to 1 January 1945.

Office of ';h'

•i. o:. aer 'oc

tati',a Offlca 2i ; : • W, V-ab all S-.igineev troopf assigned to re-
sf oanoiE were to 03 wiHhdravm for otharViag aooenpXisht?. ;'r. repf.ir work heoeuse of high ^ ithdrawal

*Mse trseps had jio EiC-eer-tery effeov. on oi-inal reoonetruotioA.

French authorities claimed that the Meuse Hirer V^^T^fowevar®"•^se af .-bBtruotienB at Anchampe, Heszlers, Le Iheu, and
^^^03 SectUn Sngineere, after a avrrey hy thoir field

a P6Bao,gewBy was clear at each of these four Points. ion
as scon as the waters had receded^ .Uthough

^ineers adnittji •.xsoibillty of aoir.o underwater ovs '"^7 ® *
PrsBsntly cliaoarna.Ue, they declared that to the hest of their toowledge

throng one tcoSd he possihle as soon as thejaters^'̂ ed.d. reccvrod or 4 Jsce-uher IP^x that the warns Canol
^I'sn to narigatlon from St. Uisier tc Yiti-le-^i-encois<.

A 'barg''?s were
,000 wons of

ordered, it
one heoaua©

.or.l Vs^i- ib. Tc, OcoemDoi' Office
Yi ^ of =-.rt^spo-:.a-V-on ad-rl^-A -'rhe 01-}© Section TrfinsportablonVr.i.v rf -r esort l?l,h vet;r and other circujastoicee,
e.i pia-o.^ .f a- A-'S^iproration of copI fr..>n --ivat to Reiia? '/'.a harf^es

f ^ih'anf;:3orta>ior. advised the Section Trnnspor—

on the Oioe Oenal vmcre 93 hargee were
•"• > at nue poiut. and fv-tnov Iteth v;here 46 havgea v;sre appaxa.itly

s pS'i&pge through the 16oks >5 -/ecommondod that the^-•..ock a.; Piuon
fn th., CiF6 and Alv^r.'a O^ml Ha •.•eprlred oo that canal cotad 13 recp^ued
•:o navigation. Eoormvaendfitlon van pWed hsfore the Section aJraneporta^
•i '11 Off-los, throUt^_ Gv4, Xa sji indioation cf the action xmdertaken and
;..frr"u4\cr 3\''ppliftd, the fo31ovlng 1^ fjnoted fiou a Carrier Slip from
-ih-1 \ j Irxi^puihation Office to (M? dried 36 'iJecemuer 19448

•..iA
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1« Tlie authority on American participotion in repair and rehabilitation
of the canal systems in !Prance is ±n a Canal Comrnittee in Htig, Com 2,
Committee is made up of represontativss from Trancportationi Engineers, and
General Staff# Operations are oy the Ji'ench, hut supervision is maintained
"by Inland Waterways Division, Office of Chief of Transportation, Cominimication
Zone.

"S, Copies of correspondence regarding reconstruction of canal lock at
Pinon are "being su'bmitted to this Committee through Inland Waterways Division,
OCOT, for their final decision.

'*3. It has "been the policy of this Committee first to open through main
routes rather than supplementary or secondary canals, and to avoid major re^
construction projects not vital, to the war effort. Several engineer units
iip.ve "been assigned definite tasks on these main canals and will not "be avail-^
a"ble for other projects for some time.

"4. Oise-Alsne Canal would, if it were open, save several days* time
in transport to ?.eiins, however, Helms is accessible from the north via
Oompiegne and the Aisne Canal,

"5. Dispatch of all barges is being made as quicld.y as water conditions
permit# The accumulation of barges between Qompiegne and Chauny were un
doubtedly those on the Paris coal run and were tied up because of water
conditions on the Oise River.

"6^ Reply from the Canal Oommittee will be forwarded you as soon as
received^"

On 31 December 1944, the following decision of the Canal Committee was
aubmitted to Section Transportation Offlceo

"1.
3o

3n

4o

Canal Committee advises of no military value at present,^
All U. Army Sngineers now assigned on canal work on high priority
jobs of much more iuiportancec
IVench technical side pressed through Canal Committee to hurry work.
Dy^-Pass route now available,"

r..

•u



KEIMS STATION

AFHBMDIX NO. 1

(Chapter Yl)

StII^-L\H"i' HJUPORT
Of the Station at Helms

EEIMS, 17 ITovem'ber 1944

2 cop,

1 COP*

addressed to the Regional Bnrean of Informatiori.
6th Section—rlcveioent Division — Paris

to the Principal Inspector
Head of the 6th Arex at Charleville,

On 16 ITovemher 1944 a 21400, Engl-^e Ho. 231P23 (doulle crew) of the Depot
at Chapelle, having to replace engine on Hospital train 10158 - 2172 Etain
Paris , '

Scheduled time of arrival 1 ^1045 ' "Actual 1957
" " " departure 1910 " 3229

running on track II» lino 2, "broken at "bridge of 54.018 Km., fell in the canal
joining the hlarne to the Aisne.

GIRCTJI-^SllUTCIlS OP T?IHI ACCIDENT

Train Ho, 10158-2172 was stationed on track 30, Engine 231E23, waiting
on track 9C, was originally to "be sent alone to Soissons*

At 1930, the depot informed the Chef de Service that this engine was to
"be used to haul train 2172,

The Chef de Service had the schedule prepared to place it at the head,
and delegated ganger TRI"03T to pilot the engine from track 9 to track 3, "by
using the available part of principal trank II,

At the time when the pilot arriViad at the engine to accompany it, the
engineer declared s,gain that he v/as to "be sont alone to Soissons,

TRIVET left the engine to report this to the Chef de Service, "but during
the absence, the schedule having "bccf^ prepared, and the panel opened, the
engineer Bte,rted his engine without f-oticing that he was headed on the "broken
lino. Arriving at the "break, the engine was throvm into the canal,

CGITSEQ.'UENCES

Engine 231P23, tender and sleepihg wagon derailed.
Engineer CE-'iPPLIER (Charles) driving the engine, of the depot at Chapelle^

45 years old, married, 2 children, 2^ pud 20 years old, living at Paris, 54 Hue
de I'Aqueduc, lightly wounded in the left lirnd, imiltiple contusions.

Eiromen AH&HOS, Rene (on the engine) 33 years ofd, married, 1 child living
at Paris, 21 Rue Ettenne Dollo; llgh"^ "burns on the wrist and face « multiple
contusions.

Engineer MOG-IIIT, Georges, (in sleeping wagon) 31 years old, married,
2 children, 3 and 4 years old, living at Paris, 15 Hue GOderoy CavaignacJ con
tusions on the right eide^

married , 1
right leg.

Uli. uXlO XXg^XXV

Pireman CAH301T, Michel (in the ^leeuing wagon), 42 years old, raai
child, 18 yea.rs old - living at Pari^, 38 Hue des 3oio! contusions, ri

iP.SPOHSIPILITY

lliG investigation mnAe "by the f"^^Jjresentativos of the EX KT ^ VG services
revealed that the engineer CHAPELIBB- started his engine as soon as the panel



ion •«.«

indicated "^^aming" without ordor either of the Chef do Service or of the
pilot,

CEAP^LIEH declared that he had conGiderod the effa.clng of the red light
.as a de-parturo order - rione for Soissons.

li'ie Seivice de la Traction has accepted the responsibility for the
incident.

^VDOITIOKiiL lilFOBIIATIOxT

The position of the engine pcrraits the moving "of traffic on the part of
the single track hetv/een stations 2 and 9.

On the other hand, navigation = on the cana.1 of L'Alsne a La Harne is
interrupted,

The Engineer 6f Bridges and Heads (Fonts et Cl:aussons) and the Snb-Fro-
fsct have been informed.

Deputy Chef de G-aro

Translated by T/4 Bryant Buckingham 17 ITov 44
s/ Bryant Buckingha.m

^ THTE COPY: • *
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•A. S. H03EHTS

1st Lt. Ord
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National GendF.rmerie
2nd Legion
Company of Aisne
Section of Chatea,u-Tliierry
No. 12/4

APPEilDIX m. 2

(Cht-i.pter VI)

^5?

'Ji 7 - • o«3ction

Chatean-Thierry, 8 Dec 44

EEPORO?

of Lt. Phavorin, commander of Section of
Chatexia-Thicrry, on a derailment of an
American hospital train at kilometers
107-300 of Reims Paris linc»

Reference! Article 53 of decree of 20 May 1903,

The 7 of December 44, at 2250 hours, an American hospital tra,in going from
Vitel to Paris was derailed at kilometer 107-»300, 1 kilometer, 500 meters east
of the gare of Varennes—J a.ulgonne.

The commrndcr of the section vras informed "by the station of Chateau-Thierry
at 0100 hours pjid went to the plp,co with three gendarmes as quickly as pos^'
sihlc and informed the brigade of Conde en Brie, who cut from the telephone
follov;ing the inundation, v/asn't able to get nov/s of the accident.

At the arrival around 0130 hours the commender of the section determined
that the locomotive and 11 derailed ca.rs had been pulled from the rails and
gone a,round 150 meters, A wooden ca.r of the SNCP used as resting quarters for
the personnel had hecn completely torn to shreds. Only three cars had not
left the tracks, fhe metal hospital cars which wore for the most part turned
over, did not seom to have suffered too much from the accident.

The victims arc!
Second Mechanic w M, Charles Jacgy of the depot of Chalons sur Marne^ 15y3ng:qi;

126 Ave du Gon, Sarrail at Clialons sur Mp.rne, killed.
Second Pii-eman - M, Julien Arthur lemaln, of the depot of Chalons eur

l^.rno, living at 1 Rue David Blondol at Chalons sur
I-tarne, very gravely injured, Tho latter aided as soon
as possible by personnel at the American hospital. The
chief mechanic and the fireman on duty were slightly
injured.

As soon as tho commander of tho section arrived ho procribed a guard around
tho baggago car and tho food cars, Tho I-IPs of Chateau-Thierry arrived a lit
tle after pjad relieved tho gendarmes around 0400 hours,

Tho inquest v;as carried out at onco with the technicians of tho SHOP and
the Prench captain of tho regulation of Chalons sur Marno to permit to es
tablish tliattho derailment was duo to a collision, at the spoed of 80 km/hr,
with a large roll of trellis around 400 kgs, which probably fell from
a train traveling ahead of the train of the accident. This roll would have
been destined for landing strips,

Prom a standpoint of the accident several rolls of this material had fallen
from a train two days before and for another part, the tracks were free on the
seventh (Vth) at 1700 hours, the inquest tried to determine

1 —SincG 1700, if a train carrying these rolls had passed the station of
Varennes-Ja,ulgonne,

2 —Or if persons of nalintentions had placed a roll across the tracks
>rhich hsA fallen two days before.

The delays would be adjusted in 48 hours.
•I.' -liq



ISO Section .^.•.. .
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m ' . »> ' * • ^ - • > - • ,t •*^-0 BQctlon of informpltlon and the reghlar;authorities vero advised "by
^©ssago Qf the conBequoncc of the accident ..as soon a,8 first rosxilts of ti»
inqnest werowero Icnovm.

Translated ty Cpl Listen T. Coon, 14 Doe 44"'
3^ncl 2 .
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APPE3JDIX yp. S
-VI)XChapter

- HSAIDqUAItrl®
oisiD s3c::ioN, cz, e-tousa

SECPIOIT IPAITSPOKIATXON OPPICS

Eile; 370,11

SUBJEOTt Report on Wreck —Eospital ^rain # 5S

o&ocxon

APO 513

8 December 1944

TO Chief of^-Transporta.tion, Com Z, APO 887, U.S. Army,
(Attnj Lt Col I4ack, ACOT, liovements DiTision).

1, Confirming oiar telephone conversation, I have attached copy of tho
log of tho Rail Hovomonts Division, STO and tho original waybills and wagon
labels of wagon SECP 433690 and wagon US 422330,

2# You undoubtedly have received a. comploto report of tho wreck from
Lt, G-rconman, Passenger Branch, your Division,

3, Accompjiniod by Lt Col Jamison, C.O,, 706th Er.ilway Grrnnd Division,
Major IfcK'aughton and I inspected tho tra.cks of tho Varonnos to Epornpy lino
and discovered aAl told, four (4) additional BRC landing mats along tho right-
of-way.

4, At Epernay wo inspected wagons STos, 432690 and US 422330 thr.t tho HTO
Epornay, Lt Volenco, ha,d had removed from train No, 1161 la.st ovoning upon
discovering a. hot trox on wagon Bo, 432690, plus tho fa,ct that tho bunkers of
the wagons were coupled together and duo to this coupling, right front whool
of wagon ITo, 432690 ha.d boon bound.

5, Tho viagon v/aybills from both v/agons showed tho consignor as US Depot
13-504, date: 29-11^-44, consignoo: 9th Air Porco Enginoor Command, Batignollos
Station, and Shxppilig Index BumborS ST—4/EGB—153, The v;agon Wc?ybill for
wagon Bo, 432690 showed thirty (sO) rolls of BHC landing r.ats, whoroas thoro
wore only twenty—nine (29) on load, Tho bracing vra.s con^lotoly gone and con
sisted of a-bout throe strands of wire supported by some sticks which woro not,
in my opinion, of sufficient strength to hold the matting, ^ho malting had
also boon loaded about one foot out of balanco to tho loft side of tho v/agon.

6, Tho wagon waybill for v/agon Bo, US 422530 showed thirty (30) rolls
of BRC landing mats, v;horoas only tv/onty-sovon (s?) woro actually on load.
There woro no wooden bra.cos, in cvidonco and tho malting had boon braced with
throe strahds of v/iro, two strands boing cotTOlotoly IQoso and almost off.
One roll of matting was protruding toward tho right approxinaloly two foot,
and it is reasonable to suspect that tho rolls of malting that caused tho
wreck, fell off this partic\ilar wagon, Throo other v/agons of this consignmonit
Bos, 102381, 280694 and US 425127 have boon hold by tho ETO Chalons, It
would appear that one or more rolls of malting have diaappoaxod from wagon
US 425127, but as no waybill is attached to tho car or was attached to tho
consist, it is not knov/n al this time how many mats woro loaded in this paiv
ticula.r wagon, A car chock was made of train Bo, 1161 botwoon its arrival at
2035 hours and departure at 2050 hours, 7 Doconbor, by tho ETC Ghaloau Thioriy
and nothing irregular v/a-s noticed on the train al tlvl timo.
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Oiso Soctioa •,.

I'ron tho condition of tho couplod. wr-gons troon thoir pxrivr.! r.t Epor-
f '̂Vy it wo-uld appopj that Gono violont shock (a suddon stop, for ffixrx-qplo) nay
nave "broken tho flinsy "bracing on v/agons 432690 and US 422350, and .duo to tho
coupled "bvuipers, it nay for tho ronaindor of the joumoy havo croatod a bui^jv-
iiig notion which shook looso and throw on tho right-of-^way, the landing nato.

8. Two craaos arc a,t prosont working on tho wreck, and it is hopod to
havo tho oasfboTUid track rohuilt and opon sonotino tonorrow.

^ Xhcls
ahovG

^ csmiPiaD iRUE
COPY!

• • .A,
' '

• , A.^,, EDBEHPS.,
1st Lt, Ord
Adrdnis t rat i on

, ^

sicavEU v;. Hx'jJscniR
Lt Colonel, Q.

Soction Transportation Offiqor
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APPHIiTDIX KO, 4 . ..r.v Oiso Soctior
(Chapter VI)

t . ,

S1?0 GwA SUBJSOT: * Hospital Train Wrock«
Attn;

Col Squi.ro ^ 1. Cpnflrnlng toloph'ono convorsation (Col Squire -
Lt Col B.arkor) the following is a conploto log of the
events rolrtivo to the hospital tra.in wrock»

. 2310 hours, Lt Voloncoj STO, I^ornay called and infornod
us that a, hospital train" had derailed "bctwoon Dornand
and Varonnos* Cha.toa.u Thierry callod and said engine
v/as on its side. Askod for noro infornation#

3320 hours, attoieptod to contact IGO at Chatoaji Thiorry,
tinahlc to got t!iru, wires do^-m#

2325 hours, Lt Voloncd. Hospital train #58 engine and
coa.chcs cloradlod# Hngino lying on its sido, 13
15 cars dorailod, "both naina hlockodt Lt Prindly,
officer on train advises that patients havo to "bo ove^-
cuatod. A report of one Pronchnan killed and one in-
jurod (la,tor provod to "bo incorrect). Then correct,

•

2343 hours. PTO at Chraons crllod (Opl Lowory) giving
the inforroa-tion that it was a special hospital train,
ongino #241-A^15, v;hich hp.d dopartod Chalons at 1836
hours, 7th Doconbor, Origin was Lorouvillo, destination.
Paris

0009 hours, 8th Doc 194^1, Col Woodhouso, Oiso Surgeon's
office was contacted (Sgt Hizso) and given inforScation,

0013 hours. Sgt Proidnaii, HOO Reins called verifying
doraAlnoiit at Ja.ulgonno,

0017 hours, tiilitary police a-t Cha-toau Thierry advised
. and dj.spatching tiP*s (Sgt VTlllians). Also RTO Chateau

Thiopry,,

^ 0020 hours. Lt Kaplan, OCOT, given all previous infor-
na-tion. Inquired if it v/cro possihlo for hin to secure
auothor hospital train to proceed to Jaulgonno and
ova,cua.to train,

0030 hours. 99th General Hospital conta.ctod on nunbor of
ar-i"bu.lancos avallaolo,

t

0040 hours, Sgt So^aiolds, OCOT.Passenger Dr., callod
ashing nunbor of hospital train,

0040 hours. Sgt Proic'xinn gave infornatien thru Col
Ponnorot, Pronch Liaison Officer, that Pronch Eallroal
Oomissionor at Paris and HTO Garo D'§ Lost wore arrang
ing to sGcuro a. hospital train to ovanuate [personnel.



Jise Section

OOiS hours• Sgt Soynolds, OCO^T, advl '̂0<?- of ^0
Oaro D'o lost -and French Railror-d arrrjn.^inr, lor
relief train#

0112* hours. S^t Hcynolds, OCOT, Oieo
that hospital train #27 wo\ad "bo the trrdn n

^, end the extra nodlcs wore "being dispn

0125 hours# lirjor Hart, Surgoon'a office, Oiso,
was given the previous infori-.-ation#

0150 hours, 8th Doc 19d-l-. Capt
Oiso, was inforuod of all ^^aoiit to Cn^
notified th-at copy of report v/iH
nanding Gonorcl^s office#

0410 hours. 0C05 gave Fronch "1^0°
of vrrook c.ppro:ciHP.taly 3230 fironcn
and tendor v/ont over. .jSngiiioor kl -- ... ,.
injurod. Kay have boon roliof ^ train"
wock! aoll of heavy wire which foil o f tr^n
^aiei. Cax 1 rosting on cnhnnki-iont.
8 tolosoopod. Caro 9 and 1° ^^^ll womidod in'bod
6, 7, 11, 13, 13 rjro on l^^ack. ^
boing transforrod to cars 11, 12 , Paris at
visod that hospitad train #27
0350 hours, 8 Dooonbor with staff
Modioaa officers and 12 additionai
Grooiuien of Passenger Brftnch, 0CO-, lox- "o ox
wreck at Varonnos#

0505 hours Lt Knpl-^n OOOT
to roach OOOT "by 0800 hours confirning ini rnation
given#

0540 hours Lt Volonco, OTO I^ornay
follows: "(PiKO of wreck approxinatoly "250 hows,
7 Doc. Ho. of cars on train 13.
157 and staff of 27. °io vardn nf
48 nilos per hour. Bngino
double track ripped up . Ca-ra dora Yists that
side of track going west. ®
accident oocurrod by roll of BUG Ug * ^
Fronphnun killed end 1 badly injurod. Ho US por-
sonnol injurod#

0610 hours. Gave report fron Ea?0 Bporimy to It
Kaplen, OCOT.

o700 hours, TVX sont OCOT confirning infornation
plroady givon#

Kaia linos aro oxpootod to bo clear late afternoon
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a Docon-bcr. Copies of this report hr.vc fjoo,
to Connajidin^^ G-onoral, Oiso Section and S
Oiso Soction#

H. W, B.
8 Boc- 'i'l-
fi728

A CSB2IFISD TEUS COPY:

'i-)

rv. . *

:A ' X
•^C' ' •
^ n /

A. S, E03ESTS

1st Lt, Ord
Adnini s t rat i on

- • ..• 1

-

(

\ »

/ ':•' ^

:' I f:

t ,

i, •

• 'f ••• ;.

.Vi •H . •;

I

•' ' '
•• • 1" A'-'̂

.'i-f jyu,.
A .'•

^ .\ I*

...1 . • ' . . 1 \ •

• 'V' ••

V- . ' 1

• / • •

' • • ,r , •• •
. <1 * • » <« . .1 '

• '• . U \ " -V /.V v'''.;'c .

>, :^k'' :,y.. 1.
•; '•*." •" i'* '' '•

'." A*'

<: 1.
V »

•V

xm

.T'!'

• ♦'

4^

•a

't!
•p

''Hi

Uh
•s* •

Aw
•'h

: >•<
4.-

'•..••,111

' '.sH-

f'

•MP

Ai



....Oise Section ^3ipiX ITO^^
^ , (Chaptor Vl)SiO F0Bi4 =>37 BAILVrAY irJI®EHS; " (A) fIAIIT 170

is.) rmTi
Co) STHE2TC-TH

OPEXCEES ITUxiSES V/0 Ei I /EV/

-

. ,

(3^) MHAllTljjTG SJiAe^ioiT
SBCTIOIT

DSAHTTOia. (a)

{f) DA2E

^^LZASSIlTfi-

(IT) DETIlillxTIlTG- STM]^10l!_

SECTION

_^\imiVAL: (0) TIffl

(p) DATE

TIME

H) ;JtHIVAL i(j) PATE I (K)DEIA^ (l)va;l (U)2J,

^W:3i?SHCSS:

:HiMmLIlTG- aiVElT

ETO NOTIPIED



:>•.'.
V*..

ii •
t".

•*!•. ' ?

T, <. •.
>•• V*-- '

r "••-

iv.; 1

* ...

Advance Section

?age 1

JO7J^-03 S33TI0i;

( Zl-j-.-ptex VI)

' \

Due to unav6ida"blo circumstances a rc">;)ort

from the Transportation Office of Advance Section

.s Dr.en dcla^rccl. Transportation Corps activities

in Advance Section vvil]. "be covered in a senarate

s.ppendi.T-. as soon as practical.

/ . '

• - • : r i'-d;

' "-'v;: :rv'
V n-

.•^} a: . v V v.-.pi:p.q
•• • • • •; ' , -:;d vf"'^

' <v^;.-v. p

".I

1A

» *• f\

.1.- '• ,v-.

;. .''v
S"

r - f •' - yA \V':tn-V >>t=

•>...; ..wT.i '



ciLiParsE VII

SOUTHSEU LIM OP C0I-3.mTIC..TI0NS

Sth Mrj or Port
1st Military Railway Service

7^..



...iSOLOC
Page 1

SggTHEH^t dOA:UKlCATIOKS

(Sth.^-Majbr 'Port and
'1st Mflitarv Bailvay Service)
(Chapter VII)

D—Day for the invasion of. Southern Prance "by Allied forces was on 15 Angus
1944. The operation was referred to ^f-.DRAGOOiT and,was mounted from "bases in
Africa, Corsica, and Italy.. It was controlled initially ty. the Horth African
Theater of Operations (UATOUSA) which later "became the Mediterranean Theater
of Operations (wTOUSA). On-1 Kovemher 1944 control of the tactical forces
passed to the European Theater of Operations and on 20 Fovemher the Southern
Line of Oorainunications was estaHished \inder control of the European Theater
of Operations.

The remainder of this chapter is quoted directly from the Historical .
Record of the Transportation Officer, Headquarters, Southern Line of Communi
cations, covering the period from 15 August 1944 when the first Transportation
Corps elements landed and "began operations in Southern Prance, through 31
January 1945.

«1 - IHTRODUCTIOH

"1. Officially SOLOC (Southern Line of Conununications) was activated on ,
20 Kovember 1944 "but actually such a Headquarters v^as conceived for "before thir
time.

"3. XJndou'btedly the original plans for the .invastion of North Africa alsc
included follow-up plans for the invasion of the Continent, step "by step ^
through Sicily, Italy, Sardinia, Corsica and ©ventually through Southern
Even the most ne"bulou3 plan for an invasion mast also make provision for ® "
support of the Armies and SOLOC eventually "became the Headquarters charge
with the supporting of the Armies in Southern Prence even though the ^^tua
name was not conceived until many months later. It was hot until Sici y
"been conquered and the "battle of Italy was well under way that defin te p ans
"began to take shape for the eventual invasion of Southern Jirance. As
liminary steps in order to secure adequate "tases close enough to
operation, it was necessary first to capture Sardinia and Corsica an ui up
a sufficient num'bor of air "bases to furni-h v.he necessary ferial support, ihe
US 7th Army, together with the 1st Prcnch Jirmy wore assigned making
the invasion of Southern Prance under the command of Major General an
a planning Headquarters called. Porco 165 was esta"blished to work out the maze
of details necessary to carry out successfully the combined air and sea orno
operation.

"3. At the same tine those plans were teing laid, plans were so being
formulated for another invasion of the Continent from bases in the r ® . j
Isles so that evontually there wore to be two separate ® '
the enemy in Prance, one controlled by the North African heater Pyg^\N
(NATOUSA) (later known as the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (^^^
and the othdr controlled by the European Theater of
dual control functioned satisfactorily long as the two orces ^
ing independently, but with the rapid adY'-mce of the 3rd Army in the p
Theater and the 7th Army in Southern Prince, these forces soon met, lorn g
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one continuous front so that it was necessaiyto placo--toth'forces under one
conmand^which was the European Theater of Opeiy^tion^i The Connanding G'enerai
of Services of Supply (SOS) KiTOUSA (later thQ '̂nai?e was, cha.nged to Conounl^
cation Zone (COM ZOUE) MTOUSa was/pharrged with. furnlBhlng' the" necessary
support of the forces for the invasion of Southern France; hut. when these
forces fina-lly linked up with the forces of the European Theater of Oper
ations the entire country of France was then placed under the control of
the European Theater. However, higher Headquarters decided that the same

; organization^ i.e., Oomnanding General of Connunications Zone MTOUSA and
his staff, should continue to furnish the necessary s upport for the Armies
in Southern France and it was at this tine that SOLOC officially came into

I being.

' ."49 A seaborne invasion is largely a logistical problem in transpor
tation ond the. pffice of the Chief of Trnnsportation, Allied Force Head
quarters (i^FHQ) Headquarters, HATOUSA and Headquarters SOS ITATOUSA, worked
directly v/ith Force 163 during the entire planning of the operation in
order to provide the necessary ships and set up schedules for the flow of
nen, materials and supplies into the ports so that each item of equipment
could be loaded on the proper ship, in the proper place and at the proper
tine and in order that ships and craft could arrive at the beaches and .
supplies be unloaded at the time when required by the fighting forces.

^5. The-.invasion of Southern France progressed rapidiy and it was
only a matter of-days until General PATCHES arnored forces had penetrated
inland hundreds of miles from their initial landing beaches and the ports
of Toulon, Marseille and Port De Bouc. In order to carry out its functions
properly in supporting the Armies it v/as necessary for COM Z0133 MTOUSA
to establish an Advance Section in France, The initial contingent" departed, "
from Gasefta, -Italy 12 September and established Headquarters at Lyon.^ . .
September 15 five officers and four enlisted men from the Transportation. '
Section departed from Oaserta. Italy and formed the initial detachment^-
of Transportation Section for Headquarters, Advance COM ZONE MTOUSA. An •
7^® pushed rapidly forward it was necessary for the Advance COM .-

^ Headquarters to move on to Dijon, 5 October, to keep In contact
'̂.orces which they were supporting. On 1 Kovember control of . • ; .

the Armies and sup-porting forces passed to the ETOUSA but the supply,
responsibility continued to remin under the Mediterranean Theater until

November," To staff the Headquarters of Southern Line of Oonmunica-
^ons, personnel was selected from COM ZOm ETOUSA. Transportation
MTOuf section betv/een Headquarters AFHQ and COM ZONE^» its personnel was drawn from both of these Headquarters,

alpha invasion was mde Initially over three beaches named
oh" ' CiiMEL between Toulon, and Nice and one of the firstcombat forces was to nush rapidly to the west and
c pture the ports of'Toulon, Marseille and Port De Bouc. Actually
tney went around Toulon and"fcsellle and Port De Bouc was the first of

e ree captured,, This advance was so rapid that conparatively'little
amge was done at Port- De Bouc a^nd the first ships v/ere berthed there

1 September, The City of Marseille vras not captured until 2a August and
ioulon shortly thereafter. The destruction at these ports was beyond
all powers of description and at that time to expect that they could
ever again be used for discharge of cargo certainly required a vivid
imagination. Not one berth, either Liberty or half berth, was open

I

• !•
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K-P 4.?° shore crane was cperatable. Both northern and southern entrancesIP the port ^ore blocked "by sunken shins scuttled parallel rather than length-
^^50 to Jrm the entrances* Scuttled, block ships, seventy-five in number snd^

shipping, were scattered from one end of the port_ the other. Net until 8 September was the first berth open. However, the
•R r? Crews, the Engineer Corps and the Engineer Port Hehabilitationattalions had experienced this same thing before in the Ports of Bizerte,
aiermo, Naples Leghorn and they sot to work immediately sweeping and re
eving debris and wreckage that filled the entire area. The first ships were
rought into Marseille and offshore discharge of cargo began on 8 September.

"7. The advance through Southern Pronce was so rapid that the r etreating
pneiqy did not Ir.ye time to wreck completely all the rail lines but nearly all
the principal bridges were destroyed. There were two main supply routes to the

i^ione Valley to Lyon and Dijon .and the other to the east
through Grenoble and on up to Dijon. There were double track rail lines on
both banks of the Hhonc River but all the bridges had been so completely-de
molished that it has been impossible to use the lines on the west bank of the
• however, the Military Railv/ny Service ro.pidly rehabilitated the liu©pn the east bank of the river and it has been the main supoly route. Also,
a single track line to Grenoble was developed but its use has become extremely
limited during the winter months.

1 "8. During^ the initial stages of the invasion the bulk of our supplies
Was moved by truck,

Plans called for the construction of a 4" and a 6*^ pipeline up: the
one Valley, POL storage capacities in Southern Prance were;

St Raphael - ————- —- —- ^ — - —35,000 PJls
Marseille — — — —— —— — —— ——— — —502,000
Port De Bouc 1,180,000 ""
Toulon 334i000 "

"lO. Coastal Base Section (cha.nged on 10 September to Continental Base
Section) was activated at Naples, Italy for the purpose of carrying out the
.Communication Zone supply responsibility for the invading Armies. This Head-
^quarters was establi'shed at Marseille immediately after the capture of that
xity. With the rapid advance of the Armies and the lengthening of the supply
Voutes it soon became necessary to establish rn' Advance Section* Continental
Bose Section became Continent^al Advance Section and transferred its Headquarters
to Dijon ajid Delta Base Section was activated to take over the duties previously
performed by Continental Base Section. The 6th Port (Mobile) which had been at
the Port of Naples, Italy for the past ten months and prior to that at -
Casablanca Morocco, was assigned the task of operating the ports in Southern
Prance and the Pirst Military Railway Service, also from the Mediterranean
:Theater, took over the rehabilitation and operation of the rail llne.s.

\

"ll. It was soon evident that the Ports of Marseille and Port Do Bouc
could be developed in sufficient capacity to care for Amy needs so it was
idecided that the Port of Toulon would be turned over the Navy and also be
used for civilian needs. The Port of Nice was also used to a limited extent
|for the discharge of coasters.
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"II - OltGAKIZATlL^ iara POLICIBS
•• • .r •»

"1. Southern Line nf Oonricmication^ was e'stahlished "by General Order
No, 61, Headquerters Gonnunications 2one, Euro-oean Theater of Onerations
dated 3 IToven'beV. 1944 and Major Goneral TK^M.S'b. LniiKIU, formerly Commanding
General, Comnuhlcations Zone Mediterranean Thea.ter of Operations, was assi^ed
as Coiananding'General. Attached Exhibit "A" are copies of General Order ITo.
61 and letters frpn It. General John C. H. Lee to General Larkin and to the
Chiefs of the General and Special Staff Sections which set out the "basic
policies fdr the organization and responsibilities of Eeadquarters Southern
Line of Comunications. Attached Exhibit "B" is an organizational chart
Oi the Eeadquarters Southern Lino of Conroinica-tions. Attached Exhibit C
is Kenorandun dated 1 Leccnber which gives the responsibilities of the sub—
ordinpte Ma.jor Connahds."

(ITOTE; Exhibits A, B, and Comitted. Appendix ITo. 1 is a copy of
^neral order ITo. 61, establishing SOLDO and assifning its connnnd to Major
General inCM-S B. L.^dCIlT. the sane order, General LAHKIN was assigned

e cu es of Deputy Connander, Oonmnications Zone, European Theater of
Operations),

General Order ITo. 2, 20 ITovenber 1944 Headquarters Southern^ne of Comj^ications assif^ned Brigadier General GEOHGE C. STEWART as
Officer, Southern Line of Oonrmnications. The duties of

announced in a letter dated SO November 1944 •fron which the following is quoted;

Section jnnnt As prescribed in paragraphs 18 and 19,
Staff ow ^'Pter I, Staff Doctrines and Functions, Field Manual 101-^.Officers' rieid l-Wl dated 19 August 1940.

on TransTin-r+- adviser to the Oormandlng General and Staff
i^or-oatlon Matters.

and orders on fp" ^opare and submit to the General Staff Directives
ransportation matters recommended for publication*

matters on Represent the Comir^ding General for Transportation
Inrs involvln-^ executive staffs, committees, boards and at meetin^s involving Transportation interests.

technical supervision over Transportation
Hallway Sorvior^nrMuito®®'/^'^''f Militaryliitary jtailway Sej-vice Troops.

. , 1 -D Coordinate Transportation Corns activities between theAdvice and BB.se Sections of SOLOO to the extent necessary to insure the
efficient use of facilities employed for the throufh movement of personnel,
supplies ancL equipment.

f- Exercise control over requests placed on the Military
Railway Service to insure that the ca-^mcity of the Military Hallway Service
is not exceeded.""
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"3. The oTGanization of the btfioe of the tfanspottation Officer was
along the sane lines as those at APHQ in the Mediterranean Theater of Oper
ations. ..." 1. ft 4»a

(iXTE: Tollowing is a sunna.ry of the information given on the Drganiza^
tion Ohejrt of the Transportation Section SOLOC, dptod 15 Decemher I944t

TraT^«iTir.-r+.a.t.i rn D-F-f^fte-p - Genial GLCRGS C. ST3vART _ ^
Executive — Colonel TKCl-LiS PTjJjLBH

Sranehea

Operations —Lt. Colonel L- BiRGOIGS
Uovements Group —Mr/jor G.L. H35I1TSTT
Ha.il Group —Captain Vt. r.. LefOtJl-;G
Water Group —Maj6r H, K. LSViIS
Highway Group —rCaptain E. J. P- O'C0];T3J0H
Air Group - Captain C. SCHLAITGEE

Planning — Colonel L.G. ZliTNECKEH

Adrilnistrativc.Brr.n6h —Colonel L. G. ZliUJSCKSH
Office Administrative Group — POTiiiASi ^
Control Group —Raj or T, H. P.;Aii-IEh'lcS
Supply Group - Captain V. LITCEPL^B
Troops Group —Lt. Colonel S. H* WOCDRUPF
Baggage Group —1st Lt. 0. V.. r-ICHiiHBS

(Sunmarys 23 officers and 39 enlisted personnel))

"4. The general policy of the Transportation Section has ^ ,
centralize as much control as possihle to the Bases and Advance ec i
control only such novemonts and matters as roouire coordination e
Bases and/or Advance Sections. The follovTxng is a statement o e g
policy:

"'l. General Pnlicv: Transportation-facilities, installations an
agencies whose operation is confined to cne Section will he un "
control of the respective Section C^-mmder, Transportation ^ nf
agencies and installa.tions whose operations extend heyond the onn pr
single Section will "be controlled and coordinated hy this Headquar ,
Control and coordimtion exercised hy this Headquarters will he
hy action through the Staff and Command Agencies of the Sections an o
Commands.

" *2, Vfater

a fort, 0??cratlon5! DisohM-ge loading
Will "be accomplished in the Marseille area. Consistent with .Zrtirrit
and-with the ability of the ports to periodically clep.r quays, -o
discharge and turn around of ships will take precedence over a
clearance.

Td - Inland T-'ntonmys: The resumrtion of °PyP-tio^ ^fL^ed
land Waterways system will ho encouraged. To this end, cargo
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Tsy the Base and adv-rsjace Sections for noVotlichii Afe operationR It is
contcnplated that this facility will he la.rcely utilLed^rfuithe'̂ Irene" '
internal econcmy, •• ^ .

^ ^ - Proeurenent of Shlpr^inr:; Allocation of shi-n-oinr for
delivery of supplies from the US to SOLOC is a function .of ETCoSA. ^.r.ocuro—
nent of shipping for inter-Mediterranean or coastal novencnts will "be •ficcoinp-.
lished "by this Headquarters.

y

d — Allocptlon of Port Paoillties to the French! Port
facilities not required for military "Purposes v/ill he returned to Prchch. con
trol, The port capacity returned to Prench control vill he limited to that
ca-paclty which the Prench are able to clear without call upon U S Motor
Transport or rail capacity required hy U S military acencies. As recnilred,
action to carry out this policy v/ill he taken "by this Headquarters after
consultation with Base Section Commander.

3:

^ " Cpcratjnn: Operation of Hallways for military purposeswil he under Director General, 1st Military Hallv/ay Service, v/ho is directly
responsible to the Ooiinanding General, SOLOC, This Headquarters will make
allocations of tonnage to the various users, and will exercise supervisory
con ro over loading, discharge and determinatlor, of delivery points to the
ex ent considered necessary to insure orderly and efficient use of available
rail capacity,

b - JJgfi.

.(l) Pail transportation will normally be utilized in
tation will°h for all hauls in excess of 50 miles. Hail transpor—'
ationally shorter hauls when such use is practicahLe and oper—

. . , . Prompt loading and discharge of railway cars, "being
4no °+v t Efficient use of availa"fcLLe rail capacity. Section Commanders

>« ^ no undue delay of en^jty or loaded cars results from failureTy agencies under. their connand to pronptly load or discharge,.
ttl 4. Aix

ni

a - PgrsonTl<^li,! P.outine movements of personnel "by air will
be arranged between Section Coinr.mnders and local Air Transport officials.

^ ~ Argi '̂htii This Headquarters retains authority for determining what freight shipped by SOLOC agencies shall move hy air. " Bequests
for authority to ship by air will "be made .on this Headquarters. This Head—

also handle all natters connected with air shipments out of
SCLOO or into SOLOC territory.

8o Motor

a - Has? Long hauls (in excess of 100 miles turn around)
will be held to the minimom consistent with meeting SOLOC*s supply o'bligations

- .V
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*b — Operatior.nl 0-rr.nr.i7^n.-^innl Motor transport aesltTied or
attached to Sections, except administrative vehicles, will he operated under
centralized control in the Office of the Section ^Prrnsportatlon Officer,

o - .Control of Mnvcugnts

(i) PfifInitionRi

(&) Internal Movcnents —Movements initiated and ex
ecuted within the "boundaries of one Section; all
movenents initiated in COltAD or in the area of
one of the Arnies of the Sixth Army Group and
executed A-?ithln these respective areas,

(h) Thron^h Movr.nsnt.s ^ All movements not ^1dthin
classification of internal movcnents.

//
f t

I,',

r ' V.

C2) gontrolt

• (a) Internal novenents will "be controlled "by Sectio:
Connanders,

("b) ^I?hrou£;h novenents will "be coordinated and con*-^
trolled "by this Headquarters. This control wll
normally "be exercised "by the isauanco of routln.
tininij', fuelinti "bivoue-cing instructions to
the Sections, V.'hen unusual conditions make fuj..
centralized control over all road movements
•tompo.rarily desirable, this Headquarters will
assume complete authority over all through move
ments and to the extent such moves effect in*'
ternal novenents.

111 6» Reporte!

Heports on Trans-portation activities will be held to the min-
imm consistent with this and other Headquarters receiving information require
for the orderly conduct of business*, Heports nov; being forwarded by the
Sections will be continued,^'

* * * S|{ ' * *

" AOTIVll-iaS 0? THB &HOUPS ^ OTP

*'!• Qontrol Group

The duties of the Head of the Control Group are given in Exhibit
"K",* In genera.l, raost reports on operations were continued in the ;
as In the Metlitorranean Theater of Operations. Since SCLOu opera es a
seni-indepondtly from Conrmnicatioiis Zone 3TCUSA» it was not necessa ^
adopt the sane reporting; procedures and renorts as used by tha i,-*
In order to keep the OCCT COM ZOlOl BTOUSa promptly informed on
in Southern France a d-aily telephone report on operations ^ ® ' OCCT.
from the Office of the Transrjortation Officer, EEajTA BiSiij Section 0
Attached Exhibit is a list of all recurring reports required y u
office. Exhibit "K"* is a list of all recurring reports required from this
Office. (*M^OTEj Exhibits K, J, and KHOT included in extracts but available
in file for docunentation),

I

.,op
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^2. Air Sron-n

a - Uncler the Mediterranean Theater the Air Cxroup v/n.3 the
official screening: af,'ency for all requests fron the fTrouncl forces for air
transportation. In STCUSA this screenini; is clone hy the Air Transport
Conmnd.

h - To insure that a centralized control is maintained and that
adequate records are avn-ilahle to ascortoih tonnaf.'c of air shipments. Staff
Menorandun ITo. 2, rlq SoLCC do-tcd 4 Jnnu^try was -Tuhlishcd and a letter,
suhject: "ilequest for Air Transporta.tion of Treiaht," was sent to DTlTtTA

Section and Continental ^idvance Section.

3. Personal Group

a - The purpose of this j::roup is t,o carry on the functions of
as outlined in current War Departnent puhlications and to servo as

a clearing agency for the collection of Infornaticn relating to "baggngG
scheduled to arrivei arriving, stored, forwarded, in transit# or shipped
fron the Theater with the cxceotinn of "erBonr-l effects of deceased, missing
in action, interned, or caoturcd "oersonnel which renains a Qa?='rteriTiaster
function.

"b —The work entails inquiries and claims of lost and unclaimed
^^•rage relative to ship, ccnvoy, vehicle, rail, truck or airplane which
calls for an ela"fcor?,te set of records of loe/in- and discho-rginEg of voaoels-,
force nunhers, hills of lading, oasscnger lists'," nanlfests and transportation
caoin hargage lists, alrwaj^ hills, railway express wayhills to he used for
reterencD and proper screening of ha-yage. C-^rd indexes are naintained show-
ing the movenent of all inconxng and outgoing haggaf;e until It is delivered

ovmer or shipped to effects depot at K-^nsas City, ^o.

i, ^ " ^3-06 Sections have "been contacted and a coordinatint- opera-
t" forward ha.ggagG of individuals and units toowners to insure fVinf. -...a ^ -.4.^-r.aa ins-nected.

-^«vtwxa.fauea nn lorwara Dop-gago oi inc.ivii-!-u.ctj.o — -•

^ insure that "baggage is received, for\-;arded, stored, inspected,
1• * packec. and crated, shipped in accordance with current Theaterpo icies and that unauthorized natter of inflannahle and explosive naturo

is not placed aboard ship. Supervision, preparation, execution of ccrti-
iicates, forns and tags are accoirrolished in comliance with letter this
lieaaquarters. subject: "Baggage i'oms," dated 28 Decernher 1944.

d - Definite policy in the disposition of effects of deceased,
missing in action, interned, or captured personnel has "been set up in
conjunction with the Qnorterinaster of the^ ^^eventh Arny, Sixth Army Group
and ?irst Tactical Air Torce in accnrdance with STGUSA letter dated 27
November 1944-, file .iG 352.3 Pp Subject: "Fersonol Effects and Lost
Barr:age, and SoLoC cable reference D3A-19938. Cite SSTPN 738, dated
6 Jrnuary 1945,

/

©- Pursuant to iUTOuSii Circular 121, do.ted 1 October 1944 and
iftD Letter aG 524 18 Au;ust 1944, OB_S_SPCT-M, subject: "Processing- of
Baggage fron Overseas," dated 29 August 194i' procedure for disposition
and hospitalization of ba. gage and personal effects for SOLOC territory

n
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was outlined in ca-ble this ^headquarters-reference
dated lO- Decenher 1944. i-rovision was na..e for ,g266 SSIH
with restrictions to surplus anounts in SOLOC =-^>10, refe^nce^^ 18266
ei6 SSGDS 2S Dccenher 1944. Head of Bar^ht'-e Group had nado inspections
field insolations and in collahoration with Base Soctipn. and
assisted in the formulation of a standard oper-atin:, inVSin.
alond with the estahlishnent of a •ba.-rado transportation _ this' terr'liory
B.^B which is to -be the center of deharkation of ha^-rafre from, this territory
to United States.

« * * * ♦♦

"4, • Wn-hf'.r G-rotxn *

a —Actual control of shlpoinr into out of
ern France continued under the control of ^ Vovenber 1944' the duties
activation of SCLCC under COM ZCIS BTGGSA. ^,d ^
of the Cormanders of the Naval Detachments _ Cnmnand-(^rClC) ^
Marseille were undertaken ^ the Frehch Naval . has assuned respn-
under the Prefect Maritime (ccIl^) > Tlic Prefect -r _ pej.forne.d "by
sihility for those duties in the Southern Brench ^ ^ Charge) are
the Bla,. Officer in char.rc. the Branch NOlC s controlled -
responsi-a..e for port duties-and local -vatrols, sailing Prefect Iferitino and,
coastal shipnin-: and constwise shippin,- as required nain_
Comnodore Liaison, Anerican and British (COltLAa) rcspecti ^ ^ j^ri-
tenance of swept channels. COMLAB naintains liaison ^ag '
time, coordinatinf; all shipping h-nterests. The respoq ^.g-^rdinp activities
Officer, ITorthern iurea (BCdA) is the direction COMLi'iB and the
of Southern Pre.nce Ports throuc:h the Prefect Maritin .
direct operc.tiona.1 control of naval forces.

—. j. Tirt •'̂ nnr Toulon Slid MaTseiHc
- . -b - With the opening: 3each closed on

operations at the,-"bep-ches were gradually closen y the carfo .
11 Scptenher; PjiiLTii 3each closed after completion of / . -ucr
on 20 SGpt'emher.;- C.£iK3L Seach closed operations early

c - The first Li^i^-rty ships_oonpieted
and at Toulon on 13 Septen'̂ oer. Three Liberties en^ q-,orts'pro-ressecl rapidly
afternoon of 15 Septcmhcr. Pehahilitation of ^ _ T^-^e^ty "berths"
and hy the end of Soptenher there were Port De 3ouc.
available in Marseille, seven (?) at Toulon-and ships
In spite of the remarkable profcress in nnkin,. ^ew f^igchar^-ed and by th
continued to arrive at a faster rate than they cou.ld
end of September serious i-^ort cpncostion threaten . during
situation <3 in 0 Mod canccll,cd . gituation'Inproved rapidly
the period 4 Cctobor- to 15 Gctolcr. ihe bcr ' (31) fu.ll Liberty
at Marseille and by 31 October there were thirty- ^ere forty-
Berths; by 30 November forty-three (43) and y dischar;-e of cargo
five (45). Nith the increase in bertninr facil
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increased nore rapidly tlian it C6utd;l5e.-frori the quays and "by the
niddle of October the •badkpllo had increased to over 4b 000 DWIT. The dl_
oharr;e rate was desreased on'all hhfpriority ammnltioA and other items
which-could-he easily, ole&red andjhll neaiis available concentrated on port
clearance., % S5 Octo'ter nornal diBchor^ '̂e'was resuihed', 3y. the. end of Wpy
enher ana:durlii::;;Decenher there have hceii many empty berths prior to the'
arrival of each new-convoy. The dischn.rpe' rate and turn-around time of
ships has ateaclily. inii^rovccl. Convoy UG5-^2 which conoleted discivirr:e on
31 Lecen'ber was turned around in less tha.n seven (?) days and the average
discharcTe per ship per day was 823 DV/LT,

iS-r

d " Independent sailinrs in the Mediterranean for cara:o ships
comnienced with Convoy UGS-50. Ships sailing independently inter
preted as "out of convoy either with or without escort"'as' differentiated
from "unescorted" which is "nut of convoy without escort." ha.s also
helped to speed up turn-around tine of shins.

e - In peace tine the Inland Waterways of France have formed "an
important part of the- transportation system At first looked
like-a large lift.could he obtained up the Shone Kiver and its trlhutarieB,
However, nany obstacles have been encountered and to date very little use
has been.made of them outside of a few hundred tons a day for port clearance
out of-Marseille and De 3ouc. Pirst. most of the channels were hlocked hy .
demolished bridges;- then extremely high water prevented navitcation. This"
was followed by m98t of the barges from Lyon and north'beinr^ frozen in the *•
ice.

.. - Inland Waterways are under control of the French Office of
National Navigation.- A'French'liaison officer has been attached to the.iv Jrencn liaison officer has oeen

Transportction Section to v/ork with local barrce operators in hand
ling ..irmy shipments. It-is ejqpccted that by Spring a considerable lift of
both KjL and coal can be; made by barr-;e— ufciii uo ma.ae oy Da-rF-^Oo

g - Certain reports are reauired from the Base Section concern—
ng shippln,^ activities at the portSo (Appendix Hos, 2, 3, 4 are copies

7ft of S\ippiy Situation Heports Hob. 1 through 3 covering throughecembor IQdda Appo^idix Ho, 5 covers agreement with the French. Civil
uthorities regarding the'use of'the ports^in Scuthem "France for

handling of
regaruing tne us

handling of civil supplies).

"5. Hail

a - The rehabilitation and operation of the railways for military
purposed are under the Director General, l^t Militarv Hailway Service, who.
is directly responsibic to the. Comandlng General, SOLOC. The 1st Military
Hailway Service has been, established as a separate command in much the same
manner as a Base Section is org^i '̂ed hnd units are assigned and attached to
the MdS in the same manner as to a' Base Section.
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•fa — 'within two days after the landings In Southern Franco the 7th
Arny was using the narrow gauge rail line from Frejus to St. Kaxlne to ha\a
atrunition fron DELTA 3oach. At first this was only a small Diesel powercl
car hut "by D—5 three trains a day were "boi^g moved .from Frejus to St. Maximo.

c — The first standard gauge lino ;nit into operation was I'roin St.
Saphaol to Carnoules tc Aix en Provence which had a capacity of 3500 tons per
day. The line fron Ai:: north to Grenohlo wrs open except for the "bridges
across the Durmce Rivor at Meyrargues and the Buech River at Sisteron.
Supplies were hauled hy rail to Meyrargues then trucked to Sisteron and then
hy rail to Grenohlc, Lr_ 9 Septcnhor a bridge was coraplctod at Meyrargues which
was strong enough for It aded rf.ixr&ad ^ ic he pushed across even thou^ it
could not carry an anr .>n 15 similar "bridge was conpleted
at Sisteron. The ca~^-'- ' oi" this li: ^ -•'» -ons. By 25 September the
line along the cast " >f.' of fh ; "lh( no -'a. :nr'\ vs ;T-"i.r north as Lyon with a
capacity of 3000 ton.: j " dry \Tr.L, ••p.f pino from Valence to Grenoble was
open with a capacity ct '5i^0U TPD,

d — The .demands for rail tonnage exceeded the capacity of the lines
and the first POM meeting was held on 26 Septon"bGr at SOS Advance Hq at Lyon.
The total "bids v;ere 8'i33 TPD vjhilc the "bids accepted totalled only 4923 TPD,
A3 the lines wcro reha,"bilitated and additional rolling stock and motive power
wore added the capacities increased rapidly. 3y 4 October the bids accepted
totalled 8350 Ti'D; "by 13 October 12,000 TiD; by 16 Hoven"ber 14,000 "by
26 Doccnber X5,000 TPD.

"6. Suiiplv Grmip

** *)« **

a — A^ion Project T-3-44 covering Transportation Corps supplies and
equipment for the invasion and subsequent n-rt opcrp.ticns in Southern France
was approved early in 194'".:, it became the rosp TiSibility of the Supply Branch,
Transportation Section, Headquarters, ferricts cf Supply, North African
Theater of Operations to obt^an the requ'.rod .matorlal and hold it in Theater
stocks.

b —Procnro;.-,. f,.'. offf:ct^,d "p placing requisitions on the New
York Port of EinbM'kati<- j. :• the roquiro.. ijrin.:, and holding them frozen in
depot stocks upon recoijt the dit: th-y were required for release for
shipment to SoutLorn Pia' .cc.

c — Transfer sunylios to Southern France was accompliBhed by
phased requisiti US'* on' insuring thit each ship on initial convoys was
fitted with sufficient- Tr, .nsportation Corps cargo handling gear to insure
conpletc and efficient discharge Under "nossiblo adverse conditions.

d —After the initial convoys, Transportation Corps npplies and
equipment v/ere pha.sed into each following convoy to provide a sufficient
a^o^int of cargo handling oquipnent as the tonnage discharge capacity in
creased and to provide repl.acenent for any losses incur-sd. Simultaneously
rcqn.isitions were placed on the New York Port of Fnbarkation for material
for direct delivery to Southern France in order to build up stocks Of
Transportation Corps material at that point.

I
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e - V/hen plans for the detachment of the Southern France area
from the Mediterranean Theater of Operations were formulated, and tho
•pro^jected closing of the Mediterranean Base Section hecane firm, a large
part of the Trexisportation Corps supplies and equipment in^the depot at
that location wore shipped to Southern France to further/"huild up^the
stock level. ^

f,— The Transportation Corps depot at Marseille was not oEta'b—
lished until after the port had "been In operation for some time, and as a
result of that situation, and the v/idespread area of aotivity and attsndont
confusion of the original and suhsoquent beach operations, a considerabXo "
amount of supplies was scattered about and not reoovered. Material from the I
original phased shipnentB is still coning into the depot as it is discovered [
in depots of other services, ©r in the hands of organizations not authorized i
to possess such itens. I

g —As a i'osult of the high recovery of items on phased requisi
tions, the very considerable shipments of nefiterial froiTi the depot at Oran
and the direct delivery of supplies from the United States, the Transportation
Corps supply situation in regard to cargo handling gear became very satis
factory at an early date;

h—Upon the organization of the Supply Group at this Head
quarters, it Was necessary to put Into operation a stock record system,
and to procure innediately a library of technical dr.ta, both of which are
primary requirements for the Intelligent Operation of a supply activity.
In the main, this has been done.

i - It was then necessary to ascertain the Transportation
Supply situation in Southern France as soon as possible, and stock record
cards soon indicated that It wa,s not necessary to place a maintenance
requisition on the Hew forh "^"ort of Bmbarkation in January 1945 for de
livery in April 1945.

j - Expanding port operations at M"rseill0 Indica-ted that
medium tugs vrere necessary for use in berthing ships and to augment
the available towing capacxw at the port. Arequisition has been placed
on the Hew York Port of Fnt-./.-'-ation for siz nodiun tugs.

k - The planning >r Military .Elo.ilway operations for the
invasion of Southern Franco acconpllshed hy Military Railway
Service, Horth African. Thci.ter of Operations. Requisitions for loco
motives, track Tiaterial. bridging, water and fuel oil stations and
communications equipment were Initiated by Military Railway Service and
processed through the Supply Branch, Transportation Section, Head
quarters, Service erf Supply, Horth African Theater of Operations. It
was the responsibility of the Supply Branch to insure delivery of this
matorial. Although Military Railway Service controls their own supplies,
rGquisltions for their requirements are processed through the. Supply Brajich
Transportation Section of this Headquarters. The Suinoly Branca,

Section acts as liaison between Military Railway Service,
FBOaRu and other Supply Services within the Theater covering railway
/oquironents.

\
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1 The SuT)ply Branch, Transportation Section, edits' all Military;
Ballway Service reqaisitions hefore forwarding to rBliBiPK, extracts items that
can he supplied hy other Services from Theater Stocks, is resppnsihle for pro
curement and follow-up of railway supply demands^ prepares reports pertaining
to these supplies, h^oodles all correspondence for railway supplies and main
tains files" fox' sdineV niaintains reirods of. Militsary Eallway Suppilea, maintains
record of shipments and forwards this informe.tion to Military Eailway Service^ .

n - All supplies ordered "by Military iiailway Service for operations
for the invasion hnve "been received with exception of locomotives and track
material. Of the original, ten (lO) sixty-five (65-ton) Diesel Slectric and
eighty-seven (O?) 2-G-O Steam Locomotives ordered, all Diesels have been re
ceived, forty-four (44) of the 2-C-O Locomotives have been received and the
remaining forty-throe (43) 2-6-0 Locomotives are scheduled to arri^ on the
SSATEaIH LaKLHJjii&T ajid SlD"i.TiiAlK TiSXAS for discharge at Cherbourg the l^ter
part of January 1945. ' as-demolition to railway right-of-ways ®,
less extensive than first estimated it was decided to cancel all tr •
for Southern France; although some had been loaded for shipment, the
track material v/as cancelled.

n —As demands for motive power increased, thirty-fi've (35)
Locomotives are being sent here from Uorth Africa, and thirty (30J are ng
diverted from shi'^^nents from the United States destined for Italy. wen y^
two (22) have been received from North Africa and twenty have been
diverted to Southern France from Italy shipments,

"7. Highway Group

•a Uioon the arrival of COM ZOHE MTOUSA AivMce
15 September,-truck operations were proceeding-over an area s e . lo^er end
the Southern coast of Franco to the Province of Kaute
of the network trucks were loaded at the beaches and ports ^ P
.„11 upon lonlint ^
was based in two general areas at opposite ends of Marseille-
Comnunicatio.ns Zone and Arny truck companies were station tern.
St. aaphael area and Army Truck strength was centered at th
inus of- the road net. , Singly and in snail groups of f t
6 X 5's speeded along the winding, tree-lined routes of *
Meanwhile, as the Port of Marseille increased the tonnage h ^
increasing truck strength was employed in port . ?4..hour
Port uJe Bouc where POL increased daily in amount of discharge. ,
truck shuttle operoation was proceeding at giste?on around the ' ,
the rail at Manosque and carrying it to the railhead at ^ ^ high- '
demolished railroad -bridges between these, two - voiione.
way route from the coast north was through Mx, via ^ through Voiron,
SiLeron, Serres to Grenoble. Prom Grenoble the route lead too^h Voiron.
Lancin, Bourg to Lons Le Saunier, to traffic adequately'
route, although mountainous south of Grenoble, han.i Engineers in repair-
thanks to the speedy and efficient work of the Corps of Engineers in i
ing strategic bridges.
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2643rd^ two Movement Control orgejiizations, the 6690th and
-^rmjr area with littl^^e=ely centered in the coast area and
The Micheiin rond overage on the long, intermediate exprnses of road
in i coP^.^ors and drivers
weather permitted MvouaeW i military sifening. The nild
availahle only at seattere^of point, although raotor. fuels wereeuj-y at Bcatterad points and in small amounts.

U.S. Army traffic°fron'̂ thp^r^* of Uctoher action was taken to divert nost
from Aix to Tlenne thence tn^T° ^ Valley route, north
Lons Le Saunier PoUrnv -^^in and along the old route throuegh 3ourg,the safety hazaks encoLtere^orth" eliminated •,
and French traffic, French tr«r?f Grenoble route and separated the -'unerican

traffic continuing to utilize the G-ronohle route,

Xiyon due to lack^of^Srid.-?'̂ ^^^ traffic was diverted around
organization v;as "bp-^trt rr ^ Hietropolitan center. iWement ControlBet up at Vienne f Ifcseillo on 25 September. Traffic Posts were
Zone MTOUS.ti iidvance n and Bourg. This layout agreed upon by Com

•of the 2643rd Moverienf ^ representatives was operated hy personnel
statistics at this np-r-? Croup newly arrived from Coreica.. Reliable
a check of Trrffin ro«4.° practically irnpossible' to obtain# However
September revealed tv,i.t.^QAA Sisteron on the Grenoble route on 20^cips. • • 800 trucks passed through bound north for Army

of Continental'̂ Ad^o^ November, with the organization and in--ice at Bijon and Traffln Section at Dijon, a Movement Control
f ^tieny, Pesnes Grffh - Langres,
een operating Traffin Pa The 6690th personnel who had

for use by the Army Ab^ -i-rea were ..then x\rithdrawn
unctions were exercispH -p au October central MoVejnent Control

^etachnent. All con^rnl. ® ZOIJB MTOUSA Advance - • ^
ation Section. were cleared by the Highway Group of Trsmspor— ' <

the Marseille area and rpi^^^!! iu the Comnunicationb .Zone was centered in • . •"
Equipment of the 097th ^ ^^eat extent' by Army truck coiiip?>nies. '•
accomplished and aided ' other AAA Lttalions was

^ handling the. trqck oonnitnents. .

area to Vesoul was isoo capacity from the Marseille
truck and plane, the arpi *4.^"''̂ other Army tonnage arriving by
supported, of which 40 nnn Ch-enoble 320,000 troops were being
and Corps and 125,000 were 25,000 Air Corps, 100,000 Division
of 500 tons per day, MecMn was being delivered at the rate
tons per week.per division arriving at the rate of 5
arriving daily for U,S trnnT^o Corps supplies, 100 tons were
and IV were coning fn-'at tbf- ^ tons for the French. Ordnance II
and 100 tons for U.S, •. ICO tons per day for the French
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h « COM ZOKS truck strength as of tho 20th September was-princi-
pally concentrated in l^rseille areas, Sichteen (iS) truck complies were .
in operations , of--which six Ce). were UUKW, The 437th and 097th being
equipped and activated ae the 284th-^ rnd 285th QM battalions, with three
companies each*. - In addition the 7040th Italian Battfilion was in operation
hauling oxuno in convoy ta the' Army duirq? at Burgoing from Beaches.

i On -the 26th of October truck fetrengthat Marseille consisted
of eight (8) XJ 'S" Truck Conprnies: ten (io) Truck CooppuieS. ten UOr
Italian Truck., Conpanies » five (s) French Truck Groups, and a.civilian, driver
pool-of 213 vehicles and 131 civilian vehicles. This total truck stfength
of 2,535 ve.-hicles i. due to high deadlineb and operating difficulties, re- .
suited in an fctual working truck strength of 1670 vehicles, Bendlino rates
were ZO '̂ for V S controlled vehicles and 40^ for French military. At this
tine four (4) U S Truck Comxvanies were- ot.^ratine in the;7t^ Army area. even
(7) French groups with strength.of 1,360 vehicles were ^ ®
French Arny 'area. Ahcut the lOth October the use of COM Z0H3 trucks for. lon^
hauls were embargoed by COM ZCI^ 2-iTCuSA jidvance Detachment and rail lines
began to carry the bulk of Army requirements in increasinf: amounts,, j.p

J —C^n 1 December 1944 vehicle strength was distributed as follows.

At Marseille... vehicles
. 535 «

6th jirmy Group..; .2,333

These fig-ures include U.S. Military, French Military, civilian and Italian
operated vehicles. About 10 December 1944 DSLTa truck strength, at
Marseille^ hit a peak of 3,200 vehicles r.nd truck strength w-'̂ s then reduced
at that point with diversions to the Sete—An^ '̂oulen operation, 7thArEy,
First French ^iriny and COlbiD. At present DSLTa BiSS truck strength .is approxi
mately 2200 vehicles and COM^iD truck stren^:th is approximotely 765 vehicles.

k - Early in December lO-ton semi-trailers and 5-ton tractors for
twelve (12) Truck Companies began arriving at Marseille. This equipment ted
been pla.nned and requisitioned in August 1944 by' Chief of Traneporta.tion,
HaTjuSA, AdcLitional carrying caoaclty of this equipment as com-ared with
the conventional 2-1/2 ton 6 x 6-is niding greatly in cleexnnce in Marseille,.,
The arrival of 2^1/2 ton 6x6 COD, long wheel base trucks at Marseille in -
December was an added help in port clearance,

^ 1 - The 100th 103rd Infantry Divisions rdus the 14th Division
were no-ved from Marseille to Army Area in the second week of November, On the
16th of ITovember,. the 1st DMI- (French Infantry) moved to the Bordeaux Area
from First French Terri-tory, This same unit was moved back to First
French ^irny jiren on the 30th of December, Infantry elements of the 63rd,
42nd and 70th Infantry Divisions were o' ved from Marseille to Army Area on the
15th of December. These moves of large tactical units were, completed success
fully with security despite the great distances, parr comunications and
scarcity of reguliiting; personnel,

n — On November 9th this Headquarters assumed functions of . v-
coordination ' of all highwnj'- moves with Headquarters COM ZOHE ETOUSA, other
Com SCxID aTOUSa Sections and 3rd Army,
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SI TI r "f Hoven-her driver strength of -nil ^its in/ ,^\ % ^"tly increased under ±iTOUSA directives pernittintT forty—
rxvers, in, addition to stren^t^ specified in T/0 & E 10—

' ^ IS xirOf r^ "been hindered "by the low priority assirned to personnel requisition .and the shortaE'e of colored driver reinforcements,

o— On 30 pool'of ap-.roxinately lOOO vehicles
^oeean assenl,lxnG at Jijon. Inabilitrof r^l lines to forward tonna<ne
^i.50w-^30100""®-®°^^® operation the only alternative means toisohar5.,e LOG responsi-binties, Pour (4) Truck Conpanies equipped, with
10-ton^seni-trailers end tractors were drawn from jSLTA 74.33. Six (s) ..

ruck Conpanies e^ipped with IC-ton seni- tr-ilers and tractors were draiin-
with 200^L son +Sections. These vehicles will he reinforced^ tn ^00 to 300 trucks,from COh'id; stren^^h and will shuttle supplies from

'^ille to Amy dumps north and west of xjpinal,
nellt capacity to Army dumps equals
"8. groopa

♦ * * *

•n-rn,r ^ ^ ^ ^riE'dnal service troons, as set up on UitAGCOK Troop List,
COh .increased responsihillties place.d on

A ^^.Qcem'ber .to .ease this situation.

troops reauLed^tfnest'̂ ''̂ ^® '̂' ° '̂̂ ® Presented on Transportation. Corpset various situations, i^e?,

^0 rnake let Trench Army self supportin:"^-

^2) - To support additional Ix-encli Troops
-^3) To handle additional territory to he added to SOLDO

^"bring SOLOC to maximn capacity

* * • * *

a - Determined pe-sonnol to he hrought from Italj'- to France.

h - Organi-'.ed Trancpcrtation Section and <issit':ned personnel
to various branches and Srou .?-

Onxr.P, Men..rar,c-a:. outlining duties and recponsi-
hilities of Eeads of Branches ond functions of Oroups.

d - Secured office space in new Headquarters building and organ
ized move.

e Determines and controls office functions and procedures.
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_ ^ " Since the inre.sion of Southern Prance activities of thePlanning Branch have "been limited to a study of territory to be covered with
a particular emphasis upon existing transportation facilities and their
state of repair., Sstior.tes and forcasts of requirements and capacities of
principal ra.il lines have been prcpa-red^

v.-

a —fthile it -±s the ;:uaction of movements to accept^ plan and
process all bids for cu-go, personnel, units and vehicles, the Movements
Group has been more concerned with apodal moves of all kinds due to the
conditions existing in the SOLOC area. This includes the planning, super
vision and execution of these moves.

b This includes movements of large units such as regiments or
visions frori the States to their ultimate destination and special movements

such as exchange of repatriates, displpced persons, refugees, etc. One such
move involved approximately 9^000 individuals.

c -• Since rail has been limited, normal high priority rail bids
have been handled as a regular operating procedure. These moves have, In
most cases, been very urgent and necessitated constant supervision. Cargo
such as coal, .POLj, and other badj.y needed materials were controlled in a like
manner by the Cargo Unit of Movements Groupo

• "•>. 'V

' • '''n * j
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Ohsptor VII

HEA.2DQUAEmS
COMMUITI GABIONS 20KS

EUEOPEAir THBAM OT OP]imA.TIONS

00 6l 3 Hbv 19¥f

Bstablishjoent of Southern Lin© of CoimminicationB -I
Annoxmcement of Assignment _II

I BSHABLISHKBm? OF SOUTHEHI^ Lim OF COMI-IPITICOITIONS

Effective 20 Kovomhor tho Conuminications Zono, Baropeaa Thoator
of Operations, U.S. Army, is charged vith tho adminifltrativo and logistical
support of the Sixth Army Group and attached Air Porcos, To acconplish
this mission, a Southern Lino of CommunlcationB is ostahlishod within tho
Communications Zono, European Thoator of Oporatlons, U.S. Army.

II _ AMOtJNOEKEIHir OE ASSIGNMEINT

Eor the purpose of administering the Southam Lino of Comiminioations,
Oomioinications Zone, European Thoator of Operations, Major General T.B.
Larkin is assigned in command thorof, and for this purpose is appointod
Deputy Commander, Communlcatione Zone, European Thoator of Operations,
U.S. Xrjsxy v/ith station at APO 750-

By command of Lieutenant Oonoral IBB:

OFFICIAL:

H,B. lOBD,
Brigadier General. GSC, Chief of S^aff

(s) R.B. Lovott
(t) E.B. LOVETT

Brigadlor General, USA, Adjutant General

DXSTRIBUglOlT:
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HSJA-DQIL^ETSRS soloc
OI*PICB OF TE-UrSPOKEATIOU OFFICIGR

MPO 39 i. u S ABI^r

Kmamnm to: O-lj (p) Docomter ISMt
SOBjaCT I Estimfito of Supply Situation - Boport No. 1.
I - fOBt OPEBiVtlOWS

S'SeSi,'"" •=--
U -- .HiggffiLY

•nrpBflTit^n^^^ Btrongth In SOLDO and Army aroas is not adoanato for
panies ^^ovor, tha oi^t (S) now truck coii>^
tractor tmrlrn 1--^ for SOLOC vdtii lo-tor. semi—trailers ^rui ^toa
Interior to SoW^\hr^+ proscntly cnrcutc from tho 2ono of
OroxtD tnjyo+>^ -4.^ w ^ aon^nioB "boing loanod "by ETOUS^l to Sixth Anw
S^^ocfefL^ ^th French ana .hnorican Truck companies prosontly opSinT
?^c?1iSon/ ^uffioiont truoks to allc^. tho present c?ltlca? '̂
Ill - HA.I1

the
^U-ap of stookB in cOHAD^t^ 1 &roup, attadird J.-.ir Forces and foj
city Of this rail conn •Unr- froF. Mai •sci i.le,. Tho total oapa-
7th Army and. let French A™v " ? 1^,000 BWLT por 6^7. Distri-bution to7th Army and let French A™^ " ? 1^,000 BWLT por 6^7. Bistri-bution to
%inal-LaaoTiUo and Bosa^fL f"® ^-alUieads in th(
ty rail to 7th Amnr and Aaily dolivorios
Novomher inclusive iroro ^ 600 -^rmy during tho poricil 20 ifov-mbor to 30roro j,boo BWla per day and 2,000 BVOt'; par day rospoctively
XT' - gROQPS

1^3,000 iLon. Hbwovcr. otl-j Iro to ? ^ "DIvIsIoia Slicott of about
supporting rathe.* s^-n-i-n of a lar^-- proportion of
was limitod to capVaio o- Ka--oj''io^fri ^"Ution the -copo of the oporatloi
up tho Hhono 7alley.. jVuo to"tho''aadiif' advance about 225 nd]
without aproportiLto L;ro2o tn .lr^^ divisior
at about -fj^QOO noa. Estondion of tht. oivision slico now sta
that originally co.ntoir)latcd has a'-ded a f f^
iindor study Tsy '^3 .'>nc1 dote-^-'e of x^hor j.oau....-.:^ situation is nov

z>J *°
V - FIPFHHEl & IJiilAlLj I/ATSRMtVli:

To bo-covorad in. subso^uont vopt.ro«e.
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HEAIJ^TIAJITERS SOLOC
OI^FICE OF TEAtTSPOHTliTiail OFPiaSE

^0 39 - U S AHlir

19 Docemher 1941i-

MEMOHiVUDUM TO; (P)

SUBJECT ; Estimate of Supply Sitiiation —Eoport No, 2

I - POET QPSEhlTIGNS

a,. Daily avorago discharge at ports of Southom Prance:

Wook Ending; Conoral CariSio ^lOioGlod Tohiclos Bulk POL Total

3/12 15,017 1,^3 1,761 18,221
10712 19,151 1,073 2,5'̂ 8 22,772
17/12 17,61^- 1,155 2,8Sl^ 21,683

"b. Daily average port cloaranco for the same period:'

Week Ending- Conoral Cargo Whoolod 7ohiclos Bulk POL Total

3/12 7,359 7,5^7 609 15,516
10/12 5,572 8,711 691 i!i,97'+
17/12 6,010 7,111 358 I3,lt79

Cargo on quay I7 Docombor —18,795 DWIT

c. As of ISOO hours I7 Doconhor, 32 ships woro discharging
at ports of Marseille and Eq Booic; two (2) woro awaiting horth and throo (3)
woro roady to sail»

II " HIGHWAY

a. Operations for tho past two weeks havo "boon confined to
port and railhead cloaranco, Dong distance vehicular moves havo 'boon confined
to over SOLOC road nets and organizational moves, Ordnance stock transfers
or su^Dply neves by vehicles not under SOLOC control,

bo Tho following arc figures of vchiclos operating in SOICO
on tho date indicated:

Total Doadlinod Acct
Dat0 7ohiclos World.ng Doadlinod No Drivers

DEIffiA aiaE*12/12 " 2,832 2,178 552 102
COmD 15/12 303 182 lO^I- 17

JM' ^ "9
^ Average of day and ni/Jit shifts,

a Bquipnont and training of 12 newly arrived truck con^anios

1



vdth tonr-toa somi'-'trailcrs. and ':ri::ton t-'mclcs is progroscinr-' as rnpidll7
possi'blOs Ail no;? ^ohiolU; 7.3 'or.nuctcd to "be ia.ra;?
10 January 19^^ •

loiig.liauls "by truck are confined to isolated aner-
gency shipnentB vdiich''ard tlwrougjiiy scroonod^

III - SA.II,

a^ Tho cajmcity of 2hono Valley linos rorruxins tho soc:
lU|000 U'D throu(^ to 3I Doconttor Full tonnage stili not' utilized,

' * "b# POM Oonforonco allocated full comfiitmonte for coni:<
poriod 21-31 ^oconbor Inclusivo, boing nocossary to cut 6,75 tons fron total
*bld8»

• ' ' " fco ' ^^onnago capacity fron lunovlllo to Saarotourg no* J*
not tons por day to >0 increased .to I4500 v/hcn douW-O track Intp. Jfcitoica:-

-xon^ilotod-about-20,•Bbc '̂bor^ and^ adocLuato dispatching c?.rcults arc ostabllsh:
also, about fl&no datbg Estimate for lino from Sarrohourg to Strashourg is tv:

: ...vrcbks, viion'turmol botwoon thoso tv;o points is complctodo ^V'ithin 3 days aft:'
* •TOOuing of *tunnol now ostimatod on 25 Eoconhor, I'lHS v/xll *bo ablo to handle

4500 TPD throu^ Bpinal to Strasbourg or any portion of it to distances shor*
of Strasbourg®

d® Cars undor load romainod a prohlom, particularly it ^
-7-tii-Jinny Areaj avofaging considerably about daily ostablishod- avorago of 50O
cars® Further, a backlog of ovor 1000 cars awaited movomont into 7th Army
PailhcQds® Cablo issued to 6th Army Group and 7th Arn^ directing action to b'
.takon®

- f'

- '.jr / ^.:^C ^

*''• • • - •: -f.. - ^ p-,.' '

^ j' iSr.- , • V .
.'st.;, •; .'tX',-'.

- -v . .-v. r' •

*» • . -

*» ?-,•
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APPIilKDIX 17n. A

(Chapter VII)

HELUXiTJABTERS
OPFICE OF THANSPOHDATIOIT OPPICBH

JiPO 39 - U S ABIfir

1 Jan-oary 1945

MEIMOnAirotJM TO; OJA (P)

SUBJECT % Estinato of Supply Situation - Eoport Ko. 3

I - POST OPEBATIOI^

!• ttal.cy at'orago discharge for the 14--day period ord—
ing 1800 ho-ore 30 Decorator was3

Bulk POL -.,.4,460 DVM
Wheeled Vehicles 840 "
G-onornl Cargo ......13^750 "
Total,......- .19,050 "

*. V^

Cargo afloat, ronaining to "bo dis
charged at the close of the period 31,588 DWLT

Total average port clearanco over
sane period ,
Water (inland Wator\^ays) 464 DWIZU
Highway. 7,840 "
Hail .4,670 «

- • . 12,974

Cargo remaining to to cleared from
minys, 25,785 DVM
(This is an increase of approxi
mately 8000 tons ovor that re
maining on the quays om 16 Docomtor)

During this period there has toon a vory narked ic^tevo—
nent in the turn around tine of ships. All vossols from UGS 61 corg^lotoly
discharged and sailed, oxoopt two which arc under repairs, with an average
um around tine of 7 days 17 hours. UCS 62, consisting of 16 ships was
urnod around in 6 days 18-4 hours. The total cargo discharged in this

convoy was 89,576 DV/LT, The average discharge per ship was 828 DM. On
the 28 Docontor thirteen vossols discharged an average of 1,115 tons per
vessel. This discharge was acoonplishod somewhat at the oxponso of tack-^
piling cargo in the q.uays# Cargo ronaining on the quays increased to ap-

19,000 DM during tho discharge of UGC 61, tut dropped to 4,000
DWLT Just toforo tho arrival of UG^ 62 and increased to almost 28,000 DM?
at the tine DCS 62 was completed. However, most of this cargo should to
cleared toforo tho arrival of tho next convoy.

^ 3. Commencing ^d.th UGS 66 Convoy cycle will to decreased to
iivo days.

- 1-



•v/ith ton-ton soni^^trailcrs. ami 'motor- tT-acIcs is progroscin^j; aa rripidlT"
poasi'blo^ .ill no-.f 7ohio.x or.ouctcd to "bo roaijr ifor ia.n.ic'
10 January 1945, • •

r* \ •

—loiig^l^tils "by tirack are. confinod to Isolated BEie3>'
gency shipments which'ard thofou^iy scroonodo "

III ^ HiVIL

ill rim-rt capacity of Hhono Vajloy linos rcnalns the sono,14,000 TPD throu(^ to 31 Doconhor 1944, Pull tonnage stili not' utllizod,

nr4nfl vi 'ti T)' h, POM OonfoTonco allocated full comftitmonta for coniflbococCbor Inclusiro, hoing necessary to cut 6.75 tons fron total

f -

. . Co " '̂ Domago capacity fron liunovillo to Saarobourg now 33^
i incroasod to 4500 a?PD when doublo track Intp. IJnbornonl^

^ t^nd'adoq^nato dispatching circuits aro ostablishodalso aoout fieno fln+.n au. .ftiftrt aWf r ^ and'adoq^nato dispatching circuits arc ostablisfloa
t' *iatba Estimato for lino from Sarrobourg to Strasbourg is two

' totwooh those tv/o points is coiup)lotodo ^^ithin 3 dc^s after
' "^00 ?PD OBtimatod on 35 Docombor, mS will bo ablo to handle

^ StrasboS Strasbotirg or any portion of it to distancos short

.. •Tth^A^v'A Undor load romainod a problem, particularly
Pftrn ^ avotaging considerably about daily bstablishod-aVorago of gOO
Baiihnnflo Q, backlog of ovor 1000 cars awaitod movomont into 7th Army
taken. •*• iBsuod to 6th Army Group and 7th Army directing action to to

!; g, j •• SJ, . •
h f ' • • .h';nwr- „ - • • • '. .•;•.• : rrr.
is • 2 •-

i ?.i

• H•
• S; ; S -::\ • •

f •'s^ 't;.''..* ,• ••'.•.••r • . ' " •••• ' '•- ... .- • • » * i;' .• . . '

f »• ,•
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APPENDIX ITq, 4

(Cliaptor YIl)

HEiUDQUAHTERS
OPPICB OF THaUSPOHDiVPIOM' OPPICBH

APO 39 - tr S ASIiy

1 January 1945

MEMOUmitJM TO: GJ4 (P)

SUBJECT s Estinato of Supply Situation - Roport IFo. 3

I - POET OPERATIONS

• 1. The tiai.Ly rAo.TT-go discharge for the 14-day period ond-
ing 1800 hours 30 Doconhor was?

Bulk POL ^...4,460 BVttT
Whoolod Vohiclos,» 840
Oonoral Cargo .*13^750 "
Total.... .19,050 "

Cargo afloat, romining to ho dis
charged at the close of the poriod 31,588 LV/LT

Total average port cloaranoo ovor
sano period •
^ator (inland Waton-;?iyB) 464 IMF -
Highway 7^840 "

.4,670 «
12,974

Cargo ronoihlng to ho cloarod fron
DVET

(This is an incronso of approxi—
natoly 8000 tons ovor that ro-
tiaining on tho quays on. 16 Boconhor)

Luring this poriod thoro has hoon a vory narkod irmiovo—
nont in the turn around tlno of ships. Ml voesols fron UGS 61 coi:i)lotGly
^schargod and sailed, oxcopt two v/hich aro under repairs, with an avorago
turn around tine of 7 days 17 hours. UOS 62, consisting of 16 ships was
turned around in 6 ^ys IB-qj- hours. Tho total cargo discharged in this
convoy was 89,676 LV/LT, Tho average discharge per ship was 828 DW. On
thq 28 Doconhor thirteen vessels discharged an avorago of 1,115 tons per
voBsol. This discharge was accorgpllshod sonowhat at tho osponso of hack^
piling tho q^.ys. Cargo ronoinlng on tho quays incroasod to ap-
amJ DVM? during tho discharge of UG3 61, hut dropped to 4,000arrival of UGS 62 and incroasod to alnost 28,000 IMF
at the tlno UOS 62 was coi::q>lotod. However, nost of this cargo should ho
cleared hoforo tho arrival of tho next convoy.

^ Connoncing id.th UCS 66 Convoy cycle will ho dooroasod to
five days.

- 1 -
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4.0 nJhoro hnpj no nct?.vit.y in I'.nl'ir.d w.-'.cm.'re
At the closG of '".ho period onl/thb'h-o-rcX > iondod -wlt.H 5^.00 lino \:a^ no-f.-if: it
the COltiU) nroa and fiftoon (i5,). loticlod witli copJ. ^/oro frozon xn
liontcoau los 1-0,11080

h"orv/,55:o=iGTuv:c 1:0
II HAIL 2 U O^A,

U v-r
!• ' Boll lino capacitlos la act teas por day ciro revised as

shewn for poriod 1 10 January 1945 oad hlds wore accop'tod oa the rovleod
oasisJ : ;-r :ircr.A .\

I'^TBoiilo #- "Vhlonco
Taionco - Dijon
Dijon —longros
DangrosABarigoy La Goto
Barisoy La Coto«5?o\il-Hancy-BlalnvlllG
Longros -'^inal'
%)inal Blainv3.Xlo
Bloinvillo —Strnahouxg
St. •napha61*A'j\lX
Alz A Or^jnohlO" * ' \
ynloncb".-r>. Grtonohlo
Gronohlo —'.Dolo • • •
Dolo — Bosoncon
Dijon Dole (Either DirQCtioa)
Bosancon Vosonl
"Vesota - Luro (via Aillorviiiors)

15.000 DV/I/Ur
12,000 H

9,000 It

3,000*
2,000* n'~

6,000.'
6.000" ••
4^500# n

•X 2-000 n

v; ®

• 3.000 n

3,000 n

7,500 If

4,500 11

-• 3,000 n

3,000 n

ITotoJ—* Tho ooEinitncnt of 3|000 not tons per day ITouf'c}intoa"i>AE!o'ul--lJancy^
BlainviXlo Is contii^qnt i^on confirnatioa of tcntntivo uadcrstnadlng with
Hq 2nd tlliS that .thoy con" hondlo this- tonnogo. Dho rail distnaco Lragros-
Blainvlllo "by. way of ToaWToncy in :oaly -3 Kn^,. groator than "by v/oy of %)inol
and on account *of operating conditions and grados tho state thoy
can handle I20O gross tons por train Houfchatoa'Ur-^o'ul-lTancy as cor.:gparod to
BOO grcm9:„tQ^i^ ppr* train "by way :of Spinal* -

# Hoferring to soconS paragraph letter 17 Boconhoro Opoalng of lino throu#
tunnols botwopn .Sarrwhoi^g and Snvorno 22 Doconbor pomits the handling of
4,500 tons Sarrobourg t'd Strasbourg area* V/ith- conplction of doublo track

cpnrnmicatlons and other facilities will iacroaso this to

©At ,rQ(pio6t" qf adpppSt'po^r conditions,' the 2,000 ton
coxzaltnp^^:;fqr''nilh Aix to Oronoblo is withdrawn and thig ton-
na^g MarsoiHo to" Dijon*' "^i^ill continuohandling,;iioyo-irqr,^iJ^ S^."tii;A^z-AJronoblo-, a train of Ilod Cross s-appliog
and such,.'oinorlriilltdr^'no^ffi jnoy bo necessary via that route.

last portion
* , • 1•'. ^ » r» , I ' JJQ CUUput on-all loading's for.wMj^^^Y.th Arciy and Pirst •2'ronch iimy aurora.

aroa. At regulating sidtibns'-'gdd forward railheads noro than 8 days supplio
wore in railway cars aVaitind bnloadii^ir ot ^ ^n+rr^ -pndlhoads

Au xuguj.ai>iiig siiai>ions pjia lurwarci railheads noro •Dnan o ^.lays sunpl
wore in railway cars aVaifing unloading or novcnont inlro railheads,for un^
loading. At this writing, no substrMial reduction has boon offQCtea.,

- 2 -



3» At .tlio closo of tho period loadod qars at railheads in
tho forvraJrd area wcro as follows:'

CAS 360 V/j ' '̂*v' ^
7t.h ArEQT 762 y\ '̂ y' : '
Air Corps 248 -.9
1st Frpixch Amy- 650
Total- •: . 2,000 ••- V . ,

111 EIGHViAyS -

. . 1* ITotahlo hi^woy p>orsonnol novos in tho last twd v/oOks
worot

1st DMI (French) from jVngoxilono to InmoTilld ' -
•42nd Division fron I%rsoillo to Mbtz
70th Division fx^on Marsoillo to Sarrohourg
63rd Division frcn Marsoillo to Sarrotoxirg

2« Previous instraotions prohibiting cargo through Lyon ha"vo
booh rpBCindpd this Kcadquartors«. A traffic control station and" bivouac
aroa havo boon ostahlishod at Lyon and nost northbound traffic vdll now
flow throu^ that city* Tho follo\^^ine aro daily c^orago truck -statistics
for Doconbor 13th to Doconbor 26th:

Total Doadlinod Acct

'• Tohiclos Working Doadlinod ' ITo Drivers ,

DEnirA BASB 2,955 2,213 585 .157 '•; * .
COHAD . 320 P15 1Q4_ 1
TOTAL .. 3,275 2,428 -689 . 158

. -3. Tho following northbound traffic novod ovpf"SOLOC*roads
during two wook period ending 29 Doconbor: -

^ , BX DEUTA BASB UK OOlLiD'
• r-TTjr

r.

ITunb.or of. cargp-vohiclbs" " ,. 3,549 ' • ^840
. ,* Muribor; of .Porsonnpi . ' • id,256 ' 1,799

.. .To.nnago. o-f-TJ- S Supplios; , 1,442" 1,156,4.'
Tonhago .of prgani-zationai pquipngnt ' 3,504 '• ' 958 '.i '•

VI. V- .SDPPLY-- .^' ^

1® Motive Powor

a « The loconotivo" situation in Southern Franco is stead
ily boing roliovod with an incroaso in tho nxinbcr of locono'civos loadod on
each convoy. Twonty-four (24) 2-8-0 loconotivcs have boon rocoivod up to
and including UGS«62 convoy, with ton (lO) noro on UG-S. .03 against roquisL-
tion A-194, covering Southorn Franco roqulrononts, TDt-CxAIK advises that
four (4) loconotivos havo boon sot up for floating on "JGfS.-64 convoy and
six (6) for DGS-65 convoy against this requisition. Tho romining 2"8-'0
loconotivcs on requisition A-194 will bo floated on tho SBATIAIU LAEEHUEST
and TEXAS along with other loconotivcs for 3T0USA. SEATEAIiT lAESHUEST and
TEXAS will discharge at Chorbourg, with tho LAXEHUHST schodulod to arrive
13 January 1945 and tho TEXAS 21 January 1945.

- 3 ^
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"b T.n adfilt'lcTj '-o "^-ho p--8--0 loconoti"^os roqnostod o>i *.^1''
roq:aiaitio32. :'iio Lir.x^TiVi'o ' 5." > ; - 3--C !i-v c,:.r-jt/; rjs. :it.
aro "boing shipped hox'-Or o£ -.vhicx^ 3:LX"x^;cj. (lo^^ t.OLroady hnr^o hcon rccoivei.
Shipping Order MRS-70 covers the rcDainiiig ninotoon (l9) v;hich will "be float
ed as fo-st as shipping spaco hoconos avoilahlc. In this caso oach convoy
out of Gran is lifting loconotivos for Southorn Franco.

c « Thirty (sO) 3-8-0 loconotivos aro "being diverted to
Southorn Franco fron loconotivos destined for Italy in Italy "bound convoys
against requisition A-180 covering Italy roquironcnts. Sixtoon (l6) l0coa)-
tivos in connection with this diversion havo "boon rocoivod, xvlth foixr (4)
noro in TJGS-^3. It is oxpoctod that diversion of the rooalning ton (lO)
con "bo accon^llshod "by UG-S-65 or 66 convoy conploto the total of thirty
(30) to ho divortod.

d - Loconotivc roqulrononts for Southern Franco woro os-
tinated at ten (j.O) 65-.ton IDiosol olectric and eighty—sovon (8?) 2-8—0
Stoan loconotivcs ocvorod h;,- requisition Jl-194rt ^uo to Obhor Arny crjrgo
having priority fo:"' d^jclc lonciing over loconotivos PEI-IBAR"'! was una.'blo to
noot original pliasod schedule on loconotivos for this Thc:atoro ^hcroforo,
thirty (30) 2-8-0 "loconotivos aro "being divortod fron shlpnonts to Italy '
and thlrty-fivo (35) brought in fron North Africa to ro?-iovo tho notivo
power shortage horo.

0 - Thoro will ho a total of 162 Diosol and Stoon loco
notivos brought into Southorn Frartco as against tho ninety—seven (97)
originally roqucstod. In viow of this ahd at tho rate thoy aro being float
ed, unless tho unforscon happens, it is reasonably contain that thoro will
bo no shortage of notivo pov/cr in this area by tho ond of Janooary.

f A ETOUSA has advlBOd that upon dischargo of SOLOC Iq^
conotivGS 'froni tho SEATEAIN lAKEHlJRST and TEXjIS loconotivos can bo assonb—
led at tho rato of six (6) por day and forv/nrding to SOLOC v/ill bo
Itod.

g - A request w^a placed on ETOUSA for fifteen (15) gg^
E»P* Liosol loconotivcs to hahdlo porsonnol and'-hospital trains through
tunnol botwoon Sarrobr „xg andASav^rno. Tho ventilating syston was coo.,
plotoly donolishcd and 1^ advisod thoy could not handle those typo trains
throu^ lengthy tunnol except -with Diosol power. Eigh"b (S) of those Dloghis
wore nado available innodiatoly with tho additional seven (?) to bo furi^.
ishod as noodod-. 1st Military Hallway Sorvico is to dolivor to 2nd
Military Eailwa^/ Si)r-7ico ono (l) ^toon loconotivc in oxclmngo for each.
Diosol loconotivc rocolvodc

h On hand in Southern Franco aro tho follo"^d.ng Dio^QS
and Stoan loconotivcsS

65-ton Dlosol-Eloctric -• 18
3-.8-0' Steon Loconotivos— 56

Loconotivos duo^*

•. - 4 - > •
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• • „ • • -a:
Iton ""QunntH^v

2—8—O Stoan * 53 ^ •
*2-8-0 Stoan 10 ' •

**3-9-0 Storh 19 . •
• £j.;. '. ." :-.

UotoS *xc3?o 5d diverted fron Itcily roqiiirononts* . -
** To "bo shipped frou l!Torth Africa# "

2# Bridging — UnilroAd
.X

a — All shipnonba of railroad "bridging xq} to and includ-
in Boconhor roquironoiits^ for Southern Branco have "boon rocoivcd#.

h — Military Railway Sorvico roqnisitions THAHS-IV-iUIS?
has hoon approved "by jPSl-iBAllK and ^Vashington for 2000 linoal foot of "bridg-
•ing. and 700 tons of trostling to "bu dolivcrod aonthly "boginning in January
nfitil tho ond of hostilitios^
' I,-.' •- f • I

C.v- "• w ». Shir^n-xits'of ;this bridging aro already set np for
JdnnAi^i '.^obruary. until March doliVory, .v/ith eubsoquont ahipnonts to "bo sot•up fo^ following months if roquirpd#

Zm Oar Assonblv Plr»n,t
Cj'-:

a — A car assohbling plant is nov; under construction on
?ior "H" at Marseille for tho purpose of, assohbling approxinatoly 18,000
various typos of railway caxs©

: • "b — This progrnm to bo carriod out by tho 756th Ilailway
Shop Battalion under tho direction tf tho Diroctor G-onoral,. 1st Military
Railway Sorvico, Tho prosont progran colls for tho assonbling of 100 cars
por day» .

. ,c —Those KD ca.rs wore roquisitionod by liJTOUSA for require^
nonts In ^Toi^horh"Franco and it is hot knov/n whothor my of this oquipaont
vill remain in^this ^ca, ••

.—•Ji-i'-i-"-"'-'

Batcat infornc^tion from PStCBAIlK indicates that tho
initinl snlpnchV'6f^ those JO is oxpcctod to cono forward in two (2) vpssols
ixi "OGS-64, followod by two (2.' "/csSQlstan;! tTGSr.65o Additional ships--vdll^ ,
ho assigoiOd^ to h^'dlo full caxeoos of' Eoiiw^; oars on a 2,2,1 basib-doo-
noncing-^tflth trG-SA67 ".Qqnvoy. mid contiatdhg'^iiii^il all cars aro shipi5bdV It
is QSpoaio,d that;this-process wdil-roqulro Stipprnts.over, a'poriodhf six
oonths. fcfr•cot^iotlonfl."

. . • . .-.VC''.,, ; 'I':/ • ,-,i br. •.v.-/.'Ov
Q ^ Oargoos sot v:^ currently for tho first-four railway

oar shops are idontical and aro a.s followsS

Ssas. teasikz

Cistoi'ns 20
Refrigerators 30
Gondolas, BS, 40-ton-* ' " 10

- 5 -



-••-130 Qnrmttty

War Plats, 56—ton 20
Broko Tans, 80—ton -xf
Gon^pla,s, HS, 20—ton • 100

Plus tho roqulrod nunbor: of Box Cars, 20-ton, to fill ship to capacity* It
is Gstinatod that oacli ship will carry hotwoon 150 and 200 Box Cars*

-^ir Soction

a — Thoro. is snhnlttod horowlth a roport of air oporaticfts
for tho period 1 Docoribor to 31 Doconhor 1944:

t s

(l) noot warranted demands thcro was arrant^cd olr
t'r^sportation for tho following ponnds of froi^^ht:

(a) Prom points ivithin I®0 to SOLOC — 12,224
(b) Prom points ^d-thin SOLOC to I-fflO — 4,615
(c) Prom U S to SOLOC — 12,002

"'j (d) Prom SOIaOC to 17 S — 52o
• (o) Intra SOLOC 2,9^10

(f) Prod points in ETO, outsido SOLOC
to SOLOC — c;*

®^tal# *•»,•••••••••••••••* ®^,9l6

' . IToto: — * Includes a spocial lift of
45,000 lbs from XJK to Hancy

b - Prpl^t' act-ually arrived in SOLOC from .poripd covorod

(1) mo to SOlOO _ 39,004 lbs,
(2) Ifcrsoilli? to Dljoix — 31,516 "
(3) Dijon to J%rsoilld ' ' - 12 . "
(4) U S to SODOC _ 15,017 "
(5) Pron points in ETO outsido

SOLOC to SOLOC _ flfi,329 "

. Total ..." 143,070 »
r

'• c - At tho prosont; tino thoro doos not oxist a tonnapo
allocation applicable to SOLOC for froi^^t shipment from U.S. In fact,"
total allocations has slightly docronsod# Puturo requests from suppiy*g
vicos for air transportation of freight from U.S. should bo adoquatoly
cortainod to bo pf an oporational oi+d urgent nattiro so as to provont pogl,
siblo ovordraw against ETC tonnage and to insure that SOLOC roquosts ^ro
fully considorod.

ds-"'ifollows:

^ 6
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APPSiroiX 1T0» 5
(Oliaptor VTI.)

•- r Docenlior 194^

.* SOOTHSI^T LIIEI of OOI-S'IUUICAiPIOiTS ALTB FOTCH
• "'GlOTi:OFFICIJVI.S AS TO IMPOHi?. OF FKSITOH CIVIL SUPPLIES'hrao

^ r.. POETS OF SOUTHEPIT FEAITCE

Oi

'K\»

. • {

Ifc" At nocting hold in Transportation Offlcor's office,
Marsdillo, on '1 Poconbor 1944, agroononts as indicated In'this paper wore
roachod on tho. ir^orting of French civil stqpplios into the" ports of Southern
Franco • .

%

2« Theso attending tho nodtlng woro!
Brig. Gone, .Go 3o Stewart, Transportation Officer, SOlOO
Col. li. H, Clarkson, Transportation-Officer, 33B1TABASB Section

A, Ohardon, Diroctor of Transports I^^itinos
• PIr, "Ao Ee Boucher, Office of tho Eiroctor of Ports

G. LoBol, Ohof d'Iilxpl6itation du Port do Marsoillo
Mr. A.P. Plinois, Eiroctor of "Works of Chanter of Connoxoo

- 3. • ^-POia EoBOUO-AIM.! • •

ho" Port St. Lotii^s du.Phonet .It was ;igreod that cargo •
can "be accoptod at Port St^ Bouis du Shono.' •Oloaranco of this cargo to to
arr^gcd'Oatiroly by Fronch officials, and to bo accoEq;)lishod throng tho use
of trucks and rivor-bargos. French officials will not roquost rail"clear
ance for this cargo fet* tho present tine-or in-tho innodlato future. Two. '
barges rbquired for storage purposes are now-at Toulon and it was agrdbd
that, arrajigomonts 6o\ild bo nado locally for thoir transfer-to Port* St, Lotds
du Shoner - , *

•/ r '

•: .b.. •' .:CarohtQ: Tt'twas ag-rood that one.'berth,*.CJuay"Vomlnk
vould bo allocotod to tho French civil officials for tho discharge of .^grain
find nuts. Tho quay allocatod is the quay at v/hich tho Villo d'Algor is sunk,
Cloaranco, of this quay is possible by nochanical" transportor fron quay to
factory Tftb.ibh.-lB lo-chtod in-.tho'ihnodiato vicinity^ -It was further•agrood
that tho refined oil-resulting fro^i proocssihg grain'and-nuts ^would'-bo
usod "by tho population in Marsoillo area thorby obviating any nocossity for
distri'buting this product'"^throughout Franco. "

•c. " Tho' .'Quay Euhlnan: It'was agrood that tho Qjiny Euhl-
J3QJ1 would bo allocated'to* Fronch civil'offiolais for tho discharge of phoi^
phatos, pyrites and other cargo. This qiuay is locatod opposito tho factoiy
^ich proccsBos those inports thereby presenting no cloaranco problon.
Tho distribution of the acid rosulting fron the procossing of those basic
patorials Is a matter for future study, but it was agreed that their dis
tribution would bo acconplishod by French moans without intorfor'anco with
tho transportation capacity (road and rail) rOquirod by the U,5. ilrny for

pTUpoeos. It will bo nocossai*y to novo 'a crano from-La Vora to
Qnay Euhlnan, but it was considered that arrangononts could bo made locally.

- 1 -



^Tulons It wo-s n^rood that no linitatiou would ho placod
Tjy U.S. Military autlioritios on tonnage irgoortod through Toulon "by tho Preach
civil authorities insofar as port TacHitios nro concomod. It wns rocogn-
izod hy all present that tho linitation at Toulon is sot by tho ability to

4.^ distribute tho iuports, and it was further undorstoodthat tho tr^sportation usod for cloaring and distributing products brought
thr^h To^on .Hust not_in-any intorforo vith tho novonont of U.S. iai-

^ total anoimt that can bo cloarod undor thoso conditicnsis to bo dotominod after further •study by tho Pronch' roprosontativos. U.S.

n Capacity could bo allocated for tho
^ ° area south of tho Durance -Eiv.or and oast oftho 3hono_Mvor. Pronch roprosontativcs agrood to place thoir roquost

rail to^ngo through tho Transportation Officer, D31TA3AS3
Sootion and to nako no diroct roquost on Pronch civil railway officials.

5, Marsolllo;

• . *

nnfl 1+ • already boon turned over to tho Prcnchnavy and it vas agreed that any use of this port for dischargo' of civil

omoiSs™' a nattor for agroonont botwoon Prcnch Ifevy and Pronch civil

dookod onoo anonth'at IferBGUl '̂'°This^vosBol
approrinatoly 450 tons of BuppHos, Pronchfor discharge and clooranco. U.S, ^ropLsontaWyos^grSd ?h°t S n^^h^'
at feioiiir''° stovodoros now onqoloVod by the U.S.ex Marsolllo would Tdo roloasod for haridlins this oini-n . T4. •
^ood that arrnngononts for coding this vossol at Mnrsoillo^Luld bo ^
St^^f and t^t Bho would bo tu^od arS J?Sn forty.
aw4JouL ; f°°king.Qf the-Villa d'iijaccio onco a nonth

nado athilablo in tfersci]Llo''fLTpSio?'of\§°fl^ '
the PH0VID21JGE • I I poricd of 15 days to corgplbto repairs totho fiiOVlPMCE. ,Dato of arrival will po arranged botwoon local officials"

Pronch docisicn In which tho uj, Arny had nriSsr ^

Sxgnod Or.- C.
•o; Cr stm-lHt

Brig* Gonoral, Army of tho United. Staters
Transportation Officer, SOLOC
(iSoprosonting Connanding Ooneral, SOlOi?)

1
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signed n, H. CToAHZSON

a, H„ CL/IBICSOIT • ;.• •.•!

Oolonol, Transportation Corps 'r-:
Transportation Officor, PEI/T/iSASS Section
(Heprcsonting Connanding General, DBITABASB Soction)

Signed

Eo A. CHAHDOIT

Director of Transports I'iaritxD >£

Sjgnod A, B, BOtrCHSE

ilr. BOUCHBH

Eoprosonting Director of Ports

&• BBL

G# TiB ^ 11

Ohof d'Bxploxtntioix du Port do i-fa-rsoillc
(Eoprcsonting Civilian Director of tho Port)

H. 3 ^

7^

• I.J • :
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CHAPTER VIII

STATISTICS
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